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UNSCHEDULED CARE PILOT

Practices will have received the invitation to participate in the pilot to support unscheduled care over the Christmas period. The LMC would like to highlight that this is an offer and acceptance to join the pilot is not mandatory. Practices who plan to join the pilot should confirm their participation by 1 Nov 18 (please also copy in the LMC to your acceptance).

BEAT FLU CAMPAIGN

The Beat Flu campaign has now been formally launched. As part of the campaign all doctors have been encouraged to be vaccinated against influenza. 
 
Information and resources can be accessed at www.beatflu.org or on the NHS Wales intranet pages at http://nww.immunisation.wales.nhs.uk/influenza-2018-19-season.

LMC BUYING GROUP

Members of the LMC Buying Group can access discounts with any of the suppliers on the new approved suppliers list. To access these discounts, practices can either login to the Buying Group website and request a quote or contact the supplier directly (you need to make sure you mention your practice is a member of the LMC Buying Group or state the discount code from the suppliers’ page of the Buying Group website).

Practice who were using an approved supplier before becoming a Buying Group member or using a supplier for a long time and aren’t sure whether they are receiving the correct rates can email the Buying Group to check: info@lmcbuyinggroups.co.uk. 

GP RESULTS NOW VIEWABLE ON WCP				

From Wed 3 Oct 18 all GPs with access to Welsh Clinical Portal will be able to view biochemistry results (on WCP) that are in preliminary status before they have been fully authorised from the laboratory information system.    The biochemistry labs are keen to hear feedback from colleagues on the OOH service on this change.

PHLEBOTOMY SERVICES PAYMENTS

The Welsh Government had confirmed that the decision to continue to provide phlebotomy services had been left with the individual health boards. Cardiff & Vale UHB confirmed that payments for these services had been included within their financial plan for this year and therefore they could see no reason for the payments/services to stop (at least for the rest of this financial year). The issue was due to be discussed at a health board meeting next week which would provide greater clarity on the future of the services.

WOUND CARE ENHANCED SERVICE

The health board agreed to review the Wound Care and Minor Injury enhanced service with the LMC. The LMC would review the ES as a matter of urgency.

REMOTE ACCESS FOR PPV CHECKS

The LMC reported that practices have been asked to provide locum logins for the Post Payment Verification team to enable them to conduct their checks. The LMC stated that practices had been advised not to comply as this was not acceptable under GDPR. The health board agreed to speak with SSP to stop the requests for remote access.

DOCUMENT TRANSLATION SERVICES

The health board do not provide these services. However, patients who are treated overseas who’s document are required to be translated can request translation services through their assistance companies who are employed by their travel insurers.

ASK MY GP

The LMC was aware that Ask My GP had been rolled out to some practices.  The health board has been asked to provide evidence of any evaluation of this system and share it with the LMC.

RE-CALIBRATION CHANGE OF COAGUCHEK INR TEST STRIP MATERIAL

[bookmark: _GoBack]A field safety notice has been issued via Roche regarding notification of a re-calibration change of their Coaguchek INR test strip material, for Coaguchek Pro, Pro 2 and XS Plus devices. Practices have been notified of the defected batch numbers, although batches are not being recalled.  Roche had stated that patient values are reliable up to 4.5 and that values >4.5 should be compared to the Lab.  However, discrepancies have been identified, even when reducing the tolerance limit to 3.5. The issue has been reported to NPSA, UHW point of care testing and UHB clinical governance who are investigating. The LMC has also informed the Cardiff and Vale UHB Medical Director.
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