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Musings
from the
manse
At this time of year, with the cold, dark nights, it is tempting to stay
in. Life can often seems a little bleak - especially this year with so
many long standing high street shops going out of business, so
many people out of work. The incessant chat re the general election
does nothing for the spirit, for the voices are strident and confused
and the outcome of it all unclear! Uncertainty about Brexit is always
in the background.
One of the things I love about the Christmas story is that God
speaks powerfully and beautifully into the ordinary situations in life.
Angels are mentioned often in the story - In Luke chapter one, an
angel appeared to Zechariah as he went about his business in the
temple, to tell him that his wife Elizabeth was going to have a baby
after many years of prayer. Later in the same chapter, another angel
appeared to Mary, to tell her that she is highly favoured by God and,
although she is a virgin, she is to have a child who will be “the Son
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of the most high God.” And then we remember the angels who
appeared to the shepherds on the hillside, saying:
“ Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2: 11
The angels appeared to all kinds of people, to bring the news of the
Messiah’s birth.
That is the wonder of the Christmas message, that God sends His
angels to bring an extra-ordinary message of love and hope to
ordinary people. And if he did that 2000 years ago, He is still doing
this today.
When we are feeling down - He lifts us up
When we are despairing - He brings us hope
When we are in the dark - He brings us light
When we are sad - He brings us joy
When we are broken - He makes us whole.
The angels brought good news - news that
God’s Word would come to earth in the
form of a baby, that His message of love
and truth would be seen in human form.
And so we are reminded of what is
important in life - new life, forgiveness,
light “ love came down at Christmas”.
Whatever might be stressing us this
Christmas - family or health worries, concerns about finance or
anxiety about the future - may we remember that angels are still at
work in our midst, and that they remind us that we come to
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celebrate the birth of the Saviour of the world. May we hear their
message, and may that message transform our lives, and give us
hope.
Wishing you a faith filled and peaceful Christmas,
Fiona

We are very sad to say goodbye to our probationer minister Rev
John McCutcheon, who has been working with us at Temple
Anniesland Church for the last 15 months. John has been a very hard
worker, a very faithful pastoral visitor, and has consistently
demonstrated his love of preaching and prayer and leading worship.
John has shown an incredible desire to serve others, whether by
making cups of tea, washing dishes, and setting up Messy church,
which has been much appreciated by all. He has also shared his
“quirky” sense of humour on many occasions, and brought some
much needed hilarity to many a situation.
We are going to miss John, but are delighted that he has been called
to his own charge of Ayr St Quivox down in Ayrshire. His service of
induction on Wednesday 11th December at 7pm at Dalmilling
church. We pray for God’s richest blessing upon John as he starts off
in his first charge, and will remember him in this new stage in his
spiritual journey.
Love came down at Christmas
Love all Lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and Angel gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate Love Divine
Worship we our Jesus,
But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, Love be
yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.

Christina Rossetti (1885)
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Congregational Register
Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn for they shall be
comforted”
Iris Laurie
Arthur N Dewar
Catherine Wade
Geoff Dorran

-

September
October
October
November

(Church Family)
(Nursing Home
(Nursing Home)
(Nursing Home)

New Members – we extend a warm
welcome to:
Robert Miller
resumes in
the New Year. Dates are: 31st
January; 28th February;27th
March, 24th April, and 29th May.

Messy church

-

Messy church is a relaxed meeting, which includes themed
crafts, songs, bible stories and
food. It is for people of every
age, from babies to people 100
years old. Please, if you have
not come along before, do pop in and
enjoy the atmosphere and the meal! 5:30 - 7:30 on Friday’

Messy Church Christmas Party with the Sunday Club
Saturday 21st December 4-6pm!

Twixmas Community Lunch
Friday 28th December 2:00 pm
Tickets from Evelyn Greechan
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Are you remembering?
The Christmas Choral Carol service
Sunday 15th December
4 pm
20-strong Choir,

Celebrate with

HOPE & JOY
A Christmas Choral
Service

Readings,
carol favourites and

specially selected carols sung by the choir.
Come and join us as we celebrate Christmas
and the hope and joy this season brings.
Our Christingle Service
Christmas Eve 7:00pm
Bringing Christmas joy to all
ages.
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As many of you are aware, after the resignation of Tom Griffiths as
Session Clerk, we are pleased to welcome Gail Grieve as our new
Session Clerk from September this year. Gail brings a fresh
perspective to the role, and we will remember her in prayer as she
gets used to her new responsibilities. We are also grateful to Nancy
Quinn for being willing to take the minutes for Kirk Session
meetings.

On the 3rd of November, we were thankful to admit two new elders Bob Miller and Nancy Quinn - and to ordain and admit two
additional new elders - Clare Grady and Louise Reid - to our Kirk
Session. Each person brings their Christian faith and life experience,
gifts and talents to our leadership team, and we are grateful for their
calling to serve in this way. We pray that God will continue to lead
us forward, as we seek to discern His will in our church and parish.
Fiona
Other news We are grateful to Mr James Kelman for his writings about his great
Uncle, Captain D. W. Hunter, who is mentioned on the Temple
parish church war memorial. Copies of this pamphlet, which tells of
Captain Hunter’s service as a doctor in the first world war, give a
fascinating insight about his service, and they are available in the
sanctuary for anyone who would like to find out more.
A recent visitor to Temple Anniesland church was Peter Mullan, and
he gave permission for his picture to appear in our church
magazine! See back page.

We hope to organise a day trip to the Bield at Blackruthven in the
spring/ summer 2020 - and details of this will be released shortly.
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE
October was Shoebox time! We filled 142 boxes: 25 for elderly ladies; 5
for teenage girls; 70 for teenage boys; 5 for girls age 10-11 and 37 for
children age 3-9.
We were only going to do 105 boxes this year but Marilyn Primrose and
her friend Mary gave me lots of beautiful knitted jumpers and
cardigans for children, so we filled more boxes.

Betty Aitken and Moira Tailor’s friend Marilyn MacClure knitted
gorgeous things for younger children aged 0-3 years, so I did more
boxes! I think Imust have filled over 100 baby boxes using things given
to me, things handed into the Blythswood depot and things I found in
cases under my bed!
Thank you so much to all of you who gave me money towards buying
things for the shoeboxes and for transport (which is £3 per box). It
costs between £3000—£4000 to send a lorry laden with shoeboxes to
Pakistan or Eastern Europe.
Donations from church friends amounted to an amazing £762, and
from other friends £316—a total of £1078!
Although I handed over £466 to Blythswood for transport, only £120
will be credited to us. The other money was Gift-Aided and the donors
will be sent receipts.

A special big thank you to Marion Stewart who must have covered
about 150 boxes with Christmas paper; and to Maureen McGrady who
covered a good number and Margaret Strathdee for driving me over to
the Blythswood depot to check the boxes.
Many thanks to the staff at Partick Job Centre who very kindly
collected £40 to help with transport costs and to Morrisons who
donated pencils, sweets, soap and tooth-paste.

Your generosity will bring much joy to all who receive a shoebox this
Christmas.
Alison and the Blythswood team.
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Christmas
Some thoughts from John Brown
As we approach the Festive season and the upcoming busy church
schedule, we have a General Election on Thursday the 12th of December
to look forward to! This will hopefully break the stalemate and allow the
politicians to find a way to move forward.
Christmas is just around the corner, and the build up to the special day
began in earnest a while back as retailers do their best to prolong the
festive shopping experience. We are into the Christmas season once
again and we remember God’s love for us demonstrated by sending his
only son Jesus Christ to live among us and reconcile us to him. The
celebration of the Christmas birth reminds us of our cultural heritage
and values, Christian values that once formed the foundation of our
society.
Something wonderful happens to many people during the Christmas
period; their behaviour changes, they become more pleasant, expose
their caring, less cynical inner self and rediscover their humanity and
goodness. This is the effect Christmas can have on some. Many
Christians I know are of a cheery disposition. I believe this is due to the
acknowledgement that they live out their life under God’s grace. Every
day knowing Jesus, and living under his love and guidance is a day to be
treasured, a wholly positive experience.
I am drawn to the Nativity scene when it comes to Christmas. It is such a
powerful image and links Jesus to our humanity as nothing else can. It
also shows how we must come to Jesus, as children to a father. A while
back we had the Nativity Tableau set up on the stage in the New Hall in
the church, a ‘Still Life Scene’. This I found to be a very moving
experience. The Nativity scene shows us that even in the midst of our
troubles we can come to Jesus and find Peace and New Life.
The fault lines in our society structure are never more glaringly exposed
than during the festive season, when we see the homeless and
unemployed who live on the streets. These people fall through the
cracks. What would be an appropriate gift for our Lord Jesus Christ on
his birthday? Perhaps, to followi his example by word and
action. Thinking of the less fortunate among us who have no one to turn
to. When we go among them and offer the hand of friendship, we are
(Continued on page 9)
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following a well-trodden path...
During the busy Christmas schedule, I like to take some quiet time in
prayer to reflect on what the real Christmas is all about and thank God
for the gift of Jesus being my one true guide in life.
May you all know the Joy of Christmas with family and friends and know
the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life. Merry Christmas to all.

From the Church of Scotland Advent Calendar

https://thechurchofscotland.adventcalendar.com
a prayer by Rev Jenny Adams.
“Joy to the world” – is that a promise, God?
Can we hold you to that promise, God, in the world, right
now?
When we hear again the words of your angel messenger,
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people,”
can we hope for that,
can we trust in that,
can we work for that with you?
Continued on page 10
www.tachurch.org.uk
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We pay attention to your world, God,
to the climate emergency and a polluted creation,
to divisions and disasters and destruction.
Help us pay attention to you saying, “Do not be afraid,”
trusting the good news that you are here with us.
Help us pay attention to the wonder of creation,
to the diversity that has evolved,
to vast landscapes and seas,
to the mystery of microbes and molecules.
And help us find our place in your creation,
where fear evolves into action,
caring, changing, hoping,
so that we may dare joy.
We pay attention to your people, God,
to violence and conflict and the refugee catastrophe,
to loneliness and loss and pain.
Help us pay attention to you saying, “Do not be afraid,”
trusting the good news that you are here with us.
Help us pay attention to your amazing people,
who are reaching out to one another,
who are speaking up for one another,
in astonishing diversity of cultures and identities.
And help us find our place in humanity,
where isolation evolves into community,
including, welcoming, reconciling,
so that we may dare joy.
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“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people.”
Help us to help you with that, God,
to bring joy to the world.

The deadline for the Spring
(March) 2020 edition of
Crosstalk is

16th February 2019
Articles, letters, notes, etc can be
handed to the AV desk in the
church on Sunday or to the
Church Office or emailed to:
office@tachurch.org.uk or any
other way you can think to get
the information to the editor!
Publication date: 9th March
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Annie’s Place
More than just Tea and Cake! With Louise Reid
I really enjoy my Friday afternoons at
Annie’s place café here at the church.
Our core group of regulars has been increasing in number. Since starting back
after our summer break we have made
many new friends. Time to chat over tea,
coffee and cake is at the heart of the café
and gives us an opportunity to share stories and try to put the world to rights.
We have a different activity each week. The informal community
singing led by Jane from the Glasgow High school is always popular.
We are hoping some of the pupils will be able to join us for our
Christmas themed one on the 13th December. We have been sharing
new skills at our craft sessions, and our recent 10 pin bowling really
brought out people’s competitive streak with so much laughter and
good spirits.
The café is an ideal platform for our Playlist for Life help
point. Since launching this in September, we have been able to raise
awareness of this useful tool for people with dementia and their
loved ones; we have some people coming along specifically to learn
more about it.
Without our wonderful volunteers the cafe would not be possible.
They set up a warm, welcoming environment; ensure there is always
plenty of tea, coffee and cake and offer a friendly listening ear.
In today’s busy world it is so nice to take time to relax, chat and enjoy the good company. So drop in some Friday afternoon; we are
here from 1pm-3pm whether you are just looking for a quick cuppa
or want to stay and join in our activity of the day. You will be made
very welcome and, who knows, you might learn a new skill or make
some new friends.
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Extracts from Presbytery
Meeting Reports

web site is commended for
study by congregations to
help us engage in this most
important issue.

Sept 2019 Meeting: The Presbytery
meeting was held on 10th Sept
Oct 2018 meeting The Presbytery
th
Speaker: Karen Wallace, who is the meeting was held on 9 Oct
“Children, Family and Youth Devel- Speaker: George Lind from
opment co-ordinator,” for Presby“Grasping the Nettle.” organisation,
tery, spoke about her role of supwhich is an ecumenical group
porting, encouraging, and recruiting whose aim is to blend Science and
as part of the work with congregaFaith together.
tions at local level.
Ecumenical and Interfaith Matters:
Vacancy Business.(Local)
1.
Ecumenical relations: Earlier
Rev Campbell McKinnon
this year, the Church of Scotland
(Balshagray Victoria Park Church)
passed the following deliverance:
and Rev Sandy Fraser (Knightswood
St Margaret’s Church) retired at the ‘The General Assembly approve for
implementation the following eleend of September 2019.
ment of the Radical Action Plan—co
Also announced was the demission -operation with other denominaof the Rev Alan McWilliam
tions in the provision of Territorial
(Whiteinch Church) - who now is a Ministry’, i.e. to work in collaboraleader in Church Planting.
tion with others, including other
churches and organisations which
World Mission:
share our values.
1.
The Presbytery Twinning
Interfaith Matters: Scottish
Group are visiting the Diocese 2.
of Hyderabad from 15th—25th Interfaith week takes place from
November. The team includes Sunday 10th November—Sunday
Rev Graham Thain (St David’s 17th November and the theme is
“Eat, Share, Love.”
Knightswood)
2.
Congregations are invited to
pray for and support the peace
and Justice Initiatives in South
Sudan, and the plight of the
vulnerable people in North
Iraq.
3.
The ECO church Scotland
www.tachurch.org.uk
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From the Finance Folk
We continue to be very grateful to you all for your faithful and generous
financial support for the work of Temple Anniesland Church—work which
is becoming more and more diverse and which helps to bring the living
Word of God to people in our community, which is our objective as a
Parish church. Income to the end of November
Freewill offering

Plate

Gift Aid

Total

2019 £55,131

£6,162

£15,415

£76,708

2018 £52,840

£5,448

£14,001

£72,289

£ 748 Inc £ 1,414

Inc £ 4,419

Inc £2,291

Inc

As you will see our ordinary income so far has increased this year compared with last year, which is wonderful. There are other sources of income including some very helpful donations, investment income; all of
which increased our income to date to £97,620. So, despite some significant expenditure, we hope to end the financial year at the end of December in credit. Gift Aid has also been very important to the church’s income and we are immensely grateful to all who are able to help in this
way. If you would like to help like this but don’t yet do so, please speak to
Elisabeth Robertson. Ordinary Expenditure to the end of November
2019

£101,887

2018

£102,676
Dec

£

789

As you can see, there has been a small decrease in ordinary expenditure
which again has been helpful and we are thankul to all who are responsible for spending the church’s money for their care in that. Our main extraordinary expenditure has been on the new fire detection and warning
system which many of you will have noticed if you have been in the
church buildings. This has been a significant but necessary cost to ensure the safety of all who use our building. We were very fortunate to receive a legacy in March which has been used to pay for the system and
still leaves us with a little over, which will probably be needed for the ongoing maintenance cost of the system.
Thank you again for all your generosity. Every little bit helps.
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Our new elders (above!)

Fiona welcomes an
unexpected visitor Yes … Actor/Director
Peter Mullan
www.tachurch.org.uk
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January 2020 Church Calendar

5th Jan
8th

11:00 am
7:30 pm

The Sacrament of Communion
Kirk Session Meeting

12th

11:00 am

Sunday Worship

19th

11:00 am
6:30 pm

27th

11:00 am

Sunday Worship
Prayers for Christian Unity service
Venue TBA
Sunday Worship

6:30 pm

Prayers for Healing service

!
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