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There are plenty of events and things to do in Ipswich 
over the festive season - from pantos to fayres, quiz 

nights to New Year’s Eve parties and of course, Santa! 

Flick to the middle of this guide to enjoy our  
Christmas Tree-tastic trail! Discover the best Christmas 

trees in shops and businesses in Ipswich to get the 
Christmassy vibes flowing! Plus you might just find  
the perfect gift for someone special along the way.

When it comes to shopping for gifts, Ipswich is perfect  
for finding something unexpected to surprise your  

loved ones. From quirky, independent shops to high  
street stores offering your favourite brands and some  

that you might be surprised to find. 

Plus lots of wonderful new restaurants and bars to make your 
Christmas catch-ups with family and friends extra merry!

Make sure you tag @allaboutipswich in your Christmas 
pics and use #christmasinipswich; we’ll be sharing our 
favourite photos on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

T H E with a real christmas tree 
back in the town centre, 
2017 sees the return of 

christmas spirit to ipswich

#CHRISTMASINIPSWICH
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Ffestive
events

NEW WOLSEY THEATRE
Red Riding Hood  
Rock ‘n’ Roll Panto
Nov 23rd - Jan 27th
1:30pm / 2:30pm / 7:30pm
From £10
Written by Peter Rowe, and 
performed in the New Wolsey 
Theatre’s iconic actor-musician 
style, this brand new adaptation 
of the classic tale is brimming with 
fun, frolics… and flour!

PENNIKKITY POTS
Christmas Workshop
Nov 25th
9:30am / 11am / 2pm / 3:30pm
£10
Pennikkity Pots will be running 
a workshop where children, and 
parents, can get creative with clay 

and make their own ceramic 
traditional Christmas Tree 

Decorations. Fun for all 
the family!

QUAY PLACE
Charity Christmas Quiz
Nov 29th
From 6:30pm
£10
Max. 6 per team - £10 per head 
(light supper included) with a 
prize for the winning team!  
Raffle with all proceeds to  
Suffolk Mind. 

IMAGE SALON
Dreaming of an Image 
Christmas
Nov 30th
From 5:30pm
Free Entry
Join the salon for festive drinks, 
free mini treatments and expert 
advice PLUS makeovers, demos, a 
raffle and a goody bag worth £40!

ALLEN GARDINER 
Christmas Menu  
and River Cruise
Throughout December
As the vessel cruises the calm 
waters of the River Orwell, eat 
freshly-prepared fine foods and 
dishes with a South African slant, 
reflecting seventy years of service 
in that country. Dinner cruises 
take place throughout the festive 
season and even Christmas day for 
something memorable. 

SUFFOLK FOOD HALL
Christmas Quiz Night
Dec 1st
£25pp
Pop to the Food Hall for a festive 
Christmas-themed quiz! Tickets 
include entry to the quiz, a 
welcome drink and a two-course 
Christmas-themed meal.

JIMMY’S FARM
Christmas Party Nights
Dec 1st -23rd
From 7pm
£44.95
Launch into the festive spirit  
with a delicious three course meal 
created by Head Chef Jon Gay and 
his talented team. Then dance the 
night away at the Jimmy’s  
Farm bar!

christmasinipswich.com 
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For all the latest events in Ipswich  
over the festive period visit

QUAY PLACE
Advent Concert
Dec 2nd
4:00pm-5:30pm
Free
An afternoon of Christmas  
music with mince pies, mulled 
wine, tea and coffee available 
during the interval. No charge 
to attend, donations to Suffolk 
Mind welcome. 

GRAND HALL, CORN EXCHANGE  
Christmas Memories: 
An Afternoon of Festive 
Nostalgia
Dec 4th
From 2:30pm
£15
Start Christmas in style this year 
as Neil Sands and his fabulous 
West End cast invite you to 
take a festive trip back down 
Memory Lane, with the new 2017 
production of their dazzling 
Christmas show ‘Christmas 
Memories’. 

RED ROSE CHAIN
The Elves
Dec 7th - 31st
FROM £20
You’ve heard the story of The 
Elves & The Shoemaker, now 
prepare to be wowed as Red Rose 
Chain sprinkle lots of magic 
all over this timeless Brothers 
Grimm tale. Expect shenanigans, 
shoes, and more shoes! Even little 
elves can make a big difference.

DANCEEAST
The Borrowers
Dec 13th - 17th
£10
See it in Ipswich first! Preview 
performances of a new dance 
theatre production that will 
capture the imagination of 
children, families and people of 
all ages, based on Mary Norton’s 
much loved book The Borrowers, 
about tiny people who live under 
the floorboards.

QUAY PLACE
Razzle Dazzle ’20s Banquet
Dec 15th
7pm-11:30pm
£55
Let yourself be whisked back to 
the 1920s – the era of speakeasies, 
flappers and of course the 
Charleston. Enjoy a glass of 
fizz on arrival and a fantastic, 
festive 3-course meal with wine, 
After dinner enjoy big band 
tunes accompanied by a flapper 
performance! Start shining 
your shoes and practicing your 
Charleston!

IPSWICH REGENT
Jack and the  
Beanstalk Panto
Dec 16th - Jan 2nd 
From £14
This Christmas, climb up the 
Beanstalk for the Regent Theatre’s 
GIANT of a family pantomime! 

CHRISTCHURCH MANSION
Father Christmas  
at The Mansion
Dec 16th & 17th
From 10am
£5
Meet Father Christmas in the 
lovely surroundings of the Tudor 
Chamber as he tells stories and 
sings songs full of Christmas 
joy. Father Christmas at the 
Mansion is a group experience 
which includes a special gift and 
exclusive craft activities.

QUAY PLACE
Christmas Craft & 
Activity Day
Dec 17th
11am-4pm
FREE
Activities for all the family to 
enjoy – make Christmas crackers 
and cards, decorate cookies and 
lots more.

christmasinipswich.com 
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the saints

Christmas  
Shopping Event
Nov 19th
11am -3pm
Pop along to St Peters Street for 
stalls in the garden of Cake and 
Catwalk, indoor craft stalls at 
Crafty Baba, Applaud cafe and 
I-Scream open with Christmas 
goodies as well as local carol 
singers and the Hospital Band. 
PLUS these special offers on the 
day only: 
20% off Jellycat toys at LoveOne 
10% off all retail at Purity 
10% off at Mauds Attic 
10% off at The House in Town  
10% off at Merchant House

red rose chain 

Christmas Fayre
Nov 25th
11am-3pm
Step inside the magical Avenue 
Theatre for a Christmas fayre  
with a difference!

st mary-le-tower

Grand Christmas  
Tree Festival
Nov 30th - Dec 6th
The 8th annual tree festival run 
by St Mary-le-Tower church, last 
year the church looked stunning! 
Explore the variety of Christmas 
trees decorated by local businesses, 
charities, community groups  
and individuals.

jimmy’s farm

Christmas Fayre
Dec 2nd - 3rd
10am-6pm
Lots of market stalls to enjoy; a 
brass band and choir performing 
Christmassy music, reindeer, 
mulled drinks, hot chestnuts and 
Santa’s grotto!

buttermarket 
street

Christmas Market
Dec 8th - 10th
All day
Buttermarket Street, Queen 
Street and Princes Street will be 
home to beautiful festive markets 
for three days only with a huge 
range of Christmassy wares 
and wonderful gifts along with 
entertainment and carols. 

beer & co

Saints Winter Beer 
& Wine Festival
Dec 30th - 31st
From 12pm, Entry £3
Come along to St. Peters By The 
Waterfront for a unique range 
of cask ales and craft beers from 
across the region and beyond 
PLUS a fantastic selection of 
world wines and bubbly as well  
as locally-sourced street food  
and live open-mic sets.

Visit christmasinipswich.com for more 
information on fayres, festivals, markets  

and late night shopping in Ipswich.

Feel proper christmassy with

fayres, festivals & markets...

Don
,
t forget  

late night shopping  
every Thursday
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Riley & Riley

LoveOne

Attwells

Pennikkity Pots

Quay Place

St Mary Le Tower

Fancy Dress Hut

Sailmakers

Bromley & Co

Greyhound

Cult Cafe

Isaacs

Cosy Club

Avenue Theatre - Red Rose Chain

Craftability@allaboutipswich 
#christmasinipswich

Share your town  
centre Christmas  
tree pics with us  
on social media!

christmas  
tree - tastic!

To help make 
Christmas in  

Ipswich magical, 
we have picked our 
favourite Christmas 

trees from across the 
town centre for you to 
visit, from traditional 

real trees to quirky 
trees and everything 

in between!
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DISCOVER MAGICAL  
GIFTS FOR YOUR  

FAVOURITE PEOPLE…
HOT SPOTS: SWAROVSKI • DEBENHAMS • THE PERFUME SHOP 
JOULES • MARKS & SPENCER • JACK WILLS • THE BODY SHOP

Cclassic
CHRISTMAS

GIFTS

RILEY & RILEY
Beautiful winter jewellery  
inspired by the coast...

Riley & Riley are independent 
specialists in contemporary and 
traditional jewellery including 
engagement rings, wedding rings, 
silver, gold and gemset jewellery, 
plus handmade and bespoke pieces.
Established in 2004, Riley & 
Riley have become one of Suffolk’s 
favourite jewellers, renowned for 
their approachability and expertise. 
Why not pop in to find your perfect 
Christmas gift

KIT HEATH  
COAST TUMBLE 
TRI BRACELET 
£85.00

MURU HOPE 
STAR HOOK 
EARRINGS  
£59.00

Visit christmasinipswich.com  
for our full shopping directory

SUFFOLK FOOD HALL
The best food & drink from across Suffolk...

Christmas is the time to indulge and a 
hamper full of delicious Suffolk food and 
drinks will put a smile on anyone’s face! 

With a huge collection of hampers including 
Suffolk Treats, Simple Pleases, Suffolk 
Cheeses to our Food Hall Favourites Hamper. 
Want something more personal? Pop in and 
we’ll create a bespoke hamper for you to fill 
with your favourite products.

IMAGE SALON
In a busy world, we all need  
some precious ‘me’ time...

A gift voucher from Image  
Beauty Salon allows you to give 
the gift of relaxation in beautiful 
surroundings with whole range of 
treatments designed to rejuvenate 
both body and mind. 
Plus with this guide you can 
buy a Limited Edition Environ 
Christmas Box Set.  
 
USUALLY: £281.95

WITH THIS GUIDE: £156.95
A GREAT GIFT FOR A LOVED ONE 
OR MAYBE A CHRISTMAS TREAT 
FOR YOURSELF!

CRAFTABILITY
A wonderful collection of classic  
and crafty gifts, toys and wares...

At Craftability, you’ll find a huge 
range of gifts and craft materials 
to choose from including Peter 
Rabbit and Winnie the Pooh items, 
wooden toys, hand-made jewellery, 
china, candles and pottery. The list 
goes on so you need to pay them 
a visit! 

10% OFF  
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS LEAFLET 
AND 20% OFF FOR LOYALTY  
CARD HOLDERS BEFORE  
SUNDAY 24TH DECEMBER.
(not available on Guide or Scout products)

Visit christmasinipswich.com 
for details on their Christmas 
workshops!
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GIFTS  
IDEAS

quirky
Discover  

magical gifts for  
your favourite 

people…

OHHDEER
The home of illustration & design 
led stationery...

Discover unusual and unique 
stationery, Christmas cards, 
cushions, candles  
and lots more!

PENNIKKITY POTS
Make your own ceramic gifts  
and decorations...

Everyone loves a gift that has been 
lovingly made by someone special. 
Make truly gorgeous presents from 
mugs, plates and bowls to trendy 
customisable homewares and cute 
figurines like unicorns for the 
little and not-so-little ones! 

Plus, you can come in and 
create your own unique ceramic 
Christmas decorations and 
baubles!

LOVEONE
Ipswich’s most unique gift shop...

If you are looking for a gift with a bit 
of quirk and a whole lot of vintage 
then this is the shop for you!

The eclectic blend of products 
includes Jellycat toys, Cowshed Bath 
Products, Azuni Jewellery, True Grace 
scented candles, homewares such as 
cushions and prints, along with a 
wide range of cards and giftwrap.

Plus, there is a large stock of items 
from talented local artists and 
community makers.

20% OFF Jellycats  
at The Saints Christmas  
Shopping Event!  
Sunday 19th November 11am-3pm

The House In Town...
for artsy, bohemian  
homewares and bold  
artworks.

PAPERCHASE... 
for contemporary gifts,  
cards and stationery.

Zeebra Chic... 
for unique, shabby-chic  
and natural gifts.

Lady Norfolk & Lord Rust...  
for upcycled furniture and  
vintage wares.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE... 
for cards, books and gifts from  
across Suffolk.

HOT 
SPOTS

Visit christmasinipswich.com  
for our full shopping directory

BROMLEY&CO
Something for everyone  
this Christmas...

Peter Rabbit for the children, 
unique decorations for the 
tree, quirky money boxes for 
the men, and a great range of 
Stoneglow candles and diffusers; 
as well as handbags, scarves or 
something from the handmade 
silver jewellery range. 
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ipswichhighstreetonline.com 

Looking for Christmas gifts? 
 Browse the high street online before you come into town…

Visit ipswichhighstreetonline.com and 
search the high street with just one click - you 
might be surprised at what you find! Ipswich 

High Street Online is perfect if there is a 
particular gift you’re looking for, if you’re 

looking for a specific brand or if you want to 
plan your Christmas shopping trip.
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T H E  P E R F E C T 

C H R I S T M A S 
T U R K E Y

FROM

SUFFOLK FOOD HALL
with love

P R E P

Stuff the neck end of the turkey; half 
a kilo of chestnut stuffing will suffice 
for a small to medium bird. If sausage 
meat is more your thing, then this is 
best placed in the body, or simply place 
an onion studded with cloves inside the 
bird. Again, depending on personal 
preference, layer rashers of streaky 
bacon, smoked or unsmoked, whichever 
you prefer, in a lattice like pattern over 
the breast for an extra level of flavour, 
or season with a pinch of salt and a dash 
of pepper. Now your turkey is ready!

C O O K I N G

Place the bird in a large roasting tin and 
cover loosely with foil, there should be 
space for moisture to ooze from the bird 
into the roasting tin. The foil should 
however sit tightly with the edge of the 
tin to act as a seal. This foil will need to 
be removed for the final 45 minutes of 
cooking. The length of time for cooking 
will be determined by the size of the 
bird, the traditional ways still work 
best, 20 minutes per pound of meat - 
make sure to factor in the weight of any 
stuffing too, at 180c, 160c for fan ovens. 
To test, insert a skewer to the thickest 
point, and make sure the juices are clear.

T I P

Aim to have the turkey cooked at least 30 mins before serving as 
it will carve easier if left to stand. This time can also be used to 
scrabble together all the trimmings and make sure the table is set!

and have a 
W O N D E R F U L 
C H R I S T M A S
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Visit christmasinipswich.com for all the  
latest events in Ipswich over the festive period.

BEER & CO

Saints 
new year 
hootenanny
From 8pm, £30

Welcome in the new year 
with live music and special 
Festival beers, wines, ciders 
and champers. Hosted by 
the BBC’s Stephen ‘Foz’ 
Foster, your feet are sure to 
be dancing to the region’s best 
musical talent as you celebrate 
all the way through to 2018! 
Includes ‘street food’ bars.

COSY CLUB

Cosy club  
new years 
eve
All day, £54.95

There’ll be fancy dress,  
seven courses including 
drinks, a special cocktail  
menu and live music from  
a 1920s band.

JIMMY’S FARM

New year’s 
eve party
From 7pm, £30

Visit the Farm this New Year’s 
Eve for a really special knees 
up! Canapés on arrival, 
followed by a delicious  
2 course dinner with a DJ  
to see in the New Year!

UNIT 17

Ministry of 
sound nye17
From 9:30pm, From £10

Make your night unforgettable 
by reserving your very own 
private booth and drinks 
package to make sure you have 
Champagne aplenty when the 
clock strikes 12! With a red 
carpet reception, Prosecco on 
arrival and dedicated personal 
hostess service all night this 
is an unrivalled, West-End 
clubbing experience on your 
doorstep!

Got a fancy dress party coming up? Pop into Fancy Dress Hut 
on The Thoroughfare for all your Christmas party needs! 

Enter 2018  
with a bang and some fizz...
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A very

and your town centre businesses!

Ipswich Central is the Business Improvement District (BID) for 
Ipswich and represents over 620 town centre businesses to help  

make the town a great place for you to visit and enjoy.

Ipswich Central and town centre businesses are proud to be providing 
the real Christmas tree and decorations to the Cornhill Square this 

year with Ipswich Star. We hope everyone loves it!
22



christmasinipswich.com 
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