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How do you prepare for each performance?  

Eum Son: It depends on each occasion and each repertoire... some require more of  
rational studies, some require more of  mental concentration, and some require more of  
emotional preparation... and of  course some require just more time on piano! I enjoy 
going through all the differences but this work, Ravel Concerto for the Left Hand needs 
them all! 
 
Pascal Tortelier: Exactly like if  it were for the first time! 

What do you like about performing at The Anvil?  
 
Pascal Tortelier: Apart from the fact that its architect Nick Thompson is a friend, and 
the designer of  Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, what I like about The Anvil is its human 
and convivial dimensions, making for an immediate and warm rapport with the 
audience – one of  the modern halls I have most performed in this country. 



What inspired you to play the piano? 
 
Eum Son: A lot of  things. It is finding myself, a way of  release what’s been accumulated 
in me, or, as some people say, you just climb up the mountain because the mountain is 
already there. It is however, to me, rather like a calling than any other, that somehow, I 
really believe that I am meant to do this.

If  you could perform with any composer who would it be and why?  

Eum Son: It will be impossible, hehe.. to me, going through diversity between different 
composers and styles of  music is crucial. It’s like, if  there’s only one colour existing in 
the world, let’s say it’s red, it will not be red any more. I see each colour more vividly 
because they are all so different.

What is your favourite piece to perform? 

Eum Son: With the same reason above, I enjoy playing many different styles but I feel as 
if  I speak my mother-tongue when playing Mozart. I also feel as if  I tell my own story 
when playing Schumann. My personal favourite out of  all Schumann works is probably 
Kreisleriana op. 16.
 
Pascal Tortelier: Maurice Ravel, simply because he’s the closest to my heart.
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What is your favourite piece to conduct? 

Pascal Tortelier: Always the one I am performing on the evening, as I take every 
concert very seriously indeed! Otherwise, Death and Transfiguration by Richard 
Strauss. 

What has been your most memorable moment during your career? 

Eum Son: Many, many to recall, like my Prom debut last year was exciting and so on, 
but what you remember dearly is sometimes more of  a personal thing. Like once I 
played in Sweden, Egon Petri’s arrangement on Bach’s Sheep may safely graze, an 
audience member came to me after the concert and said that he used my recording of  
the very piece for his mother’s funeral, just a week ahead of  the concert, that he was 
happily in tears hearing it again... things like this.

Pascal Tortelier: Conducting Aida with NO rehearsals and the Berlioz Requiem 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral.

What are your top 5 pieces to listen to (classical and/or non-classical)? 

Eum Son: I simply love too many pieces. I love Mozart’s sacred music, Schubert’s 
songs, Schumann’s piano works, Shostakovich’s string quartets, and so on. I used 
to be a big fan of  60s/70s. Grateful Dead, Dylan, these names. I recently was 
kind of  introduced to K-pop, not quite the mainstream ones but many talented 
indies there are!

Pascal Tortelier: Schubert B Flat Trio with Rubinstein, Stern and Tortelier, a 
unique and extraordinary performance recorded live in Tel Aviv back in 1967; 
A compilation of  Viennese waltzes by the Alexander Schneider string quintet – 
unsurpassable in style! Anything by Maria Callas or anything by Ella Fitzgerald, 
my two favourite female singers of  the 20th century. Brahms first D Minor piano 
concerto with Rubinstein and Fritz Reiner or Brahms 4 with Carlos Kleiber. 
 




