
P51 

 

Glenwilliam Co-Operative  

Papers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



                         The Glenwilliam Co-Operative (1891- 2001) was central to the 

economic and indeed the social life of a large area of County Limerick. This small 

collections offers us a unique insight into the growth, development and eventual 

decline of the Co-op in the Mid-West Region. The collection traces the history of the 

Glenwilliam Co-op from its foundation, encouraged and guided by Horace Plunkett, 

down to the aftermath of independence and the difficult years of World War II. The 

collection offers an insight into the day to day running of a co-op and their importance 

in the local rural economy. The collection also traces the takeover of the co-op by the 

huge Golden Vale Conglomerate. The records of the Co-op not only offer us insights 

into the history of the Co-operative movement in Ireland but also reveals much about 

life in rural Ireland in the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P51/1  

 

The minutes of the Glenwilliam Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd, it includes the 

preliminary meeting held at Glenwilliam Castle, Ballincassey County Limerick. At 

this meeting it was decided to turn the Glenwilliam Dairy Factory into a Co-op. 

Horace Plunckett attended this meeting, ‘who fully explained the proposed system of 

working’. The minutes deal with the financial running of the co-op and elections to 

the Glenwilliam Co-op committee. There are the committee’s orders to the Dairy 

manager in regard to the day to day running of the Co-op. There are also references to 

the pay and conditions of the Co-op staff. In the committees minutes there are also 

references to the rules and regulations regarding the quality and supply of milk- 

‘Michael Cronin was fined 10/6 for skiming of his new milk’.   

                                            

                                                                         8 April 1891-9 September 1902. 

 

200 pp.  

 

P51/3  

 

The minutes of the Glenwilliam Dairy Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd, including 

those of the Annual General Meetings. They deal with election to the committee and 

the day to day running of the Dairy. There are references to rising costs due to 

shortages. There are several loose letters where the Co-operatives employees appeal 

for an increase in wages or a bonus ‘in view of the increased cost of living’ during the 

Emergency. There is a letter from the National Bank Ltd Rathkeale asking for the 

names ‘of the parties who will sign the renewal’ this was regarding the Co-operative’s 

Bank Guarantee.  

 

                                                                       16 October 1925- 17 Dec 1943.  

 

210 pp.  

 

P51/4  

 

The minutes of the Glenwilliam Dairy Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd, including 

those of the Annual General Meetings. Dealing with issues involving the day to day 

running of the Co-operative, the employees and the financial affairs of the 

Glenwilliam Co-op. There are also references to government orders regarding butter 

and creameries, ‘the rationing of butter and milk suppliers’ to which ‘the members 

strongly protested’ (17 May 1944).There are two loose letters regarding the transfer of 

shares in the Co-op to family members, both from 1945. A letter from the Ballingarry 

Parish Guild asking for a contribution to the ‘Parish Hall Fund’ c 1957 and a two 

notes regarding a milk supplier demand the creamery take her milk (1 May 1957).   

 

                                                                          17 January 1944-15 February 1958 

 

220 pp.  

 

P51/5  

 



The minutes of the Board of the Glenwilliam Dairy Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd, 

including those of the Annual General Meetings. Dealing with issues involving the 

day to day running of the Co-operative, the employees and the financial affairs of the 

Glenwilliam Co-op. 

 

                                                                    18 March 1958- 21 April 1969. 

 

544 pp. 

 

P51/6  

 

The minutes of the Board of the Glenwilliam Dairy Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd, 

including those of the Annual General Meetings. Dealing with issues involving the 

day to day running of the Co-operative, the employees,  financial affairs and issues 

relating to the testing of milk for antibiotics of Glenwilliam Co-op. There are 

references to a proposed amalgamation with Golden Vale and the eventual merger of 

Glenwillian with the conglomerate. There are also the minutes of the last meeting of 

the committee of the Glenwilliam Board. 

 

                                                                    23 January 1969-20 December 2001.  

 

364 pp.  

 

P51/7 

 

Letter from P. Ahern, Flour and Meal Merchant Rathkeale notifying of an increase 

cost of carriage ‘owing to the increased price of petrol’ 

 

                                                                             16 November 1939 

 

1 item.  

 

  

 

P51/8  

 

A typescript of the proceedings of  the Board of Glenwilliam Co-operative meeting 

regarding the appointment of a Creamery Manager. 

 

                                                                               11 January 1940 

 

2 pp. 

 

 

 P51/9  

 

An Irish Department of Agriculture Special Leaflet regarding methods for making 

potato silage and advise on how  to feed it to livestock with this silage. This was 

necessary due to a lack of maize for animal feed during the Emergency. 

 



                                                                                     September 1940 

 

4 pp. 

 

 

P51/10  

 

A printed booklet with the Rules of the Glenwilliam Co-Operative Dairy Society, 

Limited, in it are the regulations regarding the duties of the Board and  financial 

affairs.  

 

                                                                                         1946 

 

52 pp. 

 

P51/11 

 

A letter from the Department of Agriculyure regarding the Glenwilliam Co-Operative 

erecting a cream-separating station in the Miltown-Croagh area. 

 

                                                                                      21 September 1949 

 

1 item. 

 

P51/12  

 

A printed blank docket Of the South of Ireland Grain and Transport Co. Ltd a 

subsidiary of Ranks (Ireland) Ltd. The docket was designed to facilitate collection of 

bags of grain from trains. 

 

                                                                                             194? 

 

1 item. 

 

P51/13 

 

A circular from the Irish Federated Creameries Union asking for an annual 

subscription from Co-Operative Societies. 

 

                                                                                             5 July 1956 

 

1 item.  

 

P51/14/1 

 

A Letter from the manager of Glenwilliam Co-Operative, in which he asks for 

subscriptions for the Newcastle West Agriculture and Industrial Show. 

 

                                                                                       30 July 1954 

 



1 item. 

 

P51/14/2 

 

A Letter from the manager of Glenwilliam Co-Operative, J. Benson, in which he  asks 

for subscriptions for the Newcastle West Agriculture and Industrial Show. 

 

                                                                                  2 August 1954 

 

1 item.  

 

P51/15  

 

A circular from the Irish Creamery Suppliers’ Association regarding certain 

creameries ‘are not adhering to the prices decided on by the representatives of all the 

Dairying Bodies’. 

 

                                                                                5 July 1957 

 

1 item. 

 

P51/16  

 

A letter from the Ballinagarry Branch of the National Farmer’s Association asking 

Glenwilliam Co-Operative’s permission ‘to collect subscriptions through Glenwilliam 

Creamery’. 

 

                                                                               10 January 1963 

 

1 item. 

 

P51/17 

 

Notification from the Irish Agriculture Organisation Society, Ltd, regarding the 

District Conferences of the Co-Operative Societies. 

 

                                                                                3 January 1963 

 

1 item. 

 

P51/18 

 

The printed Statement of Accounts of the Glenwilliam Diary Society Limited. 

 

                                                                           31 December 1970 

 

10 pp. 

 

P51/19 

 



The printed Statement of Accounts of the Glenwilliam Diary Society Limited. 

 

                                                                           31 December 1971 

 

10 pp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


