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Developing skills for the Extended Project Qualification 

Activity 10: Communicating and evaluating your project
Student Sheet
Learning Outcome: you will be able to present the outcomes of your project and evaluate a presentation against assessment criteria.
In this activity you will make a short (5 minute) presentation on a scientific idea from the IntoBiology website. You will create a template for carrying out an assessment and evaluation of an aspect of an EPQ project.
To do:
1) In your group, agree a set of criteria to work to. These should be based on the actual assessment criteria for the project presentation from the EPQ specification that you are using. Presentations should explain aspects of the science involved in addition to demonstrating a range of communication and broader skills, so criteria should reflect this. The criteria will be used for you to assess other students’ work. Make a grid that allows you to write comments and to rate each of the criteria when assessing each others’ presentations. 

2) Now each student should choose one new, challenging scientific idea from the Project Ideas or Inspiring Science section of the IntoBiology website http://intobiology.org.uk/ 

3) Each student prepares a 5 minute presentation to explain this idea to other students in the group.  The challenge is to use as wide a variety of media as possible, given the preparation time available (e.g. presentation software, paper resources or exhibits, video, text, images, sound etc.).  Each student should use one medium or method of communication (e.g. software package) that they have not used before. Make sure you plan when the presentations and feedback must start, allowing time for feedback. 

4) Each student receives the written comments and oral feedback from the group, based on the agreed assessment criteria.

Reflecting on Learning

I. Write down which aspects of communicating you are confident in and which need developing further. Make a plan for how you will improve your communication skills over the next few weeks.
II. Use these reflections to write a short evaluation of your presentation that summarises how well you met the assessment criteria for EPQ presentations.

III. In your groups, share the evaluations. Discuss the best format for these and how they will need to be developed for a full evaluation of your entire EPQ project.
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