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Developing skills for the Extended Project Qualification

Activity 2: Deciding on a suitable question or issue to investigate
Student Sheet
Learning Outcome: you will be able to select and develop a project that provides sufficient scope to demonstrate the criteria for the EPQ

In this activity you will explore whether or not a chosen project can provide enough scope to demonstrate the skills assessed in an EPQ.

Your choice of EPQ project title is important as it leads the activities and outcomes for your project. It is important to choose a title which allows you to demonstrate substantial planning, researching, developing and reviewing. It is also important to select a project which genuinely interests you. This may be linked to the work or study you want to do after school or college, or an area of personal interest.

To discuss:

1) In your group, discuss the project titles in the table below, and match them with one or more comments from the right hand column.

	Project titles
	Comments

	1. What qualifications do I need to become a marine ecologist?
	This title could involve a practical investigation in addition to in depth research about the surrounding science and issues.

	2. What are the problems associated with finding an environmentally friendly alternative to peat based composts?
	This title is too vague, so it will not be possible to show that you have achieved what you set out to do. 

	3. What happens when plants are kept in the dark? 
	This project would not involve substantial planning, research or depth of understanding.

	4. Carry out a survey about diet.
	This title does not suggest any investigation or exploration that goes beyond advanced level study.

	5. Design a STEM careers poster and measure the reactions of Year 7 students to the posters.
	This title involves a simple task that will not take the required 70 -90 (depending on the specification you are using) hours of work.


2) Rank the project titles in the table in terms of their suitability for an EPQ project. Add a brief note to justify your decision.
To do:

3) Look through the projects on the IntoBiology website http://intobiology.org.uk/category/student-projects/ 
These project web pages suggest some questions or issues that could become EPQ project titles. Choose one potential project title that interests you. 

List three project artefacts or products that this project title could lead to. In the table below, make notes on how each project artefact or product is suited to the project title. (The list of possible EPQ artefacts and products is shown in Activity 1).
	Project title
	

	Notes on suitability of project outcome

	EPQ artefact/ product 1
	

	
	

	EPQ artefact/ product 2
	

	
	

	EPQ artefact/ product 3
	

	
	


To discuss:
Select one of the three alternative EPQ project artefacts or products for your chosen IntoBiology project. Prepare notes on the following four questions about the project then discuss these with a partner.

4) Is significant planning needed?  What will this involve?

5) Is in-depth research needed? What will you need to find out about?  What resources will be available for your research?

6) Is this project something that you can develop into a sophisticated and substantial piece of work? What will this involve?

7) Are the intended aims and outcomes of the project clear enough to allow you to discuss whether or not these have been met?
Reflecting on learning:
8) Write a short paragraph on what makes a good EPQ project title. 

9) Write a sentence to describe the type of project and project topic that interests you. 

10) Write a sentence to describe the type of project artefact or product that interests you.

Follow up work
Look at the IntoBiology Inspiring Science webpages http://intobiology.org.uk/category/global-challenges/ 
Are there any areas of plant science described here that could lead to a suitable and exciting EPQ project title?
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