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Developing skills for the Extended Project Qualification

Activity 4: Choosing relevant scientific articles for your research
Student Sheet
Learning outcome: you will be able to extract and summarise information from a scientific article

To do:

1) You have just been given 10 minutes to scan a scientific article. Now turn the article over so you can’t see it as you write down the answers to the following questions (individually, not with a partner). 

I. What is the title of the article?

II. Who is the article published by?

III. What is the article’s publication date?
IV. Where are the authors from?

V. Are the author/s experts in their field? How do you know?

VI. Did the article have an abstract and a conclusion?

VII. Is there a list of references?

VIII. What kind of illustrations appear in the article?

IX. Write a short paragraph to summarise the main idea in the article.

To discuss:

Now join with a partner or into a small group to discuss the following questions. You may now have the article in front of you.
2) Explain the importance of the following when you are scanning a large number of articles to see which is suitable for background reading.
I. The title

II. The publisher

III. The publication date

IV. The name and occupation of the author

V. The abstract and conclusion

VI. The methods section

VII. Illustrations 

VIII. The references
To do:

Now work with a partner, using the same article.

3) Write down where in the article you can find the answer to each of the following questions (e.g. page number and paragraph NOT the answer to the question).
I. What type of trial is described in this article?

II. How were participants allocated to either the lycopene group or the placebo group?

III. How many of the healthy volunteers took a once-daily placebo?
IV. How did the ratio of men to women compare across the four treatment and control groups?

V. Name one limitation of the study.

VI. Does the study provide an explanation for the benefits of the Mediterranean diet?

Reflecting on learning

4) Write a list of guidance points that should be followed by someone who needs to assess the subject relevance, main ideas, conclusions and quality of a number of articles ahead of reading these in depth.
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