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Developing skills for the Extended Project Qualification?
Introduction – Student Notes
Why do an EPQ?

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a stand-alone qualification that can be taken alongside A levels or vocational qualifications. It gives you the opportunity to study a topic or carry out a project that you are really interested in. What’s more, Universities recognise that the EPQ helps you to develop independent learning, critical thinking and team working skills that will be important for your further studies.

How will these activities help you?

By working through this collection of activities, you will develop the skills you need for EPQ project work. You’ll use examples from the IntoBiology website (www.intobiology.org.uk) to practice your skills. You can then apply them to different contexts and to your own individual EPQ project. Of course, you can also use project ideas from the IntoBiology website as a basis for your own EPQ question. 

Your EPQ can support your science practical work, can be developed in the context of a work situation or be an extension of your A levels. 
IntoBiology is a website focused on contemporary biology for 16-21 year olds, including news and research, EPQ project suggestions, study skills advice, and careers resources. 
How to get the most from these activities

The activities will be most useful if you can carry them out in class, or in a small group. You can learn a lot from discussion with other students and by reviewing each others’ work. You can use any of the activities individually, but this means you will answer questions without discussion and will only reflect on your own work. In this case, try writing out your discussion arguments and organising these into groups e.g. pros and cons; or positive feedback and negative feedback.
The activities are designed to develop relevant skills as you progress through your project. You should, though, select the activities that you need at the point that they are useful to you. Consider including these activities in your project planning, as this helps to demonstrate that you are developing the necessary skills for carrying out your project. You could start some of the reading in your holidays before starting your EPQ course, and start to think about topics and questions that interest you. 

EPQ skills development activities

· Activity 1: Developing initial project ideas

· Activity 2: Deciding on a suitable question or issue to investigate

· Activity 3: Planning your project

· Activity 4: Choosing relevant scientific articles for your research

· Activity 5: Researching using the internet

· Activity 6:  Producing a Bibliography

· Activity 7: Presenting the data

· Activity 8: Graphs and charts

· Activity 9:  Demonstrating the assessment criteria

· Activity 10: Communicating and evaluating your project
Science & Plants for Schools: www.saps.org.uk  
Developing skills for EPQs – Introduction – Student Notes : p. 1
Resource 1346, Version 1.1 (revised 2020)

