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Parts of a plant
ò Teacher Guidance

Games with cards
These are useful activities for ‘starters’,
‘plenaries’ and identifying children’s
misconceptions. Sets of cards are
available as templates for you to
photocopy (see templates for Card Sets
on pages 22 to 25). Alternatively you
can download them from the SAPS
website. You can then make up sets
of cards for your class.
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Activity 1: Flash cards
Use card set 1. On these cards, the name is correct for the picture. The teacher shows the
picture and the child reads the name.

Activity 2: Loop cards (plant part dominoes)
Use card set 2. These cards have names on the left but the picture on the right does not
correspond with the name. The design of the cards is such that you can start with any picture
and match it with the correct name on another card, so that all cards form a loop. Below we
give a range of ways that these cards can be used to reinforce the names of the parts and
encourage the children to read the terms.

1. Whole class activity. The teacher displays the four cards on a board. You can read the
plant part name on a card and children choose correct picture on another card. Then read
the name on that second card for children to identify the next picture on a third card and
continue until all four cards are matched and in a loop.

2. Whole class activity. Divide the class into four groups. Each group has one of the four
cards. One group reads out the name on its card and the group with the corresponding
picture identifies itself. They then read out the name opposite their picture and another
group then identifies itself and so on.

3. Small group activity. Divide the class into groups of four (or pairs of two). Each group
has one set of the four cards shared out. One reads out the name on its card and the child
with the corresponding picture identifies himself/herself. He/she then reads out the name
opposite their picture and another child with the correct picture continues the game.

Modifications to any game. Get all the class to stand at the start, then once the child has
read out a card he/she can sit down. You can time the loop game and then repeat to improve
their speed of response.
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Activity 3: Snap
Use card set 1. Prepare the cards by cutting them up so that you separate the names from the
pictures. You need four sets for each group of children. Divide the class into small groups.
Each group has 32 cards and plays the traditional game of ‘Snap’.

Modifications to the game. Match names with names; match pictures with pictures; match
names with pictures.

Activity 4: Memory game of matching pairs 
Use card set 1. Prepare the cards by cutting them up (separating names from pictures as in
activity 3). You need two sets for each pair of children. Each pair has eight cards and plays
the traditional game of placing the cards face down then, in turn, tries to select two cards that
match, either in name or by the picture. A more advanced game would be to match a name
with the correct picture.

Activity 5: Happy families
Use card set 1. Prepare cards by cutting them up (separating names from pictures as in
activity 3). You need four sets for each group of children. Divide the class into groups of four.
Each group has 32 cards and plays the traditional game of ‘Happy families’. The first child to
collect a complete set of four names and four pictures is the winner.

Activity 6: Traditional game of bingo
Use the template Bingo card (see page 26). Fill in the three blank spaces with either the words
or pictures from ‘Parts of the plant’. You can cut out the words or pictures from card set 1.

Here are some examples of bingo cards you could prepare. Each group will need a different
bingo card.

12Plants for primary pupils

© SAPS/FSC 2004.

The teacher calls out the name or shows a picture of the plant part. The child covers over the
corresponding word / picture until all three words / pictures have been covered. This is best
played in small groups because of the high success rate.

Alternatively, give the children a blank bingo card and get them to choose their own three
words (from root, stem, leaf, flower) and write them in any order in the blank spaces. They
can copy the words from the board and this will encourage them to write out these key
words.

stem

root leaf

root

leaf flower

root

stem flower
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Activity 7: Plant splat
Use the splat parts of a plant grid. Two versions of the grid are provided and you can adapt
them further for your own use. You can, for example, replace the words with pictures to
represent the four parts (root, stem, leaf and flower). 

You can use the grids to make overhead transparencies (OHTs) and then use an overhead
projector to project them onto a wall. Alternatively, you can download an electronic copy
from the SAPS website and project this onto a wall from a laptop connected to a data projector
or you can use an active white board.

The projected image needs to be at an appropriate height and size so that
children can place their hands over each of the words in the grid.

Alternatively, the children can use a ‘prop’ that will reach and cover each
word. An idea for this would be a large two-dimensional flower shape, cut
out of card and stuck to a short stick like a fly swatter.

Divide the class into two teams. One child from each team stands at the side
of the grid projected onto the wall. The teacher asks a question and the first

child to cover the correct square, shouting ‘splat’ at the same time, wins a point.
Then repeat with another child, and so on.

A livelier version is to have several teams, each with a team leader. The
team then discusses together before the team leader runs to the grid on
the wall, covers the answer and shouts ‘splat’.

Here are some questions you can use.

What is the name of the part of a plant...

...that is brightly coloured?

...that holds (anchors) it in the ground?

...where seeds are made?

...that is green and is joined to the stem?

...that is usually under the ground?

...that is usually tall and straight?

...that bees visit?

...that holds the flower high in the air?
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Curriculum links
National Curriculum (Sc2) KS1: 3b

QCA guidelines – Scheme of work Unit 1B

Scottish ISE 5-14 framework/attainment targets LT-B2.4

              


