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Fragile memory, so much kintsugi
An editorial on grief and the fragility of memory.
[image: A kintsugi bowl in negative. Source: SCALAE newsletter.]A kintsugi bowl in negative. Source: SCALAE newsletter.Newsletter
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Fragile memory, so much kintsugi
The editorial sets aside a discussion of architectural practice amid the distress of mutual scheme members and several losses. The image of a bowl repaired with kintsugi opens a reflection on grief and on what memory preserves of a fragile life.
Fragile
From Latin fragĭlis
Easily broken. Liable to weaken or deteriorate. The editorial opens with the Spanish Royal Academy’s definition of frágil.
Read the RAE entry


Fragile memory, so much kintsugi (*)
Translated from Spanish.
The end of October has been overwhelming, and memory strains to hold on to what must not be forgotten: the law whose implementing regulations remain unfinished, delayed or interrupted, affecting more than 100,000 families of professionals in mutual schemes, for whom remaining in a failed private alternative means enduring the agony of a cruel error in a system they did not create; the more than sixty people — loved ones, relatives and colleagues, among them architects and researchers committed to the common good, and decent people, our neighbours — passengers on two high-speed trains who never reached the destinations of their fatally interrupted journeys; the apple of the eye of a dearly loved and committed friend, who left us in the sudden farewell of someone with the light, name and bearing of a princess...
... and since this editorial had meant to go on reflecting on the current system of architectural education and professional responsibilities in Spain and Europe, I hope it will be understood and accepted that the discussion must wait until the coming months, so that here and now we can make room for the immensity of a resounding silence in the face of so much pain.
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(*) The Japanese art of repairing broken ceramics — a bowl, a cup, a vase — by highlighting their fractures with lines of gold is called kintsugi.
Amid tears for what will return only as a glimmer of the past, repair is slow, patient, painstaking and precise, until an unrepeatable, singular form emerges, holding within it the memory of an earlier time.
The delicate golden scratches trace the imprint of a fragile life, so fragile that it broke... and also the strength of memory: the wish to find a form and a place, on the map of the cracks in what broke for us, for the beauty of those moments when the tumult of chance gave us something precious, unasked for and undreamed of: the knowledge that we are vulnerable and can still find serenity in the memory of what we love and refuse to forget.

Félix Arranz
Architect and editor of SCALAE
View the original newsletter [original ESP]
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Five halls for Fundación Cerezales
AZPML draws on familiar forms of agricultural buildings for the home of a cultural institution.
[image: Carátula circular de la Fundación Cerezales, con su conjunto de naves.]Title image for the AZPML film. Source: SCALAE.The project in Zaera-Polo’s words
The film explains how familiar rural forms were combined to house exhibitions, music, workshops, archives and workspaces.
Watch the film
Read the notes and credits [original ESP]
“Five adjoining timber halls, arranged in a fan, for exhibitions, music, workshops, archives and workspaces.”

From the SCALAE film notes (translated).
Ties to the village
The foundation grew out of Antonino Fernández’s ties to Cerezales del Condado. Its work includes education and research, and aims to share knowledge with people living and working locally.
For Zaera-Polo, the landscape is part of this everyday activity. The building gives people a place to share it.

Form and programme
The shed, the barn and the pitched roof are the starting points. Five halls fan out, varying their similar profiles to suit each space.
The film notes compare the ensemble to a choral work in which each part has its own role.

Materials and climate
Timber construction, solar shading and climate control respond to the setting. The film connects these choices to the building’s programme.
Script and image selection by AZPML. Edited and directed by SCALAE.
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A rambla above the railway
Under Project LAB presents Rambla Major, a promenade that reconnects streets and public facilities on either side of the railway.
[image: Carátula circular con el plano de la futura Rambla Major.]Map on the film’s title image. Source: SCALAE.From railway corridor to public space
Anna Gutiérrez Merin and Álvaro Cuéllar discuss design decisions made as the city’s planning proposals evolved.
Watch the film
Read the notes and credits [original ESP]
“A mix of species, permeable surfaces and drainage suited to the site will give environmental substance to a simple ambition: making people want to walk, linger and share the space.”

From the SCALAE film notes (translated).
Crossing and lingering
The railway ran through the centre and divided it for decades. Moving the tracks underground frees up land for a promenade linking existing routes.
There will be places to walk, play and sit, and squares linking into nearby streets.

Shade, water and ground
Trees give the rambla continuity and shelter. Sunny openings alternate with shaded stretches for walking or stopping.
Plant diversity, permeable paving and drainage are part of the public-space design.

Seven years of work
The proposal went through public consultation and talks between authorities. The rambla kept its basic structure as changes were incorporated.
The two Under Project LAB architects describe that process in the film.
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The mosque as square and as palace
From Samarra to Istanbul, the authors trace changes in the mosque’s communal space and its relationship to power.
[image: Diagrama rectangular de la planta de la mezquita.]Plan diagram. Source: SCALAE newsletter.The Samarra enclosure
In 1980 Hodgkinson visited the Great Mosque of Samarra at dusk. His notes describe the contrast between glowing brick and the shadows on the sand. The photographs show the complex before the damage the authors recount.
The congregational mosque hosted Friday prayers and discussion of community affairs. The authors trace the spread of this type towards the western Mediterranean.
The covered hall
In the Ottoman type, the large covered hall comes to the fore. The article relates this shift to the Byzantine tradition of Hagia Sophia and to the architectural expression of political power.
“The palace mosque came to play a significant territorial role, giving permanent form to political power.”

From the SCALAE article (translated).
Read the article and see the photographs [original ESP]
SCALAE archive · 29 October session
Faces and urban fragments
[image: Cartel de Rostros y fragmentos urbanos.]Session poster. Source: SCALAE and Fundació Mies van der Rohe Barcelona.Ángel Borrego (OSS) presents La Carboneria in Barcelona’s Eixample. Jordi Fernandez (ON-A) discusses Tarragona’s Centre Cultural Sant Pau. The panel relates both projects to the treatment of party walls and the adaptation of existing buildings.
Watch the session [original ESP]
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Waiting to transfer to the public scheme
ANMARQ calls for a joint strategy as rules for transferring to Spain’s public scheme for the self-employed (RETA) are delayed.
[image: Extracto del comunicado de ANMARQ.]ANMARQ statement. Source: SCALAE newsletter.A joint effort
In its 21 October statement, ANMARQ’s board says the absence of fast-track proceedings may prolong the wait. It seeks to bring associations and campaign groups together around a joint proposal.
Those left out
The association seeks public-scheme access for excluded groups and measures for retirees with inadequate pensions, including top-ups to minimum levels.
Read the statement [original ESP]
Documents · CSCAE · 5 October 2026
Housing is a right
[image: Cartel del Día Mundial de la Arquitectura.]World Architecture Day artwork. Source: CSCAE via SCALAE.Refurbish and build
The statement urges public bodies, firms and practitioners to agree on refurbishing existing homes and building where needed, prioritising subsidised and public housing.
Measures should be evidence-based and respond to local needs.
Quality of living
CSCAE links access to housing with accessibility, energy efficiency and spaces that adapt as households change.
The statement calls for “the principle of architectural and construction quality” in new and refurbished housing (translated).
Read the full CSCAE statement [original ESP]
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The ballroom-bunker
State receptions and presidential protection in the White House East Wing project.
[image: Perspectiva del salón de baile proyectado para la Casa Blanca.]Rendering of the State Ballroom. McCrery Architects PLLC / The White House, via SCALAE.Zaera-Polo starts from architecture as a means of political legitimation. In his account of the commission, the requested scale of James McCrery’s neoclassical ballroom raises questions about its proportions in relation to the White House complex.
The chronicle follows the change of architect and the debate over private donations. Heritage objections and disputes over who could authorise the work lead to the second programme: presidential protection. Zaera-Polo reads both uses through the building’s section.
“The duality between the party above ground as a Platonic shadow—the sensory, illusory world of celebration—and the bunker as access to a harsh reality below” (translated).

Alejandro Zaera-Polo · Crónicas trumpianas · SCALAE
Read the full chronicle [original ESP]
Audio archive · Episode 83
Joan Roig, a second, please
[image: Retrato de Joan Roig en un fotograma del episodio.]Joan Roig. Still from episode 83. Source: SCALAE.The 2008 conversation starts with Roig’s work with Enric Batlle. It takes in Barcelona’s architecture school, the architects’ association and real estate, and asks how practice changes with age.
Listen to the episode [original ESP]
Aquarium
A fish on a mutual pension
[image: Viñeta del pez mutualista arquitecto.]Cartoon by Alberto Mendo. Source: Aquarium, SCALAE.On retiring, Repez finds that his pension barely pays for plankton. With other fish, he looks for a crossing into the waters of Spain’s public RETA scheme.
View in Aquarium [original ESP]

Ojo de Pez
[image: Pez dibujado a rotulador sobre papel.]Drawing by Olga Felip. Source: Aquarium, SCALAE.A fish drawn in marker on notebook paper, linked to the ebook in which Josep Camps and Olga Felip introduce themselves.
View in Aquarium [original ESP]
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	CRICURSA–TVITEC
Glass for the Sagrada Família
[image: Glass for the Sagrada Família]
Barcelona · Photo: Basílica de la Sagrada Família · LinkedIn	GEZE IberiaProject profile
Deloitte headquarters
[image: Deloitte headquarters]
Milan · Photo: GEZE Italy · GEZE
	COSENTINO
Cosentino City Barcelona
[image: Cosentino City Barcelona]
Refurbishment of the Diagonal showroom · Cosentino	FIGUERAS Seating
Nou Mestalla
[image: Nou Mestalla]
Valencia · Rendering of the future stadium · Figueras
	JANSEN IberiaProject profile
Santiago Bernabéu
[image: Santiago Bernabéu]
Madrid · Façades and rooflights · Jansen Iberia	BANDALUXProject profile
Neurocampus
[image: Neurocampus]
Bordeaux · Architects: VIB Architecture · Bandalux
	LedsC4Project profile
Meet Design Center
[image: Meet Design Center]
Madrid · Showroom lighting · Photo: Oriol Cuesta · LedsC4	ROCA Sanitario
Modular bathrooms at UIA 2026
[image: Modular bathrooms at UIA 2026]
Barcelona · Presentation at Roca Design Day · Roca

Read the original newsletter [original ESP]
Subscribe to the newsletter [original ESP]
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ASOCIACION NACIONAL DE MUTUALISTAS ARQUITECTOS

El Consejo de Ministros del 20 de octubre no ha declarado la tramitacion de urgencia del
Reglamento de la Ley Pasarela. Esto reduce considerablemente las posibilidades de su
aprobacion antes de las elecciones del 29 de noviembre.

Aunque no podemos descartar completamente que la aprobacion se produzca, incluso con un
Gobierno en funciones, debemos ser realistas y prepararnos para un posible retraso de varios
meses. Pero también debemos transmitir un mensaje claro: nuestros derechos siguen intactos
y ANMARQ no renuncia a ninguna de sus reivindicaciones.

Ante esta situacion, en ANMARQ consideramos necesario reforzar nuestra estrategia en dos
lineas fundamentales:
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