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TAFFIN 

WINTER 

NEWSLETTER 

 Iris an Taobh Sear          
An Dùbhlachd 2021 

 
Staffin Community Hall 
Association 

IT’S been a busy year for Talla 
Stafainn with the membership of the 
hall committee changing recently. 
New committee chairwoman Ann Marie 

Ferguson said: “Our previous chairman, Gordon Higgins, stepped down in order to 
focus on his health and the committee wish him all the best in his continued recovery.  
The new committee includes Colin Wilson, Elizabeth MacFarlane, Fiona 
Cruickshank, Roy Evans, Helen Atkins, Rob Gillies, Sonia Suman and Peter Richell - 
who continues as treasurer – are extremely committed in ensuring the hall is utilised 
as a vibrant community space for everyone to use.  
“We were busy over the last few months getting the hall open again for the summer 
season and a huge amount of work was completed to ensure that we were Covid-
compliant for opening up again. We were able to appoint cleaners to ensure that 
cleanliness standards were upheld, particularly in the public toilets, as we have re-
entered into the Highland Council Comfort scheme which had stopped during the 
pandemic.  
“A new Public Entertainment Licence was applied for and awarded, which has 
allowed us to host public events again – including the recent successful Blas ceilidh.  
The gym has reopened and we have had a raft of new gym members join which is 

wonderful to see! 
“Committee 
members worked 
hard to employ a 
new shop 
manager and 
staff, pic left, 
following 
Lyndsey’s 
departure to 
pursue her own 
business, with 
which we wish 
her well!  
“Huge thanks 
must go to Effie 
for coming out of 
retirement to step 
into the interim 
breach. Eilidh, 
Alex and Declan 
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have joined the team alongside Emma and Coral and all are doing a wonderful job 
keeping the shop looking good and well stocked.

“The committee (and other willing volunteers) pulled together to complete a huge 
clear out of storage areas within the hall and restaurant – a huge skip was filled 
within two hours!! This has been extremely useful for identifying issues for 
maintenance and possible improvements. We are currently looking at creating a new 
website for the hall, shop, gym and restaurant which will allow us to keep the 
community up to date on what is happening within the building. In the meantime, a 
new community noticeboard is in the planning for the foyer.   

Santa 
“The committee was delighted to host a Santa’s Grotto in the Hall last Saturday for 
local children. Refreshments were provided by The Hungry Gull and, following 
Santa’s visit there was some carol singing outside with Sophie Issacson and the 
children from Sgoil Stafainn.  
“I would like to take this opportunity to express my most sincere thanks to all the 
committee members for their continued hard work in the toughest of times and to 
wish the community as a whole a very merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful 
New Year.” 
 
Ionad Thròndairnis/ Trotternish Centre  
 
“We have secured money from the Coastal Communities Fund and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise to get the initial work completed to get the project through to 
applying for full planning consent,” writes Marion Anderson.  
 
Guthan na Tìre: Funding has been secured from Bòrd na Gàidhlig for the digital 
mapping project Guthan na Tìre. Work on this project will start next year and further 
details will be put on the Ionad Trotternish website in due course. 
  
Cùrsaichean Gàidhlig: We have been awarded funding from Colmcille fund to 
bring a Gaelic speaking group from Dublin to the Trotternish area in April next year. 
 
Cùrsaichean Samhraidh| Summer courses: Ionad Thròndarinis was pleased to 
welcome a group to its “Ionnsachadh tro Chultar Beò ann am Flòdaigearraidh” course 
in August. It was good to be able to safely meet students, in person, again. 
 
Blas Thròndairnis 
 
Ionad Thròndairnis, in collaboration with Fèisean nan Gàidheal, held an event last 
month at Staffin Hall celebrating the life and work of Màiri Mhòr nan Òran (Mary 
MacPherson) the Skye bardess by marking the 200th anniversary of her birth. 
Dr Priscilla Scott, Professor Alan Riach, Cailean MacLean, Maoilios Caimbeul and 
Anne Martin contributed to an interesting programme of talks and presentations. 
Kim Carnie, who in the past few days has been named Gàidhlig singer of the year, 
opened the cèilidh with her band. This was followed by a cèilidh with entertainment 
from Clann Thròndairnis, older teenagers who were previous Fèis Thròndairnis 
participants, Anne Martin and Kirsteen Graham. The Trust wishes to thank all who 
supported this event. 
 
Fèis Thròndairnis  
 
Again this year, Fèis Thròndarinis was unable to hold its usual format Fèis in July. As 
in 2020, we were paired with Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich (Lewis) for an online event. By 
teaming up, children from both sides of the Minch could be taught by some tutors 
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who were new to them. A few children enrolled for this Fèis. We remain hopeful of 
being able to hold an in-person Fèis in 2022. 
Margaret Nicolson 
 
Staffin Community Trust/ Urras an Taobh Sear 
 
Taighean a’ Chaisheil 
 
SIX families will open the doors to their new homes next month, after the handover 
date for the long-awaited new development in Stenscholl was confirmed.  
The three-bedroom homes will be completed on Monday, January 17. It comes 23 
years after the last affordable housing development opened in Staffin on the site of 
the old primary school. 
James MacQueen Building Contractors Ltd will complete the new health centre and 
two business premises in February. 
The £1.6million housing, health and economic development was progressed by 
Staffin Community Trust (SCT) - in partnership with the Communities Housing Trust 
(CHT) and Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association (LSHA) - amid concerns about 
the lack of available accommodation locally for families, a falling pupil roll at Bun 
Sgoil Stafainn and the declining population.  
Around 12 adults and eight children will call Taighean a’ Chaisheil their new home 
and SCT has paid tribute to the support received including the Kilmuir Estate, the 
Stenscholl township and Staffin Community Council, since the project’s inception 
back in 2014. An official opening will be held later in the year.  

Some of MacQueens' team on site. 

 
SCT director Donald MacDonald said: “The board of Urras an Taobh Sear is delighted 
to be nearing completion on a project that has taken seven years and has, at times, 
been fraught with challenges. At a time when we need more community 
empowerment this project has shown how far we, as a country, are from achieving 
that. The directors and staff of the trust must be thanked for their determination and 
diligence in seeing this through, when fatigue and burn out could have easily given 
rise to a different outcome. We wish the new residents many years of happiness 
within these homes which are an important step towards community sustainability 
and growth.”  
 
Ronnie MacRae, CHT chief executive, said: “This project is an excellent 
example of what can be achieved by communities through partnership working and 
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we are delighted to have provided 2 homes for discounted sale protected by the Rural 
Housing Burden. “Congratulations to SCT who have delivered this mixed 
development of homes and amenities that will enable a stronger more resilient 
Staffin and provide a template and confidence for many other similar communities to 
follow.” 
Dr Audrey Sinclair, Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association chairwoman, 
said: 
The completion of this project is good news on so many levels. It is proof that the 
tenacity of the Staffin community has paid off. It is also an example to other 
communities that partnership working can be successful in remote and rural areas. 
Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association is delighted to have been part of this project. 
My congratulations go to the families who will be occupying these homes and helping 
to sustain the Staffin community.” 
 
SCT looks forward to developing daily use of the new health centre over the coming 
years with NHS Highland, the key stakeholders and the community. SCT is also 
delighted to confirm that local aquaculture company Organic Sea Harvest (OSH), 
which has two salmon farms in Culnacnoc and Tote and employs 18 people, will be 
renting the new business premises at Taighean a’ Chaisheil. The units will be used as 
an office and works base, respectively, with staff digitally able to feed their fish from 
the premises when the weather bars them from getting to the farms.  
The income from the units, health centre and houses will be used by SCT to service a 
£140,000 mortgage on the project and surplus generated will be spent on managing 
and maintaining the new development.  
SCT bought the site for £70,000 using a Scottish Land Fund grant. The key project 
funders included the Rural Housing Fund, Highlands  
and Islands Enterprise, LEADER, the SSE Sustainable Development Fund, the 
Quaker Housing Trust, Ecology Building Society and a crowdfunding campaign, 
which raised more than £7,000, with the acclaimed Gaelic singer Alasdair Gillies 
personally donating £3,000. 
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SCT was grateful for a guarantor loan from Highland Council which allowed the 
contractor to be appointed and the siteworks to commence in summer 2020, after the 
first national Lockdown had delayed the project and made securing the capital 
funding significantly harder. HIE is a long-term funder of SCT’s project work through 
its Community Capacity Building Programme for fragile communities and its support 
was crucial to this project’s delivery. 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Kate Forbes said: “Years ago, the Staffin 
Community Trust conducted a study which concluded that depopulation could lead 
to the village’s primary school having no pupils within a decade. Against this 
backdrop, building new homes to encourage families to stay, and new ones to settle, 
is vital and I am absolutely delighted these six homes have now been built. 
“I understand the houses are designed for new families moving into the area, or to 
ensure those with existing ties are able to remain. The list of people that have 
expressed an interest demonstrates just how popular new, affordable housing is. In 
order for the Highlands to flourish, we need to encourage people into the area and for 
that to take place, we need affordable and sustainable housing.” 

 
Philip McCaherty, development manager at HIE’s Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross team, said: “We recognise that availability, affordability and energy 
efficiency of housing has been a major constraint to inclusive growth and we are 
delighted to help bring this ambitious project to fruition in this fragile part of Skye. 
This is an exciting and ambitious project that will deliver many benefits for our 
communities and we are very pleased to support it to help create of new business 
units in the area. Population retention and business growth across the region is at the 
heart of our mission. 

 
James MacQueen, of James MacQueen Building Contractors Ltd, said: 
“We are immensely proud to be involved in delivering much-needed affordable 
housing, creating homes for future generations and reinvigorating the local 
community. We wish the new Taighean a’ Chaisheil residents all the very best in their 
new homes.”  
 
Eilean a ‘Cheo Highland Councillor John Finlayson, said: “I am sure 
everyone is delighted that this key project is finally nearing completion and lessons 
will have been learnt to make sure the important partnership working that has 
facilitated things can run ever more smoothly in the future. At the end of the day 
what can be more relevant than supporting affordable housing for families, 
healthcare and employment in a rural area and I would like to congratulate SCT for 
driving this project forward over many years.” 

 
***SCT will be advertising a part-time post in the New Year seeking a candidate to 
manage the business premises and health centre when they open.  
 
Staffin Harbour Development 
 
ENCOURAGING progress has been made on the Staffin Harbour Development in the 
last few months and SCT is close to starting Enabling Works on the ground in early 
2022. 
Back in February 2020 – prior to the first Lockdown - SCT was successful in securing 
£969,000 from the Scottish Government’s Regeneration Capital Grant Fund (RCGF). 
A steering group made up of slipway users and local residents was formed in June 
2020 meeting online and supported SCT’s board of directors and staff significantly by 
progressing and refining the draft site plans. 
Project Manager Malcolm Henry, Drynoch, was appointed in January 2021 and a 
team of marine engineers, environmental consultants and aggregate consultants also 
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came on board to develop. A huge amount of work and time went into the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which is 500 pages long and can be read on 
the SCT website.  https://skyeecomuseum.com/latest 
 
Online community consultation events were held in March and September providing 
feedback which shaped the final design, see architect impression’s below, showing 
the harbour as it now in the top image, and how it will look upon completion.  
 

 
 
SCT has now secured a £900,000 grant from the Scottish Government for fisheries 
harbours assistance. These funds will mean that SCT can commence stage 1 of the 
project, the Enabling Works, including the upgrade of the current slipway road and 
installation of electricity supply to the harbour area. This will include extensive work 
on the road with the surface tarred, additional passing places created and verges 
strengthened etc. 
These works were formally approved by Highland Council’s planning service last 
month and SCT has invited several contractors to bid for the contracts. SCT will of 
course share more information about the roadworks in the coming weeks and 
encourages anybody with any queries about the project to visit the office, phone 
01470 562 464 or email staffin.ldo@gmail.com 
 
Prior to that, an archaeological impact study will be carried out in January.  SCT is 
working hard investigating other sources of capital funding for stage 2 of the project, 
which would be the construction of the new slipway and breakwater, installation of 
pontoons and improvements to the existing slipway and creation of on-shore facilities 
including toilets, secure boat storage and new business units. 
SCT is determined that the slipway will be returned to its primary purpose as a 
working community harbour and make it an attractive and welcoming place for 
everyone who wants to enjoy it. 
The new breakwater will create a sheltered haven that can be used by local and 
visiting boats, all year round. The new slipway will be in a different location, longer 
and wider allowing boats to operate at any state of the tide, and make it much safer 

https://skyeecomuseum.com/latest
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for vehicles to access. The gradient of the new slipway will be steeper to make it easier 
to launch and recover boats. The existing slipway will remain and be improved so 
that both sides of it can be used. The pontoons will provide local boats with safe 
berths that can be used 12 months of the year, and opportunities for visiting leisure 
craft to tie up for the night. 
The pontoons will also make it easier for boat trip operators giving visitors the 
opportunity to discover the coastline and abundant wildlife of the area. When the 
development is complete it will be managed by a part-time harbour manager. 
 
 
Druim nan Linntean – Skye Ecomuseum 

 
Over the last few months, we have been revisiting and sharing photographs collected 
more than 10 years ago for an exhibition at Columba 1400. There has been lots of 
interaction online from people with Staffin connections from all over the world.  
For those not on Facebook, they will all shortly appear on our website, 
www.skyeecomuseum.com 
Follow www.facebook.com/druimnanlinntean if you have not done so already. 
 
Sùil na Bràthan 
 
Recently full planning consent has been secured from Highland Council for the 

crofter’s memorial, Sùil na Bràthan, at Kilt Rock. It is planned that the construction 

of the drystone structure will begin in April 2022. This will be a permanent tribute to 

the agitations of the people of Staffin 

that took place during the land struggle 

of the 1880s. The quern stone will 

feature as an important symbol of the 

removal of independence of the people 

working the land.  These quern stones 

had been used to mill grains into flour in 

the homes of the crofters, with the 

removal of them meaning people were 

forced to use the landlord’s central mill.  

Work is still to be done to secure the full 

funding package required.  

http://www.skyeecomuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/druimnanlinntean
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Native Tree planting 

Early in January, more than 2,500 trees are to be planted along the back of Taighean 

a’ Chaisheil to provide a shelterbelt for the families moving into the homes and 

enhance biodiversity in the area.  Support was secured from ‘I Dig Trees’ and the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund.  

Skye Iconic Sites 

SCT is working on new visitor 

information for the Storr, Quiraing and 

the Fairy Pools. This is part of a wider 

project funded by NatureScot to 

improve paths and access and these 

three locations. 

Consultation was carried out at 

Minginish Hall over two days to 

determine new Fairy Pools information 

signage. Further consultation of Storr and Quiraing information signage will be 

carried out in January 2022. As part of this project, path work is being carried out by 

McGowan Ltd through Outdoor Access Trust for Scotland. Further work will be 

carried out at the Storr and Fairy Pools in 2022. 

 

St Andrews University Museum Studies Placement 

Work being undertaken by Hannah Page who is on a 10-week remote student 

placement placement with Druim nan Linntean. She is working on developing a 

schools pack and preparing us for Scotland’s Year of Stories 2021. Hannah is also 

working promotion of Druim nan Linntean | Skye Ecomuseum and its website over 

winter alongside Rachel Macdonald who is now marketing the SCT project. We are 

grateful to all that are working hard behind the scenes on all our projects. We look 

forward to sharing more with the community in the New Year.  

 

FilmG - Bun Sgoil Stafainn 

Not one but two films have been entered for the annual FilmG short film awards by 

Bun Sgoil Stafainn.  

Here is the GM 1-3 entry to this year’s FilmG competition. If you enjoy it, please give 

us a vote for the people’s choice award and SHARE       

https://www.filmg.co.uk/filmichean/uilleam-uaine/ 
 

The ssecond FilmG entry with older GM pupils telling the tale of Bonnie Prince 

Charlie in exile. We hope you enjoy it as much we did and be sure a VOTE and 

SHARE  

https://www.filmg.co.uk/filmichean/tearlach-san-eilean/ 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmg.co.uk%2Ffilmichean%2Fuilleam-uaine%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2b_Vj7ygVz05lnUjqILolki8TwstDN5VBaH3hiRpz8XeFDOVUC6T92mTo&h=AT1uBPEDP91F3gwXopmwCMNGzdoh0gn2jg5IfzC3wkVQ6Gyr8HO8JhXqbjgSoSJ8vJcB4Tf-zJGSFv7ZoV9TfaoSLANC9FAQLCz3JCptK2tmchxFVLjesVrpGnDqSgTsMcKn1nr9wLu70DSrww
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmg.co.uk%2Ffilmichean%2Ftearlach-san-eilean%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR37G20CR0iWHOXVZKqjQuROdJMPkJ2qQ62YYdM5NaJOjIjQ6Z1imwWOwQI&h=AT1uBPEDP91F3gwXopmwCMNGzdoh0gn2jg5IfzC3wkVQ6Gyr8HO8JhXqbjgSoSJ8vJcB4Tf-zJGSFv7ZoV9TfaoSLANC9FAQLCz3JCptK2tmchxFVLjesVrpGnDqSgTsMcKn1nr9wLu70DSrww

