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Talla Stafainn / Staffin Hall   

OUR committee members have been 
working hard through the year to keep 
Staffin Hall running well and ensuring 
that it continues to be the hub of the 
community, writes chairwoman Ann 
Marie Ferguson.  
The hall recently hosted the very 
successful photography exhibition Sùil 
an t-Solais which shone a light on 
Staffin residents and was a wonderful 
temporary addition – hopefully it has 
paved the way for more exhibitions in 
the future!  
The committee has also secured new 
rental contracts with both Staffin 
Stores and The Hungry Gull which 
ensures the community’s foodie needs 
are being met well into the future.  
Many of you would have also spotted 
that we have a new barber in the hall. 
Angie Mckichan has been working in 
the main hall while the exhibition was 
running but she is hoping to move into 
the small hall very soon which should 
make for a warmer environment while 

getting your hair done! Phone Angie 
on 07879 404 368 for an appointment 
or just call in. 
Speaking of warmth, unfortunately the 
wind turbine, which generates some 
income for the hall to help with the 
rising cost of energy, developed a fault 
earlier in the year which meant no 
money was being raised. Thankfully 
that fault has now been fixed and the 
turbine is spinning again and helping 
to generate that much needed 
income.  
The hall recently hosted a Diwali 
celebration in honour of our 
wonderful friends Sonia, Dave and 
family, of MacKenzie Stores. The party 
was a lot of fun.  
Attendees were able to enjoy a display 
of Bollywood dancing from Prayr, 
Dream and Angel, Highland dancing 
from Cynthia and bagpiping from 
Heav'n. It was a wonderful celebration 
of our multicultural community.  
On Nov 5 we hosted a successful 
Spooky and Sparkly night on behalf of 
the Bun Sgoil Stafainn Primary Parent 
Council and I’m sure Santa will be 
visiting the hall when he has a space in 
his diary in December!! 
                   Future  
There are a number of projects in the 
pipeline for the hall including 
redecoration of the foyer and toilets, 
improvements to the laundrette and 
continued improvements to the car 
park.  
The Staffin Community Hall 
Committee AGM is taking place in the 
hall on Thursday, December 1 at 7pm. 
We are looking for new members to 
help us achieve our vision for the hall 
from 2023 onwards and would 
welcome all to attend the AGM.  
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Urras an Taobh Sear / 
Staffin Community Trust 
 
STAFFIN HARBOUR: The marine 
licence was approved last month, 
which means that all the planning 
consents required for the 
development – both on and off-shore 
– are now secured. 
This is excellent news for the project’s 
momentum and testament to the hard 
work of the harbour steering group 
members over the past 18 months, 
supported by the Staffin Community 
Trust board and project team 
including the marine engineers, 
Wallace Stone. 
The project’s Enabling Works are 
progressing well: the slip road was 
upgraded to an excellent standard, 
while SSE has one wayleave 
outstanding for the electrical 
connection to the harbour area which 
will hopefully be approved in the 
coming weeks. Work will also 
commence on the water connection 
upon wayleave permission. 
SCT is very grateful to local 
aquaculture company Organic Sea 
Harvest for its support for the 
development and a £12,500 grant 
towards the cost of the slip 
roadworks. 
Earlier this year SCT hosted a visit by 
the Scotland Office Minister Iain 
Stewart MP and his team.  
Mr Stewart met members of the 
Staffin Harbour Steering group 
including Lachie Gillies, Charlie Elder, 
Donald MacDonald, Ally Young, Jock 
Gordon, Calum MacDonald, Alex 
MacInnes, Euan MacArthur and 
project manager Malcolm Henry.  
Local fishermen Donnie and Ally 
MacDonald, of The 
Chieftain, discussed the current 

limitations of our existing harbour 
with Mr Stewart, and how it affects 
their livelihood day-to-day. The 
MacDonalds have to ensure they can 
take fuel and water supplies with 
them to the harbour each day and 
highlighted the lack of secure boat 
storage and proper mooring facilities 
and the fact the current slipway is 
tidal dependent. The current basic 
facilities at the local authority-owned 
harbour affect all the users. 
 

Ally and Donnie MacDonald with Iain Stewart MP. 

To date SCT has now secured 
£2.2million in various Scottish 
Government grants. Following the 
Scotland Office visit SCT has now 
stepped up its funding efforts with the 
UK Government - given the Staffin 
Harbour development would meet 
several key aims of the current 
Westminster administration’s 
priorities. 
Economic projections are that the 
development would create the 
equivalent of 14 full-time jobs by the 
third year of the new harbour being 
operational, with another 23 jobs 
being safeguarded/supported. SCT’s 
economic consultant Steve Westbrook 
has also estimated six new businesses 
could be created in Staffin once the 
new harbour is established. 
In the meantime, SCT is hoping to 
issue a tender for the first phase of 
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works at the harbour and Lealt Quarry 
in the coming weeks. 
SCT has also purchased a new boat lift 
trailer to lift vessels in and out of the 
slip and is working on a development 
plan for its day-to-day operation 
which will be shared with the 
community as soon as possible.   
 
SKYE ECOMUSEUM:  
Sùil na Bràthan (Crofters’ Monument) 
 
A long-held ambition – which was 
suggested at one of the first SCT 
meetings way back in 1994 -  was to 
properly commemorate the Land 
Agitations of the late 1800s in Staffin. 
And that desire to mark the lasting 
impact our forebears had on the 
community - and the land we live on 
today - is finally about to be realised. 
 
Preliminary works are due to begin at 
the Kilt Rock for the construction of 
Sùil na Bràthan, which will look like a 
cottar’s cottage from that period of 
time. 

The interior will include the use of 
quernstones, an important part of the 
story.   
SCT’s programme manager Angus 
Murray has worked hard to ensure to 
secure the planning permission from 

Highland Council and capital grants 
from various funders, and has been 
ably assisted in that by Donald 
MacDonald, Dugald Ross and Ian 
MacDonald. 
Angus has liaised closely with the 
Valtos descendants of the agitators 
and there will be attractive signage 
when the structure is built to bring the 
story to life.  
The Kilt Rock has been chosen for the 
commemoration as it was frequently 
used as a clandestine meeting point by 
the embattled crofters to avoid 
accusations being levelled against any 
one individual or family. The Kilt Rock 
site will be accessible to the local 
community and will also create an 
opportunity to interpret this 
significant story to all, including 
visitors.  
As part of the build process, local 
people will be invited to get involved 
with the construction of the new 
structure.  
Hector Nicolson, of Sconser, will teach 
techniques of drystone walling in 
Gaelic and English. SCT is grateful to 
all in assisting getting this project to its 
advanced stage including the Kilmuir 
Estate (The Department), Urras an 
Eilein and Highland Council. SCT is 
now trying to close the funding gap to 
ensure the whole project is completed 
by next spring and would welcome 
any donations. 
 
Turas Uibh Rathach:  A group from 
Staffin recently visited a newly 
established Ecomuseum – a museum 
without walls - project in south west 
Ireland. A range of organisations in the 
Iveragh peninsula in Kerry have been 
working on how best to develop an 
Ecomuseum of their own, and wanted 
to learn from Staffin. Led by Angus 
Murray, the Taobh Sear party included 

The Staffin crofters, including Norman 'Parnell' 

Stewart, who led the rebellion against the landlord 

oppression and fought for more rights for their 

families. 
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Caroline Ross from Ellishadder, 
Andrew Whitehead from Digg, Sgoil 
Stafainn teacher Kevin Munsie and 
former Skye-based BBC broadcaster 
Calum MacLean. 
Iveragh is a dispersed rural community 
which shares many similarities with 
Staffin, including a chronic shortage of 
affordable housing. 
Members from another successful 
ecomuseum in the Llyn peninsula in 
Wales were also in attendance and 
the research visit was an excellent 
chance for the three Celtic countries 
to learn from each other. 
Some of the main highlights included a 
guided walk entirely in Irish of Cnoc na 
Tobar, meaning “Mountain of the 
Wells.” This was led by Séaghan Ó 
Súilleabháin a young farmer from 
Kerry. He was a great host, sharing 

local knowledge and stories that went 
back many generations, which rung 
true with ourselves. 
The group also learned about local 
individuals who went on to receive 
international recognition beyond their 
lifetimes, such as marine biologist 
Maude Delap. As a self-taught 
scientist she made many discoveries 
about jellyfish, plankton and collected 
specimens, in the vicinity of her home 
in Valentia Island.  

The group were also welcomed by 
staff at Carn Tóchair – who had 
actually visited the Columba 1400 
Centre in August - and heard a great 
deal about their successes in Irish 
language development in Northern 
Ireland.  
To meet Ecomuseum staff from other 
countries with many cultural and 
social similarities presented a great 
opportunity to exchange and develop 
project ideas for SCT. Among the 
proposals is the creation of a junior 
ecomuseum in Staffin. 
We are grateful to the LIVE 
partnership, Iveragh Irish Language 
Development team and staff at Carn 
Tóchair. Thanks to the Colmcille Grant 
Scheme through Foras na Gaeilge and 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig for supporting this 
exchange.  
 

TAIGHEAN A’ CHAISEIL 
 
It is hoped that GP clinics will resume 
in Staffin next month after the closure 
of the Nurse’s Cottage in August, at 
the purpose-built health centre.    
SCT constructed the new £250,000 
facility as part of the wider 
development and it was handed over 
to NHS Highland in May.  
NHSH staff have been busy preparing 
the new facility for the opening and 
working with the Portree Medical 
Centre, whose GPs will be operating 
out of the new building.  
The doctors plan to double the 
number of Staffin GP appointments, 
depending on staffing resources, at 
the new base to two weekly morning 
clinics. 
The target date of week commencing 
December 4 is now being worked 
towards. 
Skye Highland councillor John 
Finlayson said he was pleased to learn 

The Staffin group in Ireland. 
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the building would also host clinics 
covering vaccination, midwifery, 
podiatry, community mental health 
and Macmillan Cancer support 
services. 
“Myself and my colleagues really look 
forward to visiting the new health 
centre which I know the community 
are keen to see operating at full 
capacity,” he said. “It will be great to 
see NHS services fully operational and 
also see the breadth of community 
activity that I know is being planned.” 
 
Houses: January 2023 will mark a year 
since the residents moved uinto their 
new homes. Recent feedback to SCT’s 
letting agents, the Communities 
Housing Trust (CHT), is that they have 
settled well into life at Taighean a’ 
Chaiseil, and feel very much part of 
their own close-knit community.  The 
native tree scheme has grown well 
over the summer and SCT is now 
looking forward to the main 
contractor resolving snagging issues, 
prior to the retention period ending in 
February 2023.  
 

 
Taighean a’ Chaiseil children. 

Business Premises: SCT was delighted 
to formally agree a long-term rental 
lease for the two units with Organic 
Sea Harvest, which commenced on 
November 1. OSH, which employs 18 
people full-time, and is soon extending 
that to 21 employees, will use the 
units as their main management office 
and works base, respectively. OSH’s 

staff and vehicles are a familiar sight in 
Staffin and the company is already 
based within the old SCT Portakabin, 
holds accounts with both local shops 
and pays harbour fees at the slipway. 
The rental income from OSH and NHS 
Highland is crucial as it allowed SCT to 
secure a £140,000 mortgage for the 
construction stage, and will help pay 
for the annual management of the 
development. 

 
Honours 

 
Taighean a’ Chaiseil has now won 
three separate awards. They include: 
1) the excellence in regeneration and 
sustainability category at the Scotland 
Housing Awards;  
2) the community contribution 
category at the Scottish Home Awards 
2022;  
3) the Highlands and Islands 
Architectural Awards, where it was 
judged Best Project Overall. 
Next month the development is 
nominated in the Scottish 
Government-supported SURF 
Regeneration Awards in Glasgow.   
SCT views the awards as welcome 
recognition for Taighean a’ Chaiseil 
being a home for local people, a place 
where residents can access health 
care and where people can work 
locally.  
The real work now lies ahead for SCT 
in 2023 once the snagging period 
ends.  
SCT has to manage the development 
prudently with our partners CHT and 
the Lochalsh and Skye Housing 
Association on behalf of our 
community. 
There is a limited surplus of annual 
income, and we are now firmly in a 
recession and in the midst of a cost-of-
living crisis. Before the construction 
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start on site and work to secure the 
capital funding, SCT was operating 
during a pandemic so this will be 
another major challenge but we are 
confident with careful financial 
planning that we can meet what lies 
ahead. That is already well underway 
and Valtos-based accountant Joanna 
Jaques is working on a weekly basis for 
SCT and made a significant 
contribution since starting last April. 
*A short film about Taighean a’ 
Chaiseil by Hugh Campbell Marketing 
will be completed and shared with 
funders and the community by the end 
of the year. 
 
SCT’s Office within the Church of 
Scotland is open between Monday 
and Friday and anybody who wants to 
learn more about any of the projects 
or has any questions is encouraged to 
visit, phone 562 464 or e-mail 
staffin.ldo@gmail / 
skyeecomuseum@gmail.com 
 

Columba 1400 Centre  

WE HAD a very busy summer at our 
social enterprise café, writes Columba 
1400 Centre manager Stacey 
Campbell. We wouldn’t have been 
able to open to full capacity if we 
didn’t have our workforce bolstered 
by the young Staffin folk who worked 
so hard during their school, college or 
university holidays. 

Over winter we are now offering an 
Afternoon Tea from 2pm – 4pm. Pre-
booking is required so please do give  

us a ring the day before you intend to 
enjoy our sweet treats on 01478 
611400. Gift vouchers are available. 
We said farewell to OATS Travel who 
had been visiting the centre at least 
twice a week for lunch throughout the 
summer. Each week we welcomed a 
group of 12-16 Americans on a 
cultural tour of the Island. During their 
time at the centre, they received a talk 
about who we are at C1400 and the 
impact we make on the local 
community and throughout Scotland. 
 
The centre has been getting a wee 
makeover – we have replaced the 
carpets in the accommodation, 
painted in the Coracle, Redfox and the 
Badenoch rooms, we have also 
replaced the carpark lighting. Lots 
more to come too after being 
successful in a recent funding 
application. 
Simon Wallwork, Glenview, from Earth 
and Skye Yoga is now hosting a Gentle 
Yoga workshop in our Moffat Hall on 
Friday afternoons from 1.30 pm. All 
are welcome. 
This year we will have welcomed 32 
Leadership Academies to Staffin for 
young people and key adults in young 
people’s lives from throughout 
Scotland. Through our Academies we 
offer a safe space for them to discover 
their values, help them make positive 
personal, career and life choices – and 
giving them all equal opportunities for 
a bright, fulfilling future whatever 
their circumstances. 
 

Ionad Thròndairnis / 
Trotternish Centre  
 
Community events to show the plans 
for Ionad Thròndairnis in Flodigarry 
were first held on November 4 from 

mailto:staffin.ldo@gmail
skyeecomuseum@gmail.com
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7pm to 9pm at Kilmuir Hall and the 
following day at Staffin Hall between 
10am and 12 noon. 
 
Ionad Thròndairnis worked with Blas 
on a successful event to celebrate 300 
years since Flora MacDonald was 
born. It was held on November 18 at 
Monkstadt House in Kilmuir.  
This event was to have been held in 
September but had to be postponed 
due to water supply issues at 
Monkstadt House. Eilidh MacKenzie 
started work as Project Co-ordinator 
for the Guthan na Tìre project in 
August.  A Festival of the Land event 
was held in and around Kilmuir Hall on 
the 18-19 November. 
 
Please keep an eye out for further 
information on this interesting and 
exciting cultural programme of events. 
For further information please contact 
eilidh@trotternish.org 

 
Bun Sgoil Stafainn /  
Staffin Primary School 
 
PUPILS took part in the Blythswood 
Care shoebox appeal again this year. 
With the support of our local 
community and the use of the Free 
Church of Scotland Hall, the school 
was able to send 112 boxes and a 
cheque for £375 for their 
transportation. 

 
Fèis Thròndairnis / Trotternish 
Fèis  
 
Fèis Thròndairnis returned in its usual 
format this year having been offered 
in an online format, in partnership 
with Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich, in 2020 
and 2021. 

Against the trend with some Fèisean, 
we saw an increase in numbers this 
year. We were pleased to welcome 46 
young people to the Fèis. Our tutors 
this year were a blend of those who 
have been with us for a few years and 
a few locally based tutors, including 
two who started off as Fèis 
participants as eight-year-olds. All 
being well, the dates for next year’s 
Fèis will be the week of 24 -28 July, 
2023. Thanks must be given to all who 
support the Fèis and help make it 
happen. 
Once again, we were able to hire Bun-
sgoil Stafainn, Talla Stafainn and the 
Wooden Spoon at Columba 1400 to 
facilitate the Fèis. As always, we were 
well supported by the parent body, 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal. 
Margaret Nicolson, chairperson Fèis 
Thròndairnis 

 
Remembrance Services /  
Seirbhisean Cuimhneachaidh 
  
AROUND 50 people gathered at the 
two war memorials in the Staffin 
district on Remembrance Sunday to 
remember those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice.  
In a very welcome but unusually mild 
and calm November afternoon, the 
services at the monuments in 
Culnacnoc first, and then in Staffin, 
were held to honour those local men 
who never returned home, as well as 
Allied airmen who perished in our own 

Thirty people gathered at the Staffin War Memorial. 

mailto:eilidh@trotternish.org
https://www.facebook.com/Blythswood-Care-192435257454944/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxadXa5CepbaR0eP5ehFGDhQkQB5rR9XI8yPe_kjLjZ_xsqrK9umYjG8GvsHAFVrfJs2yQnKkM5IXZ87WTk-brg9yejeW45oBmqK8lpXd4olQqR4Ch_b_-UMPH3KkYE4vzEajfKzL-vQl3NtNH1QF2yISxP1R4J-Q9TPPb_47PU22b4ccSiepeHQRbqpS7T4s&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/Blythswood-Care-192435257454944/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxadXa5CepbaR0eP5ehFGDhQkQB5rR9XI8yPe_kjLjZ_xsqrK9umYjG8GvsHAFVrfJs2yQnKkM5IXZ87WTk-brg9yejeW45oBmqK8lpXd4olQqR4Ch_b_-UMPH3KkYE4vzEajfKzL-vQl3NtNH1QF2yISxP1R4J-Q9TPPb_47PU22b4ccSiepeHQRbqpS7T4s&__tn__=kK*F
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community. Led by Donald 
MacDonald, Glasphein, the service at 
2.30pm saw Janet Lamont from Valtos 
lay the Remembrance wreath at 
Culnacnoc with 20 people in 
attendance. Culnacnoc native Donald 
MacLeod then read out the names of 
all the soldiers and seamen listed on 
the memorial who died in the First and 
Second World Wars including the 
patronymics or sloinneadh of each 
individual, which is a key feature of 
both services every year. A two-
minute service was observed and 
Dòmhnall Alasdair MacDonald, 
Glasphein, played Flowers of the 
Forest on the small pipes. The 
Culnacnoc memorial was built in 1921 
and commemorated initially the seven 
former pupils of Valtos School who 
died in WWI. Other names of those 
who served in various capacities 
during both World Wars were added 
later. Before the school was 
demolished in the late 1930s it stood 
directly above the memorial. 

Donald MacDonald also delivered the 
second service at the Staffin War 
Memorial, next to the Kilmartin River, 
with 30 local people attending and 
Dòmhnall Alasdair again playing the 
pipes. Angus Ross, Ellishader, read out 
the names of the Staffin men along 
with their sloinneadh. He also named 
the American crew members of the 
Flying Fortress which crashed into 
Beinn Edra at the very end of the 
Second World War. A plaque 
remembering the men was added to 
the monument several years ago. 
Wreaths were laid by Ewen MacLeod, 
Garafad, on behalf of the American 
servicemen, Liz MacFarlane, Stenscholl 
for Bun Sgoil Stafainn and Colin 
Wilson, Trotternish Avenue, for Staffin 
Community Council / Trust. 

Ball-Coise / Football 
 
Although the World Cup has now 
commenced there is an abundance of 
talent already on show every Monday 
evening at the Stade de Columba…  
A group of Staffin males, including our 
diaspora in Portree and Kilmuir 
neighbours, ranging in age from 20 to 
mid-40s have been gracing the 
Columba 1400 Astro pitch since last 
winter. The match is generally a 
mixture of grizzled veterans and 
younger talent, with the older players 
generally adopting a defensive low 
block to thwart the high energy 
gegenpressng of the more youthful 
opponents. 
The 5-a-sides start at 7pm and 
anybody keen to play is very welcome 
to come along.  

 
Iomain / Shinty  
 
Clachan 
youngster 
Lachlan 
MacLeod 
scooped 
the 
Primary 
Player of 
the year 
award at 
Skye 

Camanachd’s end of season dinner 
dance in November. The 10-year-old 
has been an ever present this season. 
His parents, Allan and Joanna, also 
won awards at the same event for 
their voluntary contribution to the 
club, which won promotion to the 
sport’s Premiership league this 
season.  
 
 

Lachlan MacLeod. 


