March 2019

Hello everyone
Welcome to our March 2019 Newsletter – letting our members know what we are up to.
February felt like a very short month indeed but you’ll be pleased to hear that we’ve
been busy organising engagement opportunities and meeting our members.
We continue to focus on collaboration and engagement – for example, we welcomed the
Chief Pilots from all four helicopter operators in the UK for an hour-long webinar to
discuss workforce queries and launch our helicopter safety awareness courses for 2019.
We have much more planned for March – please have a look at our schedule going
forward and come along to one of our events. We would love to see you.
With best wishes from the Step Change in Safety team.

1. Recent News
Helicopter Safety Awareness Webinar
19th February 2019
We were delighted to welcome the Chief Pilots and senior representatives from helicopter operators Babcock,
Bristow, CHC and NHV, to a webinar in February to formally launch Step Change in Safety’s 2019 Helicopter
Safety Awareness courses. The live webinar welcomed questions from all across the UKCS to discuss key issues
and present the content of the courses. Don’t worry if you missed it because you can watch the webinar online:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tdKFfrN8LM&feature=youtu.be

Many thanks to (L-R):
Chris Cooper, NHV
Harry Bos, CHC
Dave White, Babcock
Ashleigh Sturt, Bristow
Andy Farmer, Bristow

New Co-Chairs for Step Change in Safety’s Leadership Team
This Spring sees a change at the top of Step Change in Safety’s Leadership team as our current co-Chairs step down
and hand over the roles to their successors.
We are so grateful to Donald Taylor, Managing Director TAQA; and Erik-Jan Bijvank, VP International, Stork; for
their dedication to Step Change in Safety and the invaluable work that they have carried out on our behalf during
their tenure.
Taking over at the helm of the Step Change in Safety Leadership Team are Craig Wiggins, SVP Global HSSE, Aker
Solutions; and Bob Fennell, Director of Operations, Chrysaor. More details to follow in the April update.

Pic: Donald Taylor and Erik-Jan Bijvank receive a token of our appreciation from incoming Step Change in Safety coChair, Craig Wiggins, Aker Solutions.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wood Safety Forum
February 21st 2019
Step Change in Safety was asked to join Wood at its Safety Forum which was held on the 21st February at
Murrayfield stadium, Edinburgh.
The programme for the day included a number of keynote speakers and also a workshop element with smaller
groups taking part in 6 breakout sessions.

Step Change in Safety Programme Delivery Manager Richard Bevan gave a presentation about the work which was
undertaken by our organisation in 2018 and what we have got planned this year.
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Press and Journal Morning Briefing
February 21st 2019
Our Head of Communications, Kirstin Gove, was invited to take part in “The Press and Journal – Morning Briefing”
which focussed on Oil and Gas Industry Safety: Preventing Accidents through better communication.

This well-attended industry event and panel session explored how communications can be improved to ensure
safer operations. Step Change in Safety’s resources and programmes such as Major Accident Hazard
Understanding and Safe Working Essentials were all discussed during the session. Also on the panel with Kirstin
were Rona Jamieson, Burness Paull; Trevor Stapleton, OGUK; and David Ramsay, Kelvin TOP-SET.

Major Accident Hazard Understanding
Bowtie Lunch & Learn, Wednesday 13 March
**Fully booked**
Bowties – not just for clowns and hipsters
A bowtie can be used to illustrate the multiple causes of Major Accidents and the barriers that are in place to
prevent an event occurring. This workshop will guide the delegate through creating a simple bowtie and will
demonstrate the importance of good barrier management.
Venue:
Member price:
Date:
To book:

Step Change in Safety, 2nd floor, The Exchange 2, 62 Market Street, AB11 5PJ
£0.00 (Non-members £30)
Wednesday, 13 March 2019 - 12:00pm to 2:00pm
Visit our website /click here: https://bit.ly/2UclLgJ
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**CALLING ALL SAFETY REPS**
Elected Safety Rep event
Wednesday 27 March
Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen

Following on from our successful and popular ESR day in November last year, Step Change in Safety have
committed to delivering two events in 2019 aimed at Elected Safety Representatives. These events will be
interactive, allow knowledge sharing and an opportunity to meet other safety reps from all over the North Sea.
More information about content will be available nearer the time. Food and freebies shall be provided!
If you have any questions, or content you would like to see, please email ESR@StepChangeInSafety.net
Venue:
Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65)
Date:
Wednesday 27 March 10:00am to 15:00
To book:
Visit our website /click here https://bit.ly/2COJX1F

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“All workers have a fundamental
right to work in an environment
where risks to their health and
safety are properly controlled.”

30 years of Si971
Elected Safety Rep event
Wednesday 18 September
Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen

The Offshore Installations (Safety Representatives and Safety Committees) Regulations 1989 (SI971) provides the
legal framework for the operation. This year marks 30 years since the introduction of Si971.
To mark the 30 year anniversary, Step Change in Safety is holding a special ESR event.
More information about content will be available nearer the time.
If you have any questions, or content you would like to see, please email ESR@StepChangeInSafety.net
Venue: TBC
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65)
Date: Wednesday, 18 September 2019 - 10:00am to 3:00pm
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Helicopter Awareness course
Thursday 18 April
Hosted by Babcock in Aberdeen
All offshore helicopter operators in the UK are coming together to work with Step Change in Safety to present an
awareness course for helicopter safety. The Helicopter Safety Awareness Courses will be run throughout 2019,
jointly presented by Babcock, Bristow, CHC and NHV. The courses are aimed at the offshore workforce to get a
better understanding of the processes involved in helicopter maintenance, engineering and flight ops.
The course will cover:
1. Flight Operations
2. Passenger Handling
3. Engineering
The first half of the course will be presentation-based, and the second half is an optional tour of the helicopter
hangar. This is a unique opportunity to get up close and personal with the helicopters. The courses are aimed at
offshore workers, onshore logistics personnel, supervisors and all those with an interest in helicopter safety.
Delegates are also welcome to invite family members who would benefit from a better understanding of the
helicopter safety process - a great opportunity to reassure your loved ones about helicopter safety.
Venue:
Jurys Inn, Dyce & Babcock Helicopters
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65) Limited numbers available.
Date:
Thursday, 18 April 2019 - 9:30am to 12:00pm
To book:
Visit our website /click here https://bit.ly/2RKg4K9

Helicopter Awareness course
Tuesday 2nd July
Hosted by Bristow in Aberdeen
Venue:
Jurys Inn, Dyce & Bristow
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65) Limited numbers available.
Date:
Tuesday 2nd July - 9:30am to 12:00pm
To book:
Visit our website /click here: https://bit.ly/2Rri6tC
Helicopter Awareness course
Thursday 26 September
Hosted by NHV in Norwich
Venue:
NHV Norwich
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65) Limited numbers available.
Date:
Thursday 26 September 2019 - 9:30am to 12:00pm
To book:
Visit our website /click here https://bit.ly/2RKg4K9
Helicopter Awareness course
Tuesday 5 November
Hosted by CHC in Aberdeen
Venue:
Jurys Inn, Dyce & CHC
Member price: £0.00 (Non-members £65) Limited numbers available.
Date:
Tuesday 5 November 2019 - 9:30am to 12:00pm
To book:
Visit our website /click here https://bit.ly/2AUFwBV
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Competence Forum:
7 March

8:30am to 11:30am The theme is "Organisational Competence" and we will be welcoming a guest speaker Allan Errington, HSEQ Manager, ESS Support Services Worldwide.

23 May
5 September
14 November

8:30am to 11:30am
8:30am to 11:30am
8:30am to 11:30am

The topics for this forum will be updated in due course.
Venue: Step Change in Safety, The Exchange 2, 62 Market Street, Aberdeen AB11 5PJ
Membership price: £0.00 (Non-members £65)

Lifting Forum:
20 March
9:00am to 12:00pm
12 June
9:00am to 12:00pm
11 September 9:00am to 12:00pm
20 November 9:00am to 12:00pm
The topics for this forum will be updated in due course.
Venue: Step Change in Safety, The Exchange 2, 62 Market Street, Aberdeen AB11 5PJ
Membership price: £0.00 (Non-members £65)
To book your place, please visit the events section of our website.
https://www.stepchangeinsafety.net/news-events/events

3. Meetings – March 2019
Thursday 7th

Major Accident Hazard Understanding workgroup meeting

Thursday 7th

Safety Alerts and Moments workgroup meeting

Wednesday 13th

Leadership Team Breakfast

Monday 25th

Joined-up Thinking workgroup meeting
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4. Membership Engagement Events
Following on from the success of the recent Step Change in Safety lunchtime “roadshow” in the restaurant at
Chevron House which gave Chevron employees the opportunity to find out more about our free safety resources
and to ask questions about our workgroups, events and ways to get involved, we are delighted to announce
several more similar events throughout March.
Wednesday 6th March – Shell Collaborate Day at Shell HQ, Aberdeen (pictured). Step Change in Safety support
staff were delighted to host a stand which showcased our resources
to Shell employees. It was a great opportunity for us to also explain
how our members can attend events, download resources, and
take part in our workgroups. Many thanks to our Shell Focal Point
Arron Baxter, Duncan Manning (Leadership Team member),
Padraig McCloskey, Bruce Taylor and Kenny Lawtie.
Wednesday 19th March – Aker Solutions, Dyce, Aberdeen.
Wednesday 20th March – TAQA, Westhill, Aberdeen.
Thursday 21st March – Sodexo, Aberdeen.
We would welcome the chance to come along to your company offices and hold a similar information event.
If you would be interested in hosting such an event, please get in touch kirstin@stepchangeinsafety.net

CAN YOU HELP? We would like to invite all our members and companies to consider what type of ‘Safety
Moment’ and ‘Safety Alert’ would be of interest to you in the future.
• Do you have an idea for a Safety Moment or Alert?
• Which themes or topics would you like to see explained?
• Have you received some interesting safety information from colleagues at home or abroad which you would
be able to share?
Please get in touch with Gillian Simpson, e: gillian@stepchangeinsafety.net or (01224) 577278 to share your
thoughts and ideas. We would really appreciate your views and contributions.

Recently published Safety Alerts:
Lithium ion battery overheated following exposure to water: https://www.stepchangeinsafety.net/saferconversations/safety-alerts/lithium-ion-battery-overheated-following-exposure-water
Serious cut to finger whilst handling insulation jacket:
https://www.stepchangeinsafety.net/safer-conversations/safety-alerts/serious-cut-finger-whilst-handlingPage 7
insulation-jacket

6. Safe Working Essentials
Safe Working Essentials – Revision 3
The Safe Working Essentials (SWE) team have developed a set of new standard control of work tools that have
been taken from industry good practice. The new tools are designed to replace your current tools and
complement your control of work process, with the aim of standardising what we do both on and offshore
within the UKCS.
The tools build upon the success of the Observation card, dynamic risk assessment and TBT form, all with the
same look, feel and simplicity.
The new set of tools consist of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hazard ID
Risk Assessment
Task Instruction
TBT (updated)
Task Assurance
Obs card (updated)
After Action Review (new form based on the TBT form)

All forms feature the same Life Saving Rules and workplace hazards of the last revision but with the addition of
4 new categories:
Major Accident Hazard, Human Performance, Safety Systems and Environmental

E-Observation data base System
The Safe Working Essentials (SWE) E-Observation tool (E-Obs) has been developed in response to
industry need and with industry input and support.
The E-Obs system allows users of the SWE Observation card to; input a card, give feedback, assign actions,
track actions and trend data from the cards.
With this functionality not only can the asset operator trend data from their asset but service companies are
able to pull a high-level anonymised report for their employees working within the UKCS.
We are still in the early stages of testing this system but would like to invite early adopters. This is so we can
input more data into the system to ensure we have the right process flow and more importantly it works for
the end user, you. Early adopters will have an opportunity to influence how the system works and be part of
something which has never happened before within the UKCS.
If your company is interested in becoming an early adopter, please contact:
Richard Bevan e: Richard@stepchangeinsafety.net
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7. Tea Shack News
The DEADLINE for all contributions for the next edition of “Tea Shack News” is:

Monday 1st April 2019
There is no particular theme for this edition so please feel free to submit any of the following:
• News stories
• Company news
• Features
• Opinion pieces – named or anonymous
• Funny observations
• Amusing tales
• ….. and anything else you can think of!

Please email:
Or give Kirstin a call on:

kirstin@stepchangeinsafety.net
07817 667091

We can also offer advertisement opportunities if required.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed articles, features and company news. Please keep it coming!
You can download a copy of every edition of Tea Shack News from our website at:

https://www.stepchangeinsafety.net/sites/default/files/Tea_Shack_News
_February_2019.pdf
If you are not receiving any hard copies and would like to be added to the distribution list, please let us know.
Also, if the contact person for TSN or your address have changed, do send us an email so we can update our
records. We’re grateful to all those who forward on the TSN link and/print off copies for their employees and
colleagues. If you would like to know any more about TSN distribution, please get in touch.
The next edition of “Tea Shack News” will be published in the Energy section of the Press and Journal on:
Monday 6th May 2019
Are you and your colleagues aware that all our news and events feature on our social media channels? Social
media is a great source of constant interaction with us so make sure that you’re following our various
platforms and encourage your colleagues to give us a ‘like’ too!
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