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to the fourth issue of The Four Corners, a free children’s literature 
newsletter published by the Library at BGU to promote children’s literature 

and its Teaching Resources Collection (TRC). It is published bi-annually and edited by Rose 
Roberto, Teaching Resources Librarian and historian, and Amy Webster, Senior Lecturer in 
Education Studies. In addition to our regular features listed below, this issue’s special theme is 
‘serendipity’. We discuss books that surprised us as readers, or books that contained a surprise or 
discovery.  Other articles reflect childhood recollections on reading and the use of children’s 
literature in classrooms for teaching.  

 
We are also delighted to have a piece by Prue Goodwin, a graduate of BGU who, as a respected 
authority on primary education, received an honorary BGU doctorate in 2021. Prue has written 
and edited nearly 20 books on literacy through creativity, and educator’s guides to inspiring, 
inclusive and empowering books. After many years as a primary and middle school teacher, Prue 
served as a director of the National Centre for Language and Literacy at the University of 
Reading, then as a consultant in literacy and learning for UK schools and publishers.  She has 
recently donated hundreds of children’s books to BGU’s Library—a couple of these these are 
reviewed in this issue, and have an element of serendipity.   
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Prue Goodwin enriches the Teaching Resources Collection  

‘Books don't know any boundaries. They don't know wealth or class or anything else. And people who 
collect them have connections and interests and curiosities that transcend all that,’ said Bernard  
Margolis, director of the Colorado Pikes Peak Library District in the US.   While libraries can include 1

one or more collections, a single collection, built over the years by a specific book collector, usually has 
an thematic idea underpinning the books selected.  

From Autumn 2021 - Summer 2022, Prue 
Goodwin generously donated her personal 
collection of over 400 children’s books, which 
included novels, picture books and poetry 
anthologies.  All reflected her time as an 
educator, one who cares passionately about 
promoting literacy by imparting a love of 
reading. Her collection clearly was a ‘working’ 
one, shared with primary schools throughout 
the UK. While there were signs that many of 
the volumes had been well-handled by pupils, 
most were in surprisingly pristine condition.  
Some were published less than a year ago, and 
all complemented other items housed in the 
Teaching Resources Collection (TRC).  

For instance, more than half of the books have 
links to themes prioritised in the TRC—they 
are related to diversity and inclusion, 
environmentalism or social justice. They also 

provide vivid visual examples of characters 
showcasing kindness and respectful behaviour.  Multiple books have also been added to reading lists 
that support BGU’s Children’s Literature and Literacy MA programme.  Many of the books were also 
winners of CILIP’s Kate Greenaway and Carnegie prizes. 

In line with the social and cultural aspects of BGU’s history and education courses, more than a dozen 
of the books feature characters surviving military invasions or displacement by natural disaster.   For 
example, a book such as The Day War Came (Candlewick, 2018) by Nicola Davies shows what 
happens when children have to live in refugee camps, or relive a traumatic event experience, and need 
the help and empathy of strangers. Other books enable children to reflect on their family connections, 
and emotions around love and loss—Joy (words & pictures, 2018), by Corrinne Averiss provides a 
sympathetic portrait of family in its narrative. Three intriguing non-fiction books, by Wayne Jackman, 
David A. Adler and Ann Kramer, address conflict directly impacting families and children by 
presenting different aspects of Anne Frank’s biography.  In the 75 years since this was published,  
there is continuing interest in her compelling narrative by educators. 

Prue Goodwin’s collection of books reflect educational themes, narratives of resilience, and a diversity 
of characters making their way in the world.  The collection also highlights trends in educational 
publishing over the past three decades. We are delighted that Prue chose our library to be its 
custodian.      

 Smith, Scott. `A passion for pages: Book collecting is a lot more than collecting books’ Colorado Springs Gazette - 1

Telegraph; Colorado Springs, CO. 02 June 1996: F5
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NOTES FROM OUR LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

BY ROSE ROBERTO, TEACHING RESOURCES LIBRARIAN 

Examples of books donated to BGU by Prue Goodwin.Photo by Rose Roberto. 
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LILI Annual Lecture: More than Meets the Eye by Prue Goodwin  
 
Bishop Grossetteste 
University has several 
Research Knowledge 
Exchange Units (RKEU) 
which support research 
on individual and 
collaborative projects. 
The LiLi (Literature and 
Literacies) RKEU hosts  
a variety of activities 
including an annual 
guest lecture; this year’s 
occurred on 18 January 
2022. Educator Prue 
Goodwin, a BGU 
graduate and a 2021 
honorary doctoral 
recipient, took us on a 
journey through picture books and the experiences of a teaching career that started at BGU in 1965. Prue 
has recently retired as a freelance lecturer for education professionals. Her passion and delight for teaching 
and helping children to read was evident throughout, in what she revealed would be her last lecture. 

Prue opened her lecture by asking: ‘What is a children’s book?’ saying the term ‘books for children’ is often 
conflated with ‘picturebooks'. Setting out to correct this misunderstanding, she specified that ‘picture 
books’ (two words) are books often shared with little children, and their illustrations are designed to 
accompany fun text.  Often these whimsical books have no deep meaning, yet they facilitate a shared 
activity and create comfortable communication spaces—connecting adults and children. ‘Picturebooks’, on 
the other hand, are for any age of reader, and there are layers of subtext as well as text. She then proceeded 
to showcase some thoughtful examples of ‘picturebooks’.  

Prue read from many books, including Ellington Was Not A Street (Simon & Schuster, 2004) by Ntozake 
Shange (see page 9), Hello Baby (Frances Lincoln, 2009) by Jenni Overend, The Stinky Cheese Man and 
other fairly stupid tales (Puffin, 1993) by Jon Scieszka and The Story of the Dancing Frog (Barrington 
Stoke, 2017) by Quentin Blake. She urged us to question volumes that on the surface appeared simple; to 
consider: What is a story really about? Prue challenged us to look for deeper meanings in any literature. 
When discussing Art Spiegleman’s Maus (Penguin, 2003), which depicts the horror of the Jewish 
Holocaust through cartoons, Prue demonstrated how, at first glance, a volume could be confused with a 
book that is suitable for young children. However, it is Maus’s content and not its format, that makes it 
more suitable for older readers.  
 
In the lecture, Prue defined visual literacy as: ‘an ability to create, interpret and understand meanings from 
images, designs and shapes.’ Furthermore, she argued that picturebooks can only be fully understood by 
combining the meanings of written text, images, and ideas. The illustrations and images in picturebooks are 
not simply there to tell us what the words are saying—they are feeding our imaginations and giving us ideas 
that words are deliberately not saying. 

Finally, Prue stressed the importance of visual literacy in the classroom and argued that words and pictures 
can be powerful in stimulating responses and in communicating powerful ideas. She shared anecdotes 
about her experiences reading to children and the unexpected responses they shared to the books. She 
concluded by saying  ‘learning how to look, really look, is an essential skill for children.’ Getting children to 
engage with books and stories motivates young readers to overcome any initial comprehension problems. 
Watch Prue’s lecture in its entirety: https://youtu.be/wrFekAQICR8 
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FEATURES SECTION 

BY ANGELA WADDELL, MA STUDENT, CHILDREN’S LITERATURE AND LITERACIES

Screenshot of BGU’s recorded Goodwin’s Lecture at Constance Stewart Hall, (online: https://youtu.be/wrFekAQICR8)

https://youtu.be/wrFekAQICR8
https://youtu.be/wrFekAQICR8
https://youtu.be/wrFekAQICR8
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Good Conversations about Books  

 
Nobel prize winner Francis Crick once said ‘How do I know what I think until I hear what I say?’ 
As we speak, meanings are clarified for us as the speaker, as well as for the listener.  Children 
benefit from the process of talking about books with their teachers and classmates, which can 
occur during individual and shared guided reading, or in any discussion following a read aloud 
session to the whole class.  

‘Talk’ has two dimensions, both of which are vital to learning and reinforcing literacy skills. There 
is a social dimension, which enables children to practice communicating through conversations 
with each other, and a cognitive dimension, which supports perception, reasoning, and 
hypothesis-building. Conversations trigger active learning, talking aids comprehension, and 
personal interaction sparks ideas and imagination—all desirable attributes in a literate classroom.  
‘Interthinking’, a term coined by Professor Neil Mercer in The Guided Construction of 
Knowledge: Talk Amongst Teachers and Learners (Multilingual Matters Ltd., 1995), is where a 
combination of social and cognitive skills emerges and develops simultaneously between a group 
of people sharing any type of task, including when discussing a book. While there is no definitive 
way for teachers to talk about book with students, in his book Tell Me (Thimble Press, 1993), Aiden 
Chambers suggests three types of discussion to facilitate open-ended questioning, as expanded 
below: 
• Enthusiasm, feelings, dis/likes  
• Puzzles, difficulties, or queries  
• Finding connections and patterns in the story narrative,  

book theme, or vocabulary or language used by characters 

Enthusiasm, feelings, dis/likes 

 

Once readers get engrossed in a book, sharing personal opinions and feelings increases their 
understanding by encouraging others to also talk about the shared text. For example, here is a 
short extract of a very heated group discussion by a group of 8- and 9-year olds about Floella 
Benjamin’s Coming to England (Macmillan Children, 1995): 
 Oliver: ‘I read Coming to England – it was brilliant. It was about a girl from an island 
 and she came to England because her parents wanted to go there.’  

 Hannah:  ‘They started school and she was laughed at and bullied for being a different    
 colour – which wasn’t fair and then she was told off for talking in the accent that she’s    
 grown up to – she was told off by the teachers for that.’ 
 
 Oliver:  ‘She was good at sports and one day when she won the race. She was meant to take the   
 cup home for the weekend but one of the teachers just came along and took it off her because she   
 was a different colour.’ 
 
 Katy: (alarmed) ‘What? That’s unfair! Especially for teachers, I can imagine children doing that   
 but not teachers … because teachers are grown up, they’re meant to be sensible – more sensible. 
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BY PRUE GOODWIN, BGU ALUMNI AND EDUCATION CONSULTANT

FEATURES SECTION 

FEATURES SECTION 

Detail of new edition of Coming to England record from BG Library catalogue. 
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Thinking through puzzles, difficulties, or questions raised in text 

Children in their early years are often very logical, as demonstrated by these unexpected, but 
deeply considered, comments following a story time in a Reception class: 

Kathryn: (after reading a Christmas story, announced, philosophically) ‘there must be real 
angels because there are gold and silver crayons’. 

‘Can we really see someone dreaming?’ asked Joseph’s teacher during a discussion of Maisy’s 
Rainbow Dream (Walker Books, 2003) by Lucy Cousins.  

Joseph: (after deep thought) ‘[Yes,] we might see steam coming out of their heads.’ 

Hannah: (responding to a discussion on folk tales) ‘There are no trolls really. There are wolves 
in the world, but they are a long way away.’ 

Authentic and serendipitous conversations about reading can be both structured and informal 
according to intended learning outcomes. Ideally though, there should always be time for 
unrestricted conversations which, ultimately, will enhance children’s literacy and oral skills. It is 
those occasions when teachers and learners forget the usual formalities and just talk deeply. 

Building connections and seeing patterns 

A class of Year 3 children listened to the opening pages of Margaret Mahy’s The Great Piratical 
Rumbustification (Puffin, 1981). ‘The sign of a pirate party is a message in the night sky,’ read the 
teacher. ‘How do you think the words got into the sky?’ she asked. 

Working in small groups the children chatted about and sketched their answers. Later, holding up their 
drawings, they suggested fireworks, acrobats, parrots flying in formation, kites with letters attached, 
and all sorts of other practical ideas. Then, a rather timorous little girl stood up and, holding her 
drawing, said, ‘When pirates die, their souls become stars go up into the sky and write PIRATE PARTY.’ 
 
Final thoughts 

When we talk about books, they become a part of us.  In conversations about shared books, whether it be 
about the text itself or the theme, the emphasis of the conversation should not be on getting students to 
agree with each other all the time, but about exchanging a wide range of responses. By listening to 
different views students may have their opinions reinforced, or changed completely.  As can we, the 
adults in the room. We should celebrate genuine conversations, especially about books. 
 

 

Michael Rosen, BookTrust’s Writer in Residence 
 
BookTrust is the UK's largest reading charity, reaching millions of children every year with books, 
resources and support to local authorities via children’s centres, schools, libraries and health 
professionals. Children’s author and poet Michael Rosen has taken up a new role as Writer-in-
Residence at BookTrust. He plans to promote the importance of reading and rhyming with children in 
their early years:  

 ‘I am really looking forward to being resident at BookTrust.  We know that helping children 
  start life playing with words, poems and songs is the perfect way to become a confident  
 speaker and writer… I want to do all I can to offer some ideas and inspiration to help carers,   
 teachers and anyone who works with under-fives.’    

Rosen is a British children's author, poet, presenter, political columnist, broadcaster and activist. He 
has published over 200 books, and serves as Professor of Children’s Literature at Goldsmiths, 
University of London. He was British Children’s Laureate between 2007-2009. 
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BookTrust announces Blue Peter Book Award Winners and  
the Storytime Prize shortlist 

As the UK's largest reading charity, BookTrust manages the annual Blue Peter 
Awards and the Storytime Prize. These awards celebrate the best authors, most 
creative illustrators and the greatest reads for children.  

Inaugurated in 2000 by the BBC television programme Blue Peter, since 2006 
BookTrust has presented winners in two categories: Best Story and Best Book of Facts. 
Announced in March 2022, the winner in the Best Story category is The Last Bear 
(HarperCollins), written by Hannah Gold and illustrated by Levi Pinfold.  Set in the Arctic 
Circle, The Last Bear is a moving tale that explores the main character’s relationship with her 
recently-widowed father and her quest to save a polar bear.  Invented by Animals (Wide Eyed 
Editions), written by Christiane Dorian and illustrated by Gosia Herba, received the 2022 Best 
Book of Facts category award.  A non-fiction picture book, it explores how animal anatomy, 
behaviour and skills have influenced the development of a range of human inventions and the 
design of various technologies such as drones and wind turbines. 

On June 21, 2022 BookTrust announced the nominations for the Storytime Prize, which aims to find 
the best book that families with children, age five-years old and under, can share at their local libraries.  
The nominees will be chosen by votes from children, families and libraries and the winner will receive a 
£5,000 prize.  The six nominated books are: Nature Trail (Orchard Books), written by Benjamin 
Zephaniah and illustrated by Nila Aye; The Duck who Didn’t Like Water (Simon & Schuster), written 
and illustrated by Steve Small; The Horse that Jumped (Farshore, Harper Collins), written and 
illustrated by Thomas Ducherty; Can You Tickle A Tiger? (Imagine That), written by Bobbie Brooks 
and illustrated by Carrie Hennon; Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry (Andersen Press), written by Michelle 
Robinson and illustrated by Jez Tuya; Zoom: Farm Adventure (What on Earth Books), written by 
Susan Hayes and Aviel Basil. BookTrust Storytime is supported with funding from the Arts Council 
England, and developed in partnership with local authorities, libraries and families. 

Copies of all shortlisted books will be delivered to all public libraries taking part in this project.  

Yoto Carnegie, Greenaway and Shadowers’ 
Choice Awards  Announced 

In February 2022, CILIP (the Library and the Information Association) 
announced a three-year partnership with Yoto, an organisation which 
produces a screen-free audio platform for educating children. It also 
announced that it would change its annual award names to the ‘Yoto 
Carnegie’ and ‘Yoto Kate Greenaway’ Medals.  These prizes are the UK’s 
longest running book awards for children and young people nominated  
by children’s librarians across the UK. The Carnegie Medal is for an 
outstanding book written in English for children and young people. The 
Kate Greenaway Medal is for outstanding book illustration for children and 
young people.  

 The 2022 Yoto Carnegie Medal was awarded to Katya Balen for her novel 
October, October (Bloomsbury). In presenting the award, CILIP observed 
that ‘October, October is a ‘beautiful’ and ‘captivating’ story about a girl, 
October, who has spent a childhood living wild in the woods, and must 
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adapt to a new world when she turns 11.  The Yoto Kate Greenaway Medal 
was awarded to Danica Novgorodoff’s illustrated edition of Long Way 
Down (Faber) by written Jason Reynolds. It is dramatic visual retelling of 
powerful verse, now presented as a graphic novel. 
 
The Carnegie & Kate Greenaway Shadowing Schemes, set up in the early 
1990s by the CILIP, are actually selected by readers.  These schemes have 
reached thousands of young people in schools, public libraries and other 
reading environments where, inspired, they read and discuss the 
shortlisted CILIP titles and take part in creative and educational activity in 
book groups, in person or online.   

This year’s Shadowing Scheme for the Carnegie Medal presented a double 
win for October, October (Bloomsbury).  The Shadowing Scheme for the 
Kate Greenaway Medal went to wordless picture book The Midnight Fair 
(Walker Books), authored by Gideon Sterer and illustrated by Mariachiara 
Di Giorgio.  This immersive story highlights the perspective of forest 
animals attending a humans’ fair after dark.  Readers experience wonder 
by seeing the fair through the point of view of animal foragers. 

 
 
 

A Tribute to… 
 
David McKee (2nd January 1935 – 6th April 2022) 
 
David McKee was a prolific children’s book writer and illustrator whose works include many that 
children and adults will be familiar with today. In particular he was the creator of the Elmer series 
about a patchwork elephant who has become instantly recognisable and translated into more than 
sixty different languages since its origins in 1968. Mr Benn, another of his well-known characters, 
was also the subject of a long running television series. 

McKee’s illustrative style and subject matter is often intriguing. I was reminded of this when I re-
discovered his book Not Now, Bernard to share with Education Studies students on an 
undergraduate module in literacy education this year. They were slightly unnerved by the strange 
creatures depicted, the central theme of parents ignoring children, and 
the grisly demise of the child protagonist. The book did prompt some 
good discussion though about what is ‘suitable’ for children! 

David was nominated for the Hans Christian Andersen Award in  
2006 for his illustration work. In 2020 he also received a BookTrust 
Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of his significant 
contribution to children’s literature through the range and quality  
of the works he produced that live on after his passing.  
 
His work is also featured in ‘The Colorful World of David McKee,’ a 
traveling exhibition designed by Seven Stories: The National Centre  
for Children’s Books, and most recently at the Dorset Museum. 
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A Tribute to… 

 Shirley Hughes (16th July 1927 – 25th February 2022) 

Growing up Shirley Hughes’ books were story time staples. I particularly remember her poem 
‘Misty’ from Out and About, that I can still recite and which so perfectly evoked the crispness of 
an autumn morning. Her poems were not particularly long nor complex but Hughes used words 
to maximum effect, carefully choosing phrases that created rich settings and heart-warming 
characters. Hughes is well known for her work, Dogger, about a young boy who loses his toy dog 
and also for the Alfie stories that follow the everyday life of the pre-schooler and his sister Annie-
Rose. For many child and adult readers she has also put a permanent face to My Naughty Little 
Sister, providing the illustrations for 
Dororthy Edwards’ famous stories about a 
badly behaved child. More recently her 
work Ella’s Big Chance, published in 2003, 
offers a thoroughly reimagined version of 
the classic fairy tale Cinderella that is set 
in the jazz age of the 1920s. 

Hughes’ works used an instantly 
identifiable, authentically childlike style of 
illustration. Her illustrations have been 
praised for perfectly capturing the 
movements and emotions of young 
children as well as their homes, families 
and communities. It has been highlighted 
that her works are thoroughly rooted in 
domestic environments, as opposed to 
fantasy lands, showing how these settings 
can offer excitement and exploration - and 
how the best adventures can begin, 
happen, and end, at home. 

Hughes won the inaugural BookTrust 
lifetime achievement award in 2015 and 
was awarded a CBE in 2017 for her 
services to literature. She was also a 
recipient of the Kate Greenaway Medal for 
British children’s book illustration in both 
1977 and 2003—a testament to the 
longevity of her career and how her works 
continue to delight audiences into the twenty-first century. 
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Shirley Hughes Book Display in TRC, March 2022. Photo by Rose Roberto
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Reflections on Ellington Was Not a Street (2002) 
 
Ellington Was Not a Street (Simon & Schuster, 2004), is a beautiful tribute to a group of great African-
American musicians and Civil Rights leaders who changed the world, told through the perspective of a 
little girl’s eyes.  Based on the author and poet Ntozake Shange’s childhood home, the book tenderly 
illustrates the little girl greeting guests with her family and observing historic black figures such as  
W. E. B. DuBois, Paul Robeson, Dizzy Gillispie and Dr. Kwane Nkrumah from different corners of the 
house’s rooms, playfully peeking at them as the home is filled for various gatherings. 

What I would give to be a fly on the wall? This was one of my first thoughts after reading Ellington Was 
Not a Street. While working in a library surrounded by books on great individuals such as 
 ‘bell hooks’ [Gloria Jean Watkins], C.L.R James and Stuart Hall, and learning about art movements 
such as the Harlem Renaissance, I have always wondered what it would have been like to mingle and 
befriend these notable people in their everyday 
life. This picture book is my first example what 
this could be like through the eyes of a child. 

Illustrated by artist Kandir Nelson, who won the 
2021 Kate Greenaway Medal for The Undefeated 
(Versify, 2019), and the 2005 Corretta Scott King 
Illustrator Award for this picture book, each 
person in Ellington is warmly portrayed with a 
smile and painted in deeply rich colours. As a 
conceptual artist whose work is focused on African 
American culture and history, Nelson is the 
perfect choice to bring the feel of the music, dance, 
art and fashion of the 1920s to life through his 
illustrations. One of my favourite pages as a 
reader is the centrefold where you peer through a 
living room window, filled with what Shange 
describes as ‘all kinda folks’ socialising with the 
little girl in the middle.  

Each of Nelson’s stunning oil paintings is 
accompanied by the non-punctuated poetic text  
from Shange’s 1983 ‘Mood Indigo’, which can be found in full at the back of the book alongside 
biographies on each historical figure. This further provides context, inviting young readers to learn 
more about these men, whose names they may only know from commemorative plaques on buildings 
or street signs, such as on the first page of Ellington. Interestingly, the biography for Edward Kennedy 
"Duke" Ellington does not mention that Mood Indigo is also the title of a jazz song he composed with 
his orchestra in 1930. 

Although Shange’s poem is presented in brief lines of simple text, for me it represents a touching 
recollection of these incredible men who excelled in their fields, to be seen simply as men who grew up 
during a time when Ellington was not ‘just’ a street.  
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Ellington Was Not a Street, was highlighted as layered ‘picturebook’ that Prue Goodwin read at the LiLi Annual Lecture (see page 3).   
London-based art librarian, Tavian Hunter, reflects on its artistic nuance in representing different aspects of a particular Black Diaspora community. 

BY TAVIAN HUNTER, LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE MANAGER, STUART HALL LIBRARY

THESE BOOKS MOVED US SECTION

Photo courtesy of Tavian Hunter.
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Picturing Intergenerational Relationships  
 
Serendipity is the theme connecting two picture books, Drawn 
Together (Disney-Hyperion, 2018) by Minh Lê and The Forgettery 
(Egmont Books, 2021) by Rachel Ip. Both books feature a child 
connecting on a surprising level with a grandparent. While both 
books highlight deep love, feelings of bittersweet joy also touch 
readers. These books don’t shy away from the beautifully ephemeral 
nature of grandparents-grandchildren relationships. 

Drawn Together, as a title, works on many levels. The first few pages 
of this picture book are formatted like a graphic novel, in which 
readers follow a boy from an ethnically Vietnamese family, shown to 
be visiting his grandfather.  However, in these initial pages the boy 
and his grandfather have generational, cultural and language 
barriers, which blocking even simple communication. This is only 
overcome when the grandfather and grandson learn they both have 
a love of, and a (highly skilled) talent for drawing—albeit in different 
mediums. The boy uses colourful markers and creates illustrations 
in the superhero genre; his grandfather uses black ink on a fine-hair calligraphy brush.  Together they 
create a magnificent series of drawings featuring avatars of themselves pursing adventures, facing 
challenges, and ferociously battling frightening monsters.  However, now united by their individual artistry 
and grand imaginations, they triumph over these obstacles. Their budding new relationship literally shows 
that pictures are worth thousands of words.  By the end of the book not only have the two family members 
drawn together on the same pages, they are emotionally and intellectually drawn together as well.  

Unlike this newly acquainted pair, in The Forgettery, a little girl and her grandmother have regularly spent 
their time together.  Besides sharing a genuine curiosity about the world, or perhaps because they 
absentmindedly follow their curiosity, the pair possess a trait for forgetfulness.  One day they are wandering 
a bit further than they should, and they forget the way back home.  It is okay, though.  They come across a 
serendipitous place called the ‘Forgettery’ which is where all forgotten things are held.  Fortunately, there 
are people who manage the ‘Forgettery' and not only give the two a tour, they supply a map to the girl and 
her grandmother showing the way home.   

This is a poignant story; what Prue Goodwin described as a multi-layered ‘picturebook’ rather than ‘just’ a 
book for children. Reading between the lines, it’s clear that the 
grandmother is in the early stages of dementia, and by the end 
of the book she’s in a hospital, struggling to keep and refresh 
her memories.  While there are some things best forgotten, like 
pain from accidental bumps and bruises encountered when 
learning new skills on life’s journey—the little girl has a special 
store in her ‘Forgettery’ for them, there are also important 
events worth remembering, that define a person’s identity. Her 
grandmother has many memories, but she needs help 
recovering them. In order to recall significant things, she will 
need to spend time with those she cares about and who 
lovingly give her one-to-one personal attention. 

Drawn Together and The Forgettery, emphasise the 
importance of intergenerational relationships.  Whenever 
children and older family members spend time together, new 
personal discoveries are always made. These books illustrate 

the process of forming deep connections, in creative, moving, and uplifting ways. 
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Fluffy Cats and Science Facts 

Children’s non-fiction books are often full of surprising or useful (or useless but entertaining) 
facts you didn’t know you needed to know. For example, I have just found out that osmium is the 
heaviest material on earth, and also that if I yelled for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days I would 
generate enough energy to heat up a cup of coffee. These useful nuggets were found in Cats React 
to Science Facts (Howell, 2019), winner of The Royal Society’s Young People’s Book Prize in 
2020.  

As the title suggests this is a collection of facts about core science topics such as ‘friction’ or 
‘making music’, accompanied by photos of cats engaged in various un-catlike but related 
activities: playing football, pushing a supermarket trolley, riding on a skateboard. Occasionally 
the cats are open-mouthed as if in surprise or disbelief but mostly, as cats do, they look 
inscrutable. I was sceptical, but not because of the cats—more to do with the bite-sized facts 
having no context or verifiable sources—but apparently it’s a real hit with children.  

Most of us have met a child who loves to collect ‘fun facts’ just as others might collect Pokémon 
cards or fidget spinners, and fact-collecting is often linked to the intense interests some children 
develop, such as dinosaurs or cars. Fact-collecting has been associated with the cognitive 
characteristic of ‘systemising,’ where the individual is drawn to seeking out patterns and 
understanding the rules which underpin natural and technical systems (Baron-Cohen, 2003). 
This is an approach typically associated with boys (though controversially and arguably: see 
Cordelia Fine). However, it also relates to a human fascination with binary opposites and how we 
place ourselves in the context of the extremes and limits of the world around us.  

Cats React to Science Facts has a ‘react-o-meter’ at the foot of every page, with the cats rating 
facts as ‘gross’, ‘mind-blowing’, ‘OMG!’ or just ‘WOW!’, and inviting readers to rate their own 
response and level of interest. According to Kieran Egan, one way to get children interested in a 
topic is to encourage their ‘imaginative engagement with the extreme’ (2004, p.176) through 
exploring and identifying the limits of experience. This could explain the dominance of the 
fastest/longest/heaviest in many children’s non-fiction books, and the enduring popularity of 
Guinness World Records and the Ridley’s Believe it or Not series. However, it also suggests that 
collecting facts is not just a cerebral exercise but one which demands an emotive and imaginative 
response from the reader. Cats React to Science Facts sets the fluffy alongside the extreme and 
awe-inspiring;  the juxtaposition is sometimes funny and often absurd, and clearly not meant to 
be taken too seriously! 
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BY MARY-LOUSE MAYNES, SENIOR LECTURER IN EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDIES 
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The Joy of Discovering a Great Book 

 
One Sunday afternoon, I discovered Skandar and the Unicorn Thief (Simon and Schuster 
Children’s Books, 2014) at a small bookshop near my house in Sheffield.  When I got home, I 
found a nice surprise—my copy was autographed by the author, A. F. Steadman.  
 
Even though it is heavy, I found Skandar to be an excellent and exciting read.  It’s a real page-

turner.  I loved that it has great magical 
characters, unicorns and a twist… which I will 
not spoil. 
 
When I was in school, I saw that one of the 
teachers, Mr. Fernandes, was putting up a 
poster of the book. So, I told him I was nearly 
done with that book, and that it was really 
great!  He told me that my school library got 
some new copies of it, so I should share my 
thoughts about the book with everyone. It 
would get other students to check it out and 
enjoy it, too. He also took a picture of me with 
my book and the poster for the newsletter.   

Discovering this book was a surprise, and then 
seeing it appear at my school was also a nice 

unexpected surprise, too. 

 
 New Dissertation Award for MA Students at BGU 
 
Prue Goodwin, who received an honorary doctorate from BGU in 2021, has been an inspiration to 
many colleagues and their teaching. Prue trained as a teacher at BGU (1965-1965) and is now an 
authority on primary education. Her career started in a Hampshire Primary School. She then worked 
in primary and middle schools in Surrey, before joining Language in the Curriculum, a project 
initiated by the UK government. In 1992, Prue was appointed Director of INSET at the National 
Centre for Language and Literacy at the University of Reading. Ten years later, she decided to become 
a freelance consultant in literacy learning and children’s books but also continued at Reading on a 
part-time basis, working with trainee teachers. She is a prolific writer and has written and edited more 
than 18 books and guides. She is also a longstanding member of the UK Literacy Association (UKLA). 
Prue Goodwin embodies what we at BGU stand for: outstanding teacher training and literacy 
developments, paired with the ambition to seed a life-long love of reading. 

In recognition of Prue’s contribution to the fields of literacy, children’s literature and her support of 
related studies at BGU, from 2022 the Prue Goodwin Award will be given annually to the student who 
achieves the highest mark in the dissertation module on the MA Children’s Literature and Literacies. 

To support their development as a scholar and practitioner of children’s literature and literacies, 
the recipient of the award will have the opportunity to collaborate with a member of staff from the 
programme to develop an academic article based on their thesis.
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BY IRIS, YEAR 5 PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENT

Photo by John Fernandes.
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