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to the fifth issue of The Four Corners, a free children’s literature newsletter 
published by the Library at BGU to promote children’s literature and its 

Teaching Resources Collection (TRC). It is published bi-annually and edited by Rose Roberto, 
Teaching Resources Librarian and historian, and Amy Webster, Senior Lecturer in Education 
Studies. In addition to our regular features listed below, this issue’s special theme is ‘Books as 
Mirrors’ to coincide with Black History Month. This theme draws on Rudine Sims Bishop’s 
metaphor of how books can be mirrors that allow individuals to see their own lives and 
experiences. Ongoing research however shows that there is a significant difference in the number 
and type of mirrors that children’s texts provide for readers from different backgrounds. 

Various displays around the 
Library coincide with campus-
wide Black History Month events 
and highlight collections related 
to these topics, and feature books 
by Joseph Coelho, the new 
Children’s Laureate, Malorie 
Blackman, former Children’s 
Laureate from 2013-2015, and 
books that have won the 
American Library Association’s 
Corretta Scott King Award, 
presented to quality books for 
young adults and children that 
demonstrate an appreciation of 
African American culture and 
universal human values.  In the 
past decade, many recipients of 
this award have also received 
either the Kate Greenaway or the 
Carnegie medal in the UK.   
 
Other features are: Sheine Peart discussing Black History Month Magazine’s partnership with 
BGU faculty and trainee teachers to develop teaching materials related to African diaspora;  Prue 
Goodwin meeting Joseph Coelho; and an interview with local entrepreneur/children’s author, 
Patrick Fitzgerald.  We are hopeful you will discover some new mirrors in this edition. 
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New Toolkit for Diversifying BGU Reading Lists  

 
According to the Runnymede Trust, decolonising the curriculum is relevant at all education levels. 
Decolonising the curriculum involves acknowledging and critically examining the influence of colonial 
legacies on education systems as a whole. By definition, to reflect upon and actively challenge biases 
and omissions that might influence learners’ understanding of a subject is an iterative and ongoing 
process for teachers and those supporting education.  As a part of the BGU community supporting 
learning, the Library readily acknowledges that its historical collections, developed over 125 years, 
include problematic material published when Britain was a dominant colonial power. Therefore 
attitudes and societal norms of the time are reflected in the Library’s collections. Previous Four 
Corners articles by Susan Rodda (6 October 2021) and Rose Roberto (2 July 2021), noted that BGU 
librarians had been working to make BGU Library collections more inclusive and diverse, and are 
cognisant of the intersectional collection management issues that other libraries and librarians are 
addressing today.  Additionally, through the recent book donation by Prue Goodwin, our collections 
have been enriched with non-fiction materials developed over the past three decades reflecting newer 
teaching practices and pedagogy.  New fiction from the donation includes resilience narratives, with 
characters by authors who are diverse, such as Julian at the Wedding (Walker: 9781406397482) by 
Jessica Love. However, collection development isn’t enough. It is important for the Library to engage 
with students and academic colleagues about supporting teaching and learning through library 
material.  Therefore, over the past year, librarians have worked with Faculty on a toolkit to review 
module reading lists across different subjects with social justice and decolonisation in mind.  This 
process provided an opportunity for all of us to engage in discussion, share resources, and question 
how BGU can practically support the decolonialisation of its curriculum, allowing under-represented 
voices to heard across more BGU modules. 

The Toolkit for Diversifying Reading Lists is online at: https://libguides.bishopg.ac.uk/SJD.  It is 
divided into seven sections that provide useful resources to encourage faculty to review their reading 
lists. It also describes exercises that serve as prompts to re-think their subjects through a cultural lens.  
Three faculty members, two of whom teach so-called neutral subjects of mathematics and computer 
science, engaged with this process to find alternative resources and publishers, which provided quality 
material to improve representation in their respective reading-list canons.  They said it also got them 
thinking more widely about how inherent bias negatively affected many fields and contemporary 
workplaces.  For instance, in the IT industry, the digital divide cuts across income, gender, and global 
ethnic and language majorities, and only in the wake of a global Pandemic have many people in the 
West made these connections.     

The Toolkit includes the personal experiences of academics and their work with librarians.  The toolkit 
takes daunting topics and helps users break them down into concrete tasks that improve teaching and 
personal reflective practice, and we encourage everyone who teaches to engage with it. 
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Books as Mirrors  
 
The theme for this edition draws on a 1990 metaphor by 
Rudine Sims Bishop about books acting as mirrors that 
allow individuals to see their own lives and experiences 
reflected back to them. According to Sims Bishop ‘for 
many years, nonwhite readers have too frequently found 
the search futile’ (Bishop, p. ix) and the absence of these 
reflections, or the use of distorted reflections, 
communicates to children that they are not valued in 
society.  Since the publication of Sims Bishop’s article 
research about diversity in children’s literature has 
highlighted that there continues to be a significant 
difference in the number and type of mirrors that 
children’s texts provide for readers from different 
backgrounds. 9780711245235 

This metaphor of books as mirrors is the basis for  
Huyck and Park Dahlen’s (2019) infographic that uses 
statistics for children’s texts published in the United States 
during 2018. It shows that 50% of the books depict White 
characters, and furthermore, provide White children with 
a wide range of powerful and exciting mirrors by 
presenting them in roles from kings to astronauts. In contrast, children from many minority groups are 
more likely to encounter a character that is an animal or an object than someone from their own 
background ,with 27% of books featuring characters that are Animals/Other compared to 10% of books 
showing African American characters and just 1% for Native Americans. For the latter two groups the 
(limited) mirrors that they are provided with are cracked, reflecting how depictions are frequently negative 
or stereotyped. Focusing on the British context, the report Reflecting Realities by the Centre for Literacy in 
Primary Education (2021) highlights a similar gulf between fictional representations and child readers. In 
2020, 33.9% of British children of primary-school age were from an ethnic minority background, but only 
8% of children’s books published in that year featured a main character from a similar background. 

If children are constantly unable to ‘see themselves’ in the texts that they encounter in childhood they may 
come to view reading as an activity that lacks meaning for them (Meek, 2001). These attitudes have far-
reaching effects, as studies highlight how a lack of interest in reading negatively impacts upon attainment 
(Petscher, 2010) and deters children from reading for pleasure. Sims Bishop argued that a lack of 
representation of minority groups in texts also negatively impacts children from dominant social groups as 
it prevents them from understanding multiculturalism and encountering people that are ‘unlike 
themselves’. It is important therefore that children are provided with mirrors in books that include diverse 
representations of fictional children and that such texts are signposted, as well as shared in homes, libraries 
and educational settings. 
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Black History Month at Bishop Grosseteste University  

Although BHM began in the United States in 1970, it has been celebrated in October in the United Kingdom since 
1987 and is supported by a wide range of organisations, businesses, schools and colleges across the country. The 
purpose of BHM is to provide a platform to celebrate important individuals from the African diaspora; to 
remember significant historical events affecting those peoples; and to honour the positive contributions made by 
people of the diaspora to all aspects of life, be it domestic, political, sporting, scientific or creative. 

In 2020, BHM Magazine contacted me directly to ask if BGU could develop a new set of secondary school teaching 
resources to help young people and teachers better understand the different roles that Black and Brown people 
have played in local, national and global events. Working with the PGCE Secondary teaching team, I was able to 
recruit a group of 30 highly motivated, capable student-teachers from a variety of different teaching disciplines 
including English, History, Drama, Art, Music, RE, Modern Foreign Languages, Maths, Science and PE. Working 
collaboratively in small subject teams, each group produced a dedicated lesson pack targeted at students in Key 
Stage 3. The topics covered a variety of areas including, for example, the work of Black Scottish Poet, Jackie Kay; 
the 369th American Infantry Regiment, commonly known as the Harlem Hellfighters, who completed more tours 
of duty than any other regiment in World War I; exploring racism in sport through the different press releases 
concerning young Black footballers; learning colours in French through Leoplod Senghor’s poem ‘Dear White 
Brother’; and in music using the work of Lizzo to investigate the different representations and stereotypes of Black 
women. 

While each of the student teachers brought their own unique perspectives and previous experience to this project, 
they needed a pathway directly connecting them to the gravitas of these contemporary issues.  As a starting point 
for conversations, I asked them to watch episodes from Steve McQueen’s ‘Small Axe’ series, available from BBC 
iPlayer. (https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p08vxt33/small-axe)  The series consists of five films/episodes 
that narrate separate stories about West Indian immigrants in London from the 1960s to the 1980s. The title 
references a proverb, popularised by Bob Marley in his 1973 song, Small Axe that states, ‘If you are the big tree, we 
are the small axe, sharp and ready to cut you down’.  Episode five focuses on the segregated school system in 
London.  After discussions with each other and with BGU faculty they were excited and passionately driven to 
tackle difficult issues, such as racism at all levels, and in developing skills to effectively support the diverse groups 
of students they might encounter. Despite the challenging tasks of locating information which told a different, 
often hidden story of Black lives both in the UK and elsewhere, with the support of the University’s library staff, 
the student teams were able to produce innovative and inspiring lesson packs which showed the richness of the 

contributions Black communities have made.  The students’ 
knowledge extended beyond more familiar figures such as Rosa Parks 
and Martin Luther King.  

I’m proud to say the students produced high quality, exciting packs for 
BHM Magazine, and their lessons were distributed to schools around 
the UK in 2021.  The only obstacle we could not overcome was time.  
The students found the deadlines constraining and expressed a desire 
to spend more time expanding and refining their projects. They stated 
their wishes to spend more time creating lessons without the looming 
deadline.  However, this experience very much prepared them for 
what teaching careers will be like in the real world.  Reflecting on this 
exercise one year later, I see how these student-teachers directly 
benefited from all their hard work.  I see how they expanded their own 
personal knowledge, and grew confident. They are now better 
equipped to tackle difficult challenges that lay ahead of them working 
with a wide variety of school settings. I’m very hopeful these students 
will change the world for the better. 
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Meetings with a Laureate 

Joseph Coelho and I have met several times when working with children’s books at various events and 
conferences. The last time was at the UK Literacy Association’s Book Award meeting in 2021. He is a 
pleasure to work with as we share a commitment to encouraging young readers. This year, he was chosen 
as Waterstones Children’s Laureate so he will be setting up projects across the UK to spread the messages 
that reading is fun and that anyone who wants to, can be a writer.  In an online article Joseph stated, ‘I 
don’t think it ever occurred to me that I could be a writer. Writers were special people who existed 
elsewhere in other far-off places— they didn’t exist in Roehampton’.  
 
Joseph is a very gifted writer who has produced a remarkable range of texts. Many things impress me 
about his work. For instance, he writes for children at every stage of childhood, from birth to young adult. 
He is a poet, a playwright, and an author of short stories and verse novels. In each written form his lyrical 
use of language – which can be playful, moving, thoughtful as appropriate – engages and supports 
readers. I love sharing his books in schools and libraries because his words inspire children from all walks 
of life.  

One of my current favourites is Our Tower (Frances Lincoln: 978-0711268821)  Stunningly illustrated by 
Richard Johnson, the book is a gift to all teachers of literacy and literature. The combination of Joseph’s 
words and Johnson’s images, creates a form of intertextual magic that spans centuries of stories – from 
ancient Greek mythology, to the Green Man, through nursery rhymes and other ageless tales which have 
been told from generation to generation. In a nod to 20th/21st century technology, readers may also find 
The Iron Man (Faber & Faber: 978-0571226122) lurking in the background. The theme focuses on 
empowerment through stories. Our Tower can be shared with any class of learners (from ages 3 to 103), 
either purely for pleasure or as part of a consideration of mystical narratives in literacy sessions and 
lectures. Joseph has dedicated this book to all children who have lived, or live now, in tower blocks. He 
grew up on a high-rise estate in South West London that is next to an extensive royal deer park; 
consequently, much of the book is based on his own experience. The Children’s Laureate is administered 
by Book Trust UK.  Please see: www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-laureate/about-the-
laureate/ for more information. 
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BY PRUE GOODWIN, BGU ALUMNA AND EDUCATION CONSULTANT

TRC book display highlighting works by poet and storyteller Joseph Coelho, now the Children’s Laureate.  Photo by Rose Roberto.
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The Caribbean Bunch book series 

Linette Wallace, LORIC Data Analyst, interviews Patrick Fitzgerald 

The Lincolnshire Open Research and Innovation Centre (LORIC) is part of BGU. LORIC helps support 
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) in Greater Lincolnshire.  Patrick Fizgerald is a local author/
entrepreneur  who runs an SME. His Caribbean Bunch early-reader self-published series features stories 
about fruit and vegetable characters living on the various islands of the Caribbean. This series is aimed at 
children aged 3 to 9 years who are learning to read.  At the end of each volume readers also learn facts 
about a specific places, or about the Caribbean fruits and vegetables the characters are based on.  

 
How long have you been writing, and when did you originally come up with the 
Caribbean Bunch? 

The idea for the Caribbean Bunch started many years ago when I decided I wanted to write 
children’s books. I was in America and staying in Maryland with my mentor. He came to the UK 
to work with the church organisation that I grew up in. When my mentor returned to the US, I 
went back with him, and had an amazing experience. He knew and worked with some of the most 
powerful people in the US.  

Have you heard of the Rainbow Coalition? It was created in the US by the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, a man who walked with Dr Martin Luther King Jr and many other Black Civil Rights 
protesters in the 1960s. The Rainbow Coalition’s aim was to help mentor people from poor and 
deprived neighbourhoods enabling them to have hope and gain the practical skills needed to rise 
from their deprived backgrounds, gain an education, good jobs, and achieve their dreams.  

For me, understanding the American Civil Rights movement was powerful and influential in 
many ways. I learned that I have a duty to enable not just Black people, but all people, to pursue 
their dreams.  If we can dream, we can achieve. That’s how the Caribbean Bunch was born.  

I have been writing the Caribbean Bunch stories for the past three-and-a-half years. I’ve been 
working on other projects at the same time, but I kept coming back to it, and the concept itself 
kept evolving until I found a good illustrator.  After a challenging search, I found Aya Suarjaya, 
who is based in Indonesia. So far, I have mapped out 400 books and 100 bedtime video stories for 
the series. They will be produced over the next 10 years. 

What inspired you tell Caribbean-themed stories and what do your stories address? 

My inspiration for the Caribbean Bunch was simple, I wanted diverse stories that could cover a 
large range of topics. As a child I read Aesop’s Fables and the folktales by Hans Christian 
Andersen, and they inspired me. These stories are imaginative and use words to open minds and 
provide different perspectives. My parents are from the Caribbean, so I grew up with the rich 
traditions of that part of the world.  It was the perfect location site to set all these stories.  
 
The Caribbean Bunch teaches the idea that everyone is equal, and that all people are needed to 
make this world a better place. The Caribbean Bunch series is all about lifelong learning. It is 
about setting the foundation for a child’s development both educationally and socially. I want 
them to gain knowledge and reading skills through these books, and for these stories to stay with 
them.  My stories impart lessons about growing up, doing chores, and how having a close family 
relationship might change one’s outlook or influence good or bad behaviour.  These stories 
encourage entrepreneurship, tenacity, and learning good morals. Other books books I read that 
influenced me in this process are: Stig of the Dump (Puffin: 9780141329097), the Ladybird series 
Peter and Jane, and Pat, the Dog (Myriad Books: 9781905606016). And the Bible. I also added 
the flair I saw in the Mr. Men and Little Miss series into the Caribbean Bunch. 
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Please tell us about your creative writing process.  How do 
you come up with the different characters? 

The different characters from the Caribbean Bunch are combination of 
my childhood imagination and the fruits, vegetables, and herbs, 
themselves, that grow in the 7000+ Caribbean islands. Their characters 
and mannerisms are inspired by their look and texture. For example, the 
main character in Ripe Banana and the Dragon clearly had to look like 
a banana, but I set his story in a different era of time, making him a 
caveman.  As for Miss Red Pepper  I saw her as a fussy, middle-aged 
woman when I started her story.   

How much research do you do when writing, and for which audiences do you aim? 

I like to find real locations on the different islands for my stories. However, I spend only a few 
hours on the island research these days since I already know much about different islands’ 
histories. The research I will do focuses on finding a little nugget that is not well-known about a 
particular island and adding that into a specific story.  As for the characters, to be honest they 
have a life of their own. Once I know who they are they seem to channel their own adventures 
through my fingers onto the page. 

In truth, the most challenging task is developing the illustrations. The pictures have to be fun and 
imaginative, and also right for the context of the story. Each character has to be a unique fit for 
their setting. For example, The Darwin Adventures takes place over a long span of time.  The 
narrative starts with the age of cavemen and ends in the year 2142, where I image the characters 
flying through space. Choosing the right island, imagining the landscape, and clothing my 
characters appropriately is very hard to do.  

There are now over 90 different characters within the Caribbean Bunch series and different 
characters were created to appeal to different ages of children. The majority of Caribbean Bunch 
characters are being developed for readers aged 3 to 9 years old. 

Why do you think it is important for children to develop a love of reading? 

I really believe that through the love of reading books, children will learn independence and gain 
knowledge. In today’s world of social media it’s very hard for children to develop a love of reading, 
but we need to redress that. The Caribbean Bunch stories are designed for little kids and big kids. 
Parents should spend time reading with their children and our books appeal to the parents too. 
When parents smile or laugh when they read with their children, this interaction brightens up a 
child’s day, stimulates their imaginations, and encourages children to read on their own. 

My company hopes that the children who read our books will become future leaders and 
tomorrow’s free thinkers; that they will be pioneers and trail blazers in any area they strive 
towards. The main take-away that readers of these books should get is this:  Children can be 
anything that they want to be.  All that they have to do is dream and strive to make their 
ambitions come true. 

What are your future plans for the Caribbean Bunch? 

The Caribbean Bunch plans to go global with our stories.  Just a few months ago we added Terry 
Conker, a cockney bank robber from London and Carol Cranberry from America to our stories. 
We have our own television studio where we shoot bedtime story videos, which you can watch on 
our YouTube channel.  We have plans to translate our stories and books into other European 
languages.  Finally, to cap it all off, down the line we would like to own Caribbean Bunch building 
where all our media, content and productions are connected in one place.  
 
Please visit our site at: www.caribbeanbunch.com. 
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 photo by Rose Roberto.
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Review of Allen Say’s Home of the Brave  

As a historian of civilian and military captivity during wartime it is both 
surprising and intriguing to be confronted by a picture of a kayaker on the 
first page of a book dealing with the subject. With the kayak trip soon going 
awry, the reader is transported from the present to the past via an 
underground river. Here, Allen Say’s dreamlike non-linear picture book 
begins to confront the difficult subjects of ‘Indian Reservations’ and the 
internment of Japanese Americans in the United States during World  
War II. Unlike the internment of ‘enemy aliens’ by other belligerents –  
that is, civilians of enemy nationality – nearly a third of the 120,000  
interned for having Japanese ancestry were in fact US citizens.  

Over the past 20 years historians have sought to write civilian internees and prisoners of war back 
into the history of war. Like recent historical studies which the reviewer is more familiar with, 
Home of the Brave is less concerned with statistical information and deals with the complex 
emotional history and legacy of internment. The sorrow and confusion of interned children are at 
the centre of this enigmatic story. Adults in general, not just their parents, are absent.  
 
Whether or not Say’s work will be of use teaching younger children is a question beyond this 
reviewer’s expertise. The images are beautiful and engaging, but the symbolic elements are open 
to interpretation. Guidance is no doubt needed for those unfamiliar with the historical context. 
This book may well be found in the children section of libraries, but it would also find an 
appropriate home on the reading list of an undergraduate or indeed postgraduate module. The 
complex and mysterious symbolism of the images and text would provide an interesting focus for 
discussion, with adults as much as children, focusing on the legacy and the personal experiences 
of civilian internment in the US during the Second World War. 

Exquisite: The Poetry and Life of Gwendolyn Brooks  
 
 Gwendolyn Brooks was the first Black person to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 
1950 and, although she is less well-known here in the UK, her work is influential and 
highly regarded in the United States. There she was an Illinois Poet Laureate, and is 
well-known for her lyrical poems and innovative use of forms that encompass 
themes of everyday living and natural beauty, and which also expose the racial 
inequality which she witnessed and experienced in Chicago throughout her long life.    
 
Exquisite is a children’s picture book which presents the life of Brooks, starting with her crafting 
her first poems as a very young girl, through the struggles of getting published and making ends 
meet, to her winning the Pulitzer Prize. It provides a visual delight, with vibrant and dynamic 
images by Cozbi Cabrera which marry perfectly with text, echoing the patterns of Brooks’ poems. 
Whilst this book is an inspiring and rewarding read, it might need some support in a UK Key 
Stage 2 classroom, to unpick language around poetic terms and explain the references to racial 
segregation in the US. I also recommend Slade’s online discussion which gives a clear and 
interesting account of how it came to publication (https://youtu.be/kSV4Ox-mXTk).  The theme of 
clouds, acting as a metaphor for Brooks’ dreams and aspirations, weaves through the book and it 
finishes with Brooks’ beautiful poem ‘Clouds’ written when she was fifteen and published here for 
the first time in 2020. 

 8

THESE BOOKS MOVED US SECTIONTHESE BOOKS MOVED US SECTION

BY ALAN MALPASS, LECTURER IN MILITARY HISTORY  

Houghton Mifflin, 2002   
(ISBN: 978-1419734113)

THESE BOOKS MOVED US SECTION

BY MARY-LOUISE MAYNES,  SENIOR LECTURER EARLY CHILDHOOD 

Abrams, 2020 
(ISBN: 978-1419734113)

https://youtu.be/kSV4Ox-mXTk


25 OCTOBER 2022 VOLUME 3, NUMBER 2

Our Tower written by Joseph Coelho & illustrated by Richard Johnson 

 
Joseph Coelho is a poet and author who grew up in a tower block in London and was 
chosen as Children’s Laureate for 2022-2024. Our Tower is a story about perspective 
and connection, initially written in free verse, later switching to quatrains with a 
rhyming pattern of ABCB – a change which serves to mirror the change in the 
characters’ viewpoint once they become more attuned to their surroundings. 

The illustrations are very atmospheric and show clearly the contrast in outlook before 
and after their adventure. The first picture is gloomy, dark and forbidding; ‘concrete 
and grey.’ The buildings are hard and angular with blank, featureless windows and 
they ‘tower’ over the children making their way home through the driving rain. There 
is no colour apart from their clothing and the few points of light from distant traffic. 
Their legs ache as they trudge upstairs to their flats. 

Once inside, from their elevated height, the children focus outwards to the glimpses of green on the horizon 
and are fascinated by a particular tree which seems to be calling to them. They set off on an expedition, 
eventually finding the right tree and tumbling underground to the magical world inside it. After some time 
spent exploring the fantastical sights they meet a tree man who hands them a stone which seems to act like 
a lens, transforming their viewpoint upon looking through it. The shift in viewpoint is emphasised by the 
children being pictured upside down and by the change in orientation of the following picture on the next 
page. 

Having gazed through the stone the underground world appears ordinary, and they view their home tower 
differently when they return. It now has ‘eyes that are full of love’ and other children have emerged to 
welcome them. Whereas before they saw ‘Bags of rubbish and doormats’ and ‘overheard coughs and barks’ 
they now see ‘the wondrous creatures / that dance on each door mat’ and hear voices that ‘whisper secrets 
and intrigue and laugh.’ 

The children now feel connected to the 
tower and there is an increased sense of 
community amongst the other 
inhabitants – a series of snapshot 
pictures shows interactions between 
them, sharing food and helping each 
other. There is ‘A power that resides /  
in the smiles of our neighbours / a magic 
that seeps out / when we swap our  
home-baked flavours.’ The last picture  
is bright, sunny and happy – the tower  
is bathed in light with foliage festooning 
the balconies and people are outside 
enjoying themselves in the sun. 

 
Throughout the book there are points of contrast and similarity in both the pictures and the verse, which 
work in synergy. They touch the bark of the tree ‘…old and wrinkled / warm and cracked / and from a crack 
a song is spilling’. Later they touch the concrete pillars and ‘feel a song spill from them / that connects our 
homes to the land’s bedrock’. After their adventure they can see what is special in their everyday lives and 
how to improve things. The final message is that everyone possesses the ability to change and reinterpret 
what they see in a more positive light; ‘And then we’ll all see / the beauty of Our Tower/ and together we’ll 
all remember / our own deep hidden power.’ 

 9

THESE BOOKS MOVED US SECTION

BY CHARLOTTE EVERITT,  READER SERVICES LIBRARIAN   

Detail from Our Tower, 2022  (ISBN: 978-0711268821)

Charlotte with Our Tower, 
photo by Rose Roberto
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Visit the TRC All Year Round 
The Teaching Resources Collection, or TRC, is one of 
the Library's special collections and is one of the best of 
its kind in the country.  Close to the Library entrance, 
the TRC is home to around 24,000 resources for 
primary and secondary trainee teachers, students 
intending to work (or already working) in educational 
settings, and students of children's literature.  That 
said, all BGU students are welcome to make use of the 
facility and it is open all of the hours that the Library is 
open.  

The space is split into two areas — Teachers' Resources 
on the left and Children's Resources on the right.  The 
overall design facilitates browsing, quiet study and 
group discussion.  

Children's Resources include picture books, fiction and 
non-fiction books, big books (fiction and non-fiction), 
dual language books, feature films, audiobooks, 
resource packs, artefact boxes, novelty books, puppets, 
Storysacks® and journals. At its heart is an extensive 
collection of classic and contemporary children's 
literature. All major authors and illustrators are 
represented, demonstrating the development of children's literature over many decades. Though the 
emphasis is on British literature there is a good selection of American fiction, world fiction and books 
translated into English from other languages. Poetry books and fairy tales also feature in the collection. 

Teachers' Resources support teachers and trainee teachers in developing lesson plans and teaching 
strategies to implement the National Curriculum. The collection includes National Curriculum documents, 
government reports, reading and phonic schemes, educational textbooks, teaching handbooks and lesson 
planning guides.  All of the teachers' resources are for reference only, allowing students to compare and  
contrast different educational materials.  Please come explore it!  
 

Resources to Help  
 

Telling it Like it Is (TILIIS) 
TILIIs is an interest group at Bishop Grosseteste University formed in August 2020 to engage in discussion, 
debate, and sharing of useful education resources that address the long-standing corrosive effects of 
inequality and the legacies of other Post-Colonial issues on our contemporary society. The group reviews 
library resources and collection lists, and welcomes teaching staff throughout the BGU campus into its ‘safe 
space’ atmosphere where emotional and practical support are offered for addressing difficult topics might 
arise with students. Please see this URL for more information:  
www.bgu.ac.uk/student/research/telling-it-like-it-is-teaching-resource-group-tiliis 
 
Reading Teacher Series (see next page) 
 
The Reading Teacher series is an informal  student and staff group that meets monthly to discuss different 
works of children’s literature that you can use in your classroom.  The group consists of educators from 
different universities in partnership with the UK Literacy Association.  They will be meeting online via 
Zoom this term.  Please see the next page for information on the upcoming texts to be discussed.
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Online Zoom 7.00 pm (BST)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7965533831?pwd=ZUVtU2EzN

VlrWndaTmJKblNnVVVUZz09
Meeting ID: 796 553 3831   Passcode: 468245

This is an informal student and staff group 
that offers space for discussing texts 
that can be used in the classroom. 

‘Reading Teacher’ Series



29.09.22 (Thurs) Hooks for reading It’s a Book By Lane Smith 

17.10.22 (Mon) Twisted Tales Little Red Hood by Marjolaine Leray

15.11.22 (Tues) Eco-literacy Boy in the Tower by Polly Ho-Yen 

07.12.22 (Wed) Poetry Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho 

12.01.23 (Thurs) Best books from 2022 Europe and UK 

06.02.23 (Tues) Diversity Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7965533831?pwd=ZUVtU2EzNVlrWndaTmJKblNnVVVUZz09

