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Editorial

Antisemites east and west are operating with a
confidence unprecedented since the War. One of
the most alarming movements is the Russian
Pamyat, with its ideological cocktail of 19th
century Pan-Slavism and 20th century Nazism.
Thestrict quotasrestricting the numbers of Soviet
Jews allowed into the USA mean Israel appears
to be their only refuge. Most people going there
now are not ideological Zionists, but are Jews
who see no future for themselves in the Soviet
Union.

The dialogue between Russian Jews and
Palestinians (page 5) sheds new light on their
predicament. Russian Jews recognise the dangers
of a mass Soviet Jewish emigration to Israel and
the justifiable alarm of the Palestinians at the
prospectof their settlement in the Occupied Terri-
tories. Their request to the Palestinians is to tell
the Sovietleadership to take a more public stance
against antisemitism. It would be a terrible irony
if the conditions which enabled Soviet Jews to
express their cultural identity for the first time in
50 years also led to the dissipation of this
community.

The outrage of Carpentras, as Barry Smerin
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reports (page 8), was possible in the climate of
racial hatred and antisemitism engendered by
Jean Marie Le Pen’s National Front. It is encour-
aging that some French politicians are challeng-
ing theNational Front's bid to decide the terms of
the debate. It is even more encouraging that
French North Africans are making the links
between the racism directed at them and the
attacks on French Jews.

In Britain the desecration of Edmonton
cemetery has reminded us all that organised
Nazis are targeting Jews. Though these attacks
are growing, the policy of the leadership of the
Jewish community refuses to report them for fear
of providing the “oxygen of publicity”. This
simply allows the attacks to continue while
depriving Jews of the information they need to
fight antisemitism.

In Britain, France and the USSR antisemites
are equally hostile to other minorities. In all
three countries though, some Jews are working
with members of other minorities for pluralism
and a secure existence, as Jews, in the society
in which they live. They must be encouraged.
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COMMUNITY
INSECURITY

— terror in Stamford Hill

The desecrations that have
taken place in Carpentras
and Clichy-sous-Bois signal
the extent of the resurgence
of antisemitism throughout
Europe. Let noone suppose
that Britain is somehow
immune,

Nowhere is this clearer
than in Stamford Hill, home
10 a very visible Chasiddic
community. Throughout ils
history the community has
been the target of abuse,
petty crime, bullying and
physical assault by sections
of its non-Jewish neigh-
bours. The community has
nover retreated nto invisibi-
Ky in the face of this intimi-
dation, lts members have
hold their heads up proudly,
having found ways to
endure, resist and, on occa-
sion, fight back.

Ovar the last few weeks
things have taken a turn for
the worsa. Attacks are more
violent, more reguiar and
brazen. The targets have
been mainly children and
Jewish educational and
communal centres. There
have been serious stonings
~in at least one case a child
was hospitalised. There has
been an alarming increase
in chilkdren being attacked
and robbed in the street. An
eldery woman was attacked
by a man with a rice flail (a
Kung Fu weapon), Chasid-
dic children were sprayed
with CS gas, though it may
bethat inthis case they were
not the intended victims as
they were caught up in a
gang fight among non-
Jewish youth at the time.

A yeshiva has been
broken into day after day,
and swastikas and NF signs
have bean daubed through-
outthe area, especially near
and uponJewish communal
or educational and religious
buildings. Even the slogan

*Die Juden® has been seen
near Springlield Park. Curi-
ously, the community does
not seom to make d a priorky
to remove this disgusting
graffii.

Whether gangs of
predominantly white youth
have simply beon embold-
ened by the increasing
provalence and publicity
which antisemitic actions are
getting, or whether the
attacks reflect fascist organi-
sation in the area, has not
been established. The
distinction may well be
academic. Localfascists will
have lost no time making
contact with the gangs.

The central plank of any
offective response must be
community self defence.
This does not simply mean
looking onwhile the commu-
nity looks after itself. Like
any other group under siege,
it needs support and access
1o what has been learnt from
other struggles.

Supporting and buiiding
community defence is never
easy. The crude strategy of
sending in the "heavies® on
an cccasional basis can do
more harm than good -
raising the stakes and
leaving the community 1o
take the consequences
when they've gone. It
requires consistent work
alongside the community,

But this raises enormous
problems. Socialism and
Chasiddism are antithetical
in many ways. For the
Chasiddic leadaers, the
potentially corrupting effect
of secular involvament may
appear as much a threat as
fascist and antisemitic
attacks, These are the kinds
of questions which local
Jowish socialists are
urgently trying 1o come 1o
grips with.

DAVID LANDAU

Antisemitism — fact
and fiction

In the wake of the
Carpentras cemelery out-
rage on 9 May, news has
seoped out about a series
of attacks on Jewish tar-
gets In Britain In recent
weeks., At Edmonton
cemetory inNorth London,
50 headslones were
smashed or daubed with
swastikas In an operation
carried out In three visits
over a 10-day period.
There were smaller-scale
atlacks on West Ham and
Bushey cemeleries and a
further large-scale swas-
tika daubing at Gelderd
Road cemetery In Leeds.
During May thers were
also attacks on syna-
gogues In Manchester,
Dundee and Stalnes.

The Board of Deputles
and the Jewish Chronicle
persist In labelling such
attacks as “copycat"
Incidents following
Carpentras, even though
it has now been revealed
by others that the first
maljor attack at Edmonton
cametory took place onthe
weekend of 4-6 May, at
loast three days before the
event it was supposedly
copying.

On the morning of
Sunday 3 June the Jewlsh
Soclalists’ Group took part
in a demonstration called
by Enfield Trades Councli

protesting the Edmonton
desecration. This wael-
come Inltiative was
supported by a varlety of
local left-wing groups but
also attracted opposition.
Right-wing elements In
Edmonton Labour Party
had trled to stop local
Young Soclalists taking
part, while, in the Jewish
Chronicle, leading Board
of Deputies member and
Labour MP Greville Janner
argued that demonstra-
tions were unnecessary
and that trades counclis
tended to be dominated
by left-wing undesir-
ables!Janner also scolded
a Poale Zion veteran, who
spoke at the demonstra-
tion, for evoking the anti-
fascist struggles of the
1930s. “Things have
changed,” Janner Insis-
ted. Clearly one thing
hasn't: the Board of Depu-
ties stil seem to regard
loft-wing Jows as more of
a threat than right-wing
antisemites,

The Jewish Soclalists’
Group Is carrylng forward
its campalgn against the
current wave of antisem|-
tism with public meetings
In Nottingham on 11 July
(together with Nottingham
Council for Raclal
Equality) and In London
on 24 July.



Keeping Britain tidy

The British National Party
has recently been busy
attempting to spread Iis
racist and antisemitic
polson around the
country. Jewish Socialist
reporters have beenmoni-
toring its activities.

Prompt action by local anti-
fascists stopped the neo-
Nazi Betish National Party
from holding a public rally in
Nottingham. The BNP had
advertised their meeting for
30 April. Their East Midiands
and national leaders, John
Peacock and John Tyndall,
were due 1o speak, Official
bodies such as the Council
of Christians and Jows, the
orthodox synagogue and the
Community Relations Coun-
cid, as well as local council-
lors for the area made
protests to the police and
city council, and several
individuals and the Trades
Council occupied the site of
the meseting.

Unfortunately for the
BNP, the sita was also city
council land and the council
was pressured into taking
out an injunction against the
BNP proventing them from
meeting there. On the day,
despite the competing
aftraction of the national anti-
politax demonstration, some
300 anti-fascists occupied
the site in case the police
ignored the injunction. The
turnout was largely com-
prised of *unpolitical® young
people and the event was
only slightly marred by some
officious “stewards” getting
paranoid about anyone they
didn't recognise - including
the chair of the Council of
Christians and Jows!

In the end the poike
escorted an unhappy bunch
of fascists to a rubbish tip
outside town where they
were alowed a 20-minute
rally = hemmed in by the
anti-fascists who had
followed them. Theirday was
made more unhappy when
their evening social in near-
by Manstield was also

aborted when an angry pub
landlord found out his reom
had been booked by a Nazi
group.

An anti-fascist infiltrator
on the day revealed that
John Tyndall was most upset
at his local organisation who
had promised him a city
centre rally. As this was the
first attempt by any fascist
or Nazigroup to meeat openty
in Nottingham for many
yoars, we can be pleased
that it met both with resound-
Ing failure and coordinated
action from all anti-fascist
groups in the community.

ROSS DRADSHAW

The past fow months have
seen a frightening increase
in racism directed against
the Bangladeshi community
in Tower Hamlets, which
the BNP is creating and try-
ing to exploit. Tower Ham-
lots has very severe hous-
ing problems: over 80 per
cont of the housing in the
borough is council-owned
and a large proportion of
this is in very poor condition.
The worst housing is occu-
pled by the Bangladeshis,
due largely to the racist poli-
cies of successive councils,
but the overall shortage of
housing has led to a feefing
among white people that the
Bangladeshis are respon-
sible. The BNP are attempt-
ing to exploit this situation
with thair “Rights for Whites®
campaign.

In February, following
weeks of escalating tension
and violence between
Bangladeshi and white
pupils at Morpeth school, a
white boy, John Stoner, was
stabbed by a group of
Bangladeshi boys. The
family of the boy organised
a march which they claimed
was intended maerely to
protest about violence and
was notaimed atthe Bangla-
deshi community, When it
became clear the BNP was
attempting 1o use this situa-
tion, they publicly disowned
the BNP. However, it is also

cloar that the main organ-
iser was a racist, and the
BNP did infiltrate the march
in significant numbers and
chanted racist slogans
throughout. The newly-
formed East End Youth
Organisation held a counter
rally in Brick Lane on the
same day. Two weeks iater
the BNP organised its own
“Rights for Whites™ march,
which was prevented from
reaching its imended desti-
nation, Patriot Square, by
anti-fascists who occupied

On 21 April the BNP held
a local election raly a
Weaversfield Schocl in
Bethnal Green. Although it
was legally obliged under
the Representation of the
People Act to let the BNP
use council premises, the
council made no attempt to
avoid or delay the meeting.
Since the speaker was John
Tyndall, the BNP mobilised
fascists from at least the
whole of London, although
they were outnumbered by
the anti-fascist pickat, Unfor-
tunately, the picket was
rather badly organised, and
we did not manage to stop
any fascists from entering
the meeting. There were a
number of violent incidents
and 17 people were
arresteod. A decision was
made 10 stay to the end of
the meeting in order 1o see
the fascists off, and let them
know that they are not wel-
come in Tower Hamlets.
DAVE KING

As a Jew living in York for
the past nine years, | have
long been aware of the signi-
ficance of Clifford's Tower,
the site of a massacre and
mass sukide of Jews In

1190. | particularly enjoyed

the symbolism of a “ring
around the tower” demon-
stration in early 1983 at the
time of the Greenham Peace
Camp. The National Front
too recognise its significance
and have used it as a focus
for demonstrations in York
on the past few Remem-
brance Sundays.

A commemoration to
mark the 800th anniversary
of the massacre was orga-
nised by the B'nai B'rith
Jewish Music Festival and
the Council of Christians and
Jews. The programme inclu-
ded a memorial gathering at
the Tower, concerts, lec-
tures, exhbitions, as well as
religious services. In its own
lerms it was asuccess: Jows
and Christians were brought
together to mourn the event
and recognise that some
refigious organisations, at
least, have moved a long
way in their attitudes since
that time. The symbolism of
Jowish prayers in York
Minster is a powerful indica-
tion of the changed attitudes
of the church, However, the
programme of events was
disappointingly limited in
range, restrictedto adiscus-
sion of medieval Jewish life,
concerts and religious ser-
vices, There was no discus-
sion of antisemitism today,
the social and economic
forces that lead to the
encouragement of anti-
somitism, or the parallels
between antisemitism and
racism. The limited under-
standing of antisemitism was
evidenced by attitudes of the
well-meaning  people
involved, for example that
the Jewish stereotypes in
medieval drama are merely
theatrical forms or that the
“coming together™ of Jews
and Christians at the com-
memoration was from an
oqual position of separation,
as if the responsibiity for
antisemitism was equally
shared,

In the period leading up
to the commemoration antj-
somitic loaflets surfaced,
calling for the commemora-
tion to be cancelied. The
British National Party

announced that they were
going to hold a seminar to
toll the “truth® about the
massacro, The response
from the organisers was to
onsure adegquate police
protection and security.
Some Jewish Sccialists in
Leeds organised a meeting
with Gerry Gable on modern-
day antisemitism to be held
at the York Peace Centre
during the festival but were
not alowed by the organi-
sers of the main festival to
publicise it for security
reasons. The meeting was
small but interesting, and
resulted in the organisation
of a vigil the following week
at Cifford's Tower in res-
ponse to BNP-threatened
activity there. Despite
threats, the BNP disruption
of the commemoration and
“seminar” the following week
never materialised. Hoax,
emply threats or just bad
organisation, who knows?
But antisemitism hasn't dis-
appeared in 800 years and
the commemoration failed
10 acknowledge this fact. The
BNP will be back at Clifford’s
Tower next Remembrance
Sunday. In the meantime,
the events of the past weeks
have brought some of us
together to ook at longer-
term responses o anti-
semitism and racism in York.

SUE COOPER

Sowing hatred - reaping massacre

Seven Palestinlan workers
were massacred at Rishon
Lezion on 29 May 1990.
Following the massacre,
a flurther 15 Palestinians,
Including an B8-year-old
child, were killod as Israell
soldiers cracked down on
the Occupied Territories.
Here are some Palestinian
and Israell reactions.

Everyone who founds
soltlements, everyone who
sabotages the peace
dialogue, everyone who
sends soldiers to open fire
on demonstrators ~ all of
these share in the

ity for the biood
that has been spilt.

The massacrs in Rishon
Lezion is not the doing of an
isolated madman - it is part
of the public atmosphere
created by Yazhak Shamir
and Yitzhak Rabin, with the
policy of oppression and
kiling which they have
carried out these past two-
and-a-half years. Today,
more than ever, we say:
there is no way out and no
solution other than
immediate negotiations with
the Palestinian people and
their representative, the
PLO!

The lsraeli Council for
Israeli-Palestinian Peace,
PO Box 956, Tel Aviv.
Ha'aretz, 24 May 1990

So now we have another
madman.

Another whose tum it is to
be the madman.

Because our last refuge
from insanity is in this
madness.

No one can escape or
hide.

In the lineup will stand':

-~ everyone who preached
Transfer®

- and everyone who
depicted every Arab
person as an “animal®

- an everyone who
referred to them as
“dirty ones” over the
[military] wakie-takies

~ and everyone who
sentences on the
murderers of Arabs

— and everyone who
arranged plea-bargains
with these murdevers

- and everyone who
pardoned them

~ and everyone who
“understood” their
motives

- and everyone who said:
“Too bad | didn't have
the privilege of kilking*
[Rabbi Levinger]

- and everyone who said:
“This is not the time fo
think, but rather the
time to shoot to the
right and to the left*
[Rabbi Nevia)

~ and everyone who sald

nothing: a long lineup of
state, army, legal,
academic and religious

And the victims pass
before the lineup and
identify them one by
one

~ by their volces and by
their hands -

You and you and you and
you and also

you.
Yossi Sarid MK, Hadashot,
21 May 1990

The killings in Rishon Lezion
cannot in our view be
separated from the fatalities
subsequently infiicted on the
Palastinians in the Occupiod
Territories. We see them
both as part of the

violent repression and
bioodshed witnessed there

the Israsli army to the
demonstrations which
followed the horrific killings
in Rishon Lezion.

We demand the
Iimmediate withdrawal of the

by a United Nations Peace-

Keeping Force.,
The Arab Association for
Human Rights

Peace reigns under glasnost umbrella

Dialogue between Jews and
Palestinians goes on in a
variety of contexts all over
the world. One of the most
interesting recent exchan-
ges was between the PLO
and Jews in the Soviet
Union, as reported by
lzvestiya on 23 April this
yoar. (Based on a transla-
tion by Stephen Shenfield.)
The PLO delegation was
headed by Abu Mazen, a
member of the PLO Execu-
tive. The Soviet Jews came
from bodies such as the
Moscow Jewish Cultural-
Educational Society andthe
Jawish Historical Society,
The sharpest exch 3
concerned firstly Zb.:gn

and secondly the emigra-
tion of Soviet Jews to Israel.
On Zionism Tankred Galen-
polskil (ed#tor of the journal,
Courler of Jewish Culture)
made the following parallel:
“Zionism as an ideology is
not responsible for the
actions of this or that Israel
government, just as Marx-
ism is not responsible for,
say, the introduction of
Soviet troops into Afghanis-
tan. In our situation here,
underconditions of an explo-
sion ol antisemitism, the
word ‘Zionist’ has come 1o
mean somathing quite differ-
ont. i has become simply a
synonym of the insulting
word Yid." To which Abu

Mazen replied: “"When we
speak of Zionism we have in
mind those who stand for
the continued occupation of
our land.” But he noted that
in Israelthere are “organisa-
tions and parties the Zionist
nature of which could not be
doubted" which did stand for
the freaeing of the territories
occupled in 1967 and for
Palestinian seli-determina-
tion. The PLO was building
dialogue with these
organisations,

With respect to Soviet
emigration to Israel Galen-
polskii pointed out that
Soviet Jews were emigrat-
ing to Israel not because
they hated the Palestinians

but because & was the only
country accepting them with-
out restriction, asked
the PLO to make clear to the
Soviet leadership their
concern not only that “the
Jows emigrating from the
USSR may end up in
Palestine with rifles in their
hand but that nobody in the
Soviet leadership is taking
the antisemites in hand.” A
Gerber added, "We have

to ... Gorbachev
clearly and publicly to
declare: do not leave; we
need you; we shall defend
you from the antisemites.
But the leaders for some
reason do not want to make
such a declaration.”



Papermates

Roumania's elections may
not have been a victory for
socialism, but at least they
saw a defeat for right-wing
reaction, The so-called
National Peasant Party and
its presidential hopelul,
millionaire London business-
man lon Ratiy, came a poor
third,

Asthe electon drew near,
British media coverage
concentrated onwhether the
right-wing party was getting
afairdoal, and on its charge
that the ruling National Sal-
vation Front were just "neo-
communists®. Perhaps we
were expected toforget what
National Peasant Party
leaders said earlierthis year,
about the “disgrace® of
Roumania being *governad

by a Jew".

Roumania's fascists
once shocked even the
Nazis with their savagery,
hanging Jewish children on
meat hooks and skinning
some alive, But, no matter
how many Roumanian Jows
were slaughtered in the
Holocaust, or left as refu-
geos, the present-day right-
wingers still say thore are
o0 many”. e were
rumours of a pact botweon
the National Peasant Party
and the revived fascist kon
Guard.

While the reactionaries
in Roumania were appeal-
ing to such traditions, and
blaming the old Jewish

scapegoat fortheircountry’s
economic plight (the

Gypsies shape their

Amid the revolutions
shaking the Eastern
bloc, Eastern Europe’s
2million Gypsies, most
of whom have been
settled for generations,
are suddenly entering
the political arena.

The Fourth Worlkd Romany
Congress, held in Warsaw
in April and attended by 300
delegates from over 20
countries, heard how the
new “democratic freedom”
has léted the lid off a racism
which survived through
ears of socialist education,
Slovakia Gypsiles have
been told o "go back to
India®, and in Hungary right-
wing groups have attacked
Jews and Gypsies, saying:
“Long live Szalasi,
The Hungarian Arrow
Cross Party has been
reorganised,
We demand that our
Arrow Cross brothers
who were illegally
murdered by the Jewish
communist-paid agents
should be immediately
rehabilitated... We
demand the immediate
deportation of Jews,
Gypsies and

Communists.”

Havi Usag periodcal, 1989

Roumanian Gypsies
have beoen accused of colla-
borating with Ceausescu
and for not helping the
revolution, Ten Romanies
arrestod during the intor-
ethnic fighting between
Hungarians and Rouma-
nians In Tirgu Mures in
March are still in prison
without trial. A Belgrade
nowspaper has published an
article charging Ceausescu
with being a Gypsy.

The Cengress heard of
the oppression Gypsies
tacedinthe post-1945 years.
Itis not generally known that
the Bulgarian Muslim
Gypsies wore forced to
changetheir names in 1954,
several years before othor
Bulgarian Muslims (1964)
and finally the Turks,
Romanies were killed in
1974 inthe Lovetch concen-
tration camp, while Romano
Manush, now President of
the World Romany Union,
was expeliod from Sofia for
organising Gypsy cultural
ovents, They heard 100 how
Gypsy women in Czecho-
slovakia were stli being
sterilised this January,
Soclal workers have a tar-
get of sterilisation each

infamous Protocols of the
Elders of Zion reappeared
in Bucharast, together with
slogans attacking the
*Jewish Antichrist, Karl
Marx"), Mr Ratiu canvassed
support in London,

6 March, he saw Mrs
Thatcher at Downing Street,
and had taks with the
Foreign Office. The follow-
ing evening, announcing his
candidature for the National
Peasant Party, he told
Members of Parliament at
Westminster that he had
foundthe British
very ‘“understanding”. A
1,000-1cnne consignment of
paper for election purposes
was being shipped to
Roumania, at British
expense.

destiny

month and Gypsy women
are given sums of monay to
undergo the operation which
they are told is for contra-
ception and is reversible.

In Hungary there is the
Romany Soclal Democratic
Union, which runs intandem
with the Social Democratic
Party. Two candidates were
olected 10 the Budapest
Parliament while the
Congress was in session
and one of the new MPs
arrived in Poland just before
the closing day. In
Czechoslovakia 100 the
Romanies have formed a
poltical party. Pending the
olactions one Gypsy has
been nominated 10 serve in
oach of the regional and
national parliaments. Rou-
mania has not one but five
Romany political panties
representing different
shadesof opinion, They are,
however, united in demand-
ing cultural rights and issued
a joimt declaration to this
offoct,

The Bulgarian Gypsies
have formed a union which
inthree months has enrolled
a membership ol over
20,000. In that country eth-
nic groups are not allowed
to form political parties,
though the Union for Demo-

As a result of questions
raised by aJewish Socialists’
Group member, and taken
up by Labour MP Harry
Cohen, Prime Minister
Thaicher denied, in a letter
on 2 April, that the British
government was backing
any candidates in the
Roumanian elactions. Ack-
nowledging that “paper
donated by the British paper
industry*was to be sent, she
assure d us that if any of this
was used to publish anti-
semitic material, the supply
to the offending party would
be stopped. We leave our
readers 1o decide whether
such reassurance is satis-
factory.

CHARLIE POTTINS

cratic Rights roughly repre-
sents the aspirations of the
Turkish minority. The Presi-
dant of the Romany Union
recently met Prime Minister
Miadenov to see how
Gypsies could be represen-
tod in Parliament pending
the election.

The USSR Union of
Romanies has recantly been
ravived, but the population
(some 30,000) in Poland
seems 100 small and 100
scattered 10 become politi-
cally active.

The Congress 1ok steps
towards a undlied literary lan-
guage (Romani has more
dialects than Yiddish) and,
although the idea of a
naticnal state (Romanestan)
was not mentioned - the
lesson of Israel has perhaps
beon salulary — there was
an emphasis on the bonds
with the Indian mother

country.

With this Fourth Con-
gress, the Romanies are
now a force on the political
scene of Eastern Europe,
as was the Bund in its day,
and the predominant colour
is no longer the lolipe (red-
ness, of Communism) but
the light red of Social
Democracy

DONALD KENRICK

The sound of music

Klezcamp, the annual
Jewish arts festival orga-
nised by YIVO, is a must for
anyone interestedin Yiddish
culure and particularly in
Klozmer music, tisheldina
hotel in the Catskills outside
New York. The highlight of
the week is the music, Every
daythere are mastor classes
in clarinet, drums, violin and
ensemble playing. Dancas
such as shers, bulgars and
doinas spillout into the night.
It is exciting to see and hear
50 many fine klezmer musi-
cians logether. For non-
musicians there are
workshops in the Yiddish

mance of Yiddish theatre, |
then a feminist from San |

Francisco juggled a croiss-
ant, a bagel and a plate
belore proceeding to give a
shpifon the conflict between
her roots (the bagel) and her
current lifestyle (the
croissam),

The amount of thought
and effort that had been put
into organising and making
people feel welcome was
impressive and | was moved
by the care that was taken of
me and other “strangers®
from abroad.

language (at all levels),
Merature, song, film, dance,
calligraphy and even toy-
making. The well organised
daycare actively encoura-
ges chikdrento learn Yiddish
and make music.

For someone coming
from Britain, where socialist
and feminist Jewish culture
seems to be forced 1o
struggle for its existence,
what struck me was that
there was so much of every-
thing: energy, Klezmer
music, songs and so many
Yiddish speakers. Ofthe 350
people there, the youngest
was two months old and the
oldest was celebrating his
1015t birthday. Some fami-
lies weore represented by
three or even four genera-
tions and among them were
some 30 native Yiddish
speakers,

One evening at the
nightly cabare! an old
Yiddish actor gave a perfor-

More information about
Klezcamp is avalable from
Hovry Sapoznik at YIVO, 1048
Sth Avenwe, New York, NY
10028, USA, Tal 010-1-212-
535 6700. The cost of the week

Theve is also a residential
summer programme held
throughout July on Yickish
Uterature and Culture near New
York, organised by the
Workmen's Circle. The theme
of the frst week is Women in
Jowish Lierature, and of the
second, The Cullure of
Yiodishism, It costs $375 for
v days' board and lodging;
$135 for chidran (theve is no
charge for undkr-2s).

For further information
contact the Culture and
Education Department, The
Workmen's Circle, 45 East 33¢d
Sveet, New York, NY 10016,
Tel 010-1-212-869 6800.

Politics of language

In areas where there is a
high proportion of people
from ethnic minorities whose
mothertongue is not English,
political parties generally put
out their election propa-
ganda in relevant lan-
guages. In Hackney at the
recent local elections the
Labour Party put out a leaf-
let in Yiddish in appropriate
areas of Clapton and
Stamford Hill,

The leafiet noted that the
new Labour education
authorily had set aside

£750,000 specifically for
haredi (religious ) education,
And, in contrast with the
Conservative Parly in
Golders Green, was offer-
ing provision for Jewish
institutions serving the
under-5s.

Above all, the leaflet
noted that large Jewish
families would have to find
groys gell, up lo £4,000 a
time, to pay the Conserva-

Labour kept control of
Hackney council.

Taking liberties

We expect the Board of
Deputies to tell lles to the
community, but now It's
being less than straight
with the National Councll
for Civil Liberties in areply
tothelrenquiries aboutthe
Community Security
Organisation (CSO)which
excluded sevoral
members of the public
from a film festival
organised by the Spiro
Institute last January.

Hayim Pinner OBE,
Secretary General of the
Board, wrote thatthe CSO
“operates under the direc-
tion of the Board, the
olected representative
body of the Jewish
community, and Is fully
answerable to the Board.
The guidelines regarding
security for the film
festival were discussed
withthe Spiro Institute and
acceptedbythem... There
were compelling securlty
reasons for the actions
taken.”

Professor Geoffrey
Alderman refutesallthese
clalms. He says in hisreply
to the NCCL: *“My
enquiries, and | am a
member of the Board, met
with evasivenessand lack
of frankness. My attempts
to glean Information
relating to the Everyman
Cinema incidentsresulted

In ... an abject failure to
address the points of
substance | had raised.”
As for the Board'sclaim
that the Spiro Institute
knew and accepted what
they were getting Into,
festival organiser Nitza
Spiro wrote to Geoffrey
Alderman: “l hope ... you
have heard how | was
personally upsetover this
Issue. [take your point that
in future anyone asked by
us to look after public
security will have to define
thelr terms. | did not ask
for such adefinition inthis
case aslundersiood secu-
rity tomean the guarantee
of the safety of the people
attending the event.”
Geoffrey Alderman is
one of many who belleves
that the Board holds a list
of people they consider to
be persona non grata on
purely political grounds
and that the CSO Is
ompowered to exclude
these people from
communalevents. He, and
we, will continue to
demand answers o
questions the Board
doesn't want asked, and
1o expose the lles and
strong-arm tactics with
which they try to sllence
and exclude critics and
dissidents.
JULIA BARD
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MILLER'S TALE

Watching Lindsay Chariton's *Divided We
Stand”, about the efforts 50 years ago by
top people to make a deal with Hitler, I
wonder what's new to come out. I'm dying
to peep into the thick ledger containing the
membership list of Captain Ramsay's Right
Club, who protested Britain was fighting a
“Jews' War™, This was the outfit Joan Miller
had to penetrate for MIS.

When a friend brought me her One Girl's
War over from Ireland, Iread itavidly, trying
to spotwhat secrets had led the government
to ban the book. Surely not Milier's amusing
tale of MIS burglary at Raji Paime-Dutt's
home? Was it her revelation of "M”, alias
Maxwell-Knight, Britain's wartime counter-
intelligence chief, as having been into
“rough trade”, astral projection, and bitter
antisemitism? Or that convicted Nazi spy
Anna Wolkow had been the Duchess of
Windsor's dressmaker?

Knowledgeable friends assured me the
government was just trying to appear
consistent, by banning One Girl’s Warwhile
it pursued its action against Peter Wright
and Spycatcher. So, last autumn, seeing
Spycatcher freely available In the local
library, and tripping over piles of
remaindered copies going cheap in the
bookshops, I thought Joan Miller's book
would soon be unbanned tco.

Notso. Asked by Labour's David Winnick
whether he'd make a statement on One
Girl's War, the Attormney-General replied
curtly on 26 October:

“Interim Injunctions obtained in
November 1986 against the distributor and
two booksellers, restraining them from
distributing or selling the book, remain in
force.” So there.

NUMBERS GAME

Never mind Jewish cultural freedom, nor
Russian antisemitism, the reason to be
excited over Soviet Jows s that, thanks to
Pamyat's pogrom threats and US
Immigration restrictions, they can be
brought in to strengthen Israel against the
Palestinians.

Jane Moonman, of the British Israei Public
Alfairs Centre (BIPAC), reckons a million
Russian olim could arrive by the end of the
century, “They will alter the demography
so0 that the higher Arab birth rate will no
longer pose a threat,” she writes,

Those pesky Palestinians, dammit, if
they're not throwing stones at peaceful gun-
toting settlers, they are having babies, every
one of them a born terrorist! Israel has tried
everything - discriminatory family benefits,
stopping Arab couples building homes,
deportations, beating up pregnant women
- but there's still that “threat”.

So bring in the Russians. I hope they
know what is expected of them and aren't
thinking of skiving off somewhere more
peaceful.

Not that Jane Moonman is anti-
Palestinian. Neither the word “Palestinian™
nor “occupled™ sullies her BIPAC prose.

Israel is just “coping with rioting in the
territones”.

“Arab fears® that the new immigrants
will settle in the West Bank "will prove
unfounded" though. Of course, if you annex
East Jerusalem and its environs and call it
partof israel, it's not part of "the territories”,
is it?

Jane Moonman's article appeared in the
April issue of Contact, journal of Eric
Hammond's EETPU. Not much of a
breakthrough for Trade Union Friends of
Israel, but perhaps a fitting place for
Moonshine. "1 suppose we should be used
to printing Wapping lies," quipped the
disgruntied Jewish “sparks™ who showed
it to me, “but I'm thinking of switching to
the breakaway union.”

A VERY NICE MAN

The other moonperson, Eric, was giving a
talk on “security” at the World Union for
Progressive Judaism seminar in London. A
youngrabbi in his audience asked him about
the so-called Community Security
Organisation keeping left-wing Jews out of
Hampstead's Everyman cinema during an
Israeli film season (see page 7).

Moonman, a senlor vice-president of the
Board of Deputies (which is supposedtorun
the CSO), had told the Hampstead &
Highgate Express this was because “people
who'd lostrelatives in the Holocaust™ might
be upset by these with “political opinions™,
Did he think no left-wingers lost relatives,
or that no Holocaust survivors had political
opinions? And what had this to do with
being allowed in to see movies {some of
which expressed political views close to the
outlook of the Jewish Socialists’ Group)?

People said Moonman was deliberately
abusing the name of the Holocaust victims
to slur Jewish Socialists and confuse issues.
Others thought he might genuinely not know
what he was talking about. (After all, hadn't
he shown confused identities in his days as
BIPAC chair, when he used to bank cheques
made out to an *Alexander Keddie"? See
Jerusalem Post 20 August 1987.)

Asked to explain the Board's policy in
the Everyman affair, Moonman's only reply
this time was to tell his questioner, *You're
really bumnt up about this, aren't you." But
would he answer the question? “You're
really bumt up...” he repeated, evidently
pleased with himself for this inanity. If the
World Union of Progressive Jews audience
were satisfied, the young rabbi wasn't. He
tried to speak with Moonman later and was
told that he was “muddleheaded”. (He was
muddleheaded?)

Did Moonman think that being rude to
the questioner was going to help answer
the question? “You can take your remark
and stick it!™ the young man was told. Eric
Moonman is a professional public relations
expert, by the way. And if you think that's
funny, he's also tipped as a likely next
president of the Board of Deputies - which
callsitself “the representative body of British
Jowry”®. Yes, all of us.

Wednesday 9 May 1990. Jean-
Marie Le Pen, guest for the sixth
time of the top political chat show
“L'Heure de la Vérité”, is once
again praising the achievements
of Marshal Pétain, leader of the
French collaborationist govern-
ment, whose militia sent tens of
thousands of French Jews to the
gas chambers. To the four jour-
nalists supposedly there to grill
him, the man who claims to
defend France against the “anti-
French racism” of the immigrant
hordesexplains that there is still a
need to free the French media from
Jewish influence. The journalist
in the hot seat for this quarter of
an hour looks a little sheepish,
hoping Le Pen won't ask him
whether he is “of Jewish origin®.
Jean-Marie is in his element,
the centre of attention, alternat-
ing avuncular charm and thinly-
veiled threats, oozing self-
confidence. “Just you wait,” he
insinuates when his interviewer
dares to show a hint of exaspera-
tion. “It won't be long before we
are deciding who interviews
whom on French television.”
And he could be right. The
Front National (FN) is on the up
and up. Its recent national con-
gress was held under the slogan
“The Conquest of Power”. True
enough, when proportional repre-
sentation was repealed a couple
of years ago, it lost its 35 scats in
parliament, but its representa-
tives sit firmly on hundreds of
local councils up and down the
country. Its new heroine, Marie-
France Stirbois, was recently
elected to the National Assembly
in a by-election with over 60 per
cent of the vote. Local leaders of
the “respectable” right, Jacques
Chirac’s neo-Gaullist RPR and
the UDF Liberals led by Valéry
Giscard d’Estaing, are making
electoral alliances with the FN in
desperate attempts to hang on to
their influence. The extraordin-
ary 14 per cent polled by Le Penin
the last presidential election,
which almost left him as the prin-
cipal right-wing contender after
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Carpentras and after

The Carpentras outrage shocked France to its roots. But, as
Barry Smerin reports from Paris, although mainstream
politicians are back to “business as usual”, elsewhere there

are signs of a new awareness.

the first round of voting, is more
than holding up in the opinion
polls.

Setting the agenda

The political agenda for the whole
country is set by the Front
National. The central issue for
both Leftand Right is the “immi-
grant problem”. Prime Minister
Rocard is urging the Socialists to
stop talking about giving immi-
grants the vote in local elections
because the publicisnotready for
the idea. Mitterrand himself has
adopted the Right's slogan about
a “threshold of tolerance”, the
mythical percentage of “immi-
grants” (ie non-Europeans,
whether born in France or else-
where) beyond which tolerance
is not possible and racial conflict
inevitable.

The RPR leadership is split
between those like former interior
minister Charles Pasqua, who
“share many values with the Front
National”, and those like Chirac
himself who see adirectattack on
the FN as the only way to win
back their lost voters. Having
beaten off a Pasqua-led bid for the
leadership, Chirac has for some
weeks been openly attacking Le
Pen. Meanwhile Giscard, arch
smoothie and self-appointed
leader of the Right, is treating Le
Pen with the “courtesy owing to
any serious political opponent”.

Thursday 10 May. France awakes
to the unspeakable obscenity of
Carpentras. The whole country is
shocked to the roots. The televis-
ion news on all channels talks of
nothing else for four days, as if

the rest of the world had ceased to
exist. Not that the desecration of
Jewish cemeteries is anything
new. Just as in Britain and other
European countries, Jewish grave-
stones have frequently been
daubed and smashed in the last
ten years without a great deal of
publicreaction. This issomething
different. Somehow, somewhere
in France in 1990 there are people
consumed with such hatred of
the Jews that they can tear the
freshly buried body of an old man
from the ground and impaleiton
an iron railing. My local bistro
owner, a man witha penchant for
gory details and more than a soft
spot for Le Pen, confides: “Inever
thought they would go that far.
You'd need a bloody strong
stomach for it.”

And of course “they” haven't.
Le Pen is furious. Just as every-
thing was going so well! AsI write
this at the beginning of June the
police still have no clue to the
culprits but Jean-Marie himself
has no doubts. “Who does the
crime benefit?” he raves. “It's a
plot to discredit the FN, perpe-
trated by the Communists or a
Muslim terrorist group.” Alone
among political leaders, he hasno
word of sympathy for the victims.

Few people think the FN is
directly responsible. Notdirectly.
Butforthefirsttime thereis, across
the political spectrum,
widespread realisation of the
damage that has been done to the
fabric of French sodety by the
race hatred and antisemitism
peddied by the FN. An opinion
poll published two days later
showed that 57 per cent of the

people interviewed hold the FN
morally responsible for the
Carpentras outrage, while a
further 34 per cent consider the
media to blame for giving the FN
too much coverage.

Turning point

The silent protest demonstration
isenormous. Closeona quarter of
a million people, including the
leaders of all the main political
parties, march from the Place de
la République to the Bastille. For
the first time since the Second
World War, a President of the
Republic takes to the street on a
public demonstration. There is a
feeling that at last people have
had enough, atlast they are going
to react. The left-wing papers are
jubilant. “Carpentras is a tuming
point. Things will never be the
same again.” Politicians are
beginning to ask some of the right
questions. Is the Front National
justa party of the Far Rightor isit
a fascist organisation dedicated
to destroying everything the
Republic stands for? Should the
media treat Le Pen just like any
other politician? Should we
debate with him? Pierre Mauroy,
General Secretary of the Socialist
Party, walks out of a political
symposium, refusing to be in the
same room as Jacques Medecin,
mayor of Nice and a known FN
sympathiser,

And yet. Barely two weeks later
Chirac, who in the aftermath of
Carpentras finally agreed to join
Rocard’s all-party round table on
racism, has reneged, accusing the
Socialists of not really wanting to
fight Le Pen. And Rocard himself
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has finally buried his party’s
“Votes for Immigrants” propo-
sal. The mainstream politicians,
having enjoyed their emotional
outburst and the novelty of being
filmed in a synagogue wearing a
varmulke (skull-cap), are back in
business as usual, or so it seems.

Right-wingJewish groups who
usually spend most of their time
urging French Jews to leave for
Israel and let the Araband French
antisemites fight it out,
complained vociferously that
there were very few Arabs and
blacks on the Carpentras protest
demo. Angry Arab community
leaders, exemplary in their
support for the demonstration,
pointout that thereare nomassive
demonstrations when Arab
community  centres  are
fircbombed or blacks gunned
down in the back streets of
Marseilles.

But there are some signs of a
new awareness and of new
connections being made. Listen
to Abdel Alissou, chief news
editor of Radio Beur, the most
popular Arab radio station in the
Paris area:

One struggle

“The struggle against anti-Arab
racism and antisemitism is one
struggle. Racism and anti-
semitism are used by the French
extremists likea two-stage rocket.
In igniting the first stage, anti-
Arab racism, the racists tested the
limits of democracy. Their
immediate political goal is to kick
the Arabs out of France, even if it
takes racist murders to do it. But,
as the political pay-off has been
slow in coming, they are now
igniting the second stage,
antisemitism, previously kept
under wraps because of the taboo
of the Shoah. But in attacking the
Jews, what they are secking to do
is to wipe them off the face of the
earth. We must fight this now,
especiallyastheantisemitismnow
feeding through to us from
Eastern Europe is, unlike the
French variety, devoid of any
sense of guilt.”

The

pen

behind
Le Pen

In the wake of the recent
desecrations of Jewish tombs
at Carpentras, Tony Blend
examines a more discreet but
no less dangerous form of
anti-semitism: revisionism

In England, a recent symposium
on the Holocaust was entitled
“Remembering for the Future”.
Here in France, however, there is
also a more immediate question:
will revisionist historians distort
the events of the Second World
War to such a point that the pub-
lic no longer knows or cares to
know the truth? Remembering for
the present is justas much an issue.

The political face of right-wing
racismand antisemitism in France
may well be Le Pen. But what lies
behind that? Politicians put for-
ward ideas; thinking up those
ideas is often left to others. Where
does Le Pen get his ideas from?
One source is pseudo-scientific
revisionist research propounded
by right-wing “intellectuals”.
What the Front National is to
politics, revisionism is to aca-
demic research.

In recent years, certain univer-
sity theses, articlesand books have
attempted to minimise the scale
of the Holocaustordeny itsoccur-
rence altogether. The University
of Lyon II, in particular, has
emerged as a centre for revision-
ism, housing such “historians” as
Rocques, Notin and Faurisson.

French Jews - particularly
those interested in historical
research ~ have fought back, led
by the Contemporary Jewish
Documentation Centre (CDJC)in
Paris. The Centre contains
archives on the treatment of Jews
during the war: books, articles,
photographs, letters and other
materials. In addition to provid-
ing these resources for students,
researchers, journalists and insti-
tutions, the Centre has provided
evidence for the trial of war
criminals such as Klaus Barbie. It
has also published a comprehen-
sive two-volume catalogue of its
extensive archives, a precious
record of antisemitic legislation
passed during the Occupation,
and puts out a quarterly journal,
Le monde juif, devoted to the study
of contemporary Jewish history.

Jews and revisionists clashed
back in 1978 when Robert
Faurisson claimed: “Hitler never
ordered or agreed to whosoever
being killed, by virtue of their
race or religion.” Also, Le Monde
published an article on Hitler’s
gas chambers in which he stated
that while there had been ovens
in Hitler's concentration camps
there had been no gas chambers,
implying that the Nazis had
cremated the dead but had neither
actively nor systematically killed
Jews. Indeed, he argued, how
could it have been possible to
operate such gas chambers?

The article is short, polemical

rather than factual, and its sour-
ces are obscure. A rare reference
is to fellow revisionist R
Christophersen.

Le Monde published a reply by
George Wellers, an honorary
rescarch historian at France’s
national scientific research centre
(CNRS) and major force behind
the CDJC and its journal. With
much self-restraint, and demon-
strating the scientific thorough-
nesslackingin Faurisson’sarticle,
Wellers setsoutevidence to refute
the revisionist case.

From German archives, he
refers to telling correspondence
between the German authorities
and a firm contracted to build
and install a gas chamber at
Auschwitz in 1942.

From the testimony of former
SS officers, he quotes the diary of
an SS doctor, Professor Kremer,
at Auschwitz. On 2 September
1942, he writes: “At three o'clock
this momning, I attended my first
Sonderaktion. Dante’s Hell seems
like a comedy in comparison.
Auschwitz is not called a death
camp for nothing.” On 12October
1942:“1... attended a Sonderaktion
at night (1600 Dutch). Terrible
scenes...” Wellers adduces fur-
ther evidence. In July 1945 and
March/ April 1946, two senior SS
— Pery Broad and Rudolf Hess -
gave British authoritiesa detailed
description of the gas chambers
in their camp and how they
operated. Moreover, during vari-
ous trials before the German
courts, SS officers at Auschwitz
admitted to having seen the gas
chambers operating. Not one
denied the gas chambers existed.
(Instead, they denied having per-
sonally had any hand in their use.)

From the evidence of former
detainees, Wellers cites the testi-
mony of five prisoners who
escaped from Auschwitzbetween
1943 and 1944. Their description
of the gas chambers was
published in November 1944 by
the US Executive Office of War
Refugees Board, who stared: “We
have every reason to believe that
these reports paint an accurate
picture of the horrible events

which are taking place in these
camps.”

Wellers concludes: “I do not
know if Mr Faurisson is an anti-
semite and pro-Nazi. He says he
is not. I do know, however, that
were he so, he could do no more,
no better than he is doing at
present to malign and insult Jews
by treating themas impostersand
excusing the most abominable
and revolting features of Nazism.”

Thusin 1978 a French historian
has to disprove a claim made in
France’s most reputable national
daily newspaper that Hitler’s gas
chambers never existed.

Twelveyearson, Faurissonand
Wellers have clashed again. This
time the matter was resolved not
in the columns of a national
newspaper but in the courts.
Having investigated Faurisson’s
revisionist activities further, Le
monde juif described him thus:
“Lecturer at the Arts Faculty,
University of Lyon II, head of the
revisionist school in France and
falsifier of the history of the death
camps during the Nazi period.”

Faurisson then brought an
action against Wellers and the
CDJC for defamation. His case?
“Historians would gradually
come to realise that they have no
evidence of an order, plan or
budget to exterminate the Jews.”
He daimed Weller's evidence was
based on inaccurate translations
or interpretations of the state-
ments of Nazi leaders.

Wellers defended the CDJC
journal’s description. It was “an
accurate definition of themethods
used by Robert Faurissontostudy
the genocide of the Jews during
the Second World War”.
Faurisson’s work was “
scientific research having noother

, and certainly no other
result, than to rehabilitate the
crimes committed by the Nazis
against humanity”.

On 14 February 1990, the
Departmental (High) Court in
Paris said it was up to historians
and the public to decide what was
historical fact; the courtitself was
notcompetent to do so. However,
it noted Faurisson’s claim that
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the Nazi expression, “the Final
Solution to the Jewish Question”,
meant simply transferring
Europe’s Jews, rather than exter-
minating them. It also noted the
testimony of Himmler, cited by
Wellers: “Elimination of the Jews,
extermination, we will do that.”

The court saw in Faurisson’s
claims “general assertions, which
were not scientific in nature but
purely polemical”. It pointed out
that in the Federal Republic of
Germany itself, under a law
passedon 1 August 1985, denying
that the Nazi Holocaust took place
was a civil misdemeanour.

The court ruled that Faurisson
had failed to show he had good
cause for the action, which it dis-
missed, ordering himto pay costs.
The description of him as a falsi-
fier of history was not considered
libelous.

In condemning those politi-
cians who - in a last, desperate
bid for power - play the race card,
we should not forget those whose
ideas they feed off. Ultimately,
the weakness of Faurisson’s case
was matched by the weakness of
his research. Itisa pity that French
universities have not been as
sharp at singling out revisionist
tendencies as the French courts
were.

Disproving the incredible and
proving the obvious are no easy
matter. A great deal of time,
money and effort was spent on
simply reaffirming that the
Holocaust occurred and on
defending the right to challenge
those who claim it did not. It is
also a distraction from other
issues. .

But the likes of Faurisson have
to be challenged. With the pass-
ing of time, the denial of the
Holocaust increases in scale.

“Not 1,” denies the Nazi.

“Notanyone,” denies the revi-
sionist.

“A detail,” says the politician.

Ifthereisa lesson to be learned
from the French experience, it is
that there is nothing more impor-
tant than remembering for the

present.



ANTISEMITISM

Lords: 207-74 out

Amid an international resurgence of anti-
semitism, the debate in Britain on whether
to prosecute suspected Nazi war criminals
continues to arouse strong passions. Marian
Shapiro uncovers low forms of antisemit-
ism in high places.

Former Nazi collaborators who have been granted
British citizenship since 1945 cannot be prosecuted
in this country for crimes committed abroad dur-
ing World War 1, solely because they were foreign
subjects at the time. If the War Crimes Bill had
become law, it would have closed this loophole,
bringing British law into line with that of other
countries such as Canada and allowed the prose-
cution of a small group of people living in the
United Kingdom. The Chalmers-Hetherington
Report, which provided the impetus for the legis-
lation, found grounds for prosecution against three
people and sufficient information to warrant fur-
ther enquiries in another 124 cases.

Before falling in the Lords in early June, the Bill
had rather a rough ride through the legislative
process. The Lords debate at the end of 1989 was
marked by strong resistance and blatant antisemi-
tism; the most notable comment being Lady
Saltoun’s that the proposed legislation would allow
“aliens to be revenged on other aliens for something
done in a foreign country nearly half a century
ago”.

Onitssecond reading inthe Commonsin March
1990 it was passed overwhelmingly (273-60) on a
free vote. Opposition views in the debate and
committee sessionsranged from the undesirability
of bringing in legislation which could be seen as
retrospective, and of prosecuting a few “sick old
men”, to the supposed unreliability of witnessesin
recalling events of nearly 50 years ago. Ivor
Stanbrook, the (very) Conservative member for
Orpington, was one of the Bill's staunchest oppo-
nents. His opening remarks in the second reading
debate included the inimitable remark “what the
Jews called the holocaust...”. He then went on to
argue, “The criminals were not restricted to the so-
called Nazis but existed on all sides... In principle,
we ought not to delve into history, to revive the
grim, terrible, cruel stories of the last war, in which
many, many people suffered.” Later headded: “In
view of the present state of world affairs, when
peaceand co-operationare watchwords, we should
not be reviving thoughts of hatred, cruelty and
revenge.”

Although not always explicit, a strong strand of
xenophobia ran through the debate. Stanbrook
again: “These offences were committed 1,000 or
2,000 miles away, by and among the people whose
language and customs were quite different from
our own. It would be very difficult to translate all
that in such a way as to enable a British jury to

decide dispassionately the question of guilt or
innocence.”

Balanced against such sentiments were some
moving testimones from MPs. Alex Carlile
recounted his family’s experiences, particularly
his mother’s: “She and others can give evidence
that would shame in quality some of the evidence
given, say, last week in courts of law throughout
Britain. When she was fighting in the Warsaw
uprising, on a Warsaw street, she was stopped by
two soldiers and she heard them discussing in
German, which she understood but which they
did not know she understood, whether she should
be killed because she had an attractive leather
bag... She remembers that event as though it was
yesterday. She remembers what was in the bag ...
the people who spoke to her and the words that
were used, even though they were spoken in a
language that was not her own.”

Shortly after the Commons second reading, the
Lords made further moves to halt the Bill's pro-
gress. At the end of May an amendment was
passed to a bill which would have made live
evidence by video link from abroad permissible
under Scottish law. The successful amendment
specifically excluded Nazi war crimes, presum-
ably making the provisions of the War Crimes Bill
considerably less workable in practice, as many of
the people referred to in the Hetherington-
Chalmers report live in Scotland.

The vote in the second reading debate in the
Lords this June was as conclusively against the Bill
as that in the Commons had been in favour.
Suggestions thatanegative votein the Lords would
hasten the upper chamber’s abolition didn’t help.
“We are not to be bullied in this House; we are not
to be blackmailed; weare notto beintimidated...,”
said Lord Hailsham.

Severallords, including Lord Beloff, challenged
the opposition’s grounds for objection: “A degree
of prejudice has crept into the matter that is very
similar to that contained in some official docu-
ments of the wartime years when the first rumours
of those appalling events reached this country and
were largely dismissed... It was stated that the
Jews were always complaining and were probably
exaggerating.” His sentiments were echoed by
Lord Goodman: “Lord Beloff ... showed a good
deal of courage inexpressing hissuspicion regard-
ing the motivation of some of the people opposing
the Bill. I have no evidence to support that; |
should like to think that there is no evidence to
support it, but it would be losing one’s eye to the
reality not to believe that a certain amount of
antisemitism is to be found in a number of them.”

As in the preceding debates in both houses, the
dominant strands of the opposition’s argument
focused on the inviolability of British justice, the
“retrospective” nature of the proposed legislation
and whether defendants would get a fair trial. On

the face of it, worthy and rational objections. Less
palatable were clear inferences that the legislation
did not seek justice but retribution — an “alien”
concept. And for alien read “Jew”? Or would that
be being over-sensitive? Lord Shawcross, speak-
ing from hisexperience asa member of the govern-
ment at the end of the Second World War, made
several telling statements. Quoting Churchill’s 1946
call for “an end to retribution”, he added: “Retri-
bution does not cease to be retribution by posting
a label called ‘justice’ on top of it.” He claimed that
earlier attempts to bring war criminals to justice
had been thwarted by the very people they were
intended to help. “Indeed, the efforts of those like
myself, who wanted to do more to punish those
who had slaughtered the Jews, were not helped by
various things that had ha in the mean-
time, including the activities of the Stern Gang and
the bombing of the King David Hotel.” Heargued:
“We can now revive the policy of retribution but
we cannot, in my view, do it without imposing an
indelible blot on every principle of British law and
justice.”

Anotherequally unpalatable argument, strongly

ANTISEMITISM

echoing the argument against giving refuge to
Jews at the time, was that the legislation would
encourage antisemitism. Lady Saltoun of
Abernethy, who had made the infamous Decem-
ber remark about aliens, said: “I can see ... the
danger of an anti-Jewish backlash and of fuelling
the antisemitism which may have led to such
deplorableincidents as the desecration of a Jewish
cemetery in North London recently ... the danger
is far greater if we embark on trials than if we do
not.” Lord Longford agreed: “...if they [the trials]
were to take place can anyone imagine the growth
of antisemitism? It is obvious that people would
ask, ‘what are these trials?’ ...People would ask
‘what is this all about?’ The answer would be ‘Itis
our Jewish friends.””

The Bill fell in the Lords by 207 votes to 74. It is
almost unprecedented fora government Bill which
has been passed in the Commons to fall in the
Lords. Many have questioned whether an
unelected chamber should be able to overturn the
Commons’ clearly expressed will in this way. The
government now intends to reintroduce the Bill in
the autumn session of Parliament.

1992: racism knows
no boundaries

The benefits for business of
the Single European Market
have been much trumpeted,
but what will 1992 mean for
black communities, immi-

grants, migrants and
refugees? Simon Lynn
investigates.

Due largely to the objections of
the British government, the pro-
posed “free movement of per-
sons” within the EC will be res-
tricted by frontier controls within
the community. This will
primarily affect Europe’s 15 mil-
lion migrant workers, though the
racist assumptions behind these
controls are likely to bring suspi-
cionand harassment to non-white
EC residents, too. The external
borders of the EC will be virtually
sealed to migrants and people
seeking asylum.

The British government's

objections to relaxing border
controls within the EC have been
made clear on a number of occa-
sions. In an interview with the
Daily Mail in May 1989, Mrs
Thatchersaid: “We joined Europe
to have a free movement of
goods... I did not join Europe to
have a free movement of terror-
ists, criminals, drugs, plant and
animal diseases, rabiesand illegal
immigrants.”

The assumption that equates
drug trafficking, smuggling,
terrorism and rabies with refu-
gees, migrants and immigrants is
constantly reiterated in European
governments’ debatesabout 1992.
This implicit criminalisation and
association with “menace”
weighs heavily on the daily lives
of migrants, immigrants and
refugees.

Policy towards refugees is for-
mulated by the Trevi group of
senior EC ministers, who meet in

secret every four months with a
brief to form EC policy on terror-
ism, drugs and immigration. The
Refugee Forum in Britain is
demanding that these discussions
be opened up to democratic
debate.

European countries will conti-
nue to turn their face away from
non-European countries to which
they have been historically linked:
the Netherlands from Surinam,
Italy and France from North
Africa, Spain from Latin America
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and Britain from the Common-
wealth. European governments
are formally turning away from
taking responsibility for the havoc
wreaked by theirimperialismand
neocolonialism.

Britain's telabonsh:p with the
black Commonwealth illustrates
this well: “The entire history of
black migration from the carly
years of recruitment in the Carib-
bean is marked by ambiguity and
racistrhetoric,” Kenneth Leach of
the Runnymede Trust has said.
West Indian labour was needed,
but West Indian people were not
wanted.

Since the carly 1960s, each
successive Britishgovernment has
introduced immigration legisla-
tion and rules that have at their
core a definition of black people
asa “problem” tobe “controlled”.
The laws of 1962, 1968 and 1971
progressively withdrew from
Commonwealth citizens their
right to come to this country and
to be joined by their families. A
Sivanandan of the Institute of Race
Relations said: “The Act of 1971
had already heralded Britain's
joining the EC two years later by
putting an end to all primary or
settlerimmigration fromthe New
Commonwealth” and opting
instead for the gastarbeiter labour
of Europe. Commonwealth citi-
zens were henceforth on a par
with aliens.”

The 1981 Nationality Act
“regularised” the nationality of
those black people who settled in
Britain before 1973 (while deny-
ing Commonwealth citizens an
automatic right to citizenship) in
preparation fora Europe without
frontiers, and the 1988 Immigra-

tion Act deprived black people
long settled here of the right to
family reunion.

“Harmonisation” of legisla-
tion in preparation for 1992 is
proceeding apace. Finesimposed
on airlines which bring in people
without the correct documenta-
tion are now commonplace in
Europe, and exist in Britain in the
formof the Immigration (Carriers
Liability) Act 1967. This hasmade
the journey to Europe impossible
for many people who face harass-
ment and victimisation at home.

The Trevi group has already
agreed on 50 countries whose
people would require visasto visit
any EC country, which prevents
those secking asylum from gett-
ing to an EC country. This was
Britain’s explicit intention when
visa requirements were imposed
on Sri Lankan nationals in 1985-
86 to prevent Tamils escaping
from persecution and violence.

The countries of the EC are
increasingly hostile to asylum
seckers and use an increasingly
restrictive definition of “refugee”.
Some categories of people are
rejected outright, but there is also
a newly-developed second class
status, in this country called
“exceptional leave toremain” and
on the continent called “B&C"
status, which gives fewer civil,
social and economic rights than
the rest of the population.

Britain categorises many asy-
lum seekers as “economic refu-
gees” whether itis the case or not.
Itisnot true for Kurdish refugees,
for example, but in any case eco-
nomic pressures are powerful in
displacing people and are often
connected with violence and per-
secution.

Mainland European countries
have strict internal controls such
as the use of identity cards. In the
past Britain has relied more on
controls at the point of entry.
However, there has been a creep-
ing and extensive establishment
of a network of internal immigra-
tion controls here too. Black
people in Britain are increasingly
subject to checks, questions and
suspicion of their immigration

status when they are in contact
with public services: the DSS,
schools, colleges, housing benefit
offices, job centres, employers,
marriage registration offices, GPs,
health centres and others.

The British state has moved
steadily over the last 11 years of
Conservative government to
relinquish responsibility for the
“social cost” of migrant workers.
The Recourse to Public Fundsrule,
first used to restrict the entry of
Jewish refugees at the tum of the
century, was used in 1985 todeny
migrants public housing and
benefits. The 1988 Social Security
Actrequires DSS officers to police
the black community and passon
information to the Home Office.
Trades unionists should resist
being used in this way.

This continual monitoring,
alongside direct harassment,
raids, violence, arrests and
attempted deportations by police
and immigration officers, consti-
tutesa concerted attempt todesta-
bilise the lives of black people in
Britain.

The Schengen Accord is an
agreement which includes the
development of a base of compu-
terised information on refugees,
asylum seckers and “undesirable
aliens”. The Accord also envisages
a single chance of entry to the EC
for an asylum seeker. If an appli-
cation were refused by one
country, the information would
be circulated to all the others who
would then automatically refuse
entry too. And it is salutary to
realise that information used by
West Germany last year to check
the identity of East German
refugees was compiled under the
Nazi regime.

[n Britain, the Home Office has
been rapidly computerising.
evDecs has 300,000 names of people
refused entry and their associates
(names taken from diaries,
address books, etc, of asylum
seekers). HOLMES is the police
computer system used to track
down those considered to have
evaded immigration controls.
Information on this system
includes that from anonymous

phone calls and denunciations.
Raids by police and immigration
officers have been based on
HoMes, Operation Needle was
onecarried outon clothing factor-
ies in Hackney, which came up
against fierce resistance by
migrant workers and their com-
munities and supporters on the
streets and in the workplaces,
The poll tax will add to the
already extensive computerised
information bascand itself creates

full citizens who are registered
and disenfranchises those not
registered, particularly migrant
workers. The central principle
underlying the poll tax of locat-
ing every individual is part of a
deeper agenda.

These preparations for 1992 are
being made against a Europe-
wide rise in racism, racist vio-
lence and a growth of openly
fascist parties. In Britain there are
an estimated 70,000 racist inci-
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dents each year and at least 46
people have died as the result of
racist attacks in the last 10 years.
Such attacks have frequently
increased in the wake of media
and government scares about
immigrants. The challenge to
racism must meet the new Euro-
pean agenda and the breadth of
both the political and the physical
attacks being mounted against
minority communities right
across Europe.

Letters...

NO BLESSING FROM BARUCH
The view you printed by Raymond
Sutiner (JS19) is probably universally
hedd: that a now phase is commending
n South Alnca; and that it was the ANC
that brought the couniry to this posision.
But Suttner only mentions the ANC.
There is no mention of any other
organisatons among those that
struggled against the aparthedd stato
Yot surely this cannot be correct.
Besides the many other movements
that opposed the South African
govemment (such as the PAC, Azapo,
the Black Conscicusness Movement,
the Cape Action League, and o0 on),
thero was the powerful rade union
movement that clams three-quarters of
a milfion workers and, of course, the
Communist Party.

The programme that Sutiner
mentions as the keystone %o change is
the Freedom Charter, a programme of
democratic demands that has aroused
much criticism from the other black
movements, fom many ¥ade unions
and from groups on the left. Yet Sutiner
is a communist. |s Suttnor withholding
somathing — or does this represent the
imit of his asprations? if the later, then
porhaps socialists need to be
somewhat less enthusiastic about what
is on ofer from your contribulors.

is the struggle for change in South
Alrica one that will be consummated by
the petty bourgeoisie or will the
democratic translormation be achieved
Hrough the action of he mainly black
working class? i there is 1o be no
Lancaster Houseo-type deal (in the
image of Zmbabwe), the negotialors
must bo placed undor surveillance by
an glected assembly, or by the
organsed working dass. If this is not
done there can be no assurance that

the talks will not end in some squalid
doals,

Amy Thomon writes an
EMpressionissc piece on the position of
Jows in the struggle for a batter South
Alrica. In the past, she says, 90 per
cont of those whites involved in the
struggle for democracy were Jewish.
Surely not. When | was in prison (all the
white male poltcal prisoners were kept
together) the Jows (at the peak period
of imprisonment) did consitute about
30 por cent. At that time the total
number of white male prisoners was 25
Among the women the percentage, and
the absolute number, was lower. The
impression given by Ms Thormion Is
misleading. The number of whites
involved in any of the political
movements that cpposed apartheid was
minuscule, At its haight thore coukd not
have beon more than a lew hundred
whites in the Communist Party, and it is
doubtiid whether there ware more in the
Liberal Party. They never constituted
maore than a Sy proporson of the total
white populasion.

The Jews who joined the struggle
did 50, not because oy wore Jows,
but because they accepled certain

. In 50 far as thoy
did, they did not ask for credit as Jews.
London N2

TELL ME MORE

The article in JS19 about the
revolutions in Eastern Europe was
interasting, but | found it too vague and
abstract. | would've liked to leam
something more solid about the role of
Jows in these events and - especially
with all the publicity about emigration o
Israel —~ something about what the ones
who intend to remain are doing, Has
there bean more imerest in the sort of
politics represented by the Bund,
n from the
tradisons of East Europoean Jowish
communities? In cities where there've
been threats of pogroms, have thore
been Jews organising sell-delence
along with other threalened minorities?
| didd think the editonal attacking the
collaboration of Jewish officials in

Roumania and South Africa (and the
UK) was spot-on,

Rozamne

London SW2

PRESERVING HISTORY

Readers of Jewish Sociakst might ke
1o know that the entre Sbrary of he
Morgn Frayhayt (see JS19) was
donated to the Bodietan Library, Oxiord,
and that | am in process of cataloguing
it onto the Olis computerised system,
which is accessible through Janer {Joint
Academic Network),

important enough to warrant the full-
time services of a librarian, and it was
only after much much persuasion that |
was allowed to embark on the work on
a stricly overtime basis.

There are over 4,000 volumes,
ranging from transiations of Marx and
Lenin to modern poetry, including fog-
bikher from the ghettos and Workers'
Circle Alef-bes primers for chidren.
Some of the books are in poor
condition, but it is an exceptional
collection. Those interested in the
presarvation of historic Yiddish socialist
material might consider writing 10 the
Librarian 10 emphasise the importance

MISLEADING OUR PEOPLE

The current exposure of the autocratic
“official” Anglo Jewry's representative
“leadership® must focus attention on the
fallure of the refigious and communal
soctors 1o domand the cossation of the
anti-democratic structure of the Board
of Deputies, Tho establishment of a
woekly Jowish radical nowspaper 1o
refuto the Jewish Chronicle distorions
of the Anglo-Jewish nows coverage and
reports bocomes an immedate priority
10 resist the current despaining sitluation
confronting Anglo-Jewry,

Louis Bahr

London E1



Jewish Socialist takes pride in
uncovering hard and often
distasteful facts. This inquiry
has been no exception. Diana
and Chaim Neslen have
conducted a “classified”
investigation.

One ancient question, still relevant
today, is pondered by sagesin every
Sanhedrin of the diaspora: “How
many sidesdoesabagel have?”, such
is the weight of responsibility which
we Jews still bear for the rest of the
world. Carrying on this responsible
position, we were given the brief to
cast personal safety to the windsand
examine the bagels produced in the
very heartland of progressive Jewish
London - llford.

What is a bagel?

It would be easier to describe what s
not a bagel. The first recorded
reference to bagels can be found in
Exodus 127.4-7 in the Grodzinsker
Rabbi‘s translation: “and the
Israclites were sore oppressed by
the great burden of stone for the
Pharaoh’stomb, and yea, oneGelach,
sonof Bulkah, of the tribe of Fressers,
conceived of an plan; using four of
his wife’s (Bayleh - Bai for short) last
week’s rolls, he joined them with
twoaxles, and planing them beneath
the stone lubrications them with
creamy cheese, observed them toroll,
thusit was that Bai Gelach performed
a Mitzvah which would bring glory
to Jewishgenerationsto follow.” (For
further references, the readershould
turn to K Marx: The Bagel and the
Elephant Question; V Lenin: A
Revolutionary Whole; A Einstein:
Derivation of the Theoryof the Curvature
of Space, p 1-215.)

Types of bagel

The Polish bagel: hard inside, soft
outside, sweet after cating,

The Lithuanian bagel: hard outside,

...ahd now for

the centr

espread!

Never let it be sald that Jewish Socialist does not take the
essentlal needs of its readers serlously. We thought we should
consider looking at the kind of provision avallable for the good

Jewish soclalist. To this end, for the past two months Karen
Merkel and her team of intrepld surveyors have scoured the
country In search of that most elusive of objects - the perfect
Bagel (or Beigel, depending on where you hall from). You may,
of course, already be consuming this - in which case we want
to know about it! However, In the meantime, we are publishing
our exclusive findings. We'll leave you to judge which bagel
you would take to your desert Island...

We decided to begin our search
right in the hean of England in:

Northampton

Waitrose

Kingsthorpe

Opening hours: 8,.30-8.00

Atmosphere: 8 — Supermarket

Service: 9

Taste: 5

Texture: 5

Shape: 8 - round, what else?

Quality: 6

Goodﬁ - with fillings: Yes, depends on
ling

Comments: Why can't we get

Bagels in Leicester!
Researcher: Reni Chapman

Moving further north now, we go

1o the fast-growing hotbed of

Jewish socialist action...

Nottingham

The Vienna Delf

St James Street

Opening hours: Lunchtime

Aimosphere; 9 - Pleasant,
cosmopolitan for Nottingham.
Have daily papers

Service: 7

Only sold with fillings
Comments: They are ordered from
Manchester!

Still more from Nottingham...
The Continental Deli

Melton Rd, W Bridgeford
Opening hours: 9-5.30
Atmosphere: pleasant

Service: 9 - friendly and helpful
Taste: 5 — not vary baigel-ike
Texture: 3 — soft and squishy

Shape: 8

Qualty: 3 ~ not v good

Price: £1.40 for 6

Value: not really

Good with fillings: It would fall to

bits
Comments; Sadly, a great
disappointment. The search

goes on...
Resaarcher: Myra Woolfson

And now for the town that is

more than just a big government

garden centre...

Gateshead

Stenhouse Bakery

Coatsworth Road

Atmosphere: 6

Service: 2

Taste: 8

Texture: 7

Shape: 10

Quality: 7

Price; 20p

Good with fillings: Yes

Researchers: Carrie Supple,
Sharon Gewirtz

On now to see what heights can
be scaled in the Peaks

Derby

St James Deficatessen & Tea
Room

/11 St James Street

Opening hours: 9.00-5.00

Atmosphere: 7

Upstairs: take-away doll; downstairs
-~ cafa

Service; 6

Taste: 8

Texture: 8

Shape: 10 - authentic
Price: 18p

Quality: 8

Researcher: Larry Beckreck

To return to the centre of

English life...

Peterborough

The Hot Bage!

38 Manasty Road, Orton

Taste: The garfic ones are nice - 3
E numbers, though!

Texture: 6 — 100 soft

Shape: 8 - too perfect

Quality: 7 - good toasted

Comments: Not as good as a Brick
Lane Bagel

Researcher: Henry lNes

Whitechapel

...and s0 10 Brick Lane, home of
two bagel shops just two doors
from each other and separated
only by the (not kosher) “Jolly
Butchers” pub

Evering Bakery

155 Brick Lane, Whitechapel,
London E1

the word "fresh” spring 10 mind

Price: 10p

Value for money?: if this is based on
how long it takes 1o chew one up
completely, it is centainly good
value, On the other hand, with
the rising cost of dental
troatment. ..

Good with fillings?: Let's just say
that it is better than without

Comments; Don't go there if you are
fooling depressed and, if you are
fastidious about the surroundings
where you buy or eat food,
remember 1o take your broom,

Beigal Bake

158 Brick Lane, Whitechapel,

London E1

Opening hours; always except
Pesach it seems

Almosphere: 8 ~ a bit clinical but
genorally bright, cheerful and
alive, Colouriul cakes thoughtiully
placed on the counter.

Sewvice: 8

Taste: 9 ~ with just a hint of
sweelness

Toxture: 10 - real body!

Shape: 9 - nicaly rounded (a

soft inside, sweet while eating.
The Russian bagel: hard inside,
hard outside, can sour.

The British bagel: soft inside, soft
outside, cloying.

The American bagel: reversible,
sweet and sour before and after.
The Israeli bagel: even the hole is
hard, sour.

Features

Standard size: 35¢cm, 60cm, 80cm
(for khazerim)

Standard weight: 150g, 272g, 330g

Standing around until being
served: Sundays 1520 mins,
weekdays 1-5 mins; Saturdays
closed,

The Great Bagel War

It has been said that the known
taxi driver population of Greater
liford traffic in bagel bullion.
Those in the know claim that this
home-grown industry threatens
to engulf the whole of London
and its environs, flooding the
markets withliford bagels, A great

Opeéning hours: daytime colleague described them as
Atmosphera: 3 — basic. Orange voluptuous)
decor, dirty lino floor replete with  Cuality: 9
deceased bagels, dark, gloomy  Price; 10p
and perhaps waiting for electric Value for money?: For surel
lights %o be invented, Good with fillings?: You bet.
Service: 6 Comments: The sign outside
Taste: 4 - bland, a non-event promisas “hot beigals all night”.
Texture: 2 — good texture for They cenainly know my fantasy,
chewing gum, not so good for Thesa are bagels worth travelling
bread for. And while you are in the area
Shape: 8 you could get a good curry at. ..
Overall quality: 5 — doesnt make Researcher: David Rosenberg
conspiracy of silence prevailsand  invented “Pesach Bagel” designed
none of the dealers we to replace the traditional Matzo
approached waswillingtodiscuss  will shortly be launched on to an
this. Together, they wield a great unsuspecting public.
influence. What, you may well
ask, are the authorities doing to  Your guide to Ilford bagels
protect us from such blatant The Bagel Factory: Redbridge Lane
racketeering? It is not politic to  East; The Bite Me Bagel: 388
ask such questions in [liford. Cranbrook Road; Shalom Bakery:

Backhander bagels have been
known to change bags with
innocent policemen being seen
eating bagels on our streets. It has
even been mooted that a newly

Woodford Avenue. As befits a
suburb on the make, its residents
set great store by cleanliness. You
can only be sure something fits
the bill if you see it yourself. The

bagel bakeries are nothing if not
good business people. Whatbetter
evidence is there of your hygiene
than exposing your bakery
premises to the paying customers?
So as you enter the shops, you are
confronted by the counters
groaning under the weight of
cholesterol-filled goodies, butalso
as background you are treated to
the gleaming steel of the discreetly
visible bakery ovens.

The conservative habits of the
environment are on show inother
ways too. The bakers - the skilled
workers — are men; the service
workers ~ who take the orders
and the money - are women. All
are in uniform or at least in
overalls. The Bagel Factory has
converted its women workersinto
heritage butcher boys complete
with blue and white checked
overalls and boaters. Bite Me Bagel
comes complete with Hechsher
(religious seal of approval). It did
not do too much for business on
the Sunday afternoon when we
visited ~ it was empty. While
nearby Shalom was so crowded
with afficionados that it spilled
out onto the pavement and we
were unable even to catch a
glimpse of the famous black
binliners into which they delved
to produce the perfect bagel.
Shalom’s secret may be that its
bagels are “still only 10p”.

The fillings in all of the shops
areunimaginative, namely: cream
cheese, cheese, egg and onion,
smoked salmon, chopped herring,
Itis the taste of nostalgia, of roots,
the most forgiving and least
demanding of all produce. In the
beginning we asked “how many
sides does a bagel have?” Clearly
the answer is two sides ~ inside
and outside. We have given you
the inside story; see you outside
one of the shops!
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taying on

Stephen Ogin looks at the
history of the Jews of south-
west India

It wasn't difficult to find the old
disused synagogue on Market
Street, Emakulam. The building
is well preserved and the
grounds, together with the
cheder, now house another type
of nursery run by Sutton’s
Seeds. In the synagogue itself,
up near the Ladies’ Gallery
which looks directly towards
the Ark, is a second bimak, a
local tradition, Here lay some
account books gathering dust -
the credit and debit of an old
community neatly recorded in
the curling script of their
language - Malayalam.

How the first Jews arrived on

"

the Malabar coast is not entirely
clear, It is probable that the first
Jews visited the Malabar at the
time of Solomon, whose fleet
seems to have obtained “ivory,
apes and peacocks”, as well as
silver, from this coast. The old
Tamil word “takai” (peacock)
became “tuki” in Hebrew. What
is undisputed is that from the
5th to the 15th century these
Jews, living close to the port of
Cranganore, had virtual
independence, being governed
by a chieftain of their own
choosing,

The fame of this community,
its prosperity and autonomy,
was known throughout the
Jewish world. In the 14th
century, a Hebrew poet and
traveller, Rabbi Nissim, wrote of
the Cranganore (known as

Jow Town Road, Mattancherry, Cochin

Shingly to the Jews):

[ travelled from Spain,

I had heard of the city of
Shingly,

I longed to see an Israel King,
Him, | saw with my own eyes.

The Cochin Jews have in
their possession famous copper
plates which granted
remarkable rights and
privileges. The plates, written in
Vattezhuthu, an old Tamil
alphabet, were given to the Jew
Joseph Rabban by King Sri
Parkaran Iravi Varman and
bestowed upon him the title of
Chief of Anjuvannam. “To
Joseph Rabban, Chief of
Anjuvannam , and to his
descendants, sons and
daughters, and to his nephews

and to the sons-in-law who
marries these daughters in
natural succession, so long as
the world and moon exist,
Anjuvannam shall be his
hereditary possession.” There is
a controversy over the date of
the plates, but the Cochin Jews
put the date at 379CE.

The Cranganore community
grew and prospered, not
without internal dissent (of
which more later), until the 16th
century. Then, in 1524, on the
pretext that the Jews and
Christians were tampering in
the pepper trade, the Moors
attacked these two communities
and laid waste the Jewish
settlement. But worse was to
come with the arrival of the
Portuguese. There were no Jews
in Cochin at that time, but the
remnant living in Cranganore
were forced to leave and fled 25
miles south to the city of
Cochin. They placed themselves
under the protection of the
Rajah of Cochin, who granted
them a site for a town by the
side of his palace and temple.
Here, in 1567, Jew Town was
built, and, in 1568 the Cochin
Synagogue. The 160 years of the
Portuguese occupation was a
difficult time for the Malabar
community. The Portuguese
completed the destruction of
Cranganore and later sacked
Jew Town and the Cochin
Synagogue itself. The Jews
returned to Cochin when the
Dutch captured the town and
lived there, and in the twin city
of Ernakulam and surrounding
villages, in peace for the next
400 years.

At their peak the cities of
Cochin-Ermakulam housed a
combined community of about
4,000 Jews, with eight
synagogues. In 1912, the census
showed about 1,200 Jews.
Today, only one synagogue is
functional ~ the Cochin
Synagogue in Jew Town,
Mattancherry, serving a
community of 25. The rest of the
synagogues are now disused or
used for other purposes.

Unfortunately, the
tranquillity of the relationship
between the Jews and their
neighbours, the Hindu majority,
the Christians, Muslims and the
many other tribes and castes,
was not replicated within the
Jewish community itself. A
fiercely held division emerged
between the (so-called) White
Jews and Black Jews. However
this division initially arose, it
seems likely that the numbers of
White Jews were augmented by
settlers from Europe, especially
from Spain and Amsterdam.
The White Jews also appear to
have benefited from links with
the Dutch Sephardi
congregations. The Black Jews,
always numerically
outnumbering the White Jews,
constituted almost a separate
community for many centuries.

India presents one of the
most profound challenges for
western Jews, many of whom
will find it hard or be unable to
accept that in India Jews have
lived a tranquil life as Jews
without experiencing
antisemitism, whereas Europe
has been the scene of so much
Jewish grief. How strange to be
able to ask the auto-rickshaw
driver for “Jew Town,
Mattancherry” and to begin to
realise that western Jewish
unease, Or NErvous
émbarrassment, is out of place
here, where Jews have lived for
19 centuries. The existence,
today, of only a very small
community in the Malabar will
be cagerly grasped as evidence
of a latent antisemitism, but the
truth is otherwise. Kerala is one
of the poorest of India’s states.
Having no heavy industry, it
relies on cash crops (eg cashew
nuts, spices, rubber) and
remittances from Keralan
expatriates in the Gulf for
income, The Jews of Kerala
appear cither to have gone in
search of a better life or, as SS
Koder has written, left for Israel,
driven by a religious
motivation. In his 1965 paper to
the Kerala History Convention
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Clock tower In the courtyard of the Cochin Synagogue

he prophesied the exodus of his
community. “After some years
the story of the Jews of ...
Malabar may come to end. If
this happens, history can record
that their emigration was not
motivated by intolerance or
discrimination by government,
nor by external-social pressure,
but their deep sense of religious
fervour to die in the Holy
Land.”

The 425th anniversary of the
Cochin Synagogue is in 1993. It
is time that world Jewry
recognised the remarkable place
of India in Jewish history.

Sources

SS Koder: Paper to Kerala History
Convention 1965 entithed “Kerala and
her Jews",

LX Ananta Krishna lyer: The Trives and
Castes of Cochin, 1912,
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Next year in Johannesburg

The book takes on an ambitious
task: to follow the lives and
struggles of two South African
families-oneblack and one white
and Jewish-through four genera-
tions, from the turn of the century
to the 1980s. In the process Gillian
Slovo covers much of the history
of the African National Congress
(ANC) and the South African
Communist Party, though the
characters are fictional. She says:
“1 had wanted to write this book
for years. It is a book about fami-
lies, but more so about lives of
women and particularly about
mothers and daughters - I think
that is a fraught combination.”
Certainly many of the mother-
daughterrelationshipsin the book
arefraughtand Gillianagrees that
some of this draws on her own
experience. Her mother, was
deeply involved in the struggle
against apartheid and died for it.
“My own involvement dates
from the time of my mother’s
death,” says Gillian. “1 was so
angry, and my anger wasdirected
at the whole system in South
Africa.” All the brutality, violence
and repression of that system are
well illustrated in the book, along
with the huge costs, physical and
emotional, paid by those who
oppose apartheid - particularly if
they are black. Somehow the
choices are always more acute for
women, black and white, who are
expected (or wish) to be mothers
and activists, Is thisconflict univer-
sal for women who are cosely
involved in political struggle?
How does Gillian Slovo feel this
experience altered her choices?
“IV's difficult to compare, as
we don’t have to take the same
risks — our choices are so much
easier, | do often wonder -~ would
I have been so brave? But then
when I think about the people in

Gillian Slovo, a South

African-borm Jewish writer,
came to Britain aged 12, when
her mother was forced into
exile. Her book, Ties of Blood,
has just come out in paper-
back. Lucy Wedderburn
talked to her.

thebook or those I modelled them
on, I think thatin many ways they
were very ordinary people who
became extraordinary. Somehow
the situation brought out the best
in them.” This strength comes
over in the book, but for the child
of activists, the issues are not
straightforward. Gillian Slovo
says: “Sometimes [ even think my
parents’ generation were very
lucky - the choices were stark,
but somehow they had a moral
‘rightness’ that we don’t often

have. They lived hard, and cele-
brated hard - it was a vibrant
world they lived in.”

Thebookillustrates how many
(if not most) of the white people
involved in the South African
liberation struggle have been
Jews. But Gillian Slovo says:
“Those who were involved were
nearly all communists - and they
were communists first. Somehow
it didn’t feel relevant that they
were Jews.” This has a familiar
ring, particularly with respect to
the feminist movement in Britain
where women have spoken out
only recently about how a Jewish
background may have fuelled
their political involvement. The
collective consciousness of
oppression and racism can be a
source of energy.

Gillian Slovo agrees that it is
no coincidence that so many of
those whites involved were
Jewish and that many of these
came from radical backgrounds.
Many others remain in South
Africaand benefitfromapartheid.
Even today, most of the Jewish
establishment in South Africa has
been slow to show any support
forthe radical movements oppos-
ing apartheid.

Of those South Africans who
left or had to leave, many are still
inexilein Britain. For Gillian Slovo
the recent events in South Africa
have transformed her perceptions
of thatexile: “Before, South Africa
was like a part of my home, yeta
part that I could never goto. Now
itfeels very different; exciting but
scary now that returning is a real
possibility, It is not really going
back but going forward, to a new,
changing place.”

Ties of Blood by Gillian Slovo is
published by Headline at £4.99.

Colour matters

Neil Collins has two black
adopted children. Now, as a
white person, he is against
transracial adoption. He
explains why.

I want to look at this subject
from three separate strands.
Firstly, the two children that |
have adopted are black, so this
is based on my own history and
my own experience, as well as
my interpretation of my
children’s experience. Secondly,
I am a social worker, so I am
interested in these issues,
particularly working in a multi-
racial borough like Hackney.
Thirdly, as a political activist 1
am interested in issues of
identity and anti-racist policies.
The issue of colour throws into
sharp contrast a lot of our so-
called cherished socialist or
liberal suppositions and forces
us to look at what the reality is
as opposed to what our
upbringing and ideology have
taught us.

[ believe that skin colour is
the key to understanding this
issue but it is only important in
a racist society; if we were not
living in a racist society, skin
colour would be totally
irrelevant. Biologically the term
“race” 1s nonsense because there
is only one race, homo sapiens.

[ regard a child whose skin
colour is not white, whatever
the mixture, as being black or
Chinese or whatever. | do this
because of the issue of
“visibility”. I can remember
hearing Paul Boateng give a talk
at a JSG meeting in Stamford
Hill. At the time he was a

leading member of the GLC, a
successful lawyer; his father had
been a brigadier in the
Ghanaian army and Minister for
Mines, but if he left the hall that
night and met a racist they
really wouldn’t be interested in
who he was; it was the fact that
he was black.

I want to say something
about how I came to adopt
black kids. We had a child born
to us and we wanted to build
the rest of the family by
adoption because we knew
there were kids who needed
homes and from our point of
view it secemed to be
unnecessary to go on
“producing” as it were. At that
time, in 1977 or 1978, there were

lots of black kids in children’s
homes who weren’t getting
adopted or fostered. Like lots of
people with a liberal upbringing
we felt that colour didn’t
“matter” so we would be quite
suitable to bring up black kids.
We also knew those kids were
over-represented in care but

never understood why. We
knew that black people weren’t
coming forward, but never
really thought about what that
meant.

As the black and ethnic
communities became more
organised, and with the rise of
the GLC, racism awareness and
50 on, but most importantly
because black social workers,
child care workers and parents’
groups were getting organised,
issues of institutional and
personal racism came to the
fore. It also related to the
lessons the labour and socialist
movements had learned from
the women’s movement; issues
of identity, socialisation and
personal politics. There was also
research concerning kids who
had been brought up in loving,
secure and mainly middle-class
homes, largely in middle-class
areas, who would appear to
have all the advantages which
kids can have, but who were not
able to relate to the black
community. They had no racial
identity. Many didn’t even see
themselves as black. When
someone called them “nigger”
or “wog” in the street they were
devastated; more so than black
people growing up in a black
community. [t is extremely
painful when your own kids tell
you they wished they were
white and they ask you, when
they are watching fairy stories
in television, “Why are witches
always black?” and “Why are
the fairies always white?’ and
you haven’t got the
understanding or proper
answers, just some unease.
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The black community, and in
particular a body called the
Association of Black Social
Workers and other
Professionals, began, in a very
assertive way, to push for
changes. This led to a situation
where most local authorities,
irrespective of political colour,
now accept that, when finding
substitute homes for children, it
was best if you could match up
colour, race, culture and,
ideally, also religion. So, against
this background, we changed
our view. They are our kids and
we love them the best we can.
But as long as society remains
racist it would have been in
their best interests to be placed
with a black family.

As a side issue, because | had
to pay attention to helping my
kids to have a black identity, |
began to pay more serious
attention to my own identity as
a Jew. It was quite important to
me that during this time |
discovered the Jewish Socialists’
Group at a stall at a GLC May
Day festival.

There is this “sixties idea”,
the melting pot theory, that if
we all mix together racism will
disappear. (George Bernard
Shaw, on a visit to South Africa,
was asked, “How do you solve
the race problem?” and
answered, “Through
marriage.”) The other idea
connected with this is that it is
“not nice” to notice what colour
children are. My kids have
suffered through this. They
needed, in order to develop a
black identity, to talk and think
of themselves as black, and
Tania and | were genuinely
“colour blind”, although we
were probably more aware than
the typical “transracial

In addition, for the kids who
look different from their parents
due to skin colour, adoption as
an issue comes much more to
the fore in their daily life. Kids
ask at school, “Is that your dad?
Is your mum a black woman?”
and so on. When you adopt kids

you tell them they are adopted
but then it is up to them when
to talk about it and when not.
When they look different from
you it becomes more important
in their lives than it needs be.
For example, with my adopted
daughter it is clearly an
embarrassment to her to be
faced with this when we go to
collect her from athletics. We
live in Waltham Forest and the
largest minority originates from
Pakistan. Adoption there,
although it takes place often,
happens within the extended
family or within the village.
There is no concept in Islamic
law of the parent who gave
birth ceasing to be the parent in
law and someone else becoming
the parent. The school where
my children went originally had
about 78 per cent of children
whose parents originally came
from the Indian subcontinent,
Many times they have been
told, “She can’t be your mother”
and so on. This couldn’t have
happened to them if they had
had black parents.

Another issue is that [ cannot
protect my kids from the hurt
that is racism. Whilst I can
empathise with them, I have
doubts if I could be as
“empathetic” as a black person
would be. Any experience |
have had of antisemitism
doesn’t relate to skin colour, It is
difficult for the kids to bring
these things home, and because
at one stage we had “colour
blind blinkers” we didn‘t notice
them. Even now I miss things.
And, although it sounds
arrogant, if that is true of
someone like me who puts a lot
of effort into these things, how
much more true for people who
don’t think about it.

The kids are of Afro-
Caribbean origin, although they
were born here. There are
practical issues to do with hair
care and skin care that, because
we didn’t know how to care for
the kids, they haven’t had the
care they should have had. It
took Tania a long time to learn

to plait hair in the appropriate
way. Even now my adopted
daughter gets comments like
“your white mum doesn‘t do
your hair properly”.

Another issue relates to
mixed origin children. I know
children you would say “they
are black kids” but their parents
would talk about them as being
“half white”. On the street the
BNP would see them as “wogs”,
So what does “mixed origin”
mean? It relates to ethnic and
cultural identity rather than
racial identity. A lot of kids
from mixed relationships see
themselves as black, including
in a political sense.

There are still a small number
of people who say “it isn't best
for children to be placed like
with like, that is the road to
apartheid”. A group called
“Children First in Transracial
Fostering and Adoption” say:
“We support the ‘same race’
policy but there aren’t enough
black people coming forward
and the most important thing in
a child’s life is to be with a
loving family. If they stay too
long with foster parents or in
children’s homes, they are
damaged and if the only
alternative is for them to be
fostered by white families, that
should happen if a ‘same race’
placement hasn’t been found
after so mony months.” I regard
this as a racist position. It is
clearly demonstrated by Brent,
Lambeth and so on that if you
have a workforce drawn from
the communities it serves, it
knows how to approach those
communities. It is a question of
knowhow and resources. It is
interesting that this group,
which is mainly white, pushes
on the issue of race and I have
to ask myself why is this? The
answer, | believe, is to do with
the fact that, deep down in
white liberals, is a racist
attitude; they object to the
organised black community
telling them that they should
leave the black community to
look after its own kids.

For God’s

The ultra-orthodox
Lubavitch movement
expends a great deal of
energy and imagination
recruiting young, alienated
Jews, often using personal
“true life” stories. Ruth
Lukom plays them at their
own game.

Dear Paula,

The photos were wonderful.
Canadian snow looks better
than our Hendon sludge. I'm
sorry to hear Stan is restless
again. I do wish he’d get out of
selling. I know socialists and
their children have to eat too
but Stan’s body and soul do
not belong with typewriters
and office stationery.

You won't believe who I
bumped into last week.
Remember Sarah Edelman?
Lived near the Central, smoked
Number 6 and told Mrs
Hartstone to fuck off when she
caught her. She is now (are you
sitting down) the wife of Rabbi
Stephen Goldman. She was
even wearing a sheytl. Before I
knew what I was saying I'd
invited them to dinner on
Saturday night.

I spent all week agonising
over the vegetarian menu and
scrubbing everything clean. I
even threw out an old Sunday
Times magazine because it had
an article in it about Billy
Graham. I served up the meal
in the china dinner service you

gave us. As the Rabbi said the
brokhes 1 remembered the last
time we used it. Last summer
when you and Stan were over,
sitting in the garden eating
oysters. The evening passed
without a single thunderbolt.

Rabbi G thinks David is
wonderful and wants him to
write for various Lubavitch
magazines. I think Sarah is
wonderful. A history degree,
six children under 12 and non-
stop committees. She has a
sparkle in her eyes which 1
haven’t had since Donny
Osmond in 1972,

I'm busy next week too.
David has been asked by the
University to speak ata
convention on 19th Century
European Literature and wives
are invited too. Great! I
thought: remember last year
when he went off to Venice. I
was ready to give the credit
cards a bashing in Fenwicks
when he told me we were off
to Warsaw in February. Change
course for the Survival Shop.
Love,

Gail

Dear Gail,

Thanks for the postcard from
Warsaw although I'm not sure 1
understood it. What did you mean:
“Something very important is
nissing from our lives”? I thought
maybe you had lost your travellers
cheques but Stan shook his head
and mumbled: “It might be her
marbles.”
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sake

I know the streets of the old
ghetto are very moving. Some
friends of ours came back from
there shaken but very stirred. They
said: “Remember, amidst all the
killing and destruction there were
people that fought back.” Good
solid antifascists, Adam and
Sharon are. That's what you meant
isn’t it? It’s the determination to
fight fascism and racism that’s
missing from our lives.

Stan has finally left City
Business Machines. They couldn’t
make him out. They hired him
because he's Jewish and as his boss
said: “You guys could sell ice to the
Eskimos.” In four months Stan sold
three pocket calculators and a
stapler.

Sarah Edelman has no right to
get snotty about your china set.
Remind her when she used to stand
outside the take-away stuffing her
face with sweet and sour pork balls.
Love,

Paula

Dear Paula,

I'm sorry I haven't written
back earlier. I haven't
recovered from our trip to
Warsaw. Probably I never will
I’'m sorry the postcard was a bit
cryptic. Let me explain what
happened. In between lectures,
David and I spent 10 days
wandering through the old
streets. One afternoon we
found the old Jewish cemetery.
There we met a Polish Jew and
his two children and we
invited them for tea. As we all
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sat around the table
awkwardly, the father nudged
the elder of the two boys who
recited, proudly, the sum total
of his Jewish knowledge — the
four questions from the
Passover Haggadah. Paula, I
know your feelings about
religion but you would have
wept too, It's not just the
people and buildings which
were destroyed, but also our
culture and heritage. The
tragedy is that our Jewishness
is still being eroded away and
we’'re responsible. If we lose it
our children will lose it and it
will be lost forever.

As soon as we returned
home we called Rabbi
Goldman and told him to make
our home kosher. Poor man!
He had to use gloves to clear
the prawns out of the fridge.
It's going to be a slow process
but please G-d we can try and
bring back what has been
taken away from us.

It's at times like this I'm
glad we write to each other and
don’t bother with the
telephone. I can imagine the
ridicule David and I are
getting, but you must respect
our choice.

Love,
Gail

Dear Gail,

Your letter has stimulated many
hours of discussion in our house. It
makes a change from: “Who wrote
that cheque that's made us go
overdrauwn” or “Who has to take
the kids to see Care Bears ~ The
Movie?”

No, Paula, I'm all in favour of
religion and even God (sorry Gee
dash Dee). It's the Rabbis, Priests
and Mullahs I hate. Religion is fine
as long as you don’t take it
seriously.

There's a group of Jewish
feminists nearby who used lo
campaign as Jewish women on
various issues. They turned out in
force on a pro-choice rally and were
velled at by some nuns. Then,
during the summer, some of them

began reading about Judaism and
decided it had been “stolen” from
them and that women were
unjustly excluded from practising
its rituals. So instead of fighting
the anti-abortionists, the
pornographers, the deportations,
they are fighting, yes fighting, for
their right to meander round a
synagogue on a Saturday morning
holding the scrolls and mumbling
the football results.

Stan is standing over my
shoulder and saying: “What about
the priests in El Salvador,
Nicaragua and Nazi Germany?” |
say they were brave and decent
despite religion and not because of
it. Religion says: “God is the
answer so shut up and do as you're
told.”

Stan says if this letter had @
volume control you'd be turning it
down.

Love,
Paula

Dear Paula,
So religion is full of
meaningless rituals and
mumbling men. You and I
spent many hours being told
where to march and which
slogans to chant. We sat in
meetings listening to the men
on the Student Union
Management Committee: “You
can’t vote on the motion before
you‘ve voted on the
amendment.” “You can’t vote
on the amendment before it's
been proposed and seconded.”

Two years ago I would have
shared your attitudes towards
Rabbis. But these aren’t crazed
fanatics. They don’t abduct
people and brainwash them.
These are warm, caring people.
They are our people. For the
first time in my life I am proud
of being Jewish. I wish you
could share the warmth and
love that David and I have
been welcomed with. Each day
I am drawn further into the
community.

I go to classes with other
women and learn Hebrew or

kosher cooking. I visit our
nurseries and schools or go out
with the Mitzva Campaign to
the Jewish elderly or infirm,
However, one thing is
troubling me that I've been
trying to pluck up courage and
tell you about. As you know,
we've been koshering our
home, Most of our utensils
have now been made kosher
by either boiling or
blowtorching. But the only
way to kosher china is to break
it. I decided to sell the china
and, with the support of the
other women, I used the money
to buy a sheytl. And now every
day as I wear it think of you
and how important your
friendship is to me.

Love,

Gail

Dear Gail,

I'm not going to pretend I'm not
angry about you selling the china
service. It was a gift for you to
cherish, but it is yours to do as you
please with. I therefore will defend
your right to sell it to buy a dead
cat to stick on your head. Enjoy!
May you never get caught out in a
strong wind.

Gail ~ the worst thing you have
dome to me is destroy the joy your
letters brought to me. They made
me laugh out loud and feel less
lomely. Now when I open them all 1
get are booklets on Judaism and The
Soul. So please don't write any
more - it’s too painful.

Perhaps I'm wrong. Perhaps I'm
supposed to stay at home bearing
children each year and making
kreplakh. If so I'll apologise to you
and Gee dash Dee and we can start
writing again.

Stan, of course, has read your
letter. I thought he was going to
lecture me on the rights of people to
practise their religious beliefs but
he just sighed and said: “What a
waste of good people.” Funny thing
is, | expect you're doing the same
thing.

Love,
Paula

One Body, One Soul
(in memory of Michael Robinson — London
teacher, anti-racist and communist)

Black and grey and white, O pigeon you are
the true citizen of this city

With that passionate sheen that Cockney
youth have in Brixton and Bethnal Green
Qurs is a city of psychopaths and punks,

of lay-abouts and night-cleaners,

pathetic bankers and lovely busmen.

| in my summer guilt prefer quiet anonymity.
Yet there are few who are innocents here,

a few poor and black Kids roaming the sireets
without racial lusting and sexual envy.

Still with the black and brown worlds under
us:

feeding us, nurturing us, sustaining us body
and soul

in the parks of Kensington and tenements of
Bermondsey.

The bitterness of fag-smoke at the back of the
throat

incites us 1o vital knowledge of violence and
despair:

this bursting flower-bed and this teeming
supermarket are tended

by a burnt African village and craving Irish
stomach;

he shrivelled eyes of these Indian children
speak

of cuppa after cuppa in the local cafe;

a Jamaican labours for the stone in our
fireplace;

Chinese sacrifice for our holiday binges.
Angrily, | stub my fag out with my foot.

There is a bench on Hackney Downs where
one can walch half the world

a woman drudging heavy bags from the
market,

an old man with pockets full of confused
memories,

a Cockney lad ~ angry, brave and silent;
green English common between sombre
estates.

And at night, lovers beneath a wild, indifferent
moon

O, one day our stubbornness must break
away,

for it cannot endure the changing needs
of our indestructibility

And the pigeons join us as we step along and
down the streets together

singing and piping and dancing

beneath spreading plane-irees.

In Finsbury Circus

June 1985

This tree canteach me a lot i 1 let it

But am | ripe for it?

| am callow and cold-hearted and confused
but ripe for a gentle awakening

There is death all around - walking,
discordant, fearful death.

The tree has bargained its frail, beautiful leaves

with our death-dealing,
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the friendly sparrow, its song with our hard hearts;

a drunk, his wise, telling talk with shillings and pence.
What they teach me | burm against this human winter.
The deadly demanding director has rendered his blood
for a strange imperial glory.

The tree and the drunk are breathing deeply.
What do we need besides murder and victory!
A Cockney cleaner moves home eastwards
into the bright slums of humanity.

These poems are reprinted from The Ivy: collected poems 1970-1989 by
David Kessel, c/o 4 Bridges House, Phiipot Street, London E1, price £3.50
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Israeli premier Yitzhak Shamir at
a Holocaust memorial ceremony
in April gave a rare insight into
what had shaped his world view.
“I raise the memory of my dead
father, Shlomo, killed by Polish
farmers - friends of his youth - to
whom he went for shelter after
escaping fromadeath train.” Iam
a Jew, but as a socialist and non-
Zionist, 1 distance myself from
everything the ex-Irgun terrorist
stands for. The rejectionist right
he leads looks set to squander the
best chance yet for peace in the
Middle East. But that simple
speech wasarevelation. lamnow
perhaps a notch closer to under-
standing what has made Shamir
such a sour and stubborn
hardliner.

Empathy - the ability to put
oneself in the place of another - is
a quality that Vemon Richards,
editor of British Imperialism and
the Palestine Crisis: Selections from
the Anarchist Journal Freedom 1938-
1948, lacks. He seems unable in
his introduction to make the
empathetic leap that would give
hiscritiqueof Zionismmore credi-
bility — for Jews anyway.

With an insensitivity common
on the left, Richards glibly likens
Zionism to fascism. This simple
equation does an injustice to the
issue’s complexity, For example,
he makes no mention of those
Jewish groups, Zionist as well as
non-Zionist, who risked being
ostracised and worse to attempt a
reconciliation with Arab workers.

Thankfully, this oversight is
corrected elsewhere. In a 1948
article, Damashki writes: “There
is no doubt less irreconcilability
between certain Zionistand Arab
elements ... than between the
ultra-nationalists faithful to the
fascist conceptions of their dead

leader Jabotinsky and the suppor-
ters of the left Zionist organisa-
tion Poale Zion, or between cer-
tain Arab workers’ unions and
the great feudal Moslem chiefs.”
Zionism doesn’t even necessarily
equate withaJewishstate, assome
Zionists were then advocating a
bi-national homeland for Arabs
and Jews.

To address Zionism three-
dimensionally - taking account
of the knotted contradictions of
Israeli political life~does not make
one a Zionist. But it does make
one’s argument far worthier of

t.

Richards blithely bandies
about such phrases as “the new
master race” and “funds from
World Jewry”. Thereisno organi-
sation called World Jewry, sowhy
the capital W? Moreover, not all
Jewsdonate to Israel as the phrase
implies. Carelessly Richards has
used the same sort of euphemism
as neo-fascists in place of “Jewish

racy”. Noam Chomsky,
whom heis fond of quoting, could
have enlightened him on the insi-
dious effect of linguistic nuance.

Whatsavesthebookand makes
itagood buy at £1.95 is the provo-
cative interplay of opinion, some
of it informed by direct expeni-
ence. The exchange between
Quaker Reginald Reynolds and
Emma Goldman is particularly
lively. Goldman  writes:
“Reynolds has not a particle of
antisemitic feeling in him,
although it is true that his article
leaves that impression.” In fact |
have read it carefully twice and it
does not. If Goldman has over-
reacted, it is the anguished res-
ponse of a Jew who knows that
her people are being system-
atically expunged from the heart
of Europe. She points out that it

was not only the Zionists who
backed the Alivah: “Perhaps he
does not know that the Jewish
masses in every country ... have
contributed vast amounts of
money ... unstintingly out of their
earningsin the hope that Palestine
may prove an asylum.”

Albert Meltzer recommends
instead that Jews put their hopes
in the solution to workers” prob-
lems everywhere, “the building
ofa world freed from nationalism
and states”. Yes, but to a people
caught in a hopeless struggle for
survival, who couldn’t afford to
wait for the realisation of social-
ism, Zionism may well have
secemed a credible alternative.

To understand that does not
make one pro-Zionist, anymore
than to comprehend why frus-
trated Palestinians flock to the
Hamas makes one an advocate of
Islamic fundamentalism,

An unattributed 1948 article
renders the situation into humane
perspective: “It is futile and
unreasonable to blame Jewish
immigrants for this problem of
Arab homelessness; they have
themselves certainly nowhereelse
to go and are naturally bitter at
the cynical ease with which the
Great Powers, who deny the great
open spaces under their control
... declare that they ought not to
go to Palestine. They cannot be
expected to stay behind barbed
wire and bars until their death.”

Also castigated is Stalinist
Eastern Europe: “There can be no
denying that if conditions were
normal and decent in Roumania,
Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia
and other countries behind the
Iron Curtain, there would be no
‘DP problem’; the fact of open
and silent pogroms in those coun-
tries causes the great exodus to
the overladen DP camps of
Germany and Italy and the great
freights of human cargo leaving
the Danubian ports.”

There is an unmistakable shift
of tone in the immediate post-
Holocaust articles, a far greater
readiness to treat the Jewish ques-
tion with the circumspection it
deserves. Richardsas editor must

have studied these articles care-
fully, yet he treats the concerns of
Jews with as dainty a tread as a
Sherman tank.

That is not to suggest that
Jewish concerns should supplant
those of the Palestinians. The true
horror of the Middle East is that
one people’s oppression has been
superimposed over another’s.

Crude anti-Zionism of the sort
by Vernon Richards will

do nothing towards solving the
problem. It’s more likely to drive
the despairing Jew to the bosom
of the Zionists. He can hardly
believe “that a people, many of
whom have had first hand exper-
ience of the Nazi concentration
camps, who have lost close rela-
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tives in the Holocaust, can have
learned nothing from the
inhumanity of man to man.” But
why should the victims of sub-
bestial cruelty automatically
become saintly rather than cyni-
cal? Only the comfortably dis-
tanced can afford such a moral
high tone.

MIKE GERBER

Who can tell the tale?

In 1986 David Grossman wrote
Yellow Wind, an account of the
Israeli occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, which pre-
figured the Intifada. Inithe quotes
from George Orwell’s anti-
colonial essay Shooting the
Elephant. To stop himself looking
like a fool, Orwell’s British
colonialist, surrounded by
Burmesenatives, is forced toshoot
an elephant as “a sahib has got to
act like a sahib”. It is, I think, the
self-conscious choice in the
“sahib’s" brutal exercise of power
that appeals to Grossman and
made it a suitable analogy for the
choices that ordinary Israclis are
making in relation to the occu-
pation. Grossman’s first novel,
Smile of the Lamb (1983), was a
fictional exploration of these
themes in relation to the West
Bank, and his second novel, See:
Under Love (first published in
Hebrew in 1986), tries to under-
stand the exercise of power in
relation to the Holocaust.
Grossman has argued else-
where that he wrote See: Under
Love to undermine the myth that
idealises the Jews as victims and
the Nazis as merely monsters,
According to Grossman, both of
these stereotypes turn the
Holocaust into a “monument”
and makeitimpossible forindivi-
duals or societies to understand
their presentconditionsinrelation
to the past. Grossman, a 37-year-
old Jerusalemite, is neither a

Holocaust survivor nor the son of
survivors. In Israel, inevitably,
there have been those who have
asked what right Grossman has
to write about the Holocaust.
What his critics have failed to see,
however, is that Grossman has
not written a straightforward
“Holocaust novel” but rather a
novel that is self-consciously
about the difficulties of writing
about the Holocaust.

See: Under Love gives the reader
a range of possible stories neces-
sary for those whose flesh has not
been directly touched by the past
to come to terms with the
Holocaust. Thus the novel isdivi-
ded into four sections, each witha
different vocabulary and perspec-
tive. By far the best part of the
novel is the opening, which
George Steiner, with only a touch
of hyperbole, has described as
“one of the great feats of modemn
fiction”. In this section Momik
Neuman, Grossman’s alfer ego, is
a 9-year-old child of Holocaust
survivors who, in the Israel of the
late 1950s, tries all too literally to
discover the “Nazi Beast” in the
strange menagerie which he has
collected in the cellar of his
parents’ flat. Grossman makes it
shockingly clear that the “Nazi
Beast” is not “Over There”, as the
young Momik imagines, but
potentially within everyone.

The style of the next phantas-
magoric section might irritate
some readers. But Bruno Schultz,

the Polish-Jewish writer at the
centre of this episode, was arbi-
trarily shot by an SS officer as a
“house Jew”. He also practised a
complexliterary technique which
Grossman shows is necessary to
understand the intricacies of the
past. If this section is supposedly
purely imaginary then it is also
rooted in history, justasthealpha-
betised “encyclopaedia” which
ends the novel is both coldly
factualand a partof Momik’s story
about Wasserman.

Grossman is trying to break
down the common categories by
which weunderstand the pastand
itsrelationship to the present. This
isespecially true of his controver-
sial third section where Momik
imagines that Wasserman has
survived the death camps by tell-
ing childhood stories to Herr
Neigel, the concentration camp
commandant. In Momik'sfantasy,
Neigel is redeemed by
Wasserman'’s stories. This might
appear to be staggeringly preten-
tious on Grossman's part, but The
Yellow Wind made it clear that
there is an urgent political need
for Israel, at least, to break down
the “simple stories” which Herr
Neigel insists that Wasserman
narrates. Grossman tries tounder-
stand the Holocaust through the
prism of high literary modemism
and in relation to Israel’s urgent
political needs. There are few
writers of whom this can be said
and for this he must be thanked.

See: Under
Love by
David
Grossman,
translated
by Betsy
Rosenberg,
Jonathan
Cape,
£13.95

BRYAN CHEYETTE
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A Century
of
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Some months ago, the prominent
Israeli writer, A B Yehoshua, told
a Jewish audience in London that
the diaspora is a “cancer connec-
ted to the mainstream of the
Jewish people”. He was reiterat-
ing the classical Zionist position
which started from the negation
of the diaspora and emboldened
itself to demand the liquidation
of the “galut” (exile). For
Yehoshua, and like-minded ideo-
logues, all roads of Jewish history
and destiny lead ultimately to
Israel, and if when tested against
the reality they do not, so,
Yehoshua says, they should and
action must be taken to ensure
thatthey do. Thankfullyitis rather
rare to hear this position stated so
baldly now. Most of modern
Zionist thought has modified the
classical demand. Recognising
that Israel needs external politi-
cal, moral and financial support,
it has acknowledged and acted
upon the need to strengthen and
build up strong Zionist-oriented
communities in the world. Now,
what has this to do with an exhi-
bition on Soviet Jewry...?

Modified Zionism is for the
West. The Jewish diasporas of the
East, whether in Eastern Europe,
Asia or the Middle East, have not
yet escaped the classical diagno-
sis and prognosis.

Immediately after the creation
of Israel, the rhetoric of aliyah
wasuniversally proclaimed in the
Jewish world. In the last two
decades, while it has been very
underplayed in the West, simul-
taneously and with considerable
success Israel and the Zionist
movement internationally have
been actively promoting the dis-
solution of eastern Jewish
communities by encouraging
their mass aliyah to Israel. One
community in particular has, for
the most part, remained
obstinately beyond their reach,
and yetitisone of thelargestof all
thediaspora communities: that of
the Soviet Union. Despite a long-
standing agreement between
Sovietand Israclileaders todirect
the low-level emigration that was
allowed, to Isracl, the Zionist

Samovar
best friends...

movement was almost beginning
to lose patience with and interest
in Soviet Jews. Suddenly, in the
era of glasnost and perestroika,
popular antisemitic forces have
come out menacingly into the
open; the Soviet leadership has
been unwilling to tackle it head
on; meanwhile, emigration laws
have been relaxed and Israel has
been able to offer its instant
solution -a “humanitarian” relief
programme that consists of a
population transfer of Soviet Jews
to Israel. Israeli leaders
shamelessly proclaim  the
humanity of this modern-day
“ingathering of the exiles”. At the
same time they note that the USA
has closed its doors to Jewish
refugees while glossing over the
fact that Israel has ceasclessly
lobbied the USA to take such
action for years. Meanwhile, the
Americans, for their own
reactionary reasons, are only too
happy to oblige. So, in the Soviet
case, the Israeli government is the
active agency in realising what
Jewish historiographers have
assured us is inevitable - the
dissolution of the diaspora in
favourof jpining and building the
Jewish nation state.

Here in Britain the Joint Israeli
Appeal, initsseries of page-length
adverts in the Jewish Chronicle, is
busy trying to convince the British
Jewish public that there will not
and ca not be any future for Jews
in the USSR. Meanwhile, the
Jewish Chronicle, so adept at play-
ing down any hint of right-wing
antisemitic attacks in Britain, is
suddenly providing first-rate
coverage of antisemitic incidents
... in the USSR.

Yet can a community that has
survived pogroms, revolutions,
world wars, and thorough and
widespread repression, simply be
written off?

An evocative, well-rescarched

and excellently presented exhibi-
tion - A Century of Ambivalence
-~ is the centrepiece of a
programme of events that sets out
to make sense of the relationship
of Jews to Russian society in the
last 100 years, The exhibition faith-
fully reflects the spirit of its title,
giving as much attention to the
constant process of involvement
and renewal of Soviet Jewry as to
its exclusionand bitter repression.
The same cannot unfortunately
be said for other events in the
programme. A narrator at the
“Voice of Jewish Russia” concert
that preceded the exhibition told
theaudience, ina voice that oozed
cynicism and shmaltz, that the
history of Russia’s Jews in the last
200 years could be summed up
“in just three words ... persecu-
tion, pogromsand purges”. Sadly,
the music did not go beyond this
limited framework except for five
minutes of delightful respite
provided by Kapelye klezmer
band.

The exhibition, on the other
hand, clearly rejects the lincar
model that depicts the Jews as
eternal victims who exchanged
repression under the tsar for a
new suffering under the tyranny
ofarevolution that was supposed
to liberate them, leaving them
with only a yearning for deliver-
ance to the Jewish state as their
hope. The exhibition showed that,
within the limits operating atany
given time, Jews were signifi-
cantly creators of their own
history as well as being driven by
circumstances. It charts the ebbs
and flowsof Soviet Jewish history,
the different experiences and
possibilities, the contradictions
and paradoxes.

A Century of Ambivalence is
divided into five sections, with
most prominence given to the first
two - “The oppressive empire”
and “The Soviet era”. Its photo-

graphic emphasis is very much
on people rather than objects, and
we see literally hundreds of faces.
These first two sections graphic-
ally convey how people lived
(residentially) and how they lived
(economically), with particularly
interesting detailsabout the trans-
formation of the Jewish economy
into larger collective industrial
and agricultural unitsin the 1920s
and '30s.

Jewish socialists will closely
examine the accounts of the radi-
calisationof the community at the
end of the 19th century and its
developments into its many
ideological and political forms.
Charting their emergence, the
exhibition notes: “The political
differentiation of Jewish society
was complete. The spectrum
included religious, secular and
socialist Zionism, diaspora
socialism...” But the various
tendencies are presented like so
many washing powders in a
supermarket. There is little sense
of proportion: after all, Bundists
and Bolsheviks faroutstripped the
number of Zionists; and no sense
that such tendencies arose in
conflict with each other over the
needs of the Jewish people. The
disproportionate pre-eminence
given to Zionist activities might
at first be dismissed as
insignificantbutitis given further
weight through the exhibition by
the consistent priority given to
Hebrew in any instance where
Yiddishand Hebrew are coupled.
Nevertheless, all the major texts
of the exhibition are in English
and Yiddish.

The cultural development of
Soviet Jewry through its main
language of Yiddish is studied at
length. Itbrings out the contradic-
tion of state support for Yiddish
cultural expression, especially in
the 1920s, coming as a package
with state control. In a later
section, the exhibition tells the
painful story of activists in the
Soviet Jewish anti-fascist
committee, who werealsocultural
leaders of the community, falling
victim to Stalin’s murderous
authoritarianism.

The second half of the exhibi-
tion covers “The Holocaust”, “The
other Jews” and “At the cross-
roads”. The first of these sections
illustrates the depth of the Jewish
contribution to the Sovietstruggle
against Nazism and the terrible
price paid by Jews. While credit-
ing the USSR with saving many
Jewishlives,itdoesnot shirk from
exposing the deep hostility exper-
ienced by some Jewish partisans
at the hands of some other non-
Jewish Soviet partisans.

A major criticism that can be
levelled at many presentations
and books on Soviet Jewry is their
exclusive coverage of Ashkenazi
Jews. A Century of Ambivalence
is an exception. Even so, its cover-
age of “other Jews" is far from
adequate, Nearly all the photosin
this section portray Jews engag-
ing in various forms of religious
ritual. This section also contains
one of the rare lapses into gratui-
tous propaganda in the exhibi-
tion, when itclaims that “the idea
of the return to Zion, having its
roots in religious prayer, has
always been strong among these
people... Georgian Jews were
among the first to demand the
right to emigrate to Israel.” But
we are told next to nothing about
the everyday lives of these com-
munitics of “other Jews” and
about their relationship to the
Soviet people among whom they
live and work. That said, it is a
major weakness of the exhibition
as a whole that it has few pictures
depicting actual Jewish/non-
Jewish relations in Soviet society.
Despite the exhibition’s declared
purpose, almost all the photo-
graphs depict Jews in exclusively
Jewish settings.

With the pace of current devel-
opments, the section dealing with
the most recent historical period
feels the most incomplete. The
exhibition ends in 1987 and it is
since then that we have seen the
most powerful changes at politi-
cal and cultural levels for Soviet
Jews. Up to that point it describes
“an authentic Jewish revival” in
the last two decades “centred
around Jewish nationaland lately
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religious values”. | presume this
is considered authentic when
compared with state-controlled
Yiddish culture. But this is
problematicon two counts: firstly,
state control placed severe restric-
tions on Yiddish culture and
politically weighted it in certain
directions. But, within these
limits, and in the period of glasnost,
Yiddish institutions are playing a
positive role in the independent
renewal of Yiddish culture today.
There are, of course, many

The directorate of & Jewish
sgricultural co-operative in the
Ukraine, 1830

instances in Jewish history where
culture has developed under
severe constraints. [t should also
be noted that the works of the
great Yiddish writers murdered
by Stalin were rehabilitated in the
1970s and ‘80s in the closely-
controlled organsof Yiddish such
as Sovietish Haymland. Secondly,
the religious and nationalist
Jewish revival has been
responsive to the patient efforts
of religious and Zionist
organisations who soldiered on
in their task despite the repres-
sive dircumstances. You can be
sure that the young western Jews
they persuaded to smuggle
literature into the Soviet Union
were not taking histories of the
Bund or tracts about religious
coercion in Israel!

The final photo of the exhibi-
tion - a railway stationin Riga-is
small and low key butits message
is telling: a family is leaving the
USSR for Israel. No more ambiv-
alence for them, until they get
there perhaps.

DAVID ROSENBERG
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Laugh? I could have criticised myself

Enemies
A Love
Story

dir

Paul
Mazursky
(1989)

Manfred
Lemm at
Echoes of
Silence,
presented
by the
Spiro
Institute at
the
Bloomsbury
Theatre,
London, 22
April 1990

Herman Broder is a man with a
problem. A Polish Jewish refugee
who has landed in Americain the
late nineteen forties, he has to
make a living in a foreign land by
amongst other things ghost-
writing for a rabbi. Asif he didn’t
have enough troubles, his per-
sonal lifeisn’t very tidy either. He
has a dependent wife, Jadwiga, a
Polish non-Jewish woman who
rescued him from the Nazis. Heis
tied to her by guilt because she
saved his life. Not so much guilt,
however, as to prevent him from
having a mistress: vibrant, neuro-
tic, exotic Russian Jewish Masha
(spot the stereotype!). His first
wife, Tamara, and his children
were murdered by the Nazis. Or
so he thinks. But no, into this
already complicated situation
comes Tamara, who is alive after
all. So he’s a bigamist already,
Then Masha becomes pregnant
and he marries her. A trigamist?
Poor man; three wives and con-
flicting feelings towards each of
them. Also, two of them don't
know about the others. The plot
gets more and more complicated,
with Herman desperately trying

Songs of

An interesting-and encouraging
phenomenon of recent years has
been the revival of interest, parti-
cularly in Germany, of Yiddish
folk song. There can be no better
representative of this than the
singer, Manfred Lemm. The son
of a seventh generation gardener
from Wuppertal, Lemm,
previously a successful rock
singer, has actively promoted the
songs of Mordechai Gebirtig, the
outstanding representative of
Jewish folk song of pre-war
Poland. (See Chaim Neslen’s arti-
cle in Jewish Socialist 5.) This con-
cert provided the first opportu-

to keep the various strands of his
life apart in the closed commu-
nity of post-war Jewish New York
where everybody knows every-
body and everybody would like
to know your business.

I was rather ambivalent about
this film; not least because it
balances rather precariously
between two stools. The humour
of the situation - a man trying to
juggle his personal and profes-
sional lives in situations which at
times come very close to farce - is
set against the more sombre sub-
text of an exploration of charac-
ters whoselives have been shaped
by the horrificevents of the Second
World War, and who are strugg-
ling to survive and come to terms
with these experiences.

It's a very funny movie, beauti-
fully made and extremely well
acted. So why did 1 feel as if 1
should be wearing my “I am a
humourless feminist” tee-shirt?
The women are strong characters,
survivors. They get a lot of good
lines. Even the gentile Jadwiga
who is characterised throughout
as being one sandwich short of a
picnic has had her moment of
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nity to see Lemm in London. The
following week he was off to
Cracow to take partina festival of
Yiddish song.

Lemm’s approach to Gebirtig
very much emphasises the folk
roots of the songs. He was at his
best in ballads such as Der Zinger
fun noyt (The singer of need),
where Gebirtig stresses that his
words will find an echo in the
courtyardsof the poorrather than
the mansions of the rich, and in
Avreml der marvicher (Avreml the
pickpocket). However, in the
latter the essentially tragic con-
tent of the last verse was perhaps

extreme bravery. Yet at base,
however admirable they are, the
film is about a man’s attempts,
albeit with varying degrees of
success, to deceive three women.
It also plays to some extent on
some rather unpalatable
stereotypes. Surely the humour
of the scene as Jadwiga scuttles
through the flat screaming with
superstitious terror when Tamara
reappears, thinking sheisa ghost,
depends on the audience holding
certain images of the stupidity of
Polish peasants.

Herman is a weak character;
unable to make up his mind, yet
charming and amusing. He’s still
a mensh and within the world of
the film it seems perfectly legiti-
mate that his needs should be
paramount. His behaviour is
excused by the fact that none of
the women on her own would
meet his needs. But what of their
needs? Turn it round a moment.
A successful Hollywood movie
about a nice Jewish girl stringing
along three husbands? Somehow
that seems about as unlikely asa
female Chief Rabbi.

MARIAN SHAPIRO

insufficiently emphasised. It des-
cribes how Avreml, weak from
beatings and constant spells in
prison, feels himselfclose to death.
Kum Leybke tantzn (Come and
dance Leybke) almost had the
audience dancing the tangoin the
aisles. Unfortunately, in Undzer
shietl brent (Our shtetlisin flames),
which Gebirtig wrote to wam
Jews of the danger of anti-
semitism, Lemm did not succeed
in conveying the feelings of
premonition, urgency and the
necessity for community
solidarity which a successful
rendition of the song demands.

At such a mainstream commu-
nity event it was pleasant to note
that the readings (performed by
pupilsfromthe Jewish Free School
in London) which accompanied
the songs mentioned that Gebirtig
was a Jewish socialist and a one-
time member of a Bundist organi-
sation in Cracow. Jewish social-
ism in its more recent manifesta-
tion has not always ¢commanded
such a favourable welcome from
the Jewish establishment, includ-

ing the Spiro Institute. But with
such acceptance comes the odd
jarring incongruity. At the end of
Lemm’s performance, the second
half of a programme of which the
first part had been composed
mainly of readings from the
writings of Janusz Korczak, the
director of the orphanage in the
Warsaw Chetto, the audience
enthusiastically demanded an
encore. | wondered which of
Gebirtig’s many other popular

No reflection

Lily Markiewicz's exhibition (or
installation, to give it its correct
title)advertises itself asanattempt
to portray “secular Jewish iden-
tity”, and in s0 doing to create a
“modern visual language which
will also speak to a range of dif-
ferent people”. This is a laudable
ambition but one which invites
secular Jews to test whether they
canidentify with her statementas
to her Jewishness, and whether
they feel it puts across their secu-
lar Jewish identity to non-Jewish
people.

On entering the gallery, | was
first faced with a mirror with the
word “JEW” engraved upon it. |
looked atmyselfand decided that
[ fitted the description. The cata-
logucassured me that | wasthere-
by being forced to “assess [my]
position regarding cultural iden-
tity, self-identity and political
alignment”. (A case of “Jew be or
not Jew be”?) In any case, my
process of assessment complete, |
arrived at the central space of the
installation. On its walls hung a
series of mirrors, cach covered
with cloth as if for the seven days
of mourning, a shita. A large
photograph captured the artist in
the actof shrouding a mirror with
such a white cloth. Neatly folded
piles of cloths, which looked as if
they had fallen out of the back of
a linen cupboard, were lying on
the floor.

The idea of mourning, then, is
central to Markiewicz’s concep-

tion of her Jewish identity. Yet,
despite her advertised attempt to
make a statement about secular
Jewish identity, she uses symbols
whichare given meaning by their
religious context. Indeed, the cata-
logue claims that she attempts to
break through “restrictions
imposed by religious/traditional
meaningsinan attempt tomakea
statement to both Jews and non-
Jews alike™. It is, however, not a
statement with which, as a Jew, |
can identify, nor one that I feel
would say very much tonon-Jews
about the valuesof secular Jewish-
ness. The problem, inmy opinion,
isn’t so much the use of religious
symbols, as the lack of context
within which these are placed. If
Markiewiczisattempting tomake
a statement about the shiva, she
misses the most important part of
the institution: the reaffirmation
of life and the feeling of continu-
ity as family and friends come to
be with the mourners.
Markiewicz claims that her
work can be contextualised with-
in the “literary/philosophical
debate on post-Holocaust artis-
tic/poetic production”. But the
use of the Holocaustin this way is
fraught with problems, by no
means particular to Markiewicz.
As secular Jews we certainly do
need to understand the life of
people during the period of the
Holocaust and to use it to make
sense of our life today. In their
different ways, the work of crea-
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ballads this would be and was
somewhat surprised to hear him
singing Yerushalayim shel Zahav
(Jerusalem theGolden). Thissong,
which has become a symbol of
Israel”s 1967 conquests, was
stunningly inappropriate in the
context of the cultural activity of
Poland up to and during the
Holocaust which the rest of the
programme had evoked so
memorably.

MICHAEL HEISER

tive talents such as Primo Levi
and Yehoshua Sobol are attempt-
ing to make connections in this
way. However, there is another
approach to the Holocaust, which
treats it as a quasi-mystical event
which can only be approached on
a supernatural plane. The work
of Elie Wiesel falls into this cate-
gory, and Lily Markiewicz's use
of the Holocaust to symbolise
mourning parallels its use in this
way. The banality of evil (to use
Hannah Arendt’s phrase), the
everyday lessons of how to live
one’s life under a murderous
tyranny are lost in the generality
of the approach.

The Jewish community badly
needs cultural creativity which
attempts to put across to non-
Jews whatitmeans to bea secular
Jew. But such creativity would
havetogiveaninsightinto Jewish
humouras wellassadness; a sense
of cultural continuity, the use of
our culture to iljustrate how Jews
are a minority and have concerns
and experiences in common with
other minorities. The paintings of
Chagall, for instance, can give
such a glimpse of an entire com-
munity. But as [ left the gallery |
thought again of what the reac-
tionofa non-Jewish person would
be. “I don’t celebrate Christ-
mas..." | thought. But the exhibi-
tion doesn’t leave me with any
clear idea of what she does
celebrate.

MICHAEL HEISER

Idon't
celebrate
Christmas
Exhibition
by

Lily
Markiewicz
at
Camerawork,
London E2
May 1990



Where
we stand

® \i'e stand for the rights of Jews, as Jews, in
a socialist future.

® We fight for asocialist movement, embracing
the cultural autonomy of minorities, as
essential to the achievement of socialism.

® We draw on our immigrant experience and
anti-racist history in order to challenge
antisemitism, racism, sexism and fascism
today. We support the rights of, and mobilise
solidarity with, all oppressed groups,

® We recognise the equal validity and integrity
of all Jewish communities, and reject the
ideology of Zionism, currently dominating
world Jewry, which subordinates the needs
and interests of Diaspora Jews to those of
the Israeli state,

® We support a socialist solution to the Israeli/
Palestinian conflict based on an end to t"o
occupation and recognition of national
rights and self-determination, including
statehood, of the Israeli Jewish and
Palestinian Arab peoples.

JOIN THE JEWISH SOCIALISTS’ GROUP
NOW. WRITE TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRE-
TARY, JSG, BM 3725, LONDON WC1N 3XX

Culture and Resistance

Jewish life in Hackney
— past and present —
from a socialist perspective
Organised by
Hackney Jewish Socialists’ Group

At
William Patten Infants School
Stoke Newington Church Street
London N16

On
Sunday 16 September
from 12 noon onwards

Themes include
Racist and fascist attacks on the Orthodox Jewish
Community
The fight against deportations and immigration laws
Antisemitism in Europe
The Palestine Struggle and Israel
Disability issues
The Poll Tax
Lesbian and Gay Jews
Jewish Women'’s oral history
With Music, Dance, Films, Art, Poetry, Debates and
Children’s activities and an exhibition of art by Dave Dell

For more details or offers of funding, please contact
the Hackney Jewish Socialists’ Group, PO Box 11,
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland Road, London E8 2NS

For our benefit and yours!

There was standing room only for latecomers at Swiss
Cottage Community Centre on Tuesday 7 May when
Jewish Socialist held its 5th anniversary benefit cabaret.
With sounds provided by the Big Red Band, Hanging's
Too Good For ‘Em and Royte Klezmores, words of wisdom
from Roger Woddis, Mike Rosen and Irene Kyffin, and
magical touches from lan Saville, it was a great success
and added a welcome few hundred pounds to our coffers.

Whether you were there on 7 May or not, one way you
can show your continued support for our magazine is by
finding one new subscriber. You may want to buy a gift
subscription for a friend. The form is waiting there below. ..

Subscribe now!

Jewish Socialistis published four times a year. Don't be left
without your copy. Subscribe today by sending the form
below to Jewish Socialist, BM 3725, London WC1N 3XX.

Please send me Jewish Socialistfor a YEAR starting
with issue
| enclose £5.50 (inlc p&p). | also enclose a donation

Overseas subscriptions £10 Sterling
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