COU(E TOGETHER

GAY LIBERATION FRONT

/e share the experiences of our gay
brothers but a2s women we have
endured them differently. hereas
the men in GLF wertake of the priv-
ileges of the m2le - you have been
allowed to learn to organise, talk
and dominate -, we heve been tausght
not to believe in ourselves, in our
judgement, but to 2ct dumb and wait
for 2 man to meke the decisions.

As lesbians, "women without men",
we have always been the lowest of
the low., Only through acting coll-
ectively can we overcome our own
nasgivity and your male chauvinism
so that together we - the whole of
GLF - can smash the sexist society
which nerverts anl imnrisons us all
WE'RE WOMEN
WE'RE LESBIANS
VE'RE OPPRESSED
WE'RE ANGRY 7

where 1t’s at

Up till now Gay-ins h~ve always
heen inl ocecasions in parks
situatel in affluent aress —
beautiful houses anl well dressed
neonle with nicelv washel child-
ren. Yeg, it wag 211 vervy nleas—
i1z to the eve: the worll was beau-
tiful enl wve, the ILF, were busy
liberating ourselves and the zay
neonle of the lest nd. T am sure
1t is 2 zeol thine to stimulate
other =ay meonle to e~me out anid
thus to strenothen their belief in
themselves. :

Test

I ~m 21so sure thst GLF is not
just an or~-zniz2tion which =2ims at
makits honosexunals hannier throuzh
their "=ccentance" of their sneci-
fic sevual nrefereances. {8 AR A
TRONT, hich should me~”n a mili-
tant or-anizn~tion, = growiag groun
of meonle who c=n identify with
other onvre=z=el corouns since our
onvression sorings from the sanme
saurees the esnitzlist state's eco~

WOMEN'S ISSUE

nonic necessity to exploit srouns
of veonle 2nd its need for scave-
goats (since the mas. of neonle
need to do more than just wateh
football to work oif their aassres-.
sion). In.this way attention is
not only shifted away irom the
main igssues, but also onnresced
groups are nlayed off against each
other while the money-crabhbers at
the to» continue their moonlizht
rarilen. narties. Thege are basic-
ally the neonle a2nil the nrincinles

we have to 2ttack., Andl I mean at-
tack, in 211 kinds of ways: scruon-
les 2re ridiculous in situations

like this. It is 2bout time we
stertel cr2lling them eriminals

ste2d of cepitalists. There

use vwlealine with criminals,

ecially when thev have nrofes
nrotectors (the nolice) ani =a
licitv machine (the media).

in-
is no
esn-—

aional
nub-

To attsck all this GLE mus
militant and touzh. ‘n
brinrs me back to the 3o
s T sea2 it, Test Enl 3a
only be 2 nrelininary sta
7L7's development, 'hat

. poorer areas of London,

No 7

been doing so far has been nothing
but harvesting some fruits which

were zoing to fall anyway. Now we
must go to the East End and the
firstly to
talk to neople and convince them
that we are fighting the same peo-
nle who deny them decent housing,
milk for their children at school,
a share in the factory's wealth,
etec., and secondly to encourage
Test End homosexuals to come out.
ey are the really oppressed ones
because they have no opportunity—
ag richer gay neople have—to lead
a2 double 1life. Their work-mates
are their friends., And it 'is a
working class

socir”rl necessity to act out to the
full the stereotyne sex roles—the
male, hefty and virile—the femalsg
incomplete without the male, - If
they do not adhere to these roles
they ~2re bound to be rejected. So

‘everything is bubbling under the

surface. Tear and insecurity
stons the crater from erupting. We
need them—their anger—because we

need more I1rive and militancy in
GLT.




AS A LESBIAN I FOUND:-IT QUITE LIBERATING
TO BE IMPRISONED IN HOLLOWAY. FOR

HERE ON SOME WINGS IT WAS IF NOT ACTUALLY
‘QUEER’ TO BE ‘NORMAL’ THEN AT LEAST '
PERFECTLY ‘NORMAL’ TO BE ‘QUEER’.

It was in many ways a refreshing change from
the straight world outside. For the first time I
found it acceptable, indeed advantageous, to be
homosexual. As soon as fellow prisoners realised
you were a lesbian you were likely to be popular
and sought after -- that is, if you appeared to be
butch. This unwonted popularity could in fact
occasionally prove something of an embarrassment?
you could not strike up a platonic friendship with
anyone without it being construed as an affair.

Attitudes to lesbianism varied somewhat from
wing to wing. It was the accepted way of lte
on the wing where I spent my last sentence -
an open, ‘therapeutic’ wing for relatively long-term
old lags. Here, the screws usually turned a blind
eye to what went on. Couples made no attempt
to hide their feelings for-each~eiher, but openly
embraced and walked about arm in arm. Women
could, if they wished, spend a fair amount of time
alone together in pairs (or more) in their cells with
the doors pulled to. It was unwise to march
straight into someone else’s cell if the door was not
open - most people were tactful enough to knock
first.

I remember an incident in which two women were
caught ‘having it off’ together one Saturday afternoon
when, according to the rules, they should have been
either in the Television Room or locked up singly in
their own cells. They were punished - but for
breaking this minor; not for making love.

This quite permissive attitude on the part of the
authorities was, probably, due to the fact that a

number of them were undoubtedly lesbians themselves
- as residential staff at most single-sex establishments
frequently are. Some lesbian prisoners were apt to
boast that actual screws had propositioned them.

even offered them bribes for their favours.

This may or may not occasionally have been true.

The prison rules do not in fact mention homosexuality.
as such, but merely forbid ‘indecent bahaviour’.

Lesbian relationships were the norm also on the
‘Borstal Recall’ wing. I worked in the garden with many
of the inmates of this block. They openly discussed among
themselves and with their officer all that wnet on. But
on tl}e"Star’ wing for First Offenders-(where, albeit
a recidivist, I once spent most of six months because I
was a ‘civil’ prisoner) official attitudes were somewhat
different - perhaps because the women here were con-
sidered redeemable and as yet uncorrupted. Here,
cell doors could not be pulled to, and no less then
three women at a time were supposed to be in a
¢e}l Among the prisoners themselves on this
wing, attitudes towards homosexuality were, on the
whole, not quite so casually accepting as elsewhere
in the prison.

+ A girl was in trouble over having escaped from

-Despite this openness about and acceptance of
Iesbian relationships on the recidivists’ wing, I was
amused on one occasion by the general reticence
at one of the large ‘group counselling’ sessions.

the wing one evening and got onto another wing
where her girl-friend was living. For some time
the group discussed this incident purely in terms of
the ethics of the girl having got the screw in
charge into trouble by managing to escape. No-
one seemed able to bring themselves to mention
the crucial matter: the lesbian relationship.

This may have been because on this particular
occasion the whole wing was assembled together,
plus the Wing Governor. Eventually I stated

that we were really discussing the rights and
wrongs of homosexuality.  Afterwards, one or two
people marvelled at my temerity.

There was a considerable amount of artifi-
ciality about Holloway lesbianism. Some of it
smacked of false, school-girl-like ‘pashes’ (not that
all school-girl pashes are false, of course) — a
way, probably, of relieving the tedium of prison
life. People would break rules by writing notes
o each other; sometimes even when they were
on the same wing, able to meet and talk openly
anyway. And it was not unusual for a woman to

‘turn’, or pretend to have ‘turned’ simply because
she was in Holloway, where being butch could be

quite rewarding; your girl-friend was apt to keep
you in fags; people chased you with offers of small |
gifts bought with their meagre earnings. Even
accepting that most people are more or less
bisexual, still it seemed reasonable to conclude
that many of the Holloway butch-chasers were simply M
women who outside were quite straight (often
mothers with families - as indeed some of the
butch types themselves were), but, while inside,
were merely trying to make the best of a bad
job and find themselves a mock cock.

This led on to another kind of artificiality;

many Holloway lesbians were appallingly
straight.  Whether transvestite, partially trans-
vestite or not, it was customary -for the butch
types to attempt to appear in every way as
masculine as possible, strapping back their busts,
contriving false penises with sanitary towels, only
(if what they said was true) making love - never
receiving it.  All this was more difficult in years
gone by when you could not wear your own
clothes in Holloway. The only hope then for a
~butch to appear totally- ine was~fo er—to
get one of the prison jobs (gardening or painting)
that entailed wearing shirt and dungarees Other-_
wise, she had to do the best the could in her
regulation cotton frock -- roll up her cardigan
sleeves to expose tattooed forearms, roll her
stockings down to look like knee-socks (this was
actually against the rules), cultivate pseudo-sideburns
to embellish her eton crop. Now, however, it is
possible for the undiscerning visitor to Holloway

to wonder whether she has made a mistake and

is actually in the Scrubs. For women prisoners
can wear their own clothes these days, including,
if they wish, masculine gear. So butch types,
(phoney and genuine) can wear drag (bar belts

and ties) and really go around looking like straight
husbands - on open wings their femme partners
may even offer to do their washing and ironing
for them.

The problem now for butch and trans-sexual
lesbians is that to appear both ‘with it’ and male,
you should not have close cropped hair. Yet
the® moment the most masculine looking female
face is framed in longish Tair, it inevitably ceases
to look quite so male. A very butch, more or
ess transvestite women on my wing started to
conform with fasion and lest her hair grow down
her neck. At once she looked somewhat more
feminine. Foolishly I suggested she cut her hair
short again. She was unable however to
accept that anything could ever make her remotely
resemble her own sex - I.merely got punched
for my advice.

There is no doubt that gay women can have a
sense of freedom in Holloway that as yet they can
seldom or never experience outside. On the other
hand homosexual roles there tended to be rigid and
conventiona), conducive to the male chauvinism
that Women’s Lib. and Gay Lib. so firmly oppose.
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ard for Husbond

Jearest Wancy and Peter,

How are you my dear sister and
brother ? I hone that you are
hrth well and hanny, but am rather
rorried about you. All is not

tea end roses for any of us I fear.
3-rbora and I are well and at
leaat reasonably content - no
~reat »roblems, traumas, or any-
thine to sneak of. I care for her
vary much.,

Nen, vou sounied guite disturbed
in yvour last letter - moinly
about the vnossibility of extra-
marital affairs. I have learned
a great deal about myself in this
resnect and would like to tell
you what I know. I'll begin from
the beginnine. In the beginning
Tve was taken from Adam's side
for his helnmate. She was only a
small n=rt of him and her duty
was to him - to see that he was

hanoy, well-fed, well-loved, and.
namnered. Thus "ve's descendents,
wiomen, were valued for their abi-

1lity to make men haovy. .Jomen
were literally sold at carnivals,
feastivals a2nd in the marketnlace
anl their wvalue was based unon how
attractive and useful they were to
men (other womens' judgments were.,
P evant)e—hic ds—essentially !
76 have a2couirei in our Juleo-
Thristian heritace - 2and these are
the sick values we have been taudb
from birsa. ‘e nre incomnlete
Nithout men - we must have men to
be wvhole anl :ulfilled. Nancy, we
have actuslly believed thrt. Well
it's just riot truc. Some of us
nrefer men - others women - but no
woman ies inecomnlete +vithout a man,

Teminine is submissive and submis—
sive is ill wxthin the context of
our society. Homos:=xuals are in-
sulted and beaten by the "virile
males" of our society who consider
them "Tem" (even Petor's younger
brother has ~one "queer bashing").
Humsn oeings who refuse to communi-
cate in the active, aggres ive
terms thet witchloctors dictate,
refuse to sneak or respond in the
nrecise manner the witchdoctor hes
lecided unon are labelled catatonic,
schizonhrenic and subjected to
electrn-shock therany. They who
hove never hormed ~nother nerson
in their lives are lobotomized Dby
our eminent brain surgeons.

i CONT.

‘HOMD&Xuo.\i('S 3 Corrupk and vicious and undzrm\nim} khe voot core of our Sociebj.
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If T hannen to sound full of hate,
it's just because I am. I have
seen throush them and T hate their
fucking guts. I want to blow
Nixon, Acnew, Reagan, Johnson,
Kennedy, Humvhrey, General Motors,
United Fruit, Los Angeles Police,
Coast Guard, Army, Navy, Stock
¥xchange, all of the fuckine pigs
end institutions sky hich.

But seeinz throuch them gives me

2 bit more natience with Peter's
mother., No wonier she is a ball-
cutter. Rah for the ballcutters
of this world. A cock gives a man
power - ani she was damned jealous.
llaybe she would have loved to do,
to do something other than stay
home all day with the shovning,
cooking, cleaning, and babysit-
ting. T"hot 2 rotten bore for any
human being with intelligence -
anl she had the intellisence to
be bored and then to go for your
father's balls with her shears.

sensuality rather than regarding

her own body as a treasure of and
for the use of her husband, "her

man", then she is disparaged and

socially ostracized.

And what about impotence and frigi-

1ity ? A woman who complains that

she is frigid will be told that it

isn't at all uncommon. A man who )
has even the slishtest trouble with
his cock will find that every doc-
tor west of the Ukraine will examine
him. And why all the concern over
the slightest infection in the penis
anl the common attitude of ignorine
the vagina ? I'm sorry but I sim-
ply will not acceot the argument
that the penis is much more delicate ?’
there's more to it than thet., I

hal a yeast iniection for three

fucking years while I was on pills-

you can damn well bet that no man

would be treated like that. And

why amidst all these man-made mis-

siles and moon rockets haven't

those cock-worshipvers found an

effective means of birth control ?

g W\

GEORGES MARRIAGE IS IN RUINS 111 HE |
TR HASN'T EVEN HAD THE PLEASURE OF BEING Freud vas fixatedl on the cock - so all Little girls ha
4 & ' ADULTEROUS-HE HAS NO ENERGY FOR. have to have nenis envy. Well, piss you, Freud.

V) SEX. WHAT WILL THENEGHBOURS SAY flomen have nore sense, ,

RN WHEN THEY LEARN THAT MRS.JETSELLER Ty Tesbianism is a versonal choice. And now that I

R\ HAS GONEOFF TO LIVE WITH SOMEONEELSE.  hove made that choice I have become aware of the

: political significance of that action. I am protest-

No, Pete, it's not the fault of
vour folks, nor of mine. TIt's
this fucking svstem that hes been
nernetuated through thousands of
vears and the deaths of thousands
of human beings. How many lives
have been wastel because General
lotors and United Truit and all
the other canitalist vigs have
quarded their n»roperty and let
the neovle starve ?

And it's not the fault of Nancy
Lawrence or Peter Allen: vou -are
victimized anl onnressed by the
system in many of the wavs I am.
Petor was deniel the risht to
simnly be a sensitive humen being -
forced into a male-iominzated, code
nover nrofession. But you've got
somethine out of beinc a2 man as
7ell, FPete - the richt to have a
female mother-lover chaste to you
t1ill th=z end. No woman has the
rigsht to find o lover who cares
for her no matter what she does.
A women's luty is to her husband-
she -must mot guestion him or »ut
him down 1in nubliec. She must nro-
tect his ego and his nvotency. 3ut
wometr, wh~t do they get ? lell,
thot's somethinzy else. If Neney
£le:ns with someone other then her
husbanl she is a "nymohom-niec", a
Eyhore!s an Measy lay", I you,
Peter, sleen vith cnother woman you
are a "laiieg' men", a "stud", and
yemyslivi riliet, | In-Sneain, Ttaly,
“outh America, il = women lo2sn't
bleel betwesn the lers on her wed-
lins ni~ht then machoman has the

rizht to kill her, "h=t it seens
to come dom to evirvwhere is sim-—
nly th~t if 2 woman recocnizes and

resnon is to her owm sexuality and

& AND A LESBIAN AT THAT 2%7

ing all those man-made missiles, those moon rockets,
those objects of war molted in the shape of man's
orecious little tool, his cock. Yeah, I'm a cock
hater, But that doesn't mean that I hate human beings,
I hate the agsressiveness 2nd manipulative-
cenitalistic methods and goals of those "active"

men who think of women as sexual objects and life

as a8 nower <game, I sympathise with women, homosexuals,
and schizophrenics betause I have something in common
with these people., There is nothing to help you
recognise the way a black woman or man feels in this
society like finally recognising one's homosexuality.
I'm not the risht sex, I won't allow men to
masturbate into to me and then later say that they've
hal a "good fuck", a "gond Lay", or even to feel thatv
théy are "good" lovers, No woman with whom I sleep.
vill feel that love-meking is somethine 2t which one
can be "good", It's not 2 gralable thing end I'm sick
of commetition in all forms.

Let me clarify. I am not against heterosexuals, 1
simnly feel that the homosexual relz=tionship has a
better chance of getting out of stercotyped roles
than the heterosexual relationship. With a man, even
with 2 man who is sensitive to and aware of women's
liberation there is still the pnressure to fit oneself
into active-pascive, doer-aporover, sadist-masochist
roles. There is no need to discover one's own indi-
vidual responses entirely from the beginning because
we have already been trained to expect anl conform
to our socially accented roles. The woman who loesn't
is either a "nymphomaniac" or a "ball-cutter".

Take care. Plemse give my love to the folks.

Yver your loving sister.

GAY LIBELAT'ON FRONT
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1. Revdwkion im the Head. ..

Revolution in the second part of the 20th
Century is not an action.

Revolution today is a state of mind that
manifests itself through its bearers' way of
acting.

Revolution isn't something that havvpens
on the 4th or 14th of July or in February or
a specific year -- where it is real, it happens
every minute of the day, and it starts every
morning over and over again! This state of mind
does not exvress itself particularly in so-
called "revolutionary actions" such as demon-
strations etec. It can be seen in every move-
ment, it speaks through every word and commands
every gesture of the "revolutionary".

As Western culture grows more and more
chilly, more and more spnecific, i.e. as every

. man gradually tends to refer himself only to

Liberation could be very harmful to left groups
and to Gay Lib. itself.

It seems harmful to me because it judges

from a time-limited incid-
ence in one's life to a
continuous way of living:

¥ :
himself (national ident-
ity, creed identity, even |
femily identity fade away
into thin, abstract con- | -
cepts), revolution changesi _ 1 -
|

every man has to start with himself,

with his own everyday :life and can , ;

no longer pin his hovne on prophets or ‘ =

seints or leaders or mesters or gurus

or anybody else for his salvation.
Thus the idea of revolution becomes something concrete_an&
gives freedom a vossibility to enter the realm of reality.

The seed of freedom sleepns in every contemnorary -
human being, but it does not zrow out of its own nature
-- it has to be nlanted in a conscience, If consciousness
does not throw light and water and warmth on this seed, it
is bound to die. And so within most peovnle the seed of
freedom is killed by absent-minded survival -- by things,
careers, time-vassing amusements or freaky, trendy, "spont-
aneous" conformity.

Within veople who in one way or anather are extraorq-
inary -- the outsiders -— there is a more fertile gonditlon
for a revolutionary vnotential to become a real, alive :
quality, partly because society makes it painful and diff-
icult for them to live and n»artly because they often have
an inner ne=d to think about their existence, since they
don't fit into a well-known, too well-known, pattern that f
one learns by heart when one learns to walk. These veople
bear, by necessity, a longing towards something other tban»
the existing world order, towards other laws, other hebits,
other imperatives., (This longing very often inverts itself
gquite naradoxically, into most extreme, exaggerated,
"egtablished" ways of behaviour!)

A gay nerson is one kind of outsider.

Only during the last few years have 7ay people —- as a
more or less coherent group -- exnressed some other social
ambiti®n than being gay. This social ambition -- in many

: cases one could even say: this desire! --
brings gay neonle tozsether to work for a new
way of life. A life more in accordance with
a wider kind of human beinz than the limited
inhabitant of the world of today; a human
being who realises life not mainly as a
strugsgle to survive but as something joyful,
something masnificently rich and affluent,
full of different forms =ni modes of menif-
estations.

/ith this ambition GLF could (will?)
develon into an organic member of a whole
generation's movement aiming to create a
world where not only the obscure parts of
the erotic map are exvnlored ani mastered,
but where every unborn and unnermitted zest-
ure of the will find an onen room in which
to perform.
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obvious in thinking out the relationship between
gay women and women’s liberation,

3. Calch, the Oppressian

TO BE A WOMAN AND TO BE GAY SEEMS TO
HAVE GAINED A CERTAIN REVERENCE NOWADAYS’
LIKE WE'RE REALLY OPPRESSED. (IF YOU'RE
BLACK, THIRD WORLD, WORKING CLASS YOU
GET EXTRA POINTS).

Gay women have suddenly moved from a
situation, particularly in the women’s movement,
where their existence was not even recognised, to
one where liberal silences open up whenever a gay
woman stands up to speak. Another category
of oppression has been discovered and the
paternalism - or perhaps I should say maternalism

-- ofthe left, stretches to embrace us.  This is
not to say that there is not still considerable
direct oppression of gay people on the left, but I
do think that a simple ‘Right on’ to Gay

revolutionary potential in terms of some criterion
of oppression, and thus suggests that the way to
be revolutionary is somehow or the other

to get yourself in one of the officially oppressed
groups. The other alternative is to get your—
self clubbed or imprisoned or sacked and then

to wear your wounds like revolutionary medals
your certificate of entry to the movement. This
is a particularly tempting trip for lots of white
male political heavies.

To Gay Lib. it is harmful because on the one
hand it encourages us to think simply that gay
is where it’s at, and on the other hand to think
that we are less oppressed than other groups and
so have a less vital part to play in the revolution.
So either we're tempted to preach the ‘Gay Way’
- ‘Come and join us’, or to act as a scrambling
support group - desperately tagging along with
evpressions of solidarity for workers, black people
and so on.

A lot of these difficulties become particularly

One of the great aims of women’s liberation
has been Sisterhood. All women are oppressed
all women must join together. Given this
view lesbianism can be seen as particularly impor-

tant or attractive because it can be viewed as

the epitome of sisterhood -- women completely
together. It is important for women to learn to
love and trust each other because like other
oppressed people we have been divided against
ourselves, taught to denigrate each other and so
ourselves. However, sisterhood cannot be an
end in itself: So more and more women come
together, so there are more and more sisters - -
so what?

There is also the temptation for straight and
for gay women to think that by being or by
becoming gay they achieve a more revolutionary
position. But abandoning the privileges of the
oppressors, in this case the straight world (in all
senses) is of itself no more revolutionary than
going into holy poverty, dying one’s skin black,
or putting on a donkey jacket and spitting on
the floor to kid yourself you're a worker,



L}

FPREFTERERREREREECL

b

HHITHH

4l PR VTRV

3....0r in the World

IF SUBMISSIVENESS CEASED, IT WOULD ALL.
BE OVER WITH LORDSHIP

The revolution in our heads - i.e.
consciousness of what we are and of our position
in society - is good as far as it goes.
consciousness, which is nartly a vsychological
change, can heln gay men and women.
us proud to be gay instead of anologetic and

ashamed: i.e, it can increase our self respect.

But this increased self-respect will lead us
to question and reject society's view of us as
If we say 'Gay is
good' why does society say we are bad?
must be a reason for society to keep us down, to
indoctrinate us witl a belief that we are sick,
and to perpetuate the myth that we are inferior,
. There must be something
wrong with a society that tells lies about us.

sick, perverse and inferior.

unnatural and unhaopy.

our changed

Changed

It can make

There

provocation,

Our new pride does not of itself make a

revolution,

happened.,

to our efforts.

Individual self liberation may change our
minds and those of a few of our friends, but
it cannot change the law that oppresses our
It cannot do away with oppression.

brothers.

Consciousness raising is only a first step
Because part of
consciousness raising involves a changed
concention of theo ovpression and how it
relates to that of other opnvressed groups -
ultimately how sexual oppression of all kinds
relates to the economic organisation of society-
this leads us away from the view that it's all
in our heads and towards the realisation that
society is unjust and that therefore we should
The individual
cannot alone and unaided bring about social
change and therefore the next step is for us
to band together because if we unite we are

in the real revolution,

demand and work for change.

stronsg,

To say that revolution takes place entirely

- inside the individual is itself a counter-

revolutionary statement.
ideology of our present society that the
individual is himself resnonsible for all that
befalls him - if he gets in the shit it's his
Ne see this in the nrevalent belief
that a man oh the dole is likely to be a
scrounger - when it is far more likely that the
current economic fuck up has made it imposcible

fault.

for him to get work.

One cannot ‘become’ gay or straight. That
is to think in static ontological terms. I think
one’s relationships with other people, and the
sexual response must be an integral part of all
other responses, must spring out of one's

relationship to society. And basically the
question here is whether the relationship is one
of attack or passive surrender. One is not
attacking the system by hopping from one
oppressed category to another.

Revolutionary gay people can liberate
straight relationships by ceasing to make hetero-
sexuality the only choice. But if Gay Lib. only
makes gay ‘respectable’ then we have just created
another product, expanded the market, suggested
another false choice, another chain. We do not
want to substitute the fetish of homosexuality
for the fetish of heterosexuality.

Of course, behind these more ideological
considerations there may be a more genuine
dilemma for many women in the movement.
For some there may be a felt choice between sex
with a chauvanist male or no sex at all. However,
I don’t think that it’s very liberating for women to
turn to each other as a stop-gap alternative, a second
best in the men time. It implies that they still

On the contrary it could lead to
greater oppression - and indeed this has already
When G.L.F, tried to organise socials
and discos in ordinary pubs in order to come out
of the gay ghetto, police pressure put an end

It is part of the

Participation in demonstrations whether
violent or non-violent is also not an end nor
a sufficient means.
of bringing t@ the attention of society our
changed consciousness and our determinatiom

that we will no longer be opvoressed and put down.
Violence, physical and mental, has been meted out
to homosexuals for centuries and if we were to
resort to violence now it would not be without

It does serve the function

To say that the revolution is in our heads
would mean that the individual could be 'free!
in prison, in the harem, in any situation of
objective unfreedom. No.
at peace there - but to deny the outward reality

of an oppressive life imposed from without is to

be a quietist, a conservative add ultimately a
theologian or psycho-analyst concerned only with
the state of one's own spirit or psyche.

Revolution is not just about feelings. It's

about péwer - who has power over us to direct

our lives into distorted patterms and hidden
paths, and how we ourselves can achieve the
power to alter this.

see men as the primary source of sexual and of
emotional gratification.

What then should be the strategy for any gay
movement, or any specifically lesbian movement
I don’t think that we should aim solely at
bringing all lesbians together, although tha ; is
important, or that we should be trying to make
all women gay, although that is tempting.
We must first analyse the causes of our op-
pression and if we find an explanation in terms
of the capitalist structure of our society, then
the only liberating course is to attack that
structure. To do this there seem to be two
strategies we can adopt.

1) Challenging the dominance of the straight
heterosexual roles wherever they exist, in the
family, in the schools, in the streets, in the
unions. Because the dominance is all pervasive
I think that even a simple (though difficult)
act like coming out 1s potentially revolutionary,
provided it is not just a plea for acceptance, but
a challenge to the oppressiveness of the hetero-
sexual norm.  Wearing a Gay Lib. button can
be like a constant one woman/man demo.

_ With this goes the mounting of attacks on
institutions that specifically oppress gay people.

If we are serious we should make it impossible

for places like the Maudsley and the Portman
Clinic to exist. Never mind leafletting the
so-called doctors who are making money off our
backs, we should burn the places down. Never
mind criticising sex education we should go run-
ning into the schools and rip up their silly
pamphlets and- leaflets, and we might fire a few

. schools while we’re at it.

2) We must attack the power structure in our
society and its representation in all oppressive
institutions. Fight with the Blacks against the pigs
fight with the Squatters against the Council. One
way to effect this would be tor G.L.F. groups to
work in their own areas. But however it is done
it will involve us in making criticisms of other
revolutionary groups. Far from deferring to other
groups who might score higher on the present
‘oppression ratings’, we must continually raise
questions about the politics of sexuality, the
repression and manipulation of sexual energies in
the interests of the system. We must also look
for and listen to the criticisms other groups make
about us. It is not a question of who is the
most oppressed, the revolution can only be made
total if the specificity of all oppressions are
challenged and overthrown.

]

One might be inwardly
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The first major disappointment in my life took
place when Greta Garbo changed into woman's

clothes towards the end of Queen Christina and took
a fancy to John Gilbert. IT was the first of a
long line of betrayals, most of them inflicted by
myself on myself in an agelong comedy of double-
think which aimed to destroy the soul's integrity.

In the first Act one misht deny to oneself one's
emotions absolutely: this is easily done in the
general confusion and flux of awakening sexuality,
in the unnatural settin: of single-sex schools

where delightful crushes flourish in hot-house
claustrophobia, and in the gloom of self-awareness'
dewn. That is all just the prelude, however. The
action proper only begins in the second Act when

the protagonist awakens, rubs her eyes, and sits up.
In a delicate romantic haze she wanders alone, ideal-
ising the tender and beautiful women she sees and
then recreates, and 211 the time remaining blind to
one thing - that her emotions are good and valid,
that they can be expressed in a shared, loving life,
My goodness no, I have to remain blind to that be-
cause that has a label, that is called Lesbianism:
and who could accept for herself the image of a
pathetic cold coarse unattractive creature who
denies her nature and tries to be what she is not?
the butch, the tweed suit and heavy shoes? the trav-
esty of heterosexual domesticity? The situation
catches me up in a vicious cirecle: if T had faith

in my feelings I cauld use them as the standard by
which I might measure the stereotype as the cowardly
mockery that it is, and reject it; but the stereo-
type itself, reinforced by the conventional attitudes
to sexuality which engendered it, destroys all poss-
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ibility of faith. So our nrotagonist is unique, and
cennot ever seek fulfilment for her emotions. Not
recognising herself in any oublic image, she is
thrown back into her vorivate world. Isolation is
forced upon her, and isolation she takes to herself,
extolls self-sufficiency as en ideal, adopts the
role of a solitary. At this point the play becomes
rather boring, I admit: nothing happens: nothing
happens. The oromising dawn gives way to overcast
skies. She shivers in the cold of arid introspec-
tion and the loss of all warmth from without, trem-
bles in the inadequacy of fantasy which seems to
offer so much yet finally cheats and frustrates.

So total is her self-mistrust that all achievement

becomes inaccessible as inhibitions descend

It might seem incredible that anyone could give up
hope so easily, but verhaps few straight vpeovle
realise that the labels they impnose on us are not
merely insulting, but also shattering in their effect
on the way we look at ourselves. All labels are at
best merely ill-fitting public clothes to our indiv-
iduality, but those which carry with them a stigma
can cause a barren loss of confidence if we reject
them, thus deoriving ourselves of an external desc-
ription, or, if we accept them, an equally barren
self-contempt since in accenting the label we also
inevitably accent the values assigned to it, the
stigma.

Therefore, after sampling methoils of escape other
than solitude - hilarious forays into heterosexual-
ity (2 humiliating failure for me, vainful to him)
and suicide (literally nainful to me and distressing
to family) - the realisation and accepntance of my
‘homosexuality, which occurs in the next Act, brings
1ittls relief. I thought to dispel self-decention
and find that, although some of the inner conflict
and repression is resolved, concealment from others
causes self-concealment, however strong the belief
that one is facing up to oneself, Hence I still
cennot live myself fully, and the dead weight of
inhibition still flattens all creativity. Vhy do
you conceal from others your...what shall we say,
your nropensities? Guilt. Guilt in the face of
conventional values. Guilt destroys the last
traces of self-respect and ramnages throush the
unprotected soul: cuilt resigns you to unhappiness,
leads you to exnect nothing else as your dues

guilt outs you always in the wrong, always at a
disadventage: it draws its strength from the tim-
idity it creates, it mocks and questions not it-
self,..

: T e T
(The =bove wWas,
of course, mrit-
ten after the
snmihilation of
these horrors.

FTor only then,
in the freedom
of self-resnect,
conld I see th~o nattern 2nl unity of my »nast and
thus recosnise couses. Act 4 took place in the
aftermoon, with the sun tryine herd, and some-
times succeeding, to bresk out and brighten Prim-
rose Hill. Act 5 takes nlace in the clear even—
ing, and the night.)
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LMW&@_O{@E&M is Nat Unread, o

This can't be havpening to me. Not
to me.

I am my parents' child. T am my
friends' friend. Of course they
have queer friends, being tolerant
people, one must not dismiss the
mentally disturbed or immature who
may well be interesting vpeople,
but one doesn't want to know too
much about their goings-on; normal
affairs are another matter, when
they show signs of changing their
ways one ig delighted. And one
always feels the nicest ones can't
be really, they'll outgrow it, or
did some traums or other arrest
them in it?

I don't want to be natronised, and
so I am driving myself mad by pre-
tending my feelings are not my
feelings. I don't want to be part
of a groun of people who are diff-
erent from "us" and who I was
brouzht un to natronise. If I
told her how I felt about her she
would cease to care for me, even
as a friend. I should be someone
to laugh at and be kind to, not
taken seriously. It isn't real, 1
must be normal, I must.

In the lliddle Ages I'd have prayed
to be delivered from whatever

lemons were sugcesting such thoughts
to me. Now I am rafional and say,
it is an illness, q\nsychiatrist

can help. It can't be me who feels
this. I can't accept myself as
feeling this. I can't accept my-
gelf,

So into myself I retreat and hide,
hiding the unaccentable self from
everyone.; - There is a kind of
safety in:this impnasse; .no need.-
for the'voison in the gas fire' or
the asvirin bottle yet, which in
my nride seems much the most dig-
nified answer, which will silence

MAYALL . Fat
MARGH (4518

.- see they .are echoing voices. speak-

the voices which sneer at me, al-
though the suicide causes far more
pain than the lesbian, there is no ]

morality in this, the voices are
not moral.

But it won't last, I
can't accept myself as this hiding,
lurking person either, I can't
accept myself,

Speak., Come out, tell truth and
shame the devil.

Speak parrot, act your part, learn
a way of life you don't respect,
act butch - what is truth?

It may be found at the bottom of a

well, but it's not to be found

Nhere you're hiding, you will lose

yourself and find nothing if you

don't look out. You feel what you

feel, your actions are your own,

accept this, accept yourself,

change what you can then, if you

like, but till you've done this \\\
you can do nothing.

A human being is a social animal,
suffering when unable to conform,
echoing the rules he/she trans-
gresses in his/her own mind. The
court that condemns us at the back
of our minds as an image (I don't
say an accurate one) of real
courts, Agreed: the above effusion
is melodramatic, meurotic, what

you wills agreed: it is a far cry
from exterminatory nersecution to
natronising tolerance, "I have
friends who are", the guy who likes
to hear about his girlfriendls
lesbian feelings since after all
they don't really count, and so on,
but a mild oppression is still ‘
opvression. ‘Then we face the torm-
enting voices in our own minds, we

Bmkvm‘ Qur
I am beginning to explore a new
way I can love. To break out
of the heterosexual cage where
i the relationship was predatory,
rigid and brutal for the man and
Han alienating performance for me.
ITo break out of years of porno-
culture = Hollywood-Lawrence-—
Mary Quant-I,T.-Supremes-Love
Story...which has incalcated
women with a negation of them-—
selves - a negation for women in heterosexual relat-
ionships because they have masked themselves from
themselves. Turning their anger at being shat upon
in on themselves. To me "vush it up" meant block me
off. Block my identity away, choke it, diffuse 1
into millions of fragmented half thoughts where love
feelings existed out of fears, fears of losing...losing what? - a
man - fears of walking straisht through my own image because we
women make men the vnersonification of their concealed selves.

ing- in- the :real world. ‘e should
listen critically, know which is
which, and silence both when they
lie,

In loving with a woman we are tearing away the masks that hide us
from each other, we are tearing away men's rotten conception of us.
7e feisn ourselves beautiful, wild, funny, terrible. In loving we
stretch out, we feel afraid, the land is new, the relationships

~unchartered. But to be afraid does not mean stop, withdraw., We
exovlore, our bodies not miles from our heads, our feelings of
friendshin, warmth, touch, closeness, excitement fused - not com-
nartmentalised into pizeon-holes labelled "emotion", "physical",
"affection", "sexual", "spiritual" - and realise we are making a
new langsuage.

‘e can begin to see each other as separate but connecting beings,
not as imnlements which become blunter as the relationshiv becomes
a deal funetion, e een beecin to question everything where power
deforms the way we see one another, to end the practice of projec$-
ing our fears onto each other, but to talk about our fears.

Tozether we can retrace, retrace the steps of our oppression and
by doing this exorcise the svectres that have ratified our opnres-
sion. The snectre of isolationism which has divided, dismantled
our vnotential can be exorciced when we see that revealing what we
are to one antoher is positve, the political essence of our
strength. v

Theée snectre of desnair or imnotence where women reach a point of
conscilousness through retracinc their opvression together but use
it as 2 catharsis and continue to live like a cat with nine lives-
this can be broken by women coming together and realising that they
can e=t, sleen, shout with one another. Together we can make bonds
vhich will strensthen throusgh action, 2 bond which hurls us for-
ward on together to future stens. Together we can make our reali-
ties exhlole this mad: existende.



APPENINGS

LEEDS CONFERENCE TRIAL IN EDINRURGH

ON SUNDAY 20th JUNE A PARTY OF LONDON GLF SET GLF GROUPS FROM MANY PARTS OF THE COUNTRY
OUT FROM THE LEEDS GLF NATIONAL THINK-IN FOR MET IN LEEDS ON SATURDAY JUNE 19th AT THE FIRST
THE TRAVERSE THEATRE IN EDINBURGH TO ATTEND NATIONAL THINK-IN' THE FOLLOWING USES EDITED
THE ‘TRIAL’ THERE ORGANISED BY THE SCOTTISH TRANSCRIPTIONS FROM MORE THAN TWO HOURS OF
MINORITIES GROUP ON THE SUBJECT OF HOMOSEX- TAPE RECORDINGS’

UAL OPPRESSION’

(the audience is mainly liberal to trendy, cut with ) g
freaks.) Problems of Recruitment

CHAIRMAN: Well, good evening. This is another
Traverse ‘trial’. It really divides into two sections.
The first section is as much like a trial as we can
manage. We must entreat you not to interrupt till : e sdsnt

afterwards. Each advocate will introduce three SEIE SI;LEer: ;sgl;;‘tzl'gzgezx advertisilgiin newspapers.
witnesses, after which each witness is cross-examined CHE" Yes. frequently

by the other advocate. Finally they sum up and we : y ¥

take a vote. "It sharpens the issues. Then we throw
it open to questions and discussion. The motion is people. But after the first demonstration we had lots

that: ‘All discrimination against homosexuals by of people coming along

: " law, by employers and by society at large, should end.’ s :
' _‘ b : S CHE: I’m not sure that we do get people through action
HRLEY S l E EE l (The trial proceeds. ‘Fite thice witnesses forithe because I think there are a lot of other people, mainly

motion are Ian Dunn of the Scottish Minorities

GLF: It might be interesting to hear from someone in
the Campaign for Homosexual Equality (CHE) how they
get on with the problem.

GLF: The way we get recruitment is through action.
When we started in London we only had a few

Group, Tony Hughes of the Edinborough GLF and m,iddle aged people, who are frightened away by action.
e Louisa Hunt of the London GLF. Things livened up with It’s not their fault that they’re conv,entlonal: .
Friday, 25 June 1971, 1.00 p.m. with the first star of the evening Councillor Lestor, TGJJC[‘: The;zre. 1slfzctz§n ”f;d action. *W h‘,’” e /O"’te‘ilth"
oH e o el i s : : march in London it was more or less a neutra

A}? out ; 100 members of the Gay Liber 318Uﬁ%]?fg;tfgs\yr%??%ithapS licanberaccused action. It was not positive violence. We were not on
tion Front gathered at the corner ofpredjudice, but predjucfice el o our own. We were demonstrating that we had an
of Harley Street and Cavendish emotion given to civilised people who rise above the ly‘,i]fnf‘gz";:”fi %mracterc.l :;1’,"1 we gox il_'ze ’"e“z%‘; OVer

= T P : . ; a is there, and it is representing something.
Squar? to pr otes_t tl'.le psychiactric lt')xiegalitz} lz‘tr;‘riléta:sd tgg E?é?ui’:t?;fn that we enjoy a Some action can frighten people off, but this action
practice of subjecting homosexuals e e brought people to us.

. , = = (The whole of his evidence was interrupted by loud burst : : :

to aversion therapy (consisting of burst of laughter and rounds of applause. He was CHE: You seem to think that the ox;ly. L e
electric shock and/or emitic drugs followed by two psychiatrists, a Professor from out is badges and militancy. Frankly it’s down fo us

— each one of us. From the age of sixteen it was
important to me not to hide it. I have told the
people I live with, my parents, my friends, the people

- drug PORD . iting). Strathclyde University and a Consultant at the Edin-
gs which irduce vomilt ln°) burgh Hospital. They said that homosexuals tended to
live miserable lives, and that therefore not all

Reactions were varied. "My g?d, oppression should stop, or there: might beanore izgglt‘f?c‘)%é ([)i?.veryone did this there would be no

t_he se people are homoseJ.cuals ke ll;g?gﬁlxx%lls{})Se'i‘JTgYuonuh:Evgyiﬁ)thjs play tonight. The GLF: If you can do that why don’t you wear a badge

"Well, so am I". "Charming"...... Ionsing ot “Why; couldn’t weliave adovicitac i CHE: I don’t want to wear a badge. .

"I'm homosexuel. I've heard about GLE: Why not* GLF: There are basic fallacies here. To start with, the

Gay Liberation Froat, but 1've PSYCHIATRIST: What a life that child would have had people you have told are all those With WHOWB Y ol idd
5 2 atl 110 4 < PR bumbling womanish old qlfeér...and G thoT .. a prior relationship. The issue is not whether your

never known till now what you were
about. I'm pleased Miseeos "LOOK

; friends like you but whether you have an acceptable
GLF: SHIT position in the context of society.

! : _ : GLF: Right. Take that back. glf
at that paint on my doorstep K GLF: Withdraw that remark. GLF: I would like to say something about badges.
You did that. I would have given gII:II/?I[L(VM.Il\lI;I Gentlemen, gentlemen. There are two reasqn; to wearl;hem.lersitlly, f]he ,
: = et ol : We’ll listen to a certain amount, but we won't be majority of the population will say that they dont
ke _:my Sympatiy, Put . i 2o - b Eels insulted. know any homosexuals. The point is that we don’t
rate the destruction of private GLF: Come on. Do you think I give a shit if someone have black faces like coloured people. Straight
property. Pigs M calls me a nigger “What does it mean* society is not forced to recognise our existence. The
(Laughzerarmorg trlalﬁ?nfd th?n the discussion is thrown other reason is an internal one. If you don’t think that

B . = S, s open. Andrew is on his feet. i ok elf don’
Yes, reactions were quite variled. ANDREW: We don’t like this attitude of having a nice ORBE TS i ’{flsﬁeg,‘lj’”;:g:‘gjisf Wty Jos ol
We received little or no press liberal little discussion, and going away thinking, it’s all Weara Dacsc. 4l Y :

: = ; ; : b i politically ineffective, I suggest you are lying to

coverage But here and now we right, we voted in favour of it. Get on with it. Do A
3 4 3 i o s something. Welcome homosexuality. It’s not much in y.oursel_f. No, you are embarrassed and maybe just a
would like to make one thing clear. the population. Love it when it comes, look at it, have little bit afraid.
We are homosexuals. We are proud. homosexual children. , .
And we are angry. We will continue (There is not space to get down all the arguments and CHE: Most homosexuals are very, very conventional,
to pI;OtéSt atQHarley Street and statements.) and you seem to say ‘Forget all about them.’
01.;her places Wh(-.‘,I‘e p_’eOPlC’ respon= tCOUN,C“}ﬁJOR LESTER: What is absolutely repugnant GLF: Conventionality that is typified by blue collar,
sible for aversion therapy live and \:it?llillssrrtlalls ts)t:te‘ment here that this man had intercourse white collar, dog collar...what have you. They are
WOI’I'.C. 3."4’e will not stop £ill al.{. ; LALA: He did r}zlot say that, He did not say that he had exactly the Iij'ev styles that are rein_f'orcif?ga Iimitef]
subjection of homose xuals to medi- intercourse with a small boy: form Qj sexuality that does not recognise, and has no
cal curcs of witchdoctors ceases. COUNCILLOR LESTER: He did. plgsfor Sl W‘?{“"’dmfv ”“‘tf 5 ”’;
\ - : e : A: He did not. I trust that man enough to leave m Wiagie nomosextal community iaesBeriengie i
We wiljy I’lO‘t} S:tOP 'Elll '-P\-'O.-’:!:(' ¥ Sjto‘_" son with him. He said he had intercourse with a boy, nﬁt new life style of our own instead of being forced into
condescendingly ofieriling U.bw Tlae a smlel boy. How could he had intercourse with a small a caricature of theirs. The answer is not to fall back
sympathy as if this should D& mea- . boy “Show him your prick, man. on the life styles which represent our oppression, which

(Pandemonium breaks out.)

COUNCILLOR LESTER: It was still a boy that came under
the influence of this so-called human being.

LALA: How dare you How dare you call my friend a
so-called human being. How dare you. I accuse you of

.ma'% T t.wt.bleing a human being to say that. How can we be i
h invited to an organisation that allows that man t :
's ‘ ‘EE l BA'T'H that* i PSST' P;Qﬁ You

have strengthened and reinforced it for generations.
Let’s break the old moulds. For God's sake let’s
find an alternative.

ningful to us when they have denicd
us even selfrespect.

(Pandemonium. Shouts. Laughter. C
GLF: Why are you laughing” o CoMING Sotor
A VOICE: Because it’s funny. G'QL-F"'DANCE’
Qver the wecksnd of the 4th, 5th GLFE: Is it funny that we're angry "
and 6th of June, GLY dtpect Theatre GLF: It’s funny zfyqu don't have to live with it. None
s . - S of you have tasted bitterness.
participated in the Bath Civic (suddenly the shouting stops. In the silence:)
Festival. A VOICE: It’s been a nice little liberal exercise.

(There had been a vote, of course. They had voted

s o e for the motion.)
Two actions were perforued ; a

heavily symbolic libzration invol-
ving the ultimate rejection of con-
ditioning and ojppression by the

? ) D
liberated honosexual, and a rip-=off wrlt S O.U\.(,e

of the Trial Scene from .:lice in

Wonderlend, relative to us. Both ) 'H\, H
yiere extremely effective : visuelly: Ha'm meremi TOWV\, O.“,
as entertainment, and propaganda, K‘hj Qh’ece/ w é /

Qur audience was stereo-typed bour- l k
geoisis, so it was uo 1P surprise 25 “7 = QP m- m.dh‘9 %
ticKeks sop. jrom GLF

that the majority of reaction was
warm and positive.

A Bath GL¥ Group is getting it to-
gether right now !



