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New York

stages a ‘second Stonewall’
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NEW YORK'S Christopher Street rang to the sound
of new rioting on Saturday night as lesbian and gay
men reacted furiously to anti-gay feelings in the
city. Windows were smashed, the American flag
burnt, and cars overturned and set alight, exactly
twenty years on from the original Stonewall

Riots.

New Yorkers were once again confronted with the spectre
of thousands of gays taking their anger onto the city streets.

The riot began, appropriately
enough, at the Stonewall Inn,
scene of the watershed events of
1969, More than 2,000 lesbians
and gay men had gathered at the
Inn for a light-hearted re-
enactment of the original riot.
As part of the event, members
of the crowd spilled onto 7th
Avenue and held up the traffic
Tempers  frayed  amongst
drivers. and one, screaming
anti-gay slogans, drove his car
into the crowd, injuring four

people.
Snapped

The crowd snapped. Furious
men and women beat against
the car, which sped off down
Christopher Street pursued by a
mob, Stopped at an intersec-
tion, the driver and his two
passengers fled from the car,
running to a nearby theatre
where they hid.

When the crowd caught up
with the car, they smashed it
apart, later burning it out, and
then surrounded the theatre.
The police arrived, and
managed to remove the car's
occupants, taking them to the
nearby 6th Precinct, but a
thousand-strong crowd
followed.

The crowd remained peaceful,
if angry, until Deputy Inspector
Julia’ Thompson, Commander
of the 6th Precinct, announced

that : ““This was not an anti-gay
biasincident, and the car owners
will not be charged with such an
offence.”

‘Sensitised’

Again lesbians and gay men
reacted with fury. They smashed
windows in the police station,
and burnt the American flag, as
more gay men and lesbians
arrived on the scene. Eventually,
the police agreed to charge the
driver with a hit-and-run offence,
though at no point did they at-
tempt to arrest any of the
demonstrators. Other incidents
of window-breaking and car-
wrecking occurred throughout
the night.

By Sunday morning, the
damage to Christopher Street
had been repaired, and the city
was able to assess the impact of
the mini-riot. Gabriel Rotello,
Editor of Outweek, New York's
new gay newspaper, pointed to
the differences that twenty years
had made:

* Laws were obviously broken
on Saturday night, but the only
ones arrested were the car-
drivers. New York's police have
become sensitised to the lesbian
and gay movement, and were
warned not to provoke trouble.
Twenty years on, and with the
advent of ACT-UP here, we no
longer play the passive role.”

PRIDE RIOTS

Parade passes the site
of Stonewall

Norma Isaacs, 88, and her son passing the site of the original Stonewall Riots last Sunday. They joined a
record 200,000 New Yorkers celebrating Pride, who followed a * Lavender Line' down Sth Avenuetoa
giant fireworks display over the Hudson river. (Photo AP)




Friday June 30th Capital Gay 1 1

y

MORE than 25,000 people
filled Kennington Park to bulg-
ing point at this year's Pride 89

Despite one of the dullest March
routes in living memory, 18,500
men and women celebrated
their sexuality by walking from
Hyde Park to Kennington Park
in  sweltering temperatures,
joining thousands more
gathered for the Carnival.

Hundreds of stalls jostled for
attention, whilst the Market
R | Tavern beer tent helped slake
& o | thirsts.

The police kept a low profile
throughout, making cight arrests
for public order and drugs
offences.

(Photos Gordon Rainsford,
Chris Woods, and Wanda
Goldwag.)
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Forty years a dyke, and still running well
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CHECK OUT The ISH OF &
THE DAY AT. . .

WHO NEEDS
QUEENS ANYWAY ?

Or Greenwch Village

Or uptown Manhattan®

Steph’s is open right
here in London

It's heaven for the gay
gourmet. fine food,
super service, and
gorgeous guys

And ir's right n the heart
of the West End

In fact, it’s handier for

Queens than Second

Avenue

LIVEINMANAGER 5 o1 OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK, PLUS
“for busy gay hotel §, 01 TI4E0E6 RESTAURANT SUNDAY LUNCH, ROY'S IS . ..
outside London | § ey e

Set Menu £12.50.
l'equ i rEd . TO ADVERT[SE IN s :}::;ig b"(;ol: l'rllt 32:::(;6 (though we'll

“EATING OUT” fffffff 206 Fulham Road, London SW10.

RESTAURANT e 01-352 6828/351 0278

Please send CV to:

| samomsengoSRulCy . ||| PHONE NEIL ON 278 3764
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PASSION IN PARADISE

SATURDAYS
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| Go-go
' boys
beat
i the sun

Fg GO-GO boys Mark Brand and
' Simon Orion braved the heat of
the Pride celebrations at Ken-
2 nington Park to dance for four
hours in aid of London Light-
house. Eager volunteers helped
towel them down during their
permitted breaks, as the two men
sweated to raise £233.64 from
their sponsors, Centaur, the
rubber and leather company
They were joined in the evening
by drag entertainer Zsarday

(NEAR MILE END TUBE)

562+ MILEEND ROAD

Gwen Guthrie

Pride 89
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ENTER-
TAINERS

Amongst the many
banners carried on
this vyear's Pride
Parade were '
following:

Fags agunst Poll Tax: London Lesbuan &
Gay Centre: Gay Sweatshop: Out & Proud
on Pepys Estste: Wages Due Lestiany
Staffordsture Prde: Gay Love Rights: Hath
Students. Leshian & Gay Soc: New Cross
Cirde Club: Market Tavern: Gay and
Leshian Humanit Assocation: North West
Campuign for Lestian & Gay Rights: Wewnt
minster & Pimiico Owt & Prowd: Roval
Oak, Hammersmith: Brighton  Lesbuan
Line: Bolton Lestian & Gay Youth Group
Newoanstle  Lesbuan Line Houmbow
Lesban & CGay Action: Brothers and
Sisters: Jewnsh Lestuan & Gay Group: West
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NOW IN TWO GREAT LONDON LOCATIONS!

OPENING 1st JULY 1989

Our new store at 176 Ifield Road, SW10,
featuring our world lamous leather and rubber
collections, together with a dazzling selection
of casual and sporiswear. Open 11am to 7pm
Monday lo Saturday, Telephone 01-244-6900.
10% olf on production of this advert {durlng
the firs! week only)
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al 75 Great Eastern Streel,
EC2, Telephone 01-739 0202
open Monday to Thursday 11
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r SMY\ ‘~ ory ' “ '
] f % 2| &, Friday 11-8, Saturday 11-
* 10.30. New calalogue

available £2.50.
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EXPECTATIONS...

CLUB
MEDITERRANEAN
New Disco

OPENING NIGHT

Friday 30th June
and every Friday
9pm-—-2am

FREE BARBEQUE

-

presenting

ZEKI -

Male Turkish Belly Dancer

Music Presenter —

RITU

Entry £3 at LL&GC, 69 COWCROSS STREET, EC1 y)




