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At least 20 queerbashed as homophobia shows itself alive and well in Brlxton

THE Pride Trust is
coming under pres-
sure to move next
year's festival out of
Brixton after an other-
wise hugely success-
ful day was marred
by violent assaults on
lesbians and gay men.

One man was knocked
unconscious by a gang
armed with baseball bats as
he was leaving Brockwell
Park. He is in danger of los-
ing the hearing in one ear.
The gang attacked at least
10 other people in the same
street, while Capital Gay
has received additional
accounts of seven other vio-
lent incidents.

According to the reports
received by this newspaper, at
least 20 lesbians and gay men
were the victims of violent
attacks in Brixton on Saturday.
Reports of homophobic abuse
screamed at festival-goers on
their way from Brixton tube sta-
tion to Brockwell Park have
been 100 numerous (o count.

T'he most serious incidents
occurred in Dalberg Road,
which runs parallel to the main
road between Brixton tube and
Brockwell Park. In attacks
widely reported in the national
media, two separate male cou-
ples were hospitalized after
being attacked by a gang of five
or six youths armed with base-
ball bats and truncheon-like
weapons. Police have appealed
for help in tracing the youths,
one of whom is believed to be
white and the rest black.

It has emerged, however,
that there were at least four and
possibly five more, virtually
identical, attacks in the same
road at around the same time.
The assaults, all of which were
accompanied by anti-gay abuse,
took place at a time when
police were supposed to be
patrolling the area.

Capital Gay has also identi-
fied the following incidents:

@ two gay men were called “bat-
tymen” and pelted with bricks
in Rattray Road at 4.30pm;

®a leshian was punched in the
face in a nearby street at the
same time, and a gay man was
threatened with a baseball bat;
®a barrage of anti-gay abuse
from local people led to fist
fights outside the Tate Library;
®a gay man was subjected to a
homophaobic assault in Brock-

well Park in the course of the
afternoon;
®a straight man who had
attended the festival with gay
friends was accosted on Brixton
Hill at 830pm by a gang of
around five youths who asked
him if he was gay then punched
him in the face;
e three gay men were attacked
by a man wielding a thick card-
board tube in central Brixton
while leaving the festival.
Although Brixton's senior
police officer, Chief Superinten-
dent Bill Wilson, issued a state-
ment at the weekend deploring
assaults committed on the
grounds of prejudice, most of

the victims complained bitterly
about slow or non-existent
police responses on the day.
One of the victims of the
Dalberg Road gang said offi-
cers on the beat were initially
unhelpful, in spite of the blood
ing down his face. One of
the men attacked in Rattray
Road said a police officer
refused to help him, even when
he pointed out the house from
which the attacker had come.
Officers staffing phone lines
at Brixton police station were
scarcely more helpful. The
straight man attacked on Brix-
ton Hill reported his assault and
warned the police that queer-

bashers were operating. How-
ever, the officer who took the
call did not even ask the man's
name, and a police esman
said on Tuesday *he was
unaware of the incident.

The Pride Trust, which
issued a statement regretting
that “a small number of homo-
phobic attacks took place as

fe were leaving the park”,
is now likely to face pressure to
find a new location for next
year's event.

One of the gay men attacked
in Dalberg Road, himself a
Brixton resident, said his faith
in the area as a multicultural
centre had been completely

Bashings mar Pride

shattered. “I don’t think Pride
should be here next year. My
attack was bad enough, but two
days later I recejved further
abuse when a bunch of
teenagers started singing (the
anti-gay Buju Banton song)
Boom Bye-Bye at me. Either
we've got to get over this or get
Pride out of here,” he said.

Last year, a group of gay res-
idents in Brixton held a series of
meetings about the perceived
rise in homophobic abuse and
assaults in the wake of Pride.
“It’s all very well 150,000 peo-
ple coming here for the day,
having a nice time and going
home again, and then telling us

to stand firm against homopho-
bia,” one of the group said this
week. “We're the ones that
have to put up with it for the
rest of the year.”

A Pride Trust representa-
tive said that problems with the
authorities controlling the rest
of London’s parks mean it is
likely to be extremely difficult
to find a viable alternative to
Brockwell Park.

Police are appealing for wit-
nesses (o the Dalhcrg Road
attacks. Anyone with informa-
tion should contact Brixton CI1D
on 071 326 1212 or the gay
police liaison group GALOP on
071 233 0854.

Bigger and better than ever

Lots more Pride: see centre spread
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siand family alowm:

AST year's Pride

was so successful

that organizers were
understandably reluc-
tant to predict that this
year’s 25th anniversary
celebrations would be
bigger and better than
ever. But with Pride 94
breaking all records, no-
one need have worried.

For starters, there was the
weather. If any more proof
is needed that God is a les-
bian, look no further than
last Saturday’s blue skies. In
a marked change from the
rest of the summer’s miser-
able weather so far, the sun
beat down throughout the
afternoon leaving tens of
thousands of lesbians and
gay men sunburned, sweaty
and happy.

After the Pride Trusl s con-
certed drive to win the parade
an unmissable route through
Central London and to encour-
age people not just to attend the

festival in the afternoon, as
many as 70,000 people turned
up in Hyde Park to take part in
the highest profile Pride march
ever. Celebrity speakers were
on hand to give marchers a
rousing send-off, and the facility
of a stage and sound system
meant organizers were able for
the first time to arrange a
minute's silence in memory of
those lost to AIDS and victims
of queerbashings.

The reaction of the crowds in
Central London showed that
Pride is becoming more of an
attraction than an inconvenience
for the general public. Smiling
bystanders in Piccadilly Circus,
Haymarket and Trafalgar
Square waved back as line upon
line of whooping, whistle-blow-
ing queens and dykes in various
stages of undress sashayed past
in the sunshine. As ong of the
few national newspapers which
bothered to mention Pride put
it, homophobia may be alive and
well but it appeared to have
taken the day off.

The same could not be said
for Brixton, where festival-
goers were taunted and

harangued as they made their
way to Brockwell Park. But for
most of the record 160,000 peo-
ple who took part in the post-
parade festivities, this was
merely a minor irritant. Danc-
ing, shopping, splashing around
in the Lido, drinking or simply
crashing out on the grass, les-
bian and gay Britain took the
place over in style.

On the main stage, surprise
acts D:Ream and Holly John-
son joined the billed performers
playing on into the evening,
which concluded with a stun-
ning firework display.

Bucket-shakers at
entrances to the park ma
to raise just over £46,000 to help
pay for the event, well up on
last year’s £30,000 but falling
slightly short of the £50,000 the
Pride Trust had hoped for.

Lambeth Council, which is
responsible for Brockwell Park,
congratulated the Pride Trust
on “one of the best and most
professionally ized events
in the country”. The Trust has
extended its thanks to all those
who helped make Pride 94 “the
biggest and best ever™.
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ABOVE Huffty: butch enough

ABOVE RIGHT Remembering 256
years since Stonewall

RIGHT Dyke drummers leading
the march from Hyde Park
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HOTELS
ADMIRAL’S COURT SPAIN-GAY T
g for
i TORREMOLINOS h ,
Exchisive gay double vilas. somewhere to stay?
rivate grounds and poo For the perfect
i by g holiday, simply
£300 for2 week.
i) mrii phone one of
Tel: 0101-305 462 5072 071-916 7506 our hotels.
Fax: 0101-305 763 8863 EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Brighton BRIGHTON (0273) 685193 |  WaN |V ISy J A =B YAV Y|
NNECTION
Court Craven CATNAPS wi% x) F:i ©
Hotel Private Guest House WEpetriahes 3
23 UPPER ROCK GARDENS Zarguars Buas 21 ATLINGWORTH STREET,
BRIGHTON, SUSSEX, BN2 1E WHY PAY MORE? BRIGHTON
Al bedrooms have Colour TV, sherm clock
ANTITUEDATEY | |GETTWESESTFORLESS | | EXCLUSVELY FOR GAYS
b g T Phaer WS reom good quality B&B in a friendly
mm m m |Voted Sy"m”:ﬁ ':‘:'Md of the Yoar, and relaxed atmosphere
i : For further information call
e e B 0 Weekends: é;dm:f?w £ i ulk:olmoanhlm For information »‘Il\(l’h(unhn\(l
BR'GHTON 0273—600006 Wmmboubleﬂm;[ﬁ:nngl: - Prices from - call DAVID or ERIC
and 0831-248 361 0273 607710 £33 double, £34 twin, £17 single (010) + (31) 20 625 74 12
BB LONDON | BARRINGTON'S
stay in the centre at —— PRIVATEHOTEL ——

EXCLUSIVELY GAY

Free Steam Room

Wed, Fri, Sat eves
MANY-SINGLE ROOMS

ALPHA LODGE HOTEL

19 New Steine,
Brighton BN2 1PD

DERRICK OR CHARLES
Tel: (0273) 609632

COWARD’S

Guest House -

12 Upper Rock Gardens
Brighton BN2 1QE
Exclusively Gay
Pleasantly Furnished
En-suite or Showers in all rooms
Close to Sea, Clubs and Bars.

CONCESSIONS TO CLUBS

Ring Gerry or Cyril
on Brighton

(0273) 692677

Philbeach
Hotel

30-31 PHILBEACH GARDENS
EARL'S COURT, LONDON SW5
Central location in the heart of

* London close to pubs and venues

ACCLAIMED WILDE ABOUT OSCAR GARDEN
RESTAURANT. OPEN SEVEN EVENINGS A
WEEK FROM 7PM TO 12 MIDNIGHT.

(24 reception)
Tel: 071-373 1244/4544
Fax: 071-244 0149

76 GRAND PARADE
BRIGHTON BN2 2JA
Opposite Royal Pavilion
' Luxury Rooms « Showers
Remote control Colour TV
Radios and Intercom
Full English Breakfast
Licensed Lounge Bar

The nearest hotel (2 mins) to
Brighton's night club Revenge

BED & BREAKFAST
FROM £16.00 PEx rERSON

Ring Barry
0273 604182
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LEFT Hot girls on a hotday ABOVE Pride fatigue
RIGHT Chrome zone BELOW Surprise guest Holly Johnson
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SEX
WORRIES?

071 377 7306/7

TOP LEFT Momma's chandelier
TOP RIGHT Signer, main stage
ABOVE Boy George

RIGHT Leather lives on

BELOW Flying the flag for
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ABOVE Brockwell Park on Sunday: the morning after the day before
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