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. i i C 't thi d urselves good or positive was ever heard on the with them in a ‘sympathetic’ (OK, not to
e b:iary Whl;:ieho;n:ew:::sau:x:ﬂ;t:‘net \:fi‘:l? t:l:a:h;narﬁ:;lzs‘;:y‘??ncem . media about gay life. All that was known say condescending) way. ;
g{po ;gamsa_bt:n s h = But that But the gay callers who bombarded about homosexuality stemmed from camp _All in all though, from a dr?ma_lt_xc aspect
is ju;t lxm;ﬁe‘:d ?:oyu‘:;es?t?wel::ks Thames Television with complaints had comedians or, as in this case, psychopathic this film, produced especially for

o i murderers. The letter went on: “Enough showing, deserved a screening. The charac-
ago, when the Sunday Times reported that ?a"rl:r:gf: ta ;E:y‘:ﬁ?:f:::;&: gﬂ: and  prejudice already exists against homosexual ters were not all the stereotypes one might
ITV were to screen an episode of ‘Police decidad it' wat OK. women and men; screening ‘The Rnppel:’_ have expected—no more so, anyway, than
Story’ called ‘The Ripper’. It is interesting to note also that when can do nothing but harm on this score. the stereotype hets portrayed in ‘Corona-

The Gay Representation Action Group Tom rang Ms Whitehouse she apparently But w!len it came to .lt, both the g::d . tion Street’. i rttier b g
(GRAG) and Ms Whitehouse agreed that said: “Good for you. More power to your organisation and Ms Whitehouse de<:lxi ed to - Our'her'o/cop t? er lon! I3
this programme, which was put out on elbow.” adopt a low profile—in case the publicity liberal attnu(:l?” at th e_cogc t:mog A
Wednesday November 6, was likely to be A press release from GRAG stated: “At  they received did more harm than good in episode :hen - u:l.ms w hcil de;l eewas
objectionable—though undoubtedly for risk of giving this odious programme a giving the programme a larger auc_her‘lice gxﬂfnenedo%%h A oh“v;i: cfts - | i
very different reasons. bigger audience than it might have had, we  than it would normally have received. perturb e ah ut w e do Pmmrostitute

The programme dealt with a series of think it’s worth bringing our objections to And t_he programme itself? lt_was ) grow uno(l oqloioex tix tn;fgle. prosti
murders in which all the victims were gay public attention. Gay people can do without patronising, yes; it was badly written in the  etc) but told his lover a.thc “(mtsins wﬂhngﬁml
men. this kind of unnecessary sensationalistic American-cop series ilk, yes; but the to take that chance . . . withou l e,

Tom Robinson, of GRAG, rang Mary portrayal in the media."” comments we have heard from gays and the film would have been a whole lot
prior to the programme being screened and And GRAG's objections were outlined hets al;ke point to the fact that it was not better. L e R
she agreed that this country could do in a letter to Mr J Weltman, the Head of offensive. It did have a heterosexual sub- So, }vhat ‘was e 4 ortint s
without programmes of this kind and IBA Programme Services. The letter pointed plot interwoven around the gay murders— GRAG's actions u;er_e very 1mp: e lrsoAm
promised to do what she could. out that this episode of ‘Police Story’ had presumably just to remind viewers that a political point of view. lt: made t e'torin

Tom told us further: “We then phoned been deeply offensive to many homosexual  thar sort of thing exists! ) aware that a gay organisation is m':)mh g
Thames on her behalf and were told that viewers in the US, and was likely to be so On the positive sxde', the hero/cop chief thg: mednp and, hopefully, will make them
‘“The point could be taken in a boomerang in this country. did bring up topics which the majority of think twice when the next gay programme
sort of way' (that the programme would be It explained that the group had been ITViewers have probably never heard Crops up.
offensive to homosexual viewers) but that formed because its members felt nothing about—such as homophobia—and he dealt

;‘cep.t's CHE
invitation

LONDON: An international telegram
caused quite a ripple of excitement at

Gay News' offices when it arrived on the
weekend of the CHE Trafalgar Square rally.

It read simply “WOULD LOVE TO
ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION-DAVID
CASSIDY."” As we reported last issue, a
telegram had been sent to David asking him
to speak at the rally.

The telegram might have caused even
more excitement if it had been sent by
David rather than, as it turned out, an
anonymous wise guy from New York's
Gay Switchboard!

 Zapped
where it hurts

MIAMI: Members of the Transsexual Action
Organisation (TAO) in America have been
campaigning for more freely available sex-
change surgery at prices below the $5,000
at present charﬁed for some operations.
When TAO heard that 25,000 surgeons
were to attend a congress in Miami organised
by the American College of Surgeons, they
thought it was too good a chance to miss.
“We decided to hit them where it would
make the most impact,” said TAO founder
Angela Douglas. “In the bedroom.”
So TAO pre-op male-to-female trans-

sexuals cruised the bars of the main hotels » /’ . g A
where congress delegates were staying, Y
picking up surgeons. It was only when the CH 0 0 S E 0 { /r/‘,

mc(iics glot tllncir new-found girl friends back 7
to their hotel rooms that they discovered the 1\ / 7
package came complete with male genitals. NN A' | .
One surgeon from Philadelphia, after c ANGE T -_—
spending over $30 wining and dining a HE
pre-op at one of the nicer restaurants, was >
reported to have gone into shock when he L_A W — |
got the ‘girl’ back to his room at the Dorral : 1
Hotel. *'I was completely amazed,"” he said, b, 1
when he got over the surprise. *“I was
absolutely certain she was a woman."”
TAO also reports that post-op male-to-
female transsexuals were busy proving to

surgeons that the results of the operation Pictured is a group of gays who rook part in the law reform rally held in London recently. Our exclusive photo special on the day
can be quite satisfactory for all concerned. appears on page 5. Photograph: Peter Harrap (Report, London) |
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Photo Speclal

Demanding our

LONDON: A collage of photographs taken at the 2 2,500-strong CHE rally which took place
in London on November 2. It shows gays gathering in Trafalgar Square and marching
down Whitehall to [)ownmg Street. The magnificent banners demand law reform, as did
the jubilant, chanting dcmonstrators (See full rcporl of the rally in GN58).
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