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NEWS

LONDON: More than one
thousand gay men and
women reached Hyde Park
Corner at the end of a one
and a quarter hour march
through central London to
mark the opening of Gay
Pride Week in Britain.

Over the same weekend there
were marches in America, Holland,
Germany, France and—for the

first time—Spain. A number of

American and European groups
combined demonstrations against
Anita Bryant, the Florida evan-
gelist, with their parades.

In London there was a new air
of cheerful comradeship on this
year's march. At the head of the
procession, men and women
jogged and danced along behind
a steel band. whilst those towards
the rear cheered, clapped and
chanted to show their high spirits.
Wisecracks from onlookers were
returned by the demonstrators
with laughing defiance.

Chief Supt Kelly, officer in
charge of the police who accom-
panied the procession, told Gay
News: “‘It's been very well be-
haved. No trouble at all. We're
very happy with it."”

What did spectators think of it
all? A young man watching from
outside the shoe shop where he
worked thought it was: “Terrible

doesn’t do our business any
good at all,” A strange reaction
from a shoe-seller to a shuffling
procession of two thousand feet
on tarmac!

And a taxi driver in his 30s,
held up by the march: *What do |
think of it? 1 think they're all
poofs—1 dunno.”

But it was

left to a young

Dutch couple to sum it all up: “‘In
Holland we don’t have this prob-
lem. What you are after is normal
with us.”

alwegry

marchers still managed to lind the encryy to

Discos

DISCOS—the favourite social
standby of any gay conference,
Pride Week, or local group or-

ganising  committee—were as
plentiful as ever during Pride
Week.

After the march there was a

special Gay Pride Week disco at
the Hanover Grand, where Liber-
ties hold their regular Friday night
event.

A good many people preferred
to join the fun at this more pri-
vate affair than to walk the pub-
lic streets of London. But a good
many of the stalwart plodders
found their way here as well, and
still found the energy to dance
through to the small hours of
Sunday morning.

Gay women held their own
disco (organised by Sappho) at
the Sols Arms, whilst a rock disco
was simultaneously staged at
Hampstead Town Hall. Some en-
thusiasts even managed to attend
more than one disco that night.

join in the Gas

Pride disco at the Hanover Grand Hotel

Picnics

AFTER THE MARCH there was
an impromptu picnic in Hyde
Park. The plastic carrier bags with
Union flags and “Woolworth'’s"
on them, which marchers had
been clutching all the way from
the Victoria Embankment to the
park, held bottles of wine, sand-
wiches, beer, strawberries and
cakes.

Famphlet and magazine sellers
ran into trouble with the police
and park regulations, but by and
large the good humour remained
with the large crowd seated on the
grass.

But if the Hyde Park picnic
was the largest of Pride Week, it
certainly wasn't to be the last.
Each lunchtime there were picnics
arranged in various parts of Lon-
don throughout the rest of the
week. One enterprising band even
took their sandwiches to the
centre of the roundabout at the
southern end of Waterloo bridge.
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First and Third Wednesday in each month

Unicorn DISCOTHEQUE

Unicorn Club, Lake Street, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, The Home Counties Premier Gay Rendezvous

Three Bars « « Frequent Star Cabaret

8—1am

Snack Bar « Top Seunds and Light

Admission 50p

photograph was taken from the back of the Gay Switchboard truck
which carried a Steel Band. On the right are pictures of the picnic at
Hyde Park (top) after the march and a lunchtime picnic held on Water-
loo Roundabout during Gay Pride Week.
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