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New style,new look, new feeling.

O
A complete restyle cut dried as you like—at no extra charge
when you experience ODIQFOT, the new conditioning
permanent wave from Wella
Living in London you are constantly under pressure to keep your
hair looking its best — despite attacks by city gnme, and the need
to change your style as fashions change.
So take advantage of this offer, only at these Alan International
salons, when you show this advertisement
l1a Hay Hill, Mayfair. 01-409 1010/1
Penta Hotel, 91 Cromwell Road,
Kensington. 01-373 7755

ter closes Sth August 1978

INTERNATIONAL
HAIRDRESSING

PEKING

CHINESE RESTAURANT
368-370 KINGS ROAD, SW3

01-352 6797

Peking Duck

Pacific Prawns

Chicken in Soya Bean Jam
Parties arranged

Specialities

Gemini Club

SOUTHGATE, HUDDERSFIELD
Tel: Huddersfield 24646

SUPER DISCO — BARS — COCKTAIL LOUNGE
RESTAURANT — COLOUR TV LOUNGE
Monday-Saturday 9pm to 2am  Sunday 9pm to 12pm

SPECIAL EVENTS

Wednesday 16th August
Sensational MALE STRIPTEASE

Wednesday 2nd August
FILM NIGHT “The Ritz"

Wednesday 23rd August
The Fabulous
LEE PARIS & BOBBY CHARLES

Wednesday 9th August
The Fabulous
MR BARRY STEVENS

PARTY WEEKEND Saturday & Sunday August 26th & 27th

GEMINI — THE TOP SIGN IN THE NORTH

Prop: RUDY SCHEJOK —
KEES SWART
BAR — HOTEL
RESTAURANT
OPEN FROM 5pm - 2am
CLOSED ON MONDAY

BEULINGSTRAAT 19
Tel. 24 16 03

AMSTERDAM

Around the corner from DOK
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Well you can’t please everyone

‘Mary’ appalled
to withess shame

“I AM SHOCKED,” said ‘Mary
Whitehouse’ (alias Gay Sweat-
shop’s Alan Pope) to the gay
people who crowded around the
lorry she was using as a platform
at the end of this year's Gay
Pride March in London.

“lI am appalled to see so
many of you here at the climax
of this week of Gay Shame,”
she admonished.

She had “just popped up for
the sales” and had got herself
embroiled in the column of
marching gays who paraded
from Sloane Square, through the
streets of Chelsea and Earls
Court, to a picnic at Shepherds
Bush Green.

Some 900 people started off
on Saturday, July 8, on the one
and a half hour march and the
column grew as the paraded
continued until 1,200 gays
(“about a thousand,” estimated
the police) stretched out behind

the pink triangle of the Gay
Pride banner.
That was followed by the

Gay Switchboard banner, by the
Lesbian Line banner, Sappho,
Wages Due Lesbians, Croydon
CHE, Gays Against the Nazis,
Lewisham CHE, CHE Young
London, Gay Teachers Group
and others from York, Birming-
ham, Leicester, Aberdeen,
Cardiff, Newcastle, and even as
far away as Paris.

Dragon

Near the front of the colum
was a pink and black carnival
dragon—although, from the look
of its face, it could have been a
very long duck.

There were banners declar-
ing “We are nature's children,
too,” “We are the product of
heterosexuals,” and *“I like
licentious dancing."

And songs and chants were
taken up by the mnrchcrsf

“Yes, we are homosexual” (to
the tune of *“Yes, we have no
bananas"), “Give us a G . . .
“We're here because we're
queer.”

But, although over 1,000
people from all over the country
joined the parade, there was
something missing.

No band
The first thing missing was

the steel band that had faith-
fully led last year's Pride March
and the enormously successful
NGNDC (National Gay News
Defence  Committee) Rally
earlier this year

It just did not turn- up.

And it rained. It rained hard
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as the marchers lined up around
the corner from Sloane Square

watched by employees of WH
Smith's who peered from the

upper windows of the com-
pany's Sloane Square branch,
There was a carnival at-

mosphere as the parade set off
into the square and down the
Kings Road, accompanied by
approximately 80 police
officers.

Members of this year's Gay
Pride Committee had chosen the
route, Don Tyler explained to
GN, to take the demonstration
through Chelsea and Earls Court
which *“could be considered the
gay ghetto of London,” and
they wanted to protest at “‘the
recent police harassment at The
Coleherne.”

Not keen

Police liaison officers had not
been keen about the route be-
cause of what they said would
be traffic problems. But the Gay
Pride Committee insisted.

But it is debatable whether
the march was welcomed by
those gays who frequent the
“‘gay ghetto.”

Shoppers in Kings Road
stopped and stared, some smiling,
some shouting predicable witti-
cisms about vaseline. Then the
marchers turned into the back
streets to the next main road,
Fulham Road, and then on to
Old Brompton Road and past
The Boltons and The Coleherne
public houses,

Patrons of the two well-
known gay pubs did not seem
pleased.

People stood grim-faced on
the pavement outside The Cole-
herne. One man shouted angrily:

“Can’t you think of anything
better to do on a Saturday after-
noon?"

Empty

The parade marched past,
turning away from the gay pubs
and proceeding up Warwick
Road. But once across Cromwell
Road, the marchers were into
empty streets.

“Isn't there a more derelict
area we could have walked
through?" shouted one.

The point of the march had
been made and people were
just walking to reach the end of
the route. It left some of the

marchers feeling vaguely
demoralized.
Shepherds Bush Green wel-

comed the parade with a food
tent, to provide the wherewithal
for picnics, but there was no
music. There was still no band.

This year’s Gay Pride March
left a mixed feeling in many
people. It did draw gay marchers
from all over the country and
it did demonstrate that Gay
Pride is alive.

Anti-climax

But the anti-climax of walk-
ing the empty streets at the end
of the route was depressing, said
Don Tyler.

“We wanted to avoid central *

London this time,” he said, “‘but
we won't be using this route
again. And the weather was un-
fortunate. We could possibly
have had another one thousand
people out if the weather had
been better.”

There was too the fact that
the NGNDC Rally earlier this
year diverted a lot of organizing
energy from Gay Pride Week.
The Gay Pride Committee was
unable to start concentrating on
the Gay Pride March until very
late in the year.

Floats sank

“We had been hoping to get
floats organized but one by one
the people org.mlunl. them
dropped out,” Don added. “The
final straw was when the steel
band didn't arrive."

“We're aiming for something
bigger next year.”

And to nukc sure that (.Jy
Pride '79 is “something bigger,”
work is going to start early. The
first meeting to begin planning
for next year will take place at
Oval House in Kennington Oval,
London SEll, on September 4
at 7.30pm.

“Anybody is
come to that,"”

welcome to
said Don.

AT THE SUNDOWN

157 CHARING CROSS RD.LONDON - NEXT
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