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This year’s Carnival Parade
leaves Hyde Park — assemble
from 1pm for a 2pm start. The
biggest ever Pride Carnival will
happen in Kennington Park
'til sundown.

Non-stop all star
entertainment on Two Stages,
Disco Marquee, Women’s
Disco, The Stonewall Market
with over 180 Stalls, Food
Stalls, Licensed Bars, Cafe and
Human Gyroscope!

Come along and celebrate
20 years of lesbian and gay
PRIDE!

 THE COMMITTEE IS GRATEFUL TO THE OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF PRIDE 'S89

| - P“l COLIN PETERS TELE %GA

The originators of gay telephone dating
BANG S ) o
| 0898 777 323 R 0898 662 N7
\ Liaison for Men Liaison for Women
I

LONDON 0898 777 305 0898 662 331

Just dial and listen
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A CENTRE Fonwm PEOPLE FACING THE CHALLENGE or AlDS

London Lighthouse thanksall the
lesbians and gay men who have
supported the centre and sends greetings
to everyone celebrating Pride *89

All groups are free of ch:

GROUPS FORPEOPLELIVING WITH
HIV,ARCAND AIDS

This S{ihl{}lcr London Lighthouse 1s offering thcﬂtbﬁi-)wing:
"+ SUPPORT GROUPSFOR: .+

GAY MEN
'y .3,1,.:‘ ® ; ;
PEOPLE WHO HAVE [BST DISCOVERED FTIAT THEY HAVE HIV

limited number of places

For more information i ndon Lighthouse Group
Information Service befween ¥ 30pnr and 9pm, Monday to Friday, or call Milton
Brown between 9. £200. London Lighthouse,

0T.

TO THE LIGHTHOUSE
A Sponsored Cycle Ride for
The London Lighthouse and The Landmark

SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER

London to Polesden Lacey — a National Trust country estate

in Surrey’s North Downs, with Tea, cakes and ale on the lawn. LAMBETH ﬂﬂl/r 704/ 6”/ 6)[[ f

r—————-—--——-----------

i To The Lighthouse
IName

:Address

I

i

I

IPlease send me:

'chislr;uinn Pack, Sponsor form & Badge ....... £5
To The Lighthouse 3 colour T-shirt XL............ £6.95
To The Lighthouse cotton cycling cap .............: £3
Black & Neon Lycra cycling shorts SM L ........ £19.95

| Black & Neon Lycra cycling longs SML......... £22.95

PAOEBRIRIET. . e g Bt ans s sestonsusssosaives &3

JARCrNOON TEATICKEL. ..o sosveresorsosarsssossensensnerasesss £2.50

| Combined Lunch & Tea Ticket .......cc.ccoucueneneen &5

I Donation to To The Lighthouse.............c..........

T e et et SO e AL S et

I plan to raise in sponsorship
lPlease make cheques payable to TO THE LIGHTHOUSE

II understand that this event is not a race but a fun ride and all

ous; I accept that the organisers, The Lighthouse and The

'L;mdmark cannot be held responsible for personal injury, acci-
:dcnl. loss, damage or public liability.
lSigncd Date

(Parent or guardian if under 16)

Isend completed form to: To The Lighthouse, 5 Tasman
IRoad, London, SW9 9LZ. Tel: 01 622 0422

lridcrs must observe the Highway Code. Cycling can be danger-
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Pride, they teach you at school, is one of the deadly sins.
And it's not so difficult to understand what they mean - the
smug self-satisfaction that prompts the like of chief consta-
ble Anderton to spout about cesspits is a prime example of

how pride can become deadly.

But the Pride we are celebrating is very different - a
Pride that insists upon our right to a visible existence.
It's a Pride that was born, 20 years ago this year, when the
police in New York raided one gay bar too many. And
every year, despite the obstacles and the laws thrown at us,
its a Pride that shouts its name yet louder.

On the following pages we take a glance at just some
of the high and low points in 20 years of lesbian and gay

liberation.......

It was Friday 27 June 1969, the day they
buried Judy Garland. Neil McKenna
recounts the birth of Gay Liberation.

Deputy Inspector Seymour Pine
and his eight detectives from
the NYCPD (Public Morals
Section) had no reason to
believe that tonight's raid on
the gay Stonewall Inn was
going to be any different from
other raids in Greenwich
Village that had led 1o the clos-
ing of two bars. As reason for
raiding the bar the police
claimed that the Stonewall was
selling liquor without a licence
But the patrons of the
Stonewall and other bars in the
Village thought differently
They knew the bars were only
allowed to stay open by
express permission of the
malia.

New York's crime syndi-
cates extorted large sums of
protection money from gay
bars. Any who could, or would
not pay were either 'persuaded’
or closed down after a visit
from Public Morals, who
enforced the Mafia's strangle-
hold on the city's gay bars

The raid on the Stonewall
was brief and businesslike, The
police arrested two barmen,
three drag-queens and a les-
bian. The customers were
allowed to leave one-by-one as
the police set about smashing
up the Stonewall a bit. A crowd
of these customers quickly
gathered, augmented by the
people who thronged
Christopher Street and Sheridan
Square. As each customer
emerged from the Stonewall,
cries of defiance and cheers
went up from the swelling
crowd.

But the mood of the crowd
changed as the police escorted
the barmen and the drag-
queens to the waiting paddy-
wagon. They booed and
uttered defiant catcalls. A cry
went up to overturn the paddy-

wagon, but it was loaded and
away before this could happen.

The anger subsided only
temporarily, flaring again as the
lesbian was escorted to a patrol
car. She fought the police, man-
aged to break away briefly but
was recaptured and dragged 1o
the car. Sensing the danger
Pine ordered the car away

The jeering crowd had
become an angry mob. Shouts
of 'pigs' and 'faggot cops' went
up accompanied by a hail of
coins and beer bottles.
Hemmed into a small clearing
immediately outside the
Stonewall the police decided to
seek sanctuary inside, bolting
the heavy wooden door against
the crowd outside

From within they could
hear the sound of breaking
glass and the thud of bricks and
cobblestones hurled against the
door, which suddenly flies
open. A rain of missiles pours
into the bar. As police rush to
shut the door, one of them is hit
and starts to bleed.

The police are angry now
Pine rushes out towards the
crowd and grabs a man who he
drags into the bar. The police
secure the door again and beat
the man senseless before hand
cuffing him

Outside the mob is howling
for blood. An uprooted parking
meter is used as a makeshift
battering ram for the door
which flies open again.

The police draw their guns
and one says, "we'll shoot the
first motherfucker that comes
through the door". As they wait
for the mob to surge forward
someone pours lighter fuel
through the broken window - a
match is thrown and the bar is
in flames as police reinforce-
ments arrive. It had lasted
about 45 minutes.

When they woke on
Saturday the gay community of
Greenwich Village found
notices, put up by the
Mattachine Society, the city's
'homophile' organisation,
appealing for calm. But the
atmosphere was tense through-
out the day and violence was to
erupt again that night.

There were an estimated
4,000 gay men, drag queens
and lesbians on the streets that
night. For the next few hours
civil war raged in Greenwich
Village.

The mob fought the police
with everything they had -
molotov cocktails, bricks, cob-
blestones, sticks and parking
meters. Trash cans were set
alight adding to the flashing
sirens of police patrol cars. In
Waverly Place a large block of
concrete landed on the hood of
a patrol car which was sur-
rounded by dozens of men
shaking and pounding it

At the intersection of
Greenwich Avenue and
Christopher street the riot
polite were viciously clubbing
a young gay man. A detach
ment of queens, some in drag,
rushed over screaming "Save
our Sister" and rescued him.

By 3.30am, Sunday morn-
ing, the riot had burnt itself out,
Intermittent small incidents
took place on the next four
nights but the pent-up anger
and fury of the gay community
had been exhausted and
replaced by an emotion they
had never experienced before
Pride.

Gay poet Allen Ginsberg
visited the scene, remarking
that, "You know, the guys there
were so beautiful - they've lost
that wounded that fags all had
10 years ago."

Within a month the first Gay
Liberation Front meeting had
been held in New York. The
rest is history. Commenting on
the significance of Stonewall
just afterwards someone
described it as, "the hairpin
drop heard around the world."

(Reproduced by kind per-
mission of Him magazine.)

'DPV

PRIDE 69-89 ¥ X 4 b

"We want you to enjoy your
pageant”, the chief inspector
told us, explaining why the
policing of the parade will
be 'low key'.

But this means that Pride
needs to steward its own
march - keeping people
close together so that cars
don't attempt to drive
through our ranks, or help-
ing lost children - and that
means we need your help.

We will also need stew-
ards during the carnival in
Kennington Park - all those
lost children will pop up
again no doubt.

The police have been
quite tough in negotiations
over the march this year -
claiming the right to halt the
march if there are insuffi-
cient stewards. You need
Pride, and Pride needs you,
as a steward. To prevent any
problems on the day, please
help by being a steward on
the march.

Think of the advantages.
One, you get to wear a
trendy and very, very

YOU NEED PRIDE

becoming yellow plastic
overshirt. Two, you have a
ready-made excuse to
approach anyone you want
on the march and ask them
silly questions. Three, you
get a free ticket to the Pride
party at the Hippodrome

Convinced? Please
become a Pride steward.

If possible please
come to the Pride
Stewards meeting, at the
Paradise Club in
Islington, on Wednesday
21 June, 8pm.

If you come from out of
London or can't make it to
the meeting then, for the
march: report to the PA sys-
tem near Speakers Corner in
Hyde Park before 1.30pm,
for the carnival: go to the
Pride stall or office at
Kennington Park as soon as
you can - the stall will be
open from 12 noon.
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THE PRIDE '89 T-SHIRT

THIS COLOURFUL SOUVENIR OF THIS YEAR'S PRIDE CARNIVAL IS AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER
ALONG WITH SWEATSHIRTS, ENAMEL BADGES & PRIDE '88 T-SHIRTS

fPost to: The Upper .\'lrccl_liooksh()p, 182 IH)FE Street, Londc ;;-\T_-}
(Name 1
IAddress I
| !
| ]
|Cheques etc. payable to: Pride '89. Please tick (for one) or insert number required in L i
: White T—shirt MQ 10 xid £6.50 inc p&p :
I Black T—shirt I s xal £6.50 inc p&p I
s ; . o A R A I
| Sweatshirt (white) XL £15.50 inc p&p i
: *Enamel Badge (limited edition) J £3.00 post free :
| Pride '88 T-shirt L £3.00 inc p&p I
: ‘.\rnd order to arrive before 23rd June 'r()["ll L :

L———_—-——--———_———-——————————————-‘
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THE GAY & LESBIAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

of hum:

iTS

opring Lane, Kenilwort!

JEWISH GAY & LESBIAN GROUP
Weekly social & r~Vioious events
Details: BM IGLG. Lone oo, WCIN 3XX

Telephonc . « 8 2955

BRGG

EAST KENT GAY GROUP
PO Box 40
Canterbury,

Information and Helpline
Thanet 588762 Tuesday
7.30-10pm

[OH L'AMOUR..... |

HOUNSLOW LESBIAN AND GAY GROUP- I

-STAND UP FOR YOUR LOVE RIGHTS

Call Andy/Tony 01 568 8169 or
Caroline/Ton 01 577 6773

For QUALITY LESBIAN VERSE by
Christine Donald; Gillian Hanscombe;
Suniti Namjoshi; Marg Yeo

Write to: Jezebel Tapes & Books,
PO Box 12, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2XH

"Being a dyke is the best life for any
women keen on self-respect."Gill
Hanscombe, a founder member of
Onlywomen Press, explains why.

It's 20 years old this year," she

explained, meaning Pride, "so if

you could write something
about what's changed, or how
things are now."

God, I thought, she's asking
me because I'm one of the old
ones. I must have a historical
perspective - though 20 years
ago | hadn't even discovered
the Gateways, let alone Pride.

But yes, there have been
changes. It didn't take long for
'gay’ to mean male, so they
added 'lesbhian', and then the
dykes wanted a celebration not
a march. And 1 know we all
fudged where we had to, for
solidarity's sake, against the
common enemy - how to
explain to gay men, for exam-
ple, that 'women-only' doesn't
mean the same as 'men-only',
or how to explain to onlookers
that lesbian feminists choose
what we are, we recommend it,
we want (o promote it.

Livingstone's GLC came and
went, but the funding seeded
many dyke projects.
Onlywomen Press got born and
remains. Sunitit Namjoshi and |
set up Jezebel Tapes in 1986 to
promote lesbian verse, and that
too is still going strong,.

And Sappho is still there,
and Gay Sweatshop, and the

Lesbian History Group, and the
bookshops and meetings, and
the ubiquitous discos.

Many of us have had chil-
dren and will go on having
them, despite section 28 and in
defiance of both Thatcherism
and Kinnock's family promo-
tions,

And we've laid enough cul-
tural foundations to be able to
find each other when we want
to, and to be able to avoid les-
bian porn, lesbian SM and les-
bian-anything-else we may find
disgraceful.

Being a dyke is the best life
for any women keen on self-
respect. I regret nothing about
choosing it.

And we're geared up just
fine for another 20 years of les-
bian books, films, music, par-
ties, discussions, ge )SSIPS, scan-
dals, polemic, politics and pro-
motion.

Good, if they ask me when
I'm old about the last 40 years
of Lesbian Pride maybe by then
one of the royals will have
come out and Valerie Singleton
will have stopped saying 'no'.

T

Young and Old, Out and Proud, John Beeson
and Howard Johnson were both alive in 1969.

1969 was the year I came to London. Out of the blue my father

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
LONDON
WELCOMES EVERYONE
2a Sistova Road, Balham, London,
SWI12 9QT

Service:
7pm Sundays

Pastor:
Rev. Jean White

Tel: 01 675 6761

EVANS - BUTLER - SMITH

SOLICITORS

Proud to support
PRIDE 89

165 Greenwich High Road, London SEI10 8JA
Tel: 01 858 8926 Fax: 0l 8588131

announced that he proposed to remarry and move from our family
home in Nottingham.

In the few months between my father's leaving and my being
booted out by the landlord my German boyfriend, Gerrard, moved
in.

Always a Labour voter I had been pushed further left by the
demonstrations, led by Tariq Ali, in 1968 against the attempts of the
world's richest nation, the US, to bomb back into the Stone Age one
of the world's poorest, Vietnam.

Being evicted (the landlord claimed that he was worried that 1
wouldn't look after the place, but really it was my turning up in an
open top sports car with different men that upset him) seemed to
offer the opportunity to make a complete break and get a job in
London.

But first I spent a month in Malta, being part of the island's
Dolce Vita, and observing Dom Mintoff, then leader of the opposi-
tion, suround himself with a group of fabulous looking young men.

Then it was back to London and its thriving but invisible gay
life. In New York the Stonewall bar incident was taking place,
though I knew nothing of it until Gay Lib started some two years
later. Twenty years on, and now aged 55, I'm still active in the gay
movement, and fit for another 20 years if I'm here to enjoy it.

I don't remember much about 1969, the year of my birth. 1do
recall coming out in 1985, aged 16, though.

My mum discovered that I had a rather unpleasant infection in a
private part of the body. She insisted that 1 explain where 'it' had
come from. As I could hardly claim I picked it up in the bargain
basement at Woolworths, I kept quiet.

“Your're gay aren't you" she shouted, adding, "I didn't want you
to be gay - | wanted to be at your wedding."

"Well, tough luck, ma" I replied and stormed off upstairs.

An uneasy truce lasted a year until 1 brought a friend home one
day.

We had met through a friend at work, and gone to Hyde Park
where we kissed and cuddled. Nobody stopped us

[ took him home for dinner and then we went upstairs and had
just undressed when I heard my dad come in. He stormed upstairs
and told my friend to leave.

He told me I was no son of his and I, oo, had to go.

A short time later I went on my first Pride march. It was not at
all what I had expected. It was great. Lots of people shouting '2-4-6-
8, is that copper really straight”, and '3-5-7-9, lesbians are mighty
fine".

I joined in with the shouting and marching, remembering the
words of Eleanor Roosevelt; "nobody can make you feel inferior
without your consent”.

No/stalgia, Yes/talgia. Jackie Forster, an
editor and co-publisher of Sappho, a les-
bian/feminist magazine from 1972-81,
makes the distinction.

No/stalgia for me about 20
1969 was an ordeal
ol coming out cony mungl\’ o

years ago.

myself, to my family and to
other people.

Lesbian was a no-go word,
50 homosexual gatherings in
London sported clueless names
like Gay Liberation Front ('Gay'
at that time meant male), Arena
Three, Gateways, Kenric, the
Robin Hood, the A&B, the
Colony Room, among others.
The Campaign for Homosexual
Equality formed area groups in
London by a number. Of
course, male gay lifestyles, lan-
guage and role-play dominated
in these ghettos.

Politically, men made the
running and lesbians went
along with it. As you can imag-
ine, furtiveness, closet condi-
tions and confusion of sexual
identity created stress and ten-
sions which more often than
not were temporarily dissolved
by drink - too much drink. 1
was heavily into all of it.

GLF meetings out-grew the
largest lecture hall at the
London School of Economics
and moved to an abyss base-
ment called Middle Earth and
we sat on polythene sheets
spread over the black, hard
floors for hours - 50 in need of
contact were we.

Alongside, the emergent
Women's Liberation Movement
offered consciousness raising,
exploration of sexual identity,
analysis of oppression by patri-
archal society and women
identified political issues. As a
lesbian I found myself con-
stantly in a double bind of
clashing conferences on the
same day organized by the
women's and gay movements.
I've lost count of the time [
debated whether I was a les-
bian first or a woman first? This

dilemma never phased gay men
or straight women

In the end many of us
chose to come out in the wom-
en's movement and demanded
lesbian recognition in the gay
movement, Interestingly
enough the rare meetings and
conferences in London and the
regions were well attended,
mostly by the same people, so
we got to know each other and
the networking was close. We
numbered ony hundreds com-
pared with the thousands
involved in the profusion of
events today.

Yes/talgia for today with all
the lesbian and gay indepen-
dent events and places to go
We now have choices to be:
politically committed, socially
frivolous, sexually positive, we
buy books about ourselves
published by lesbians and gay
men or where we have paid
work. We come out in the
worlds of arts, Politics (with a
big P), sports, medicine, indus-
try, transport, education - you
name it. Fashion, pop music,
plays, radio and TV pro-
grammes created by homosex-
uals are supported by straights.

All in all an amazing 20
years of resurgence and emer-
gence. We could say that
Clause 28 is evidence that we
are strong and are going to be
stronger. Looking back over 20
years, I suppose that there is a
sense of gratification in being
among those few who persisted
in the conviction that lesbian
pride and identity have a right-
ful place in society on our own
terms.

<>>P'

Gay liberation in Scotland took off in
1970. Ian Dunn, a founder member of the
Scottish Minorities Group, was there.

The Scottish Minorities Group
was born on the 9 May 1969
when 25 people, with a mite
more than one or two gay
women (oh! yes, never lesbians
.. then) met at the Glasgow
University Chaplaincy, aiming
for law reform, counselling,
opéning centres and social
integration. Integration!

Why on earth did we select
the word minoritites? Well
frankly there were enough peo-
ple present who were scared 1o
use the word homosexual. Gay
was just becoming popular but
still meant 'frivously fun-loving,
in a bright, shallow way', so
that wasn't an option. And in
any case we saw ourselves as a
minority; it was the tenor of the
times and minority rights were
all the rage in intellectuals cir-
cles.

Ourtitle turned out to be
very popular and'it slowly
dawned on some of us that
(plural) minorities was an accu-
rate description of the folk join-
ing SMG. Especially I mention

the TVs and TSs who greatly
regretted the later name
change. But we contained other
minorities, including a very
small number, who, victims of a
right wing backlash 10 years
later, were to cause endless
pain and lost sleep for us 'nor-
mal' gays: I'm referring to the
paedophiles

The first year was incredi-
ble, but 1970 was a real drag
slow. After the euphoria of get-
ting started we lacked the lan-
Buage 1o enspire a mass mem-
bership. It was in December of
1970, after Gay Liberation in
London had ignited the bea
cons, when we decided to hold
one last meeting.

We never looked back

January 1971 saw the
launch of SMG News which has
been in continuous production
ever since, though now called
Gay Scotland Magazine. It is the
oldest les-gay-bi publication in
the whole of Great Britain and
Ireland. It may be going
through lean times but it has
not died and I expect it will live



Gay slang from the 60s

to see good years again

The newsletter built the
membership and our discos
and dancing did the rest. God!
did we dance?

Starting in 1974 we bought
up the building in Broughton
Street that after 15 years
operation is accepted as part of
the Edinburgh scene

The Glasgow Gay Centre
opened in Sauchiehall Street in
1976 and in 1978 the SMG
changed its name to the
Scottish Homosexual Rights
group.

VVA

'Advance a storm' - to work up a
sweat from dancing or other form
of exertion.

‘Advertising bar' - bar frequented
by male prostitutes and their
clients.

'Afghan' - middle aged homosexual
who sometimes wears the regalia of
a woman.

'Bargain basement' - any place
where it is easy to locate a sex
partner.

International Male Advertiser (
Number 2, May 1969 ), which
became Spartacus. The first
edition of the Spartacus
International Gay Guide
appeared the following year -
and has been published more
or less annually ever since.
Shortly after the appearance
of Stamford’s monthly, I saw
another advertisment in /7 for
a magazine called Jeremy. Far
more a mainstream publication,
Jeremy was archetypally 1960s,
dabbling in fashionable
bisexuality rather than up—front

Peter Burton — features and reviews editor of
Gay Times celebrates the British gay press, 20 :
years old this year. Where else in London

A little over 20 years ago | for contributions for a can you talk back to Simon Watney

joined the fledgling British gay
press. John Stamford had

advertised in the 'underground’

publication for gay men he was
shortly to launch. I submitted a
'factional’ article which was

gayness. I joined as theatre
columnist and ended up as
editor

see Neil Bartlett in performr.mcc watch

newspaper International Times accepted and appeared in

the latest in lesbian and gay cinema
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Institute of Contemporary Arts
The Mall, London SW1
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Lesbian & Gay
Cabaret Evening

Hope Augustus

Lily Savage
Shampoo & Set
DJ’s Roy
&
Eddie

Box
Office
01-577
6969

Montague Hall
Montague Road
Hounslow

Underground: Hounslow Central
British Rail: Hounslow

Bus: 81, 98, 116,120, 202, 203, 222,
223, 232, 237, 257, N97

Admission £4
Concessions £3

Access for people
with disabilities

Tickets from The Leisure Shop, 24 Treaty Centre, High St, Hounslow

Z Hounslow Leisure Services

NATIONAL & LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

CAMDEN NALGO

SENDS GREETINGS TO ALL LESBIANS &
GAYS ON THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF STONEWALL

WE SUPPORT THE STRUGGLE FOR
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND LESBIAN
~ AND GAY LIBERATION. |

David Eggmore
Secretary

Maggie Gwynne
President

CAMDEN COUNCIL LESBIAN WORKER GROUP AND

GAY MEN'’S GROUP

FRIENDS OF PRIDE ‘89
Contact either Group
c/o0 NALGO Office,
Camden Town Hall,

Euston Road, London, NW1 2RU
Tel: 01 278 4444 Ex. 2702

g

- ALA

ASSOCIATION OF
LONDON AUTHORITIES

The ALA wishes everyone participating in Lesbian
Strength and Gay Pride 1989 a wonderful festival.

ALA Councils are actively combating discrimination and are
providing services to lesbians and gays. Here are just some of the
things the ALA has done:

* The ALA liaised closely with MPs, Peers and the media over Section 28, and
acted as a forum for people to make their views known to Parliamentarians.

« We advise Councils on how to cope with the Section’s effects, and have
commissioned two authoritative legal opinions. A briefing on the effects of
Section 28 has been produced.

+ A major review of Council policies will be published later this year.

* Support was organised for a conference for lesbians and gays with
disabilities.

» Fair fostering and adoption policies have been promoted

* A national local government conference on lesbian and gay issues will be
held in the autumn. A major seminar was held in Manchester and a series of
seminars on Section 28 were run in London.

The ALA Lesbian and Gay Committee Co—Chairs are
Jen Litherland and Graham Nicholas
For more information contact Chris Baker, Lesbian and Gay Officer (job—share)
ALA 36 Old Queen Street, London, SWI1H 9JF. Tel 01 222 7799

The ALA represents the boroughs of Brent, Camden, Ealing, Greenwich, Hackney,
Hammersmith & Fulham, Hounslow, Islington, Lambeth, Lewisham, Newham,
Southwark, Waltham Forest, and the ILEA.




Little did I imagine then that
the major proportion of my
working life would be spent
working within the gay press; |
probably wasn't even
foresighted enough to imagine
the press surviving, let alone
growing steadily stronger for
two decades.

Those of us who were in at
the beginnings of the gay press
in this country found ourselves
learning what might be termed
a new journalistic language. For
the first time in our careers we
were able to communicate
directly with an audience who
Shi”('(l our sexual orientation. It
was a liberating experience and
we grew as the gay press grew
It is a process of growth that
has never stopped

I see from my diary that |
first encountered Denis Lemon
to discuss the as yet
unpublished Gay News in June

1972. That was the beginning of

a fruitful and productive
relationship that carried me
through the next 10 heady
years.

From the vantage point of
1969, Gay News was
unimaginable — a fortnightly
newspaper for gay men and

'By freeing our
heads we get the
confidence to come
out publicly and
proudly as gay people,
and to win over our
gay brothers and
sisters to the ideas of
gay liberation.' Excerpt
from the GLF
Manifesto.

leshians, widely available,
taken seriously by the
mainstream media; from the
vantage point of the late 80s
Gay News was inevitable.

Over those 20 years | have
been involved with gay
magazines and newspapers
which have foundered and
which have flourished. I have
been fortunate enough to turn
my way of life into a profession
—and though my level of
commitment to the gay press
has sometimes diminshed, it
has never wavered.

Today the British gay press
boasts a healthy range of titles —
local ( Gay Scotland, for
example ), national ( Gay
Times ), free ( Capital Gay ),
fashionable (' Square Peg ),
intellectual ¢ European Gay
Keview ) amongst them

Though the political wind
has changed from those
cuphoric days of the 60s; the
gay press in Britain has never
been stronger or more vital.
Though we may suffer reverses
of fortune, we will survive,

Gay Pride Week: In mid 1972, the
following announcement appeared in

Gay News:

"The London Gay
Liberation Front is planing a
week-long series of events as
part of this year's celebration of
Gay Pride. Theme of the
activities will be both an
assertion of Gay Pride and two
concrete demands: repealing of
all anti-gay laws and full civil
rights for gay people."

The week's events included
a dance in Fulham Town Hall
on Friday 23

June; various events,
including leafletting of

v

London's "gay areas", on
Saturday 24; gays days in
Battersea and Waterlow parks
on Sunday 25; a disco at the
King's Arms, Bishopgate on
Monday 26; street events,
including a GLF vigil outside
the American embassy, on
luesday 27; a West London gay
disco at the White Lion, Putney,
on Wednesday 28; a repeat of
Tuesday’s activities, minus the
vigil, on Thursday 29; another
gay pride dance at Fulham
Town Hall on Friday 30, and a

May: Oxford Gay Pride Week. Eric Presland
does a leather-bondage-rubber skit, but it
wasn't all fun and frolicing. WH Smiths
was picketed for refusing to stock Gay News

and university

‘officials'
stopped a boat load of libbers
ing an island known as Parsons
The island was a meeting place

bouncers)
from board-
Pleasure.
for the

(1ie

university's closeted dons.
"The week was lacking in dynamics - it
cried out for more street activity and
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"Gay Pride Carnival” from
Trafalgar Square to Hyde Park
on Saturday 1 July. The week
finished with an evening disco
at the Northern Polytechnic,
Holloway Road and a gay day
on Primrose Hill on Sunday 2

July.

About 800 peaple attended
the first Gay Pride March, but

more fun was had by the 30 o
so leafleters on the previous
Saturday who engaged in
running fights with the
customers of the Colherne and
the Boltons pubs. "What is Gay?
— Good! What is the Boltons? -
Crap!" was the cry as the
drinkers refused to leave the
bar

In June 1972, the
first issue of Ga
News appeared. Its
12 pages included a
"Warning to Possible
Repliers to the above
Personal Advertisers.
There is a rumour

oing round that all
is Issues’ ads were
le in by the Gay

ews collective. They

apparently wanted to
show you that ads can
be fun as well as
interesting." Among
the ads was one for A
Grand Drag Ball with
the theme of
Pygmalion at the
Porchester Hall, and a
drag dinner and dance
at the Hilton Hotel,
price £6.60.

attempt at a’ stronger assault on straight

News's reporter.

"More a whimper than a bang"”

_conceptions arid gays in hiding" wrote Gay

said

Gay News's about the London Pride

Pride march =
small

"the turnout was so
(an estimatad 300)

that one

wonders if London even noticed."

On the eve of the march the police
raided the Father Redcap pub in

London - for

‘disordely conduct -

"men dancing in close contact,
agroping each other with hands in

trouser pockets",

said a policeman.

lifetime to Thailand.

GAY HOLIDAYS WITH AN
ABSOLUTE DIFFERENCE!

SUN, SEA AND 700 MEN!!
A CRUISE TO REMEMBER ‘89

18th February 1990

Miami = San Juan + St. Thomas « St. John » Miami
7nts full board on the SS Sea Breeze from £5431

10th March 1990

New Orleans « Key West + Playa del Carmen + Cozume! « New Orleans
7nts full board on the SS Queen of Bermuda from £4991

Fo .any years MAN AROUND have been arranging your style of holiday, be ita
2 night weekend in Amsterdam, or a trip to Gran Canaria or even a holiday of a

For 1990 however we have something so exciting to compliment the rest of our
programme, that is in the first instance, you may find it difficult to believe!

Have you thought of being on holiday with over 700 gay man andwomen? Have you
ever considered taking a cruising holiday before (on a ship, my dear!). Have you ever
considered what it may be like to be yourself, no clocks, no bosses-strolling hand
inhandwith aloved one, taking partin silly pool games, being endlessly pampered,
eating the most exotic foods and drinking the finest wines to your hearts content?

After reading the above, you've probably thought a holiday like this would cost you
the earth? They won't. Lead in prices for cruise only are shown above. Forinclusive
holidays, why notcall us on 01376 5361 for our massive 112 page colour brochure
which includes details on all of our cruising itineraries

MAN AROUND, 270 FULHAM ROAD, LONDON SW10 9EW Tel: 01 376 5361
T T A T IR AT D A
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WEST LONDON GROUP
FOR HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY
meets Mondays at 8pm

June 26 Gorden Kaye
(from "Allo ,'Allo)

Tracks (upstairs bar),
The Locomotive,
Jamestown Rd, Camden Town
(5 min from tube) Entry 50p
Details: St John 01 229 0481

Southwark
COUNCIL
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703 0911
extn 2166/2167
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7Days

The Communist weekly

GREETS PRIDE '89

16 St John Street,
London, EC1M 4AY

THE
SHE DEVILS

are a collective of
women workers
who specialise in
Household/Office
Services

including
removals, cleaning,
decorating, gardening,
childminding, driving,
electrics, rubbish clearance,
disco/DJ hire, typing, word
processing, catering etc.
We Offer Competitive
I Rates and a Reliable
Service
Tel:

01 471 6043
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London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard

went into operation at 6pm on 4 March
1974. Tom Howarth, a switchboard

volunteer, listens in.

When it opened, the
switchboard expected to get a
handful of calls and was very
pleased and surprised to get 45
Within 5 years it had taken over
300,000 calls, moved into larger
premises and extended the
service both by number of lines
and by going round the clock.
It is a unique service and it is
owned by us.

What is Switchboard's
appeal? Why have 675 men and
women been volunteers over
its 15 year history? Why do we
get over 40 requests to join
every month? Can it be the
perks: lousy coffee and all the
herb tea you can drink. Can it
be the salubrious surroundings:
you could fit Switchboard into a
double decker bus and still
have room for the passengers?
Maybe it's the variety of calls:
try reminding yourself that at
4.30am in the morning when
someone's asked you for all the
bars in New York, and possibly
Miami, just in case.

Switchboard is a compelling
organisation: It compels you to
do at least a four-hour shift a
fortnight. It compels you to run
the organisation - if you don't
arrange for the phones to be
fixed, or buy the loo paper, or
raise the money then it doesn't
happen. There is no wonderful
superperson who arrives at 9am
and goes at 5pm, having typed,
filed and organized. There is no
magic wand. You have to do it,

Gay publications
included Sappho,
Quorum, Lunch,
Line—up, Follow—up
and Adam 73.
Together they had a
total circualtion of
18,000.

May 74 Icebreakers
celebrates its first
anniversary.Formed to
reach isolated gays,
the group received
1,607 calls in its first
year — 15% of them
from women.

THE KINGS ARMS

you have to go cap in hand to
the overstretched lesbian and
gay communities and beg and
cajole the money out of them
and there's nothing left over for
someone to be paid with

Of course we could
compromise and go to the big
funders, but at what cost. We
value our independence! We
don't want to be told we can't
take certain calls, or that we're
not being impartial enough:
since when have straights ever
been impartial when it came to
us? We don't want to have the
plugs pulled when the political
colour changes at the Town
Hall. We don't like having
bosses.

We don't have bosses at
Switchboard, not real bosses
We have lots of people with big
mouths, but no-one gets away
with much and people who
pretend to be boss are only
boss by consensus. If they get
too uppity we can ignore them,
or vote them out. We're not a
sort of non-hierarchical
collective that's mated with
hard-tory meritocracy, i.e you
work hard you get a lot of
brownie points, but as soon as
yﬂll Sl()p )'( n're (hL‘ same as
anyone else. Is this making
sense?

But what about the callers?
Most switchboard volunteers do
it for the callers. They're not
sure what they're doing, but
whatever it is, the callers get the

Gay Pride 1974

"Not in a royal
park - it’s disgusting
said 40 year old
housewife Wendy
Lynham commenting
on the revellers.

Only 300 took part
on the 5th
anniversary of
Stonewall. The
event,a quiet march
followed by a picnic
in Hyde park, was
organised at short
notice by the South
London gay
liberation group.

benefit. The callers haven't

changed over 15 years. Some
of them are the same callers

They first phoned when
they were coming out,
somewhere beyond Watford
Gap. Then maybe they phoned
because they had been kicked
out, or they left home, or had
been caught cottaging. Then a
lot of them moved 1o London
and needed somewhere to
stay, to meet people, to find a
job, they phoned switchboard
They phoned switchboard
because their lover was not
being faithful, or because they
were bored of one night
stands, or their husband had
just stolen the children, again.
Sometimes they moved back
home and wanted us to talk to
their parents, or maybe their
parents phoned because they
were scared of Aids. They were
going abroad and wanted info
on bars and beaches, or they
were stuck at home with a
mortgage and were looking for
a plumber. And then their lover
died and in the dark times they
phoned, because suicide
seemed the only option and
they wanted to talk the pain
away. Now they phone
because they think their
nephews and nieces have
usually beaten them to the
phone.

Why do I do it? Because
this is real life, and all the
campaigns and all the changes
in the law don't mean nothing
unless we care for our own
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Belfast April 74.
Belfast Switchboard
opens at Queens
University.

As gay libbers
campaign for the same

'‘freedom’ as the rest of

the UK student union
leaders describe the
University gay
liberation society as
"an embarrasment”.
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The Onlywomen Press was founded in
1974. Lilian Mohin, a founder member is

still exhilarated.

Change is in the air - again
Lesbians have always been
short on safety and long on
innovation. But the 1980s have
functioned as a kind of murky
lens behind which our daring
has lurked.

Now when the mainstream
labels as feminist any middle-
of-the-road behaviour, and sees
as 'post-feminist’ old-fashioned,
heterosexual values, lesbians
are restoring meaning to
politics

Fifteen years ago
women's liberation movement
had been blossoming in Britain
for five fervent years - I was
part of a group of radical
feminist lesbians which set up
the Onlywomen Press

What the barbaric,
oppressive world has inflicted
on our sort of enterprise will
COME as no surprise, Just as
Clause 28 shouldn't have
surprised. But the gorgeous
development of a lesbian
feminist culture continues to
amaze.

Over the past few months
I've talked about Onlywomen's
books to a variety of audiences
in Britain. I thought I knew
what to expect, after all I've
done this sort of thing often
enough before. But lesbians at
all these readings and meetings
have astounded me with
serious yet high spirited energy,
reminiscent of the gleeful early
1970s.

when the

I remember those days as a
time of creating theory through
practice, of thinking politically
and acting on it. We demanded,
fought for and achieved
women-only nearly everything
rock bands, poetry readings,
dances, demonstrations, discos,
printing presses, football teams
conferences, employment
agencies andl... families

I'here are important
differences in 1989. Aids has
appeared in all our
consciousnesses, Lots of other
exclusively lesbian, battles have
been initiated, won and/or lost
And the media now include
(their own idea of) lesbians,
where once there was « u\') an
impossibility

But today it seems absurd to
feel gratitude for the
condescending definitions of
lesbianism propounded by the
liberal media (on Tuesday
evenings, for example). The
Onlywomen Press puts the 'L
word on the cover of all its
books - 24 to date, with a
further 8 planned for the next
12 months. The aim is to take
radical lesbian feminist
literature further 'out’ and to
make lesbian imagination more
apparent

Hard work? sure, but also a
very great and exhilarating
privilege.

yv W

POLAND STREET, LONDON, W1. NEAREST TUBES: OXFORD CIRCUS & TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD
Open 7 Days Mon - Sat 11am-11pm. Sun 12 noon-3pm Free Snacks. & 7pm-10.30
Bar Meals served Mon-Sat 11.30-3




The Strathclyde Gay & Lesbian
Switchboard took its first call in 1975,
Keith Adamson, one of its first volun-
teers, has problems with the kids.

A 17 year old phones the
switchboard and tells me he's
fed up. He doesn't like the
music they're playing at any of
the discos. I stifle a yawn.
Would he like to try the Gay
Christian Movement.

When I was your age (I'm
tempted to tell him) there were
no gay bars or discos in
Glasgow, at least none that |
knew of. | was 25 when 1 dis-
covered the scene, feeling
cheated because I was already
past my sexual prime. Even
then there were only two bars
and a disco once a month in a
Corporation Hall,

How I remember those dis-
cos. We used to look forward to
them weeks in advance.
Somebody from the Scottish
Minorities Group organised
them; a record player sitting on
a table on the stage, seats in a
row around the perimeter of
the hall, like the end-of-term
school dance. The bar was in
the Lesser Hall, cans and plastic
cups on a trestle table, and the
hall keepers, employees of the
Corporation, standing nervous-
ly around, having never seen so

tion, Gay Switchboard
takes 22,829 calls. The
switchboard opens for
24-hour operation in May
Rer '

In New York, between
40-60,000 people march
in the 1-mile-long Gay
Pride March. In
London, the only Pride
celebration is a gay pic-
nic in Hyde Park on 22
June, organized b¥_ the
South London GLF.
"Starting at 2pm, pick-
nickers are asked to
gather at the park, at the
eastern end of the
Serpentine. Take along
your own food and
musical instruments
(but no radios!)." 300
attempted to fill the
park.

In its first year of opera-

many 'Jessies' assembled
together at the one time.

We always used to finish off
with a rabble-rousing Gay
Gordons, and for the sake of
solidarity a final slow dance to
'Divided we Stand",

"l mean", my young man
continues, "it's not as if anyone
in the pubs will even speak to
you. So what do you do? You
£0 10 a disco and it's just the
same there." .

I know, I know. Back in the
days when the pubs closed at
10pm we would all go round to
the Classic Coffee Bar after-
wards, and there was always
somebody who knew who was
having a party. Folk would
speak to you at parties. Come
to think of it, it was at a party |
met my man.

"Why don't you give the
youth group another try?", 1
suggest, hinting that just
because he didn't think much
of the company the first time he
went, it didn't mean things
wouldn't improve. 1 had saun-
tered along to the SMG every
Tuesday night for a year before
things began to happen for me.

On 23 November,
2-3000 people marched
from Hyde Park to
Trafalgar Square to
demand a new Sexual
Offences Act.

With Issue 76 in July
1975, Gay News makes
its debut in WH Smith, but
only on bookstalls in
London’s mainline sta-
tions.

10,000 people see
Gay Sweatshop's series
of plays at the Aimost
Free Theatre.

"Nigel Goodwin, a
member of the Festival of
Li%lt‘s prestigious Council
of Reference, was fined
£45 at Wells St
Magistrates Court for
committing an act of

ross indecency in a pub-
ic place with French chef
Jacques Morel. The two
men were arrested in a
police raid on the

Kensington Kingsauna

The next thing | knew | was
being asked to volunteer for
the Glasgow Gay Advisory
Service, as it was called in
those days.

Now he wants to know
why they don't start a gay cof-
fee bar you could drop into in
the afternoons. Who is this
'they'? When we did it it was
very definitely 'us'. A lot of
hard work, campaigning and
physical labour (and a little
help from Manpower
Services).

You should have been
there in those days (I'm tempt-
ed to say to him)
Wallpapering a ceiling with
someone you fancy is a great
way of getting to know him!
We finally got our Gay Centre,
complete with Switchboard's
very own office.

And we had one stormer of
an evening when local MP
Teddy Taylor came to defend
his views on why the MSC
shouldn't have helped a
"spanking new gay club" get
off the ground. Five years later
the whole thing went down
the financial plughole, and
now 'they' are a lot of disillu-
sioned people, less likely to
put their time or cash towards
helping again.

"Okay", he says finally. I'll
go along to the Third Eye on
Saturday and chat to the youth
group again, see what hap-
pens. Thanks for talking to me
- I tell him he's welcome. "At
least you didn't give me any of
that 'when | was your age'
stuff, like they did on that
other line."

Sometimes these Kids can
make you feel very old.

Club in december 1974.
The court heard that two
golice officers, Sergeants

ertram and Facey
(known to his colleagues
as 'Bubbles’), had kept an
authorized observation on
the premises, dressed in
towels...

Nigel Goodwin said it
was a case of mistaken
identity. The light in the
passage outside the cubi-
cles was "very dim and
red—coloured. The cur-
tains were very thick, of a
non-aesthetic type." (Gay
News)

John curry (26) wins the
Olympic Gold amid rum-
blings among the press
over whether his dancing is
"manly or virile" enough.

June 1976.After David
Seligman of Gay
Switchboard is beaten
unconscious on
Hampstead Heath he

R

warns, "don't go to the
heath, it's dangerous."

June 1976. Gay News
headline, "Coleherne Gays
Near Riot." Fighting broke
out between customers and
police after three arrests
were made. Commenting
on London’s Stonewall Gay

e e R

News wrote, "On June 28
gays had issued a clear
statement that they'd had
enough. And that was liber-
ation for them. The politics
had started earlier, the law
reformers versus the revo-
lutionaries, the manifestos,
the letters to Congress. But
Stonewall took a personal
sense of liberation to peo-
ple."

Only 200 joined the Pride
march to Hyde Park.
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(Friendly Society registration pending)

Project October aims to establish a community owned Lesbian and Gay
Centre in Oxford. We are raising money from lesbians and gay men by
pledges of financial support and from commerce and industry by loan
guarantee.

SUPPORT US NOW

For a prospectus and details of how you can help us, write to :-
Project October, Box 28, 34 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1HZ

Alternatively, contribute now by completing this mandate form and

returning it to your bank.

Sorting Code Number

[ Bane

Branch Tile (001 A00(ess)

Please pa, — -
OXFORD CORNMARKET STREET 54 21 23

Bonoficary's Name Account Number

SEEREERE

| NAT WEST

for the Credit of PROJECT OCTOBER

Amount n Figures

—_Amount it words

t the sumof |£

|
Date of fwst paymaent Due Date and Frequency

commencing | , now/ and therealler every

Dale and amount of lasi payment

. " until you rocemve further notce from
until E

quoting the
reference

melus in writing

And debil my/our Bccount Accordingly

Branch

RENNEREE

. - -
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London Lesbian & Gay
'CENTRE OF
Centre . .=\ TioN

LOUNGE BAR AND RESTAURANT

LOUNGE BAR AND RESTAURANT Members FREE/Non members 20p/40p

30 T T R e v | R e e e SR Sl oSSt SR e 17.30-23.00
RS Y R it T T S AT Ttk ARSI, oy B, e 17.30-23.00
Wetnesday & hISHaY .. ol oo . o b siademe s TSl t ity X noon-23.00
PRGBS AR .o it e s St B cvan vt R e e e e S MR, o, N N noon-midnight
SR o, o s cisie ware aiit s R it P v o SRR ST A et ey § s o NE = noon-22.30

Members FREE/Non members 20p/40p
BASEMENT BAR

R B R L e R Ry v s o v s b i e S A TRIANGLES MIXED DISCO 20.00-0200 £2 ENTRANCE
SATURDANIL ¢ ot s i camenbnbs ciass sibase i A BELOW STAIRS WOMEN'S DISCO 21,00-02.00 £3/£2 ENTRANCE
SUNDAY .. cvvvernnaisiiite e M e THE ORIGINAL TEA DANCE FOLLOWED BY DISCO 17.00-23.30 £2 ENTRANCE

SUNDAY LUNCH IS AVAILABLE ALL DAY
UPPER FLOORS
COMMUNITY GROUPS, OUTCAST THEATRE, PACE, SPECIAL INTEREST AND SELF HELP GROUPS

69 COWCROSS STREET, LONDON, EC1 6BP (FARRINGDON TUBE)

NALGO

Metropolitan District Council

Sends greetings to
Lesbian Strength and
Gay Pride ’89

Chris Eades Jackie Lewis
Secretary Equal Opportunities Officer

NALGO - Working in the trade union movement for lesbian and gay rights.
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Gay Pride Week
opens with a march
to Hyde Park on 25
June:1,000 stagger
along the route. One
taxi driver, held-up
by the procession,
remarked: "What do
| think of it? | think
they're all poofs - |
dunno."

In the USA, 250,000
join the march in San
Francisco, 25,000 in
New York, 5,000 in
Holywood, 5,000 in
Boston, 2,000 in
Seattle, with many
more in Miami,
Chicago, Kansas City,
Atlanta and San
Diego.

"On Tuesday 8 March,
the Tom Robinson
Band joins Linda and
Eileen from the
Elephant & Castle
pub, and The Boys
Plus, recently featured
in the Union Tavern’s
all-male panto
Cinderella, in a Silver
Jubilee Benefit Drag
Ball in aid of the Gay
News Fighting Fund at
the Porchester Hall,
Queensway. Dress:
Drag or Informal. "
(Gay News).

Events throughout the
country are held in
February and March to
raise money for the
fighting fund.

wueen Hizabeth J1
£ 522D BOX.

Three new Gay Rights
Bills are presented to
parliament during
1977. Those extending
the 'freedoms’ of the
67 Act to Northern
Ireland and Scotland
pass, but an attempt to
lower the age of con-
sent to 16 is stillborn.

Divine Justice Strikes Lesbian's Father.
Kursad Kahramanoglu of the North West
Campaign for Lesbian and Gay rights,

reperts.

Fhe first time 1 attended a
meeting of the Gay Activists
Alliance in Manchester, and
the first time | heard of
Stonewall, was in 1977, my
lirst year in Britain

Bob Crossman suggested
that a project under discussion
be called 'Stonewall’, Everyone
else in the room but me knew
what it meant and shook their
heads. Being bold. and disre
garding it being my first meet
ing, I asked, "what is this
Stonewall?".

Ever since then | have read
many accounts of that special
night which marked the birth
of the modern gay liberation
movement, My favourite anec-

dote is that of the song that
was heard on the streets
aroundl Sheridan Square on the
nights that followed the rai
on the Stonewall Inn

"We are the Stonewall

We wear our hair in curls

We have no underwen

We show our pubic
hairs.'

Inspired by this song mem
bers of the Manchester Gay
Activists Alliance wrote its own
song on the way to London for
Pride:'78:

"Tesus wants me as a bum-
boy,

Even though she knows |
am gay."

1978 saw our own clash
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TimesPboto: courtesy of Gay Times

No sex please you're
under 21 - and you're
a faggot!

September 1977:
Women walk out of
CHE and set up the
National Organization
for Gay Women.

with the police. As everyone
knows we suffer under the
most notorious chief constable
in the land. The bible
thumper's boys tried to use a
19th Century bye-law to stop
men dancing together - 'licen-
tious dancing' it was called

The Alliance picketed a
meeting of the police commit-
tee to protest against
Anderton's actions, and his
police photographing cus-
tomers of gay clubs. Anderton
told the committee that he had
decided to launch "a sudden
law and order purge.”

A few years later Anderton
launched another 'purge’ with
his "swirling in a cesspit of
their own making" speech. Is
it divine justice that, ever since
his daughter declared her les-
bian sexuality, his antics have
become less visible?

But the jewel in the crown
of lesbian and gay activity in
Manchester during the last two
decades is undoubtedly the
fight against Clause 28 - and
especially the rally on 20
February 1988.

That demonstration was
one of the most positive days

of my life. It was a huge suc-
cess, with 20,000 people trans-
forming the city into a lesbian
and gay Mecca in a way that
just isn't possible in London.
And it was important to note
how-well gays and lesbians,
unusually for Manchester,
worked together so well.

Pride attracts
240,000 in San
Fransisco and
50,000 in New York,
while in London the
route is altered to go
from Sloane Square,
via Chelsea and
Earls Court to picnic
at Shepherds Bush
Green. 900 marched
and 1,200 picnic’d.
The police didn’t
want the route,
because of traffic
problems.

Mary Whitehouse's
instigated Gay News
Blasphemy trial starts,
and in February Tom
Robinson releases the
song of the century,
Glad to be Gay.

The Anti-Nazi League
advertises in Gay
News with photos of
gays in concentration
camps in fascist
Germany. The logo is
"Never Again”.

o/PRIDE.69589 . < Db

' Gay news is fined

£1,000 and its editor,
Denis Lemon, a fur-
ther £500.

Part of the blasphe-
mous poem reads,"As
flies to wanton boys
are we to the Gods,
they Kill us for their

T
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SHOP

LONDON
1 HOGARTH RD,
EARLS COURT

Opp

EARLS COURT

TUBE STATION
01 373 5098

Feb 11, 5000 march in
London demanding
gay rights. "How far
back does it go?"
asked one impatient
taxi driver. A police
constable shrugged
his shoulders in a
sympathetic gesture.
The 5000 assembled
in Trafalgar square
singing "picnic time for
heteros".

April a dozen lesbians
hold a sit in, in the
office of Daily Express
editor, Derek
Jameson, demanding
columnist Jean Rook
apologises to MP
Maureen Colguhon for
attacks on her.

May, the ANL Rock
Against Racism
Carnival, with a mas-
sive gay contigent,
marches through the
East End to Victoria.
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God'’s Love We Deliver

Sunday lunch deliveries to

those homebound with AIDS
congratulates Pride FRAMING SERVICE
: restoration * repairs Contact:
Sk gl A Caliction sooeey et ”:r: K'][‘un on 01 485 6756
See you at our stall Central London only i = e -
ill Storey on 01 670 2619
121 01 222 3300 | or visit our stall No 101

in Kennington Park

AZTEGH

PRODUCTIONS

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION AND MANAGEMENT FOR
OUTDOOR AND INDOOR EVENTS.
FROM THE SUPPLIERS OF THE STAGE PRODUCTION FOR
GAY PRIDE '89.

01-852 8142

11 APPLETREE COURT, WISTERIA ROAD, LONDON SE13 5HJ

Gay’s The Word

For the best in contemporary and classic lesbian,
gay and feminist reading

Mon-Sat 11 -7
Sunday 2 - 6

66 Marchmont Street, London WC1N 1AB
Telephone 01-278 7654

LESBIAN STRENGTH & GAY PRIDE 89
w. CAMDEN LESBIAN & GAY UNIT
Information ® Help ® Advice ® Events ® Meetings
For Lesbians And Gays In Camden

Dee Carlin Andrew Stephens
01 404 4356 01 404 4360

:‘ 40 Theobalds Road, London, WC1

Have a great day!
ol Camden Lesbian and Gay unit

BM SM GAYS, LONDON WCIN 3XX

Regular meeting every month

CP/leather/bondage/
rubber/fantasies/

Send a 19p stamp and
receive a six month

programme of events

f

Running
throughout
all or part of

The Pride

Festival

North London
Strength & Pride
Celebrations run from
June 10th — July 1st with
a variety of events put on
by the London Boroughs
of Camden, Haringey,
Islington and Hackney.
Their full programme is
available in braille and on
tape, contact Maurice
Press of the London
Boroughs Disability
Resource Team on 01 633
8369

Oval House Theatre-
Upstairs, 52-54
Kennington Oval,
London, SE11. Box Office
01 582 7680 14th June -
2nd July 7.45.
£3.50/£2.50 concs/£1
OAPs & under 18s. (not
Mon & Tues) a new plar
by Greg Branson-"Its al
Due to the Leprechauns".
Ralph & Sean meet
against the beat of disco
drums - a love story set
against a background of
international terrorism.
No wheelchair access.

Oval House Theatre-
Downstairs, 52-54
Kennington Oval,
London, SE11. Box Office
01 582 7680. 8pm 16-18
June, 21-25 June, 28-2nd
July, 5-9 July,
£4.50/£3.50concs/£1
OAPs & under 18s.
Character Ladies in a
comedy thriller 'Death on
Lesbos’ by Penny Gulliver
Directed by Kate
Crutchley. Lesbian thrills
and spills in a spoof
whodunnit, with whom
and how? Level access,
wheelchair accessible
toilet.

The Institute for
Contemporary Arts, The
Mall, London, SW1. The
central London venue for
the performance,
discussion and screening
of all that is best in the
international
contemporary arts.
Comprises Theatre,
Galleries, Cinema,
Seminar rooms Bar,
Bookshop and Cafe. Open
noon-11pm, 7 days a
week. Day pass £1 or
annual membership £15.
We regret that access for
the disabled is limited.

Thursday
15th June

Reading and
discussion. Arthur
Simpson Library, London
N4. Authors Francis
Gapper and Maro Green
will be reading from "Pied
Piper" (Onlywomen Press)
an anthology of lesbian
feminist writing by new
and established authors.
7.30pm Women Only.
Wheelchair access.

The Junction at Friend,
86 Caledonian Road,
London, N1.01 837 3337.
Kings Cross tube.

7-10pm. A group for gay
men who are unhappy
with the scene. Everyone
is warmly welcomed at
the group and there is a
friendly relaxed
atmosphere. Author Leslie
Stewart will be showing
excerpts from his
televised play for schools
and leading a discussion.
Wheelchair access.

Jewish Gay & Lesbian
Group ?ub evening at
Duke of Wellington, Balls
Pond Road, London.
8.300 pm. Details 01 958
2955

Friday
16th June

Gay Bikers pub social.
The Morris Dancer,
Kelsall, Near Chester. 8pm
onwards. Contact Mike
0745 336842.

Coalition Bop, New
River Sports Centre,
London, N22. 7.30pm.
£2/£1. Creche. Cabaret
and disco for black and
ethnic minority gay men
and lesbians and their
friends. Signer, full access
for people with
disabilities.

Onlywomen Press
reading by Anna Livia
and Gillian Hanscombe
from The Pied Piper:
Lesbian Feminist Fiction
(edited by Anna Livia &
Lilian Mohin at The Bar,
Gateshead Central
Library, Prince Consort
Road, Gateshead, Near
Newcastle. 7.30pm. Ram
for wheelchair access an
modern lift.

East Kent Gay Group
Gala with all monies to
Lesbian & Gay Pride.
Cabaret with Sidewalk
and special guest and 7th
Avenue. £1.50
members/£2.50
non-members.
Information from East
Kent Gay Group
Information Line
Tuesdays 7.30-10pm
Thanet 588762.

Outcast Theatre
Company presents "Still
Dancing, Wild Waltzes"
Performance by women
only cast at Tom Allen
Centre, Grove Crescent
Road, E1S5. Good Access.

Saturday 17th June

Lesbian Day, Women’s
Centre, Wesley House,
London, WC2. Join in the
fun at the gym, jacuzzi or
sauna in the afternoon
and then relax with
cabaret and food in the
evening. 2-10pm.
Women only. Creche, full
disabled access.

Gemma social for
lesbians with/without
disabilities all ages.
3-6pm Community
Links, 81 High Street
South, London, E6.
Refreshments.
Non-smoking. Parking
same side road. Ramp,
handrail left side, 1 step
down then level. W—chair
access toilet. Smooth
flooring

Video evening at

Fusion, Friend, 86
Caledonian Road,
London, N1.01 837 3337.
Kings Cross tube..
8-10.30pm. A
multi-racial group where
gay men can meet in a
supportive and non-racist
atmosphere. 01 837 3337.
Wheelchair access.

Scala Cinema, 275
Pentonville Road,
London, N1. 01 278 8052.
Pride Benefit Allnighter.
Starts 11.30. Hairspray,
Abba The Movie,
Barbarella, Grease & Shag.
£4.50. No disabled access.

Jumble '89 12 noon at
The London Apprentice,
333 Old Street. London.
Door £1. Bar noon-5pm,
food, tea/coffee upstairs.
Rubber, leather, books,
shorts & jumpers. 200
jeans @ £2 — 4,000 records
@ £1 - 300 shorts @ 50p -
800 vests @ 50p. Plus
Pride stall with t-shirts,
sweatshirts, badges etc.

Outcast Theatre
Company presents "Still
Dancing, Wild Waltzes"
Performance by women
only cast at Tom Allen
Centre, Grove Crescent
Road, E15. Good Access.

Sunday
18th June

Service of Praise,
Liberation and Thanks.
7pm Metroplitan
Community Church, 2a
Sistova Road, London,
SW12. Tube; Balham
(northern line). 01 675
6761 for information.

Caught in the Act, Eric
Presland’s Section 28
show at Duke, of
Wellington, 9pm 119
Balls Pond Road, London,
N1. £2/£1.

London Lesbian & Gay
Centre Grand
Celebration, 69 Cowcross
Street, London, EC1.
Noon-midnight with
Outcast Theatre, The Pink
Singers, Di’s New outfit,
Tea Dance, films, comedy
and bar-b-que.
Wheelchair access.

LAFS at Friend, 86
Caledonian Road,
London, N1.01 837 3337.
Kings Cross tube,
Discussion will be
"Lesbian
Literature’.6-8pm A group
for lesbians of all ages and
ethnic background. 01
837 3337. Wheelchair
access.

Oval House Theatre,
52-54 Kennington Oval,
London, SE11. 01 582
7680. Leaving it all
Behind by Peter Burton
with Philip Bliss.
£3.50/£2.50concs./£1
OAPs & under 18s. 6pm.
Criticall;; acclaimed play
about Christopher
Isherwood'’s lesser known
early years — school,
Cambridge and his
friendship with W H
Auden. Also 25th June.
Level access, wheelchair
accessible toilet

Gay Bikers bike run
from The Tate Gallery,
Millbank, London to
Audley End. Contact



Brian 0279 812301.

Gay Bikers bike run to
Highclere Castle, near
Newbury. Start from King
Alfred’s Statue, Broadway,
Winchester, 11am.
Contact Rob 0703
550913.

Outcast Theatre
presents excerpts from
Still Dancing, Wild
Waltzes" plus cabaret
including women's show
at The London Lesbian &
Gay Centre, 69 Cowcross
Street, London. EC1
(Farringdon Tube). Access
reasonable.

Gay Outdoor Club
cycle run, London
Landmark Ride 3. A fun
day out visiting places
with gay historical
interest. An A - Z of
London is essential. Meet
at the Queen Victoria
Memorial, Hyde Park,
10am, Pub lunch,
Afternoon tea.

Monday
19th June

'Litarary Lesbians’
Celebrating Strength &
ride, an evening of
esbian writers including
Berta Friestadt, Bernadette
Halpin and Cherry Smith
- from Serious Pleasure:
Lesbian erotic stories and
oetry, 8.30 The Duke of
ellington, 199 Balls
Pond Road, London, N1.
Access Ground level.

Sussex University
Lesbian and Gay Society
Pride Week, contact
Brighton 678152. Blue
Jeans day.

Tuesday
20th June

Scala Cinema, Kings
Cross. Prick Up Your Ears
1.00 5.00 & 9.00. Loot
3.00 7.00.

Alan Hollinghurst,
author of " The
Swimming Pool " reads
from his work at The St
Pancras Library, 100
Euston Road, London,
NWI1. 6.30pm. Full
disabled access

Sussex University
Lesbian and Gay Society
Pride Week, contact
Brighton 678152. Video
showing.

Young Gay Men’s
evening at Holloway
Neighbourhood Group,
The Old Fire Station, 84
Mayton Street, London,
N7.. 7-11pm. Full
disabled access.

Evergreens at Friend,
86 Caledonian Road,
London, N1.01 837 3337.
Kings Cross tube.
7.30-10pm. A weekly
group for older ga¥ men
with a relaxing coffee bar
atmosphere. Wheelchair
access.

Oval House Theatre,
52/54 Kennington Oval,
London SE11 (Oval tube)
An evening of Black
Lesbian and Black Ga
Poetry. 8pm. £3.50/£2.50

concs/£1 OAPs & under
18s. With Carol Leeming,
Martin Patrick Diehard,
The Black Lesbian Writers
Group and others.
Presented by Lambeth
Arts & Ents. Level access,
wheelchair accessible
toilet.

Gay Outdoor Club

cle run. Meet under

entre - point, Oxford
Street at 7.30pm for a
leisurely evening ride
around London, taking in
some sights and stopping
off at a pub.

Wednesday
21st June

Pride 89 Steward's
Recruitment Meeting at
the Paradise Club,
Parkfield Street, off
Liverpool Road, Angel,
Islington, N1. 8pm. A
briefing for people who
wish to help steward the
march.

Gay Bikers social from
8.30pm Courtyard Pub,
Newcastle. Contact Alan
0670 715132.

Hackney Emg}re
Theatre Variety Night,
Simon Fanshaw, Donna
McPhail, The Froots, The
Pink Singers, Terri Carol,
Dead Famous People.
Compere Vivacious.
Doors open 7pm, starts
8pm. Tickets £5 or £4
concs. Box office 01-985-
2424,

Gay Men In Britain.
Tape/slide show. Central
Library, High Road, Wood
Green, London, N22.
7.30pm. Free entry. Full
access for people with
disabilities.

Sussex University
Lesbian and Gay Society
Pride Week, contact
Brighton 678152. All star
Celebrity Cabaret.

Lesbian & Gay Cabaret
Evening. 8pm-midnight
Stars Hope Augustus, Lily
Savage, Shampoo & Set,
DJ’s Roy & Eddie.
Montague Hall,
Montague Road,
Hounslow, Middx.
Admission £4/£3. Box
Office 01 577 6969.
Tickets can be bought in
verson from The Leisure

hop, 24 Treaty Centre,
High Street, Hounslow.
Underground: Hounslow
Central. BR: Hounslow.
Buses:
81,98,116,202,223,237,25
7,N97. Access for people
with disabilities.

David Roddis presents
two performances of his
one-man musical
extravaganza, "Mad About
The Boy” at the London
Lesbian & Gay Centre, 69
Cowcross Street, London
ECI. 8.30. Wednesday &
Thursday. Admission
£3/£1.50 concs.

SM Gays monthly
social and discussion
evening. 8pm London
Lesbian & Gay Centre, 69
Cowcross Street, London,
EC1. All gay men are
welcome at SM Gays
irrespective of experience.
We do not operate a dress
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code or restrictive
membership system and
we endeavour to make
people new to the SM
scene particularly
welcome at our meetings.

G.D.M. Theatre Co.
Ltd. present “The Maids”
by Jean Genet at ‘The
Green Room’, Whitworth
Street West, Manchester.
21st/22nd June at 8pm.
£3.80/£2.80. "It would be
a fine thing if masters
could pierce the shadows
where servants live". Two
men re-enact
sado-masochistic rituals,
imprisoned in their
nightmare world of
self-hatred and social
repression. Access O.K. for

eople with disabilities.
urther details 061 434
1516.

Thursday
22nd June

Sheba Publishers
resent readings from
Serious Pleasure: Lesbian
Erotic Stories & Poetry.
Sisterwrite Bookshop, 190
Upper Street, London,
N1, 7.30pm.

Sussex University
Lesbian and Gay Society
Pride Week, contact
Brighton 678152. Pink
Picnic.

David Roddis presents
his one-man musical
extravaganza, "Mad About
The Boy” at the London
Lesbian & Gay Centre, 69
Cowcross Street, London
EC1. 8.30. Admission
£3/£1.50 concs.

Goslings Sponsered
Swim and ( Shuttle )
Cock-Up at the Oasis
Sports Centre, London

C2, at 7.50pm.
Entrance Charge;
Swimming: £1.25/75p
concs. Badminton:
£1.75/£1.25 concs. All
welcome to participate.
The group's aim is to
swim 1 lengths or hit
a shuttle cock 1000 times.
All proceeds to London
Lighthouse. Disabled
access available.

The Junction at Friend,
86 Caledonian Road,
London, N1. 01 837 3337.
7-10pm. Video "Where
There Was Silence" and
discussion about life
before '67. Wheelchair
access.

Gays the Word
Bookshop, 66 Marchmont
Street, London, WCI1.
7.30pm. Discussion of
new book "Coming on
Strong: Gay Politics and
Culture” edited by Simon
Shepherd & Mick Wallis.
"A unique record and
analysis of gay work and
life in the 1980’s“. The
editors and contributors
will take part - entry free,
all welcome, wine/soft
drinks.

Broadway Studio,
Lewisham Theatre,
Rushey Green, London
SE6. 01 690 0002. One
night only Music
Spectacular with Ian
Shaw, Jan Ponsford,
Janette Mason & Ike Leo.
8pm. £4/£2.50. Access
poor.
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METROPOLITAN
CommuNITY CHURCH OF
NORTH LONDON

affirms and welcomes all
at Pride '89. Visit our stall
N°101 or ring:

Rev Hong Tan 01 485 6756
or Gill Storey 01 670 2619

NEWS FROM NOWHERE
Bookshop
112, Bold Street,
Liverpool 1.

Tel: 051 708 7270
We stock a large range of
lesbian & gay books —
send for our booklist

< >

Greetings to Pride

'89
Jrom

South West London
Lesbian Formation
Dancers

| Creelings to Pride 89

from

OVAL HOUSE
presents
Plays for Pride
DEATH ON LESBOS
16 June - 9 July
&

IT'S ALL DUE TO LEPRECHAUNS
14 June - 2 July
52-54 Kennington Oval, SE11
01 582 7680
see diary listings for details

SQUARE PEG | on our ride sta

OUT NOW  lIssue 24 g2 ~DOOoks
-back issues {1

- t-shirls

Arty. sexy and seriously offensive, this
issue contains Brylcreem belles and
bicentennial boys, gay parents
Amazons and military maids, a Guide
to Social Intercourse, news, reviews,

Special Offer -
subscription and
t-shirt only 12.99
surprising smalls and much more

BM Square London WCIN 3XX

Square Peg PO

Peg

GAY OUTDOOR CLUB
A nationwide organisation for gay men and women
who are interested in the outdoor life. There are over
20 local groups and the clubs activities include
fell-walking, cycling, caving, climbing and canoeing.
For further details send sae to GOC(P), PO Box 41,
South PDO, Manchester, M14 5QF

The Triangle Tutating, Onterpreting,
Dmk Cypesetting, Calligraphy, <Artwork in
Sin gers ovet forty languages 25 <Hotsell Road
London’s lesbian & gay London N5 1 XL 01-609 9740
community choir
Encirica: O1 903 T264 v Translations
B ARk 0 e e o .. AND AFTER THE MARCH?

cm Campaign for Homosexual Equality
PO Box 342, London, WC1

collect YOUR souvenir
carrier bag from OUR stall

* Chefs

CATERING STAFF

BEST WISHES FOR PRIDE '89

MAYDAY STAFF SERVICES

We are proud of our friendly and helpful approach towards
our temporary staff, so why not join us?
We have lots of well paid work for

» Waiting/Bar staff

(Free silver service training available)

» Catering Assistants/Kitchen Porters
NEW WEST LONDON BRANCH NOW OPEN

FROM

35 Goldhawk Road, London, W12.
Tel: 01 749 3139

Also at

West End: 27 Noel Street, London, W1.
Tel: 01 439 2056
City: 2 Shoreditch High Street,

London, El. FRES
Tel: 01 377 1352 MEMPER
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For better
badges call
Better Badges

CARNIVAL LINE-UP

The UK's leading philosopher, the Joan
Collins Fan Club, will lead a series of
intellectual discussions from the open stage.
For those of a more practical bent (or the
more practical bents among you) alternative
entertainments can be found in the cabaret
tent, disco tent, women's disco tent, the bars
and lots of other places.

Supplier of pin badges to
Pride '85,'86,’87,'88 & '89

01 837 0509

Julian Clary

The open stage will feature all your old, and
young, favourites:

Jimmy Somerville, you know, the scamp who
sings some of the best songs of the 80s;
Sandie Shaw, will specially wing her way into the

Wirite-on reading from
the world's leading gay

book publishers ... out
and proud and ten
years strong!

P Summer highlights:

Born Of Man Stephen Gray Male childbirth amidst
the gay community of South Africa, the startling and

wastes of Kennington from somewhere
downtown; Helen Terry, Sarah Jane Morris and
lan Shaw, inimitable vocals, and all that jazz;
The Deltones, loud and lively, get yer boppin'
shoes on; Lily Savage, fresh from her trials and
tribulations recounted on page 19 of this
programme; Fay Presto, you get what you see,
illusions and things on stage for your delight;
Parker and Klein, the comedy's fine, it's glamour

time; Dead Famous People, the Mullahs and Go
Buggy Babies, more music to bop to; plus star
appearances by Chris Eymard, Carol Leeming,
Mark Bunyan, Anne Mathews, Brendan Nash,
Dave Lynn, and lan McKellen.

high camp new novel from the acclaimed author of
Time Of Our Darkness. £4.95

Billy's Brother Kenneth Martin Controversial new
mystery thriller posing uncomfortable questions
about the way we react to the AIDS crisis, from the
author of Aubade. £4.95

Which Homosexuality? Altman et al. Social con-
structionist or essentialist? The intellectual guide to
being gay. £7.95

GMP Publishers Ltd. PO Box 247 London N17 9QR

ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICES
ij For the smaller
VAN BEIRENDONCK| [|business and the

self-employed.

at

CWR of SOHO Postal service
23 BEAK STREET available Carol Leeming The Deltones Shaun of the Mullahs
LONDON
-439-7311
ws 0227 361623

And in the cabaret tent you can find 23 acts
with over 100 performers. Music and
musicals, magic and mirth, passion and
politics, pianos and pranks. From swinging
jazz and folk, via choirs, stand up comics (for
flat out audiences) and every imaginable sort
of singer, to dancing 6 foot condoms.

The Social Organisation for Lesbians
Open to all women over 18. See/speak to us on stall 76 at Pride ‘89
For further information about Kenric write to: BM Kenric, London,
WCITN 3XX

GRAVENE

SMALL,BUT RARELY FORGOTTEN!
Saturday 24th 9.30pm - Sunday 25th 10.30pm
The Craven Club’s ’
2ND NATIONAL PRIDE RECOVERY DAY ot 3
Free Drink on presentation of this programme
Pride Raffle® Pride Collection
"Brain of Craven" Quiz
The Craven Club, 32 Craven St.(just around the
corner from Heaven)
from 3pm every day
A MEMBERS CLUB - NEW APPLICATIONS WELCOME

The line up includes Zum Zeaux, Anna Palm,
Pre Madonnas, Jungr and Parker, David
Shenton, Alan Pillay, Jane Alston, the Pink
Singers and many, many more. And naturally
Eric Presland will be there to keep things on the
sizzle.

» & -/
b

Maria Esposito

Alan Pillay Jungr & Parker

Anna Palnm The Froots
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Portaloos

Cabaret Tent Disco /
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SILVER
MOON
WOMEN'S
BOOKSHOP

« HUGE LESBIAN
SECTION

« The BEST and
WIDEST collection of
women's writing in
the UK

« MAIL ORDER
welcomed

68 Charing Cross Road,

London, WC2H 0BB.
Tel: 01 836 7906

HARROW & BRENT l"_s'ijis—cﬁl_na— 1'-6_'}
GAY UNITY I CAPITAL GAY I
Meets every Monday : :
night at Preston I Just £6.25 for 13 I
Road, Wembley. I issues 1
| |
Phone Anne: 01 422 5880 IGCODS I
or Alan/Mark: 01 864 4392 |P0 BOX,M :
i a4 g
or write: E:B(:lll. 115.\1 1981, :we|wyn Garden City, :
LONdAdor
AL7 2DE
et RED v :or visit stall 134 at :
= O .

PARADE ROUTE

HYDE PARK

GROSVENOR PLACE

VICTORIA STREET

WESTMINSTER BRIDGE

WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD

KENNINGTON ROAD

Pride '89 is grateful to the West

London Group fos running the

Cloakroom and Left Luggage —
Stalls 30 — 33 in Kennington Park

KENNINGTON PARK

182 Upper Street, Islington, London N.1.
Tel: 01 359 3785

We buy and sell second-band and
out-of-print lesbian and gay titles

Postal service available
Free book search service
Send your "wants" list
Visit our stall (N© 45) at Kennington Park
Books on most other subjects bought
We also stock the full range of Pride '89 merchandise J

-
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Scala Cinema Kings
Cross. 01 278 8052.
Pasolini triple bill Arabian
Nights 2.30 8.50,
Canterbury Tales 12.30
6.50 & Decameron 4.50.

Outcast Theatre
Company presents "Still
Dancing, Wild Waltzes"
Performance by women
only cast at Theatro
Technis, 26 Crowndale
Road, London, NW1.

Friday
23rd June

Pride Black & Pink
Party. 9pm-lam.
Croydon Lesbian Social &
Support Group. Croydon
Women’s Centre, 13
Woodside Green,
London, SE25. Wear Black
or Pink only. £2/£1, bring
own drink. Partial access
details 01 656 2369.
Unstepped access to
party, toilet one step
down but very cramped
angles for wheelchair
turning.

Fusion, upstairs at the
Fallen Angel, Islington.
Informal Meeting, quiet
social atmosphere.
Disabled access difficult.

Sussex University
Lesbian and Gay Society
Pride Week, contact
Brighton 678152. The
'Tack' extravaganza.

Lesbian Multi—cultural
cabaret and social.

7.30pm Jackson Lane
Community Centre,
Archway Road, London,
Né6. £2/£1 Women only.
Full access for people
with disabilities.

Friday 23rd/Saturday
24th Kenric At
Eastbourne — Tennis
Disco. 8-12 pm at The
Bourne Inn, Pebensey
Road. Doors open 8pm.
Entry on 'first come-first
served basis’ No advance
sales. £2 members ( must
show card ) £3 others.

East Kent Gay Group
Pride Disco. £1
members/£1.50
non-members. Raffle for
T-shirts/sweatshirts etc.
and selling tickets to the
Pride Carnival
Parade-only £3 to
London by coach.
Information from East
Kent Gay Group
Information Line
Tuesdays 7.30-10pm
Thanet 588762.

Qutcast Theatre
Company presents "Still
Dancing, Wild Waltzes"
Performance by women
only cast at Lewisham
Broadway Theatre Studio,
Rushey Green, Catford
London, SE6. Access poor.

Saturday
24th June

8am. Volunteers
needed in Kennington
Park unloading sound

and light trucks.

9am. More volunteers
needed in Kennington
Park - erecting the stalls
etc.

10am Yet more
volunteers required —
decorating Park, putting
up signs, stewarding
traffic etc.

1pm Assemble in Hyde
Park for The Carnival
Parade moving off at 2pm
sharp - marching to
Kennington Park for
Carnival 'til sundown
with 3 stages, stalls, food
stalls, 7 bars.

Coach from
Nottingham, leaves "The
Salutation', Maid Marian
Way, Nottingham, at
9am, returns from
London at 11pm. Tickets
on sale at £6/£4.50 conc
from Mushroom
Bookshop, Nottingham.

Coach from Hull,
leaves Hull University at
7.30am. Tickets £6 (
Waged ), £4.50 ( unwaged
), contact Nick Groves on
0482-445361 for details.

Coach from Newcastle,
Women only, details on
091-261-2277 on Fridays
7 - 10pm.

Coach from East Kent,
details on THANET
588762, Tuesdays 7.30 -
10pm.

"Out in the South"
Disco & Cabaret -
Assembly Hall, Town
Hall, Brixton, 9pm till
late.

Pride. Events include:

June - 6th July).

Ealing Civic Centre.

EALING COUNCIL SUPPORTS
THE LESBIAN STRENGTH AND
GAY PRIDE FESTIVAL 1989.

To mark the 20th anniversary of the Stonewall Riot, Ealing is staging a
number of events and activities with the theme of Lesbian Strength and Gay

* A photographic exhibition ‘Asian Eye’ and ‘Someone to talk to’ in the
Dominion Centre, Southall (19th - 23rd June) and Ealing Civic Centre (29th

* A display of literature of interest to lesbians and gay men in Ealing Central
Library (27th June - 3rd July).

* A women-only viewing of the video “Choosing Parenthood” and a
discussion led by the Lesbian Custody Project at 12 noon on 29th June in

* Poetry reading by Steve Cranfield, Martin Humphries and Stephen Gray
(Gay Men'’s Press) at 1.30 pm on 29th June in Ealing Civic Centre.

All venues are accessible to people with disabilities.

The Council is also developing policy in the areas of housing, community
services, education, planning & economic development and social services to
challenge discrimination and meet the needs of lesbians and gay men.

WORKING FOR QUALITY AND EQUALITY

For more information about
events or council policy on
lesbian and gay rights contact
the Lesbian and Gay Rights
Workers on 01-579 2424

ext. 55028.

Craven Club, 32
Craven Street, London,
WC2. (round corner from
Heaven) 01 930 0331.
9.30-11.30pm Private
members club. Free drink
tonight by presenting this
programme

'Phoenix', Cavendish
Square, London, W1.
Pride 89 disco, £1 off
entrance fee when
wearing official Pride
badge or T - Shirt. Open
10pm to 3am, nearest
Tube Oxford Circus.

Fusion, multi-racial
%rou at Friend, 86
aledonian Road,
London, N1. 01 837 3337.
Raffle for a bottle of
champagne. Wheelchair
access.

Gay Bikers pub social.
9;;]m. he Rat & Ratchet,
Chapel Hill, Huddersfield.
Contact Mike 0484
548141

Sunday
25th June

Kenric meets at The
Fallen Angel, 65 Graham
Street, London, N1. Meet
for a relaxed chat/drink at
the new time of 3pm - a
member of the committee
will be present.

Lesbian Swim-in
3.45-5.30pm Park Road
Pool, Crouch End,
London, N8. 80p. Women
only. Full access including
hoist.

The Craven Club’s 2nd
National Pride Recovery
Day 3-10.30pm. Free
drink when presenting
this programme, raffle,
"Brain of Craven Quiz",
32 Craven Street London,
WC2: Just around the
corner from Heaven. 01
930 0331 (a private
members club).

Oval House Theatre,
52-54 Kennington Oval,
London, SE11. 01 582
7680. Leaving it all
Behind by Peter Burton
with Philip Bliss.
£3.50/£2.50 concs./£1
OAPs & under 18s. 6pm.
Criticallg acclaimed play
about Christopher
Isherwood’s lesser known
early years - school,
Cambridge and his
friendship with W H
Auden. Level access,
wheelchair accessible
toilet.

"Bent" by Martin
Sherman with Michael
Cashman and lan
McKellen directed by
Sean Mathias 8pm at The
Adelphi Theatre, Strand,
London, WC2. Seats only
available from First Call
01 240 7200 or by post
from PO Box 92, London,
WC2H 9SU at £100-£8.

Pride 89 service at The
Institute Room, 4th floor,
Bloomsbury Baptist
Church, Shaftsbury Ave,
W.C.2., 7.30pm. l[?é)r
further details contact
either Rev Hong Tan ( 01-
485-6756 ) or G§ll Storey (
01-670-2619 ).

Fusion Pride Picnic
behind Jack Straws Castle,

Hampstead Heath, All
Welcome, 3pm. For
further information
contact London Friend (
01-837-3337).

Picnic in Pe{) s Park,
Deptford for all lesbians
and gays living on Pepys
estate and surrounding
area. Bring food & drink.
Details from Steve on 01-
691-4881 or Wendy on
01-691-2847.

NOTTINGHAM, 'After
Pride Picnic', 2pm,
opposite Baltimore Diner,
Castle Marina. Bring food
to share. If wet, meet
inside Sainsbury's
Homebase Coffee Bar,
nearby, details from
Nottingham Gay
Switchboard 411454 (
Mon - Fri, 7 - 10pm )

Monday
26th June

West London Group
for Homosexual Equality.
Meeting at Tracks
(upstairs bar), The
Locomotive, Jamestown
Road, Camden Town,
London, NW1. 8pm Entry
S0p. Speaker: Gordon
Kaye, actor (of 'Allo "Allo
fame). Contact: John 01
229 0481.

Future Events

Wednesday 28th Sheba
Publishers present an
evening of lesbian erotic
readings from the first UK
publication of lesbian
erotica. Grass Roots
Bookshop, 1 Newton
Street, Piccadill{,
Manchester, M1. 7.30pm.
Access, Stairs to
basement level.

Thursday 29th June -
Saturday 1st July
Broadway Studio
Lewisham Theatre,
Rushey Green, London
SE6. 01 690 0002. Homo
Promos present Dorothy's
Travels by Eric Presland
music by Dave Harrod.
8pm. £4/£2.50.

Friday 30th June Sheba
Publishers evening of
lesbian writings including
'Serious Pleasure' and
'Charting the Journey":
Writings bf/ Black and
Third World Women.
Wood Green and Central
Library, High Road, Wood
Green, N22. 7.30. Full
wheelchair access.

Saturday 1st .& Sunday
2nd July. CHE Annual
Conference. Britannia
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.
Registration £5/£2
unwaged.. Disabled
access.

Sunday 2nd July.
Michael Harding
Memorial Address,
Professor Rowan Williams
at St Botolphs Church
2pm. Further details from
The Lesbian & Gay
Christian Movement.

14th July, 7.30pm
Libral;{,lst floor, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square,
London, WC1. Back to
'Onward Christian
Soldiers' - implications of
the 1988 Education

Reform Act with speaker
John White of the British
Humanist Association. All
welcome. Help available
for péople wit

disabilities :

10th September. A
sponsored cycle ride for
London Lighthouse and
The Landmark. For
registration details call
01-622-0422.

The 1989 Lesbian and Gay
Pride Weeks Committee
would like to thank the
following people who have
made this year's celebration
possible.

The Oxford University
Student Union, Tele Gay
Line, Capital Gay, The Rio
Cinema, Stephen Burton,
King's College London,
Jason Whittaker, Richard
Kirker & The Lesbian &
Gay Christian Movement,
Mavis Seaman & The Drill
Hall, John Edwards of
Backstreet Club, The
wonderful people at the
Ritzy Cinema in Brixton
for hosting the benefit of
the year, Fiona and Living
Marxism, Michelle
Shocked, Maria Esposito,
Donna McPhail, Reeves
Hotel, Pride's Associate
Members/Friends of
Pride/Volunteers/Sponsors
The London Lesbian &
Gay Centre, L.A.G.E.R,,
Friend, C.H.E, ACTT, Venus
Rising, The West London
Group who have run the
cloakroom/left luggage
stall for 5 years, Fay
Presto - as always, Gay
Times, Palace Pictures for
making the benefit of the
year possible, Caroline
Lewis of North London
Strength & Pride, the cast
of AIDS - The Musical,
Pauline Campbell
Amenity Services Lambeth
and the personnel at
Kennington Park, Eric
Presland - this year/last
year/every year, Better
Badges, PRK T - Shirts,
Neals Yard Desk Top
Publishing Studio, Jo
Purvis and other ex-
members of the LEGPWC,
Pam St Clement, Steven
Lunnis, The Women of
Wonga Collective, Colin
Peters, Bolts Discos, Chris
Peell/SLAGS/lan
Riddick/Subculture for
the decks and mixing
equipment/PA in the
Disco Tent, Graham
Nicholas - Clir Lambeth,
Pauline Watson - Clir
Lambeth, Simon Adams
Liam at the Coleherne

for the Backstage Tables/
Parasols and chairs,

Gay & Lesbian

Humanist Association,
Jane Alston, Clea &
McCloud, Vivacious, East
Kent Gay Group, Hackney
Empire, Eva Rob & all the
staff at the Rio Cinema,
Copyart, Alistair
Williams, Brian O'Farrell,
Rojer Taylor, Chris Smith
MP, Camden Gay Mens
Group, Harringey &
Islington Gay Group, Gay
Mens Press, Chris Baker, -
Jan Parker, ALA, The Tofu
Twins, Peter Landin,
Camden L & G Unit and to
the few we may have
forgotten.
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LONDON LESBIAN
AND GAY
SWITCHBOARD

Celebrating its
15th Birthday.

Salutes and congratulations Pride 89 on its 20th
Anniversary.

LLGS Provides a free 24 hour advice and information
to the Lesbian and Gay community on

01-837-7324

Ring us for information about Pride Week Events at
Kennington Park.
Visit our stall in the Park after the Pride March.

Marxism 89

A week of lectures, debates and discussion organised by the
Socialist Workers Party. Central London, 30 June-7 July.
250 meetings including:
Tony Cliff on the Foundation of Mao’s China
Tony Benn on Prospects for Democracy and Socialism
Chris Harman and Monty Johnstone on Gorbachev's Russia
Duncan Hallas on the French Revolution

Dodie McGuinness, Peter Hain and Eamonn McCann on
Ireland—time for the troops to go

Sheila Rowbotham and Lindsey German on the History of the
women’s liberation movement

Paul Foot on Ireland and the French Revolution

Peter Tatchell and Mike Simons on Socialists and the
environment

John Berger on Picasso

50 courses including

Gays and the struggle for socialism
China

Marxism and ecology

Tony CIiff on Trotsky

Reform and revolution in Eastern Europe
Labour: myth and reality

Marxism and religion

Creche available all week
Entertainment: every night live music and films plus socialist cabaret
‘A Man With Connections’ play by Alexander Gelman

For more information about Marxism 89 write to: Marxism 89,
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH, or phone 01 538 2707

YOUR BEST
FRIEND IN

LONDON
mel0uf

_ LONDON'S WEEKLY GUIDE




Lily scales a 20 foot wall, braves search
lights and BR toilets. And all because the

lady loves ... Pride.
The very sight of a
balloon—covered lorry, empty
Colt 45 cans and Carnation
corn plasters sends my mind
hurtling back in time to my
first Gay Pride march.,

The year was 1978, and 1
was just an innocent child, a
mere neophyte, and a pupil at
one of the Wirral's Premier
Girls Schools, St Risley's. One
day during a domestic science
lesson, 1 was idly flicking
through the personals at the
back of my Melody Maker
when I came across an ad with
the date and details of Gay
Pride.

I could feel my conscious-
ness raising underneath my
plaits and decided then and
there to run away to London.
After pouring a bottle of pop-
pers into the batter mix the
headmistress was beating, thus
rendering that good woman of
the cloth temporarily paralised
(and smiling), I fled from the
Social Services Home For
People With Embarrasing Little
Peccadilloes to release my
highly disturbing sister, Vera.
Scaling the 20ft wall was no
problem to a budding Avenger
girl (in fact, in later years I was
offered the part of Purdey until
Joanna Lumley stuck her big

v

oar in) The wall was, as they
say in the trade, "a piece of
piss", as was releasing our Vera
from the hen house and mak-
ing our subsequent escape
despite the search-lights and
killer whippets.

Stopping off at home first
to collect suitable London out-
fits, two—tone loons and a
Village People blouson jacket
for me, and sensible seersuck-
er for Vera, but both of us
armed with the obligatory
shawls, clogs, and bowls of
dripping we made our way to
Lime Street Station, settled
down nicely in a toilet on the
10.15 am Liverpool to Euston
and composed our ragged
nerves by drinking two bottles
of Dr Collis Brown and smok-
ing a BR sausage.

What actually happened
the rest of that day is well, sort
of a blur. I vaguely remember
an incident in a Threshers
off-licence, and I can just
recall our Vera singing "2,4,6,8
is your husband really
straight?" on the back of a
lorry. The lorry subsequently
turned out to be a council
refuse vehicle doing it's rounds
somewhere in Purley. Our
Vera was bound over to keep
the Peace for 6 months.

In 1979, Bang was 5 years old and
Heaven had recently opened. Rupert
Smith was a scene queen.

"As T descended the narrow,
ill-lit stairway my nostrils were
assailed by a curious smell, a
combination of sweat and
cheap scent and something
more, the smell of desperation
and loné¢liness. Dim light from
a single dirty red bulb cast
eerie shadows off the cracking
greenish paintwork. Sick with
fear and yet spurred on by a
strange need, I entered the
club. Suddenly all eyes were
upon me=hungry eyes, coldly
appraising a new face. Here
and there were unmistakble
dabs of kohl, touches of mas-
cara, attempts (o recapture a
look of youthful innocence
that had no place in this sinis-
ter environment. Taking a seat
at the bar, I nervously asked
the elderly barman for a beer,
but befare I could pay a fat,
manicured and heavily bejew-
elled hand clasped mine and
an insinuating, syrupy voice
breathed into my ear 'Oh no,
my dear, let me pay for this.' I
knew that I was already lost.."
If ever such places ever
really existed, I have failed to
find them in 10 years of fairly
bizarre fantasies about the gay
scene ("the twilight world of

the homosexual", *a swirling
cesspit"), I redouble my
efforts, but still can find noth-
ing to compare with such lurid
imaginings. Instead, on certain
memorable nights, I have been
more than half conviced that
the London gay scene is proof
(if proof were needed) that
you don't need to die to go to
heaven.

And Heaven was the first
place I headed to when I came
to London. A tirelessly political
friend, campaigning around
the time of the 1979 election,
had spent an evening harangu-
ing those sections of the gay
community who frittered their
energies away on drinking,
dancing, snorting poppers and
getting laid in bars and clubs:
'scene queens' he called them,
sniffing derisively

I determined there and
then to become a scene queen
immediately, and, although
blessed with neither an inde-
pendent income nor the sort
of looks that inspire voluntary
salivation, have been working
on it ever since. Of course, |
had impossible ideals. I want-
ed to find a place where 1
could take anyone I wanted,

In fact the only thing I can
really recall, apart from having
a good time, is waking up in a
Dickensian Garret over a pub
called "Ye Olde Vauxhalle
Taverne" with an evil landlord
twirling his whiskers. The rest
of this tale you all know
Anyway I'd probably have
failed domestic science
"o"level.

Handy Hints to ensure you
have a pleasant day,

1. Make sure you take comfort-
able flat shoes. Nothing above
a four inch heel.

2.Take an umbrella. It may rain
or it could be very hot and
you might be bald. It’s also
handy in a fracas.

3.Don't be a student from
some obscure Poly and pelt
drag queens with leaflets pro-
claiming that they should be
burnt at the stake. Remember
Drag Queens started the
Stomewall Riots and some had
a hand in the Toxteth ones
100.

4.Don't get drunk, fall in love
on the march declare undying
love and end up on a coach to
Aberdeen when you live and
work in Kensal Rise.

5. Have a good day,

An extract from Lily
Savages biography "The diary
of a Sex Kitten" by Shirley
Conran.

man or woman, straight or
gay, where I could dance to
songs that I knew and where |
could find company without
resorting to too much drink-
ing. That shangri-la may not
exist, but it's been a lot of fun
looking.

And there have been some
very near approaches. The
Fridge, in both its venues, has
come close; Heaven's trashier
nights have come even closer.
It's still possible to walk into
the Pyramid and think that
you're in a science fiction
movie. The Lift was closer still.
But perhaps the best of all
were the much lamented
Sunday afternoon tea dances
at Stallions, where people of
every age, race and sex could
get down on the floor and do
the rowing dance.

Clubs and pubs continues
to open the close with bewil-
dering rapidity, but as I move
into my second decade of
scene queenery, | can see little
sign of the depression that is
supposed to be driving us
back underground. There are
more mixed lesbian and gay
places now, and the old idea
of the gay men's ghetto is fast
disappearing. You can still
meel nice gentlemen who are
willing to buy you half a
shandy. Rumour has it that
safe-sex backrooms are open
ing in New York. What the
hell - it is the fin de siecle
after all. 1 intend fully to
embrace the Naughty Nineties
with one eye on my walet and
the other madly scanning the
bar, and shall dance, drink and
misbehave until I drop.

22 May: 4,000 les-
bians and gays riot in
San Francisco as Dan
White, the killer of
Harvey Milk, gets a
sentence of three
years.

30 June: 8,000 join
the Gay Pride march
from the

Embankment to
Hyde Park to hear
Tom Robinson sing.
Thank you Tom.

130 titles to choose from
more than 30 different publishers
discounts of 25-75%

new selection every quarter

|O

N\

From our Lesbian List

W02 Rotary Spokes
Fiona Cooper
Brilliance Books £6.95
Bookclub price £4.95

TO02 Against the Season
Jane Rule
Pandora Press £4.50
Bookclub price £3.35

V12 The Hide and Seek Files
Caeia March
The Women's Press £4.95
Bookclub price £3.70

Y13 The Prosperine Papers
Jan Clausen
The Women's Press £4.95
Bookclub price £3.70

Q06 A Corridor of Mirrors
Rosemary Manning
The Women's Press £5.95
Bookclub price £3.95

RI0 The Social Construction of Lesbianism
Celia Kitzinger
Sage Publication £8.95
Bookclub price £5.45

S17 Naming the Waves
Christian McEwen
Virago £5.95
Bookclub price £4,25

And from the new July Catalogue

Restricted Country
Joan Nestle

Sheba £5.95
Bookclub price £4.45

The Hite Report:

On Female Sexuality
Shere Hite

Pandora £5.99
Bookclub price £4.45

Quicksand/

Passing

Nella Larsen

Serpent’s Tall £799
Bookclub price £5.45
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Politics
Lives
History
Art

The
Women's

Press
Bookclub

Free choice

We never send you a book
unless you have ordered it
Your only commitment is

to buy any four books a year
to retain membership.

To find out more

If you would like to see

our complete catalogue
before deciding, just fill in the
form and send it to us

If you would like to join

the Bookclub now, fill in the
form on this page. You

can order any of the books
(or more) at the same time.

To join the Women's Press Bookclub

| wish to join the Women's Press Bookclub
as a life member / £15.00
as an annual member / £7.50

Reduced rates

as a life member / £10.00

as an annual member / £5.00

Reduced rates are available to students, claimants
and OAPs. Please enclosé photocopy of student
card, allowance book, or similar proof of status

| would like to receive the current catalogue
before | order any books

| would like to order the following books now
W02/£4.95

TO02/£3.35

VI2/£€3.70

VI3/£3.70

Q06/£3.95

RI0/ £5.45

' SIT/£4.25

Name _

Address

l understand that | must buy a minimum
of 4 books each year to retain membership

Signature
Cost of Books

Add postage and packing 15% cost of books
Subscription

Lo
All cheques to the Women's Press Ltd
Allow 28 days for delivery

Please complete this form in capitals 3
with your cheque to

The Women's Press Bookclub (dept Im)
34 Great Sutton Street

London EC1V 0D X

Telephone 01-253 0009
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Offers counselling, befriending and support to both
lesbians gay men through our:

HELP LINES

SUPPORT GROUPS

FACE TO FACE COUNSELLING

LENDING LIBRARY

Why not give us a ring for more information or if you need
to talk on 01 837 3337 Mon/Tues 2pm—10pm.Wed-Sun
7.30pm—10pm. Women’s Line every Thursday 7.30—10pm

THE CARPENTERS ARMS

L2 8 8.2 00 282820088 800009

EVERYONE AT
THE
CARPENTERS
ARMS
SENDS BEST
WISHES TO
PRIDE '89

MARBLE

G

Sote.

The livliest, friendliest gay fun pub in London
With more space, new decor and a fully
modernised lights & sound system
WE HOPE YOU LIKE IT
WE'RE BACK TO NORMAL, GIVING AWAY FREE &
REDUCED PRICE TICKETS FOR VARIOUS VENUES
(BANG, HEAVEN ETC)

Mon-Sat
THE TRENDIEST PLACE TO BE
53 Old Compton Street, London W.1.
Tel: 01 437 4445

21 June: 3,000 people join the Gay Pride march. While a
petition is being presented to No 10 bearing the 14,000 names of
those demanding gay rights, four people are arrested in
Parliament Square, one of them, Frank Egan, for wearing a
kitchen vegetable cutter in his hat as part of his drag. The march
continues to the University of London Union in Malet Street,
where, in much anger, a decision is made to continue to Bow
Street Police Station where the four people are being held. The
police barricade Malet St and more arrests are made as a group
breaks through the police cordon. Eventually, the police allow a
march of 1,500 people to go to Bow Street. The 10 arrested are all
released without charge. One of them, Julian Howes, showed
journalists his torn costume on his release: "Do | look as I'm
dressed for an evening on the barricades?"

¥
e
"It is an odd thing, but With those words,
anyone who Armistead Maupin
disappears is said to started the Tales of the
be seen in San City series, the first of
Francisco." — Oscar which was published
Wilde. in Britain in 1980.

The night the Mounties didn't get their
man. Dan Healey of Body Politic
remembers a cold but proud night in
Toronto.

ASIA

PARADISE
PARKFIELD ST
ANGEL N1
THURSDAYS

10 PM TO LATE
ADMISSION £3
MEMBERS £2
UB40'S £1
FORLESBIANS

& GAY MEN

MUSIC BY

PETER THOMAS

DON TYLER

SLEEZE SISTERS & RITU
FREE MEMBERSHIP
ONOPENING NIGHT
JUNE 15
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Whenever I think of Pride 1
immediately turn to that cold
night in 1981 when Toronto's
lesbian and gay movement - a
"ragged radical fringe" was
catapulted into a struggle.
From which it emerged a
competent , angry and proud
community.

During the night of 5
February four gay bathhouses
were raided by the police
Men were bundled off into
police vans by the dozen, 309
were eventually charged with
being 'found-ins' under the
bawdy house laws.

The next evening the good
citizens of Toronto were
stunned to discover that 5,000
lesbians and gay men were
rioting in the heart of their
peaceable city. In the Toronto
Sun they called it a 'gay
rampage’

It was perhaps our
Stonewall but nonetheless it
was still a quintessentially

Canadian riot. No burning cars,

no Molotoy cocktails, though
someone did manage to break
two streetcar windows but
they escaped arrest.

We simply overran the
city's main street, noisily and
angrily denouncing the police.
Marching from the heart of the
gay ghetto we set upon the
police station which had
masterminded the raids, the
infamous 52 Division.

There we harrangued the
police who surrounded the
station. With chants of "Fuck
you, 52". The cops stood stiff-
backed like Mounties,
unflinching as we spat in their
faces and hurled abuse.

| remember one academic
friend of mine being so
uncharacteristically unpleasant
that I wondered if he had
taken leave of his senses

We didn't stop at the cop
shop. For many years gay
anger had focused on the

........

homophobic Tory government
that had run Toronto and the
rest of the province of Ontario
since 1943.

They had dragged our
newspaper, the Body Politic,
through the courts in a
blatantly political trial over
obscenity. They fired gay civil
servants and used our tax
dollars to fight claims for
justice in the courts.

They encouraged the
police to enforce a
homophobic agenda, as and
when they could get away
with it. In short, the federal
Liberal Party had
decriminalised gay sex and the
provincial Tories were hell
bent on recriminalising us.,

We left 52 division and
headed for the Ontario
legislature building. A
grotesque Norman-revival pile
that stands in the centre of a
common known as Queens'
Park

That evening it truly
became a queen's park, as we
raced across the snow to reach
the doors before the police
arrived.

It was hardly the storming
of the Winter Palace - not one
plate of glass was shattered.
But I do remember watching
lesbian and gay friends flinging
themselves against the massive
oak doors.

The memory of that icy
charge, with my lover at my
side and our friends around us
remains one of my strongest
personal sources of Pride.

And the aftermath? It took
another four years for the
Tories to fall. The new
following coalition enacted in
the Ontario Human Rights
Code protection for lesbians
and gays

But the success of the
lobby could not have been
successful without the influx of
ordinary, angry lesbians and

In July 1982, Terrence Higgins was one of
the first gay men to die of AIDS in

Britain. Janet Green finds strength
working for the Trust.

In 1985 | was a volunteer on
Lesbian Line - it was the year
that AIDS became a big media
story. | was angry and
appalled by the hype and
homophobia. When | saw one
of the first jobs advertised at
the Terrence Higgins Trust, |
decided to apply, although
what I knew about AIDS could
have been written on the back
of a postage stamp.

The post advertised was
Director of Clinical Services. |
had absolutely no idea what
this meant. The interview
panel weren't too clear either -
it turned out that the title was
an American import

In 1985 only three other
women were involved at the
THT and none were lesbians. |
discovered assertiveness skills
[ didn't know I had. (You try
being quiet and shy as the
only woman in a group of 10
men!)

When I was first offered
the job I had done a quick
straw poll amongst my dyke
friends - I wanted to know
what their reaction would be.
Only one woman asked me
why I wanted to work with
men?

A good question, perhaps.
I'd never been a separatist
lesbian, but had been heavily
involved in feminist politics.
But the times they were
a'changing. It wasn't difficult to
predict that the backlash fom
the AIDS crisis would affect
lesbians and gay men. | felt
that the only way to fight
homophobia was by working
together. That's the political
side,

On a personal level | was
moved by so many young
people ill and dying, and
wanted to try to do something
about that

The woman who criticised
my choice of job was tippexed
out of my address book. Other
friends were, and are,
wonderfully supportive

Our offices, in a grotty

converted warchouse,
consisted of two rooms, about
12' x 8' each. Once we
counted 17 people in one of
them. My new job consisted of
liason, helping the volunteers
in a variety of ways, public
speaking, replying to letters,
pouring oil on troubled waters,
writing texts for leaflets and
washing the cups. Busy ain't
the word,

My cats complained. After
a five-year stint I left Lesbian
Line. I didn't have the time or
energy to have a lover

Four years later I'm still at
THT. Now we have many
women (lesbian and
heterosexual) involved as paid
and voluntary workers. My job
is still varied, never dull and
continually demanding. | wash
less cups now that we use
environmentally unfriendly
polystyrene.

I learnt the hard way that |
couldn't continue to work a
60-hour week, after getting
perilously near to burn-out in
1987. Now I make sure that I
get time for myself outside of
the Trust. Well, at least the cats
are talking to me again

Sometimes 1 hate this
work. I miss the friends and
colleagues who have died
Sometimes the sadness almost
overwhelms, and [ have to
retreat into 'professional' mode
with barriers and boundaries
in place to protect me.

Yet, 1 feel privileged to be
working for an organisation
that I'can believe in and feel
committed to. It's given me a
great deal: good friends,
confidence, new skills,
affection. And the opportunity
to put something back into the
lesbian and gay community

Ask any gay man in
London, who he would

turn to if attacked, he
would reply 'GALOP’,
it was formed in 1982.

Pride itself, for the
only time so far, was
held out of London -
in Huddersfield to be
precise. 2,500
travelled, after a last
minute switch of
place, in protest
against a police raid
on a club in the
Yorkshire town.
Back in the big city,
the GLC sets up its
Lesbians and Gay
Men's Working Party.

600 women marched
on the streets of

London in the first ever
Lesbian 'Celebration’ -
from Victoria to ULU.

But few notice the
references to a "rare
and dangerous
disease" beginning to
appear among gays.

gays in defense of the found
ins
The courts were clogged

with brave men who refused to

admit to wrongdoing and the
vast majority were aquitted. In

the face of adversity

homosexuals took charge of
their lot and sought to change
it. The Tories had given us a
S€nse of common purpose



In Bermondsey the
press launched a
campaign against the
Labour candidate in a
by-election. One
tabloid went as far as
touching up photos of
Peter Tatchell to give
the impression that he
was wearing make-up.
The right rediscovered
the power of homo-
phobia to influence
elections and the polit-
ical agenda - and has-
n't stopped spouting
shit since.

"Aids Total Reaches
Unlucky 13" read a
headline in Capital
Gay, after the thir-
teenth person dies.

But Pride was cele-
brated on a day of
"glorious sunshine";
2,000 people, several
thousand pink bal-
loons and the Pink
Singers joined the
march from Hyde
Park to Malet Street.

Maggie, who lives with
Norman, Nigel,
Geoffrey and Cecil
goes to the local
library and takes
home an interesting
new book called
Jenny lives with Eric
and Martin. Maggie
gets all upset and
Cecil wishes that all
that advice about con-
doms had started this
year rather than next.

84

Gays's the Word is
raided by Customs &
Excise and spends the
next two years, and
several thousands of
our hard earnt pounds,
in trying to argue that
writings by Truman
Capote and Oscar
Wilde, plus a host of
Yank soft porn, should
not fall victim to the
prejudiced VAT men
(and women?).

June: Books for
burning, but only
2,000 turn up to join

oofs ac

the Pride march.

Bronski Beat releases
The Age of Consent.
Never forget what
Jimmy told you, 'never
feel guilty, never give

n.

The Gay Bereavement
Project, a support
group for gays or les-
bians, gets its first
mention on television -
in a party political
broadcast attacking
the GLC for 'wasting
ratepayers' money.'

Nicholas, a Labour councillor in
Lambeth, recalls Lesbians and Gays

Support the Miners.

For many of us on the left in
the early 1980's, lesbian and
gay liberation (as it was then
known) was something
divorced from real politics. We
supported it, but left issues
such as health, housing, edu-
cation, unemployment and
poverty were far more impor-
tant. This is probably the case
with many straight people on
the left today. After all, les-
bians and gays want decent
health services, plus decent

housing and local services too.

The event that helped me
fuse mainstream issues with
sexual politics was the 84/85
miner's strike. As a socialist 1
worked at college for support
groups - collecting money,
arranging benefits and raising
the political issues.

We cared about the miners
and their families and amaz-
ingly enough, I discovered
they cared about me,

Lesbians and Gays Support
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the Miners was the vehicle for

this discovery. For the first
time [ could be both a socialist

and gay, and both were impor-

tant. Although only involved at
the fringes, the warmth and
support we experienced was
incredible, from each other
and from our adopted mining
families.

A broad cross section of
lesbian and gay socialists,
communists and radicals were
able to present clear political
choices for lesbians and gays,
for or against Thatcherism -
outside pubs and clubs with
our collecting buckets. We got
some abuse but much support.
Our efforts were rewarded.
After twinning with and visit-
ing our comrades in South
Wales, the miners and their
families eéame in force to lead
our Pride march the following
year, At this time,loo, we were
able to make historic strides
within the Labour Party, taking

its pro-lesbian and gay equality

proposals way ahead of the
Liberals, behind whom we had

lagged for several years, That
commitment and support from
the trades unions and the
Labour Party remains today
Neil Kinnock has publicly
expounded his support for les-
bian and gay equality and the
Policy Review maintains a
sound framework for compre-
hensive policies in the future -
if we keep up the positive
work both inside the party and
in the community

The hallmark and driving
force behind the success ol
LGSM was Mark Ashton.
Mark's passionate political
vigour, his warmth and sense
of fun was an inspiration to
many. It seems impossible to
imagine how so many dis-
parate political groups and fac-
tions could have worked
together so single mindedly.

We owe a lot to Mark and
the many unsung heroes of
those days. For myself, I learnt
what justice and equality for
all meant in practice and to
respect and be proud of my
sexuality as a socialist.
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A
NEW DETOUR rop

THE COLEHERNE

What is it? When is it? Where is it?

Will YOU be there to find out?
Make a DETOUR to

261 Brompton Road, Watch press for details.

The Coleherne supports Lesbian & Gay Pride ® Back—stage Hospitality suite tables courtesy of The Coleherne
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Calvert's Press

(TU) Workers’ Co-operative
31/39 REDCHURCH STREET
LONDONE2 7D
TELEPHONE 01-739 1474
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GAY SWEATSHOP
FOUR PLAYS AND A COMPANY
Introduced & Edited by Philip Osment

THE DEAR LOVE COMPROMISED
OFCOMRADES IMMUNITY
by Noel Greig  by-Andy Kirby

THIS ISLAND’S MINE TWICE OVER
by Philip Osment by Jackie Kay

is to be launched as a Platform performance with a selection of readings
and a panel of the featured playwrights discussing the work of the

Company, introduced by lan McKellen.
6pm FRIDAY 7th JULY LY LTON THEATRE

Tickets £2.50 from The National Theatre box office
South Bank, London, SE1 9PX Tel: 01 928 2252
The volume is available direct from Gay Sweatshop, £7.99 +
postage & packing) Tel: 01 722 1491 to order your copy and
support this unique company
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DESIGN & ARTWORK

The graphic designers for North
London Lesbian Strength & Gay
Pride wish Pride ‘89 every success

- 388 1362
01 -272 8760

| ONLYWOMEN PRESS

Lesbian and Radical Feminist Books
. in all the best bookshops or by post from:
| Onlywoman Press, 38 Mount Pleasant,

| London, WC1X OAP

Bi:

bent, straight or just another

sexuality? In 1984 Kate Fearnley of the
Edinburgh Bisexual Group came out for a

second time.

In 1984 I stopped leading a
double life . No I don't mean I
came out as a lesbian — that
did in 1979 . In 1984 | came
out as a bisexual. Three things
made this possible: The
London Bisexual Group , a
bisexuality workshop at a
lesbian and gay conference I'd
helped organise, and a few
weeks later the first National
Bisexual Confrence.

For the first time |
discovered that there were
other bisexuals, That some of
them like me also identified as
lesbian or gay and that some
of them lived in Edinburgh!

So I stopped being a
lesbian with a rather weird
private life and became an out
bisexual. The Edinburgh
Bisexual Group sprang into
slightly shakey existence at the
end of the year and is now a
highly active group which runs
the only bisexual phoneline in
the UK, plus a penpal scheme
and (so far) two national
conferences.

It hasn't been easy, for me
or for the group. Negative
images of bisexuality abound.
The straight world treats us
much the same as lesbian and
gay men , and the lesbian and

v

gay world assume that our
sexuality, unlike everyone
else’s | is a matter of choice, so
that we can disappear into
suburban heterosexuality at a
moment's notice when the
going gets tough. ( Much in
the same way that the
churches expect homosexuals
to stay celibate I suppose ?)

A particularly annoying and
self—fulfilling image is that
bisexuals are all hedonistic,
non—political people who
take the freedoms fought for
by others and give nothing
back. In fact we have the same
need to change how the world
views sexuality

There is now a growing
network of bisexual groups
around Britian and
internationaly, and bisexuals
are becoming active in lesbian
and gay campaigns as
bisexuals instead of as
honorary or assumed lesbians
and gay men. Unity is strength.
If we can avoid the temptation
of infighting about whose
sexuality is 'pure' enough to
qualify them to join
campaigning oraganisations,
lesbian, gay and bisexual
liberation will go far !

Nigel Pugh of Facilitators for Aids Co-
ordination and Training (FACT), unrolls
some condoms in search of safer sex.

Four years ago a teenager was
referred to our youth project.
He had been in solitary
confinement in youth custody,
and on release social workers
refused to work with him and
his solicitor wouldn't see him -
all because he had told his
arresting officer, for a wheeze,
that he had Aids.

At the same time there was
the beginning of a flood of
young men and women
referred as victims of sexual
abuse, rape, or who had
drifted into prostitution, and a
steady trickle of injecting drug
users.

-

B
»

L
A . 8

.~~
. -

c"
o

PEOPLE W]
DEM AND AC TION

"Have I got Aids?" was the
question on many lips. The
answer from the concerned
and caring professionals, from
behind the protective perspex
screen, was "I don't know, you
should have an Aids test."

So our first job was to do
some pretty intensive work
with the professionals
themselves, on their attitudes
to sex, sexuality,
homosexuality, and
recreational drug use.

In those days there were
no training videos or packages
and perhaps the most difficult
aspect was breaking down the

S

'us and them', client and
professional, barrier. Early on 1
realised that a sexually
Promiscuous young woman
was someone who had at least
one sexual partner. Whereas a
professional who had many
partners was not promiscuous
because .....

The first hurdle was to
demonstrate to the
professionals that they were as
much as at risk as their clients
- that HIV and Aids are
professional and personal
issues. Only once this was
achieved (and it wasn't
achieved everywhere) was it
possible to work towards a
more positive way of looking
at young people's sexuality
and health

I went into my first safer
sex group session with much

trepidation expecting a barrage

of anti-gay abuse, Instead 1
received a sea of very anxious
faces, masking curious minds
and very genuine concern. If
only adults were that easy to
work with.

Before long we were
unrolling condoms over our
fists, testing the relative
strengths of different makes,
squeezing tubes of nonynol 5
products and comparing their
lubricosity with good old KY,
and discussing vaginal sex,
anal sex, fucking and sucking,
and the joys of non-penetrative
foreplay. -

Youth cults have a habit of
leading the way and it wasn't
long before it was the trend
for the average sexually active
South London lad to carry a
wallet full of (occasionally
much too crushed to be
useful) condoms.

Time and again, when a
young 'het’ asked for
individual counselling - to
protect his girlfriend - he'd
agree to find out about safer
sex with other boys as well,
'just in case'.

Of course the most
vulnerable are the young
women. They don't want to
carry condoms as it risks them
becoming called 'slag' or the
like - so they have to trust the
lads to have one, and know
how to use it.

Talking to youngsters it is
disheartening to find out what
little they do know about Aids,
they learn not from school or
the youth club, but from their
own initiative; by calling
Switchboard or the national
Aids Helpline, or by reading,
or from their peers.

Why must it always be left
to voluntary bodies and
informal networks to fill the
vacuum?
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April: The London
Lesbian and Gay
Centre opens amid
controversy within and
without the gay and
lesbian communities.

Larry Kramer's The
Normal Heart opens in
New York. The title
comes from a poem
by W H Auden:

"Is true of the normal
heart,

For the error bred in
the bone

Of each woman and
each man

Craves what it cannot
have,

Not universal love

But to be loved alone."

June: Pride hits the
10,000 mark and
Lesbian strength
over 1,000.

August: The
Hippodrome sacks
Donovan Patterson
when it discovers he is
body positive.

October: An
announcement is
made that blood
donations will be
tested for HIV
infection. "Risk
groups" are asked not
to give blood - in
several areas the
number of donors
drops by 40% and
more. It is not known
how many |V drug
users and
haemophiliacs are
blood donors.




26 May: 2,000 stand in
Trafalgar Square in the
first candlelight vigil for
those who have died
of Aids.

21 June: 2,500 take
part in Lesbian
Strength, marching
from Speakers Corner
to Farringdon.

5 July: 7,500 join the
Gay Pride March fom
Hyde Park to
Kennington Park,
where it rained.

1988, was the year the law finally recognised les-
bians. Pity it was a law trying to do us down.
Never mind, we also made ourselves rather visi-
ble - in the House of Lords and in the news too.
The Strength march attracted 1,000 - but on the

way to the march everywhere you could see dykes

holding hands,
kissing or just being
dead out. The
weather was hot
and tempers fairly
flared at the end.
Let's hope it wasn't
the last celebration
of our strength.

Proud to be Asian - Proud to be Gay:
Shivananda Khan helped found Shakti -
the first South Asian lesbian and gay net-
work in this country - to help people
make that statement for themselves.

I am Indian. My parentage,
culture, upbringing and colour
make me an Indian. They
shape my personality and
identity. Being a British citizen
does not take my asian-ness
away

I am also gay. Being gay
adds its own dimensions to the
fact of my being a man. It
doesn't make me less of a
man

Being asian and gay brings
with it its own framework of
experience and perception that
is different from being white
and gay

Most asian people grow up
within a different context than
the white community. Our
community provides a nurtur
ing space, filled with extended
family networks, asian cultural
values, attitude, beliefs and
religions. They are often tight
bulwarks against the institu
tional and individual racism
that we encounter daily, W
have strong links with our
communities, history, our
homelands of the Indian sub
continent, our religions, our
families. In fact, the asian com-
munity can often be looked at

as a vast extended family ftor

those who live within them,
They provide support, identity,
value

And then we discover our
sexuality. This sets us apart
from family and community,
even more so than for a white
person. Gay identity and
lifestyle has no specific reso-
nance in our asian cultures
Being homosexual is relatively
acceptable, as long as one got
married and had children. So if
we try 1o express our 'gay-
ness', our families feel that we
have rejected them and our
community. We have caught
the 'white disease!

This creates a massive split
within us. We are faced with
decisions that white gays never
have to make. Do we stay a
part of our community, or do
we leave?

More often than not, we
live two lives, hiding our sexu
ality from family and friends in
order to maintain our relation
ships within our community,
while expressing our sexuality
away from the community
Somenmes, we may reject our
community altogether as we
submerge ourselves into the
WK ommunity. Both

13 June: 3,000 join
Lesbian Strength. It
Rained.

27 June: 11,000 join
the Gay Pride March
from Hyde Park to
Jubilee Gardens,
where they only
drank 25,000 cans of
beer.

instances leave us with an
aching void inside. We become
trapped in an either/or situa-
tion. We can't express our sex-
uality within the asian commu-
nity, or we can't express our
asian-ness within the white
community. We become lesser
people. We see ourselves as
either asian people or as gay
persons. That is why so many
asian gay people find it hard
to mix comfortably with other
asian gays, for the fear of
recognition is paramount

I have been fortunate with
my family. My mother had
friends in Calcutta where I was
born who were homosexual.
They were rich so they had the
personal space to develop a
personal gay identity. And
when | came out to my family
at 19, she already knew about
my sexual orientation and felt
comfortable. She and my
brothers and sisters have
always been supportive, com-
passionate and understanding,
always accepting my gay
friends and lovers into the
family network. Of course, she
asked about marriage, but |
always retorted that she would
have enough grandchildren
from the others in the family
And always the question was
asked in a joking manner. It
has never been an issue with
us

But for others, it has. S
when | returned 1o England

after a couple of years in India
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SEX, LOVE AND LIFE

Is a safer sex video aimed at young gay men
A breath of fresh air stirring up the stagnant
water of safer sex advice, Erotic, fun and dif
ferent! This VHS video is available free of
charge to gay clubs & social groups, and for
£17.25 to other individuals and groups.

Write: BCM Cleancut, London, WC1N 3XX.
enclosing your organlsa{ion's headed notepaper
or with a cheque/PO payable to Cleancut

Black Leshian & Gay

Centre Project, BM
4390, London, WC1N 3XX.

welcomes lesbians & gays descended

China), Latin America & original
inhabitants of N. America & Australia

01 885 3543

NORTH LONDON
LESBIAN STRENGTH
& GAY PRIDE

FESTIVAL

STONEWALL
Origin of the
Lesbian & Gay
Liberation
Movement

1969

Camden, Hackney, Haringey and Islington
celebrate Lesbian Strength & Cay Pride
with theatre, music, films, cabaret
talks, exhibitions, sport
and social activities

Full Details In Strength & Pride 89 Brochure — Ring 01-860 5866

LOCAL STRENGTH LOCAL PRIDE
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I decided that not only did |
want to meet other asian gays,
but also, I wanted to address
the whole issue of asian gay
identity.

That was why Shakti was
formed. To provide a forum
whereby asian lesbians and

Our Councils remain fully committed to iy men can mect iy [
combatting discrimination in services and op an asian gay identity that AN
. enables us to be asians as well ' ‘-‘
employment for the thousands of leshians as lesbian o gay. PPy,
and gay men who live and work in our o e O, 8
Tae

old. Starting from an original

LAMBETH, LEWISHAM & SOUTHWARK

w e

three bOl‘OUghS. group of four, we have grown
with regular meetings and dis-
. - b A : St TN
cos, networking with asian L

lesbians and gays both in
London and the regions.
Groups are being formed in
Leicester and Bradford,
Manchester and Birmingham.
We have links with asian les-
bians and gays in Canada and
the States, as well as in India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka.

I cannot speak on behalf
of asian lesbians. They have

Esther Leeves [mﬂ their own voices. But I do
. know that the levels of
Grah Nicholas oppression that they face

within our communities are
even more intense. It asks
asian gay men (o look at the
issue of marriage, of sexism,

Terr Clayworth B of relaitonships between asian
y m gay men and asian lesbians.
Helen Dawson For it is only together in soli-

darity that we can express our
asian-ness and our sexual
identities without having to
leave our community frame-

work. It is together that we
‘gnne Iz)latﬂ.]ews Southwark can raise the issues within the
eter Okali T asian comunities as well as
COUA CIL the host community, and
develop an asian lesbian or
gay community
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TRAX RECORDS

55 GREEK STREE
LONDON W1Z SL
TEL: 01-734 079

—
FRIDAYS TRAX TOP FIFTY
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UNTIL 3.00 am HIGH ENERGY
DISCO CHART NOW AVAILABLE
STAR CABARET
SEND STAMPED
SATURDAYS
ADDRESSED
UNTIL 3.00 am
ENVELOPE.
H DISCO
TRICKY DICKY'S RECORD
STAR GUESTS OPENING HOURS
24TH JUNE
STRIPPERS - DANCE ACTS CELLAR 10AM - 1PM & 5PM - MIDNIGHT
< 25TH JUNE
18 Newport Court, London WC2. 1PM - 9PM
NDAYS MON - SAT 11AM - 12PM
SU ( opposite Leicester Sq tube ) ol
UNTIL 12.30 am
HOT & COLD VEGETARIAN PASTRIES WHOLEFOOD FRESH SOUP &
EEZZEE Rare Deleted Dance and SOUI DRINKS MEALS & SNACKS GATEAUX CAKES SALADS SANDWICHES
Music Specialist. 52 ST GILES HIGH STREET LONDON WC2, TEL 01 240 8042
DISCO CLUB g P
Open Fnday / Saturday & TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD
BAR OPEN 'TIL MIDNIGHT . :
! 1.00 - 6.00 pm.
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May: On the night
before Clause 28
becomes Section 28,
for the first time in living
memory it is worth
watching the BBC tele-
vision news el

June: Pride gets acne days.
Prouder. 30,000
march from Hyde
Park to Jubilee
Gardens for the last
time - the gardens
no longer being
available for hire as
County Hall, home of
local government in
London for several
S decades, is to be
sold for conversion
into a luxury hotel.

As Ethel Merman would have
said, I have the body of a 33
year old. Only she would have
said it in her 70s. For people of
my generation the problem is
the reverse. Physically we may
be in our 30s, but emotionally
we're years younger. To those
of who were 13 or so when
Stonewall happened, being gay
has given our hearts jet lag. In
my case, Between my first
pubic hair and my real
adolescence there is seven
years. | didn't actually get to be
14 until I was 21.

When I was a teenager, at
school, I had to kiss girls. Now
let me make it plain that of
course | absolutely do not hold
anything against girls...which is
really the point, because I'd
rather hold things against boys.

Being at Public School,
there was a plentiful supply (of
boys, that is...) and I had a
perfectly pleasant relationship
with one called Mike...if you
can call midnight trysts twice a
week on the roof of the school
in the summer (freezing) , and
in the laundry cupboard in the
basement in the colder months
(boiling) , a relationship.
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Greetings = "DOROTHY'S
to Pride TRAVELS
- Lan = The Wizard of Oz for
89 b the 1990’s
A musical for all the
from ¢ pretended family
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Sex on a cold tin roof, 33 year old
adolescent Simon Fanshawe recalls his
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still under-21

What is great about people
actually born in the year of
Stonewall is that they don't
seem to understand all this. At
15 they were out in the
playground, kicking shit and
giving their new boylfriend
Action Man as a sex toy. But
they might spare a thought for
us 30s queens, when next time
one of us suggests slipping out
on the roof for a quick one.
Just grab your fags and get out
there,

One bad attack of vertigo and
the earth would start moving
before anything happened.
This wasn't really an
adolescence as all my straight
friends at school seemed o be
experiencing it. | now realise,
of course, that | could have
just lied like them. But even if
I had done, | still wasn't
experiencing puppy love that I
could actually talk about

This is true for a whole
generation of us in our thirties.

At 14 our voices all broke,
our trousers lengthened, out
spots erupted and craters
appeared on out faces as some
kind of tribute to the American
landing on the moon, we
argued with our parents about '
sideburns, but fancying David
Cassidy had to be done
secretly, at the dead of night,
alone with the poster in sister's
bedroom. Actually finding our
own David (OK..so I'm still
obsessed with him) had to
wail, Being "in love", waiting

It was more like hide and
seek in alternating climates of
hypothermia and suffocation
Not only did I get colds in the
summer and chilblanes in the
winter, but I had precious little
sleep and was forced to take
up smoking. This wasn't
because of stress from the fear
of discovery, but rather
because we had to have some
excuse for leaving the dorm
together. The school may have
been fiercely liberal about lots

Silver Service

of things, but they still stuck to fog b Biond calls; agfeeing

the old adage that the e e e et Caterina wi
possibility of cancer at an early w“_h cvcrylhﬁng‘!lu.f,\"s:ud, g : g : i
age was preferable to a blow going butterfly catching 'magmatlon

because they like it, mooning
around like a lovesick
panda...all that had to wait
until we were 19, or 21 or
whenever it was that we nailed
our flag to the mast and had all
our friends say that they had
known for years and were
wondering when we were
finally going to say something
ourselves,

I sometimes have regrets
that acne and my first love
missed each other by seven
years, but it has meant that I've
never had to lie about my age
because until I was 28 I was

job. Sex between consenting
teenagers was still frowned on.

All this was fine and dandy
as long as it lasted. But I didn't
exactly feel that I was
experiencing S..E..X for real. |
suppose | can count my
blessings about that in one
way. I'd hate to have a
relationship as my role model
and only now be able to have
sex on roofs or in drying
rooms. Abseiling may be a
perfectly sensible political
weapon, but I don't fancy it as
a way to sexual fulfillment.

32-34 Goodge Street,
London W1P 1FH

Telephone
01 580 5656
01 603 4955

Claire Shaw
Mark Benjamin

ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN

372 KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON, SE11
01 582 0833

Cabaret every night featuring all the top
acls - every week

LILY SAVAGE, REGINA FONG, ADRELLA
AND LEE PARIS & JIMMY TROLLETTE

PAT, BREDA AND ALL THE
STAFF AT THE VAUXHALL
WISH ALL THE BEST TO PRIDE

ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN
LONDON'S GAY CABARET PUB

CENTAUR

ILATIEX LBATIZIER WIEAR
IFOR MISIN & WOIMIEN

We are a newly established finishers of fine fetishwear made from thick * R
or thin Latex Rubber. The main feature of our designs is our § ,,‘j
revolutionary seaming process which gives the garment maximum (& A\
strength with minimum stress. This allows us the ability to design and '
make any garment to your satisfaction and needs with a guarantee of
longevity. The benefits to you the customer, are Lwoﬁnd. Firstly,
acquiring an exclusive fashion garment from a top haute-couture and
secondly, being able to purchase a garment at very reasonable
prices. Anything from fantasywear to full body
suits and full I);ngth evening dresses. Personal
callers welcome, we are open from
Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am-7pm, or send
£2.00 for a catalogue. Remember we are at the foot of the
stairs by the cathedral.

6 Green Dragon Court/Bridge Arcade, London Bridge, London SEI1

Access & Visa Telepbone 403 4337

cards welcome

Come and visit us on stalls 129/130
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"Michelle Shocked
Gigs with Pride '89"
was the headline that
induced 1,100 women
to pack out the
Hackney Empire on
12 April. The benefit
raised £1,800 towards
the £40,000 needed to
run Pride '89 and was
a roaring success, the
applause deafening.

In July 1988 The Sun ended an
editorial, lauding the growing
intolerance of homosexuality
in Britain, with these words,
"Britain is normal and healthy
and the future is bright".

Section 28 woke lots of
people up to that being a lie,
but the press had been stoking
the fires ever since they
hounded Peter Tatchell into
defeat in the Bermondsey by-
election in 1983.

Aids, of course, could have
been designed in the market-
ing department of some down-
market tabloid, and has given
every rabid right-winger and
born again'er 'moral’ justifica-
tion to call for some more
burnings at the stake.

While we may have been
shocked at the nasty little sec-
tion our brothers and sisters
around the world have seen
much worse.

The Catholic Pro-Life group
in Mexico, for example, sup-
ported by several members of
congress, has called for 'com-
pulsory euthanasia' for Aids

‘A book packed with radical
thinking’
HARRIETT GILBERT

CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE: ™ .

AIDS, Language and the Third
World

AIDS and Critical Practice
Every Virus Tells a Story
Lessons from the Past

The AIDS Industry

AIDS, Altruism and the New
Right

Bugs, Drugs and Placebos
AIDS in the Public Sphere
The Voluntary Sector

Paperback £8.95,

Serent's Tail

g'Sisterwrite

7 IA Women'’s Bookshop and Craftshop §

90 Upper Street, London N1

e Widest range of women's books
available anywhere

¢ Original gifts made by women in
our new craftshop

® Regular Exhibitions of Women's
Work in the Gallery

Mail order, bookstalls,
monthly booklist

Tel 01-226 9782

Open Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Thurs 10-7pm
Level wheelchair access. Tube: Highbury

From The Sun to Section 28, Aids to Compulsory Euthanasia,
the next 20 years will see either more liberation or more repres-
sion for gays and lesbians, Paul Gannon reports

‘carriers' and the rounding up
of all homosexuals.

So far Cuba is the ‘only
country which forces Aids
patients to live in camps, sepa-
rated from their families, but
the repressive trend is gather-
ing pace. China passed laws
punishing homosexuality, drug
addiction and prostitution with
long spells in 're-education’
camps.

Mandatory testing, 100, is
proving attractive to some gov-
ernments, including Bavaria in
West Germany, Bulgaria, South
Africa, Argentina and the
Soviet Union - proving that
crass stupidity of those who
hold the reigns of power is
independent of position on the
political spectrum.

Aids, however, does have a
geography. While it predomi-
nantly affects gays and IV drug
users in the developed world,
the bulk of those affected are
in the poor regions of the
world. Estimates presented to
the fifth international confer-
ence on Aids held in June 1989

in Montreal suggest that up to
30% of young adults and 15%
of children are infected with
HIV in the cities of central
Africa

Aids is not a gay disease, it
is primarily a disease of the
black and poor. The 'experts'
think that there will be 1 mil-
lion cases by 1991, and
between 3 and 4 million by the
end of the century, and most
of them will be in the third
world.

Back in London and the
other gay capitals of the west;
San Fransisco, New York,
Amsterdam, Paris and Berlin,
the figures show, despite what
the tabloids say, that the tide is
turning amongst gays. Gays no
longer form the majority of
new cases, that accolade now
belonging to IV drug users.

This change, of course,
represents a trend set in
motion several years ago, and
is to be credited to our own
resources - our Newspapers
and self-help groups - and our-
selves for listening to what was
said. The credit is all the more
due given the intense attack,
the deliberate creation of igno-
rance by Murdoch and friends,
that was the background to
our life-and-death eduction

EXPECUATIONS.

wish Pride '89

75 GREAT EASTERN STREET,
LONDON, EC2A 3HU

every success

BJ'S DISCO CLUB BAR
BJ'S
WHITE SWAN
BJ'S
556 Commercial Road, London, ET.
Open Sunday - Thursday 'til 12pm

Friday — Saturdsay
Resident DJ Tom

Cabaret Every Night & Sunday Lunch
LEE PARIS
every Tuesday
AMATEUR MALE STRIPPER CONTEST
every Wednesday

LEE, BARRY, JIMMY, TOM
WISH ALL THE BEST FOR PRIDE '89

Sat 24th Pride Party Night
Troy Passion (male stripper) & Bunny

BJ'S DISCO CLUB BAR

campaign.

One small fact says it all;
the new 1989 edition of the
Oxford English Dictionary
credits London's Capital Gay
with the first mention of HIV
in this country - three months
before the scientific journal
Nature

It is this persistence that
gives us the optimism that we
top up each year at Pride. It is
this persistence over the last
years that has seen us build a
campaign against the Section
that shocked the life out of the
Tories. Suddenly the poofs and
lesbos were screaming politics
in their tens of thousands,
invading the mother of
Parliaments and the BBC
News.

It may have led to the ban-
ning of Benjamin Britten by
Kent and Sussex county coun-
cils, but the Section also gave
clear notice that we won't be
going back into that pre-'69
underground without one hell
of a struggle.

Aids and homophobia
respect no national boundaries
- anyone who saw pictures in
the newspapers of Dutch les-
bians and gays demonstrating
against the Section, and being
clubbed by their police for

STOP PRESS

their rrouble, will know that
our struggle is by no means
limited to the borders of
Thatcher's and Murdoch's
vision of a bright, family
future

Moves to introduce a
Europe-wide statute of lesbian
and gay rights will provoke
squeals from the press - and
will only be implemented if
lesbians and gays throughout
the community fight together
for common rights.

As one Dutch gay activist
wrote of lesbian and gay
rights, "our freedom is a fragile
plant, that only blossoms in
favourable weather, alas the
weather is seldom stable in the
Netherlands". That may come
as a surprise to those who see
Amsterdam as a homo paradise
on the North Sea but the
Dutch see Murdoch buying up
papers and tv stations on the
continent and know that the
90s could bring storm clouds
from across the North Sea.

Pride gives us a sense of
strength. Let's make sure that
we use that strength to see that
our liberation has another 20
years of vigorous growth.

\Y4

Lesbian Strength Picnic
Saturday 17th June,

12 noon onwards,

at Hampstead Heath,

near the women's pond.
Listen for the brass band.

Thank you additions:

Phil King;

Anthony

"there's

a AT poofrahiy..Trut.disco
Bildersdijkstraat Amsterdam

(Sundays only):

Peter Boeder:

John Marshall of Gay Times:
Staff and management at

William IV, Black Cap,
Comptons,

Out,

First
Brief Encounter

and Kings Arms.

After a gay man was beaten on
Hampstead Heath in 1972 the

GLF magazine,

asked,

Come Together,
"how much longer are

we going to take this shit?".

A long time it seems.

On the

day we started to compile this

programme we

heard that a

young gay was attacked in
Camden by a group wielding

baseball bats.
How much longer?

longer?

How much

The 21st Anniversay of

otonewall is Coming

5
(&

Pride 1990
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The largest readerships...
The highest sales figures...

Two Days that

s CELEBRATING Shook the World
H &
- AR -~ ___Bryan Derbyshire on the

OFLESBIAN & GAY LIBERATIO

Interview MICHAEL preview Report re ¢ il
SYLVIA CARSON  BOLSHOI CANNES FILM
SYNS reflections BALLET FESTIVAL

Where advertisements really
do pay for themselves.



SAFER SEX
COMES WITH PRIDE!

antibody posmve & negative — it's the same for all
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