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We are proud this year to host the very first Europride,
an international celebration of lesbian and gay culture
being held in the last two weeks in June.

Europride is being held in a time of rapid political
change some of it good some of it bad. The recent
decriminalisation of male homosexuality in the Isle of Man
after a long difficult struggle is an example of success in
the campaign to equalize the civil rights of gay men, -
lesbians and bisexuals. The cost has been high and we :
must never forget that decriminalisation is far from full
equality; in the Isle of Man already it would appear that the
authorities are carrying out vendettas against people
prominent in the campaign. And don't forget July will mark
twenty five years since male homosexuality was
decriminalised in England and Wales; yet rather than
seeing a steady improvement in their civil rights, lesbians
and gay men in the UK in the past five years have
experienced a variety of legal constraints on their lives
e.g. Sections 28 and 25 and the Spanner judgements.

On a wider front Europride is being held at a time
when fascism and racism are on the increase in Europe,

CIAL EUROPRIDE an aberration which if not stopped will affect the life of
OFFI every gay man and lesbian. In its rush towards further
integration, the European Community, although it does
MERC HAN DISE have potential for positive action, may end up aggravating
these problems with it's exclusive “Fortress Europe” plans.

And Europride, although being inaugurated in 1992,
is about celebrating our lives, loves and cultures not

T-shirts: black, white or grey, M, XL & XXL, £8.99

ER R

Vests: b|0C|( or white XL £9.50 celebrating EC single markets.
. ] 1 . -

o e o0 ] In this light we invite you to join us in London on June ~
LIMl'I‘Ed edition badges. £4 27th standing shoulder to shoulder celebrating and sharing .
MUQS' 23 our cultures and experiences. Europride will operate on

4 every level social, political, cultural and sexual, but it will
Limited edition poster: £5 only happen by your participation, it will only become what
you want it to be if you are involved.
Pleose endose £1 p+p per order. So once again welcome to Europride. Join us.

Please make cheques payable to Prowler | Be ABSOLUTELY PROUD.

Press who are fulfilling your order as part
of their commitment to EuroPride. Access/
Visa, please quote card number and ex-
piry date.

Please send your order to Prowler Press, Dept.

PM, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London
WCIN 3XX.

The Managing committee
of the Lesbian and Gay
Pride Organisation

Berkley
Jennie Whitford Ross
Kevin Hunter

= Kevin Moore
EUROPRIDE il s
St. John Adlard
Teddy Witherington

A bSO’u te' Proud The Lesbian and Gay Pride Organisation is responsible for the planning, staging, fundraising, and one hundred and
one other things to do with putting on the annual Lesbian and Gay Pride celebrations in London. It is run solely by

volunteers and receives no funding from Central or Local Government.

TR

V If you are interested in joining Pride and helping to shape the future of Pride please write for membership
information to Pride, BM Pride, London WC1N 3XX.
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he total population of Europe,

including all the ex-Soviet

republics, is about 800 million
people. Of these, an estimated 80 mil-
lion Europeans are predominantly or
exclusively lesbian or gay, and further
120 million are estimated to be bisex-
ual for all or part of their lives.

Almost every European country
has, at some point in its history,
decreed a total ban on homosexuality.
In most cases, the ban solely to sex
between men. Only seven countries
have also had a complete prohibition
on lesbianism - Austria, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Finland, Hungary,
Romania and Sweden. The first Euro-
pean countries to decriminalize
homosexual relations were France in
1791, Belgium and Luxemburg in
1792, the Netherlands in 1811 and
Spain in 1822.

Today, the overwhelming majority
of European countries have at least
partially legalized same-sex relation-
ships. Only seven countries still have
a total ban on male homosexual acts -
Cyprus, Estonia, Ireland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, and the former
Soviet Union except the Ukraine (plus
the former Yugoslav republics of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia and
Serbia). In the sole case of Romania,
the proscriptions against homo- sexu-
ality also explicitly render lesbianism

v illegal.

Ages of
Consent

Seven countries have repealed the
complete ban on homosexual con-
tacts, but still enforce a discriminatory
age of consent which is higher for
homosexuals than for heterosexuals
(on average it is18 years for same-sex
relationships compared with 15 years
forsex between men and women)-
Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary,
Iceland, Luxemburg, and the United
Kingdom (plus the ex-Yugoslav repub-
lic of Croatia and the western half of
Germany). the UK has the highest age
of consent for homosexuals anywhere
in Europe : 21 years. The discriminato-
ry ages of consent also apply to
lesbians in three of these countries -
Bulgaria, Finland, and Hungary.

Seventeen countries have equal
ages of consent for heterosexuals and
lesbians and gay men, with the aver-
age age being 15 years - Albania,
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Nether-
lands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,
and the Ukraine (plus the ex-Yugoslav
republics of Slovenia and Montenegro
and the eastern half of Germany).
Spain has the lowest common age of

A guide to
Lesbian and

Gay Rights
to Europe

consent at 12 years. The Netherlands
doesn't prosecute sex with 12-15 year
olds unless there is a complaint. In
Albania and Italy, the age of consent is
14 years for heterosexuals and homo-
sexuals alike. The legal codes of the
most countries do not specifically refer
to lesbianism. In practice, the age of
consent for sexual relations between
women is usually deemed to be the
same as that for heterosexual women.

Equality &
Protection

W Anti-discrimination protection
for lesbians and gay men is enforced
in five countries - Denmark, France,
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden.
The judicial interpretation of the consti-
tution of the Netherlands, and specific
laws in the other four countries, vari-
ously make it an offence to
discriminate against lesbians and gay
men in employment, the provision of
goods and services, and access 1o
public facilities. Similar comprehen-
sive anti-discrimination legislation is
currently being proposed to the Bel-
gian and Dutch parliaments, and is
also included in the draft constitution
of the eastern German state of
Brandenburg.

W Laws against pub-
lic insults and incitement
to hatred on the grounds
of a person's sexual ori-
entation exist in three
countries - Denmark, Ire-
land and Norway. The
introduction of compara-
ble legislation is under
consideration in Belgium
and the Netherlands.

W Political asylum

has been granted to lesbians and gay
men, on the grounds that they were at
risk of persecution in their home coun-
tries because of their sexuality, by six
states - Austria, Denmark, Germany,
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden
(though asylum is granted at the gov-
ernment's  discretion, on a
case-by-case basis, and not as a
statutory right).

W Lesbian and gay partnerships
are officially recognized in two coun-
tries : Danish homosexual couples
have the right to civil marriage at a
registry office and enjoy all the legal
rights of married heterosexuals,
except for child adoption. Swedish
lesbian and gay lovers who live
together enjoy the same substantial
legal rights as cohabiting heterosexu-
al couples. Additionally, although not
explicitly recognised in law, Dutch
same-sex partners who confirm their
relationship by legal contract are eligi-
ble for some of the rights granted to
married heterosexual people. Italy,
there is a “de facto” legal recognition
of homosexual couples at the level of
municipal administration (though this
recognition grants no legal rights to
the partners concerned), France,
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden are
now looking at Danish-style civil mar-
riage legislation that would allow
lesbian and gay partners to register
their relationship and enjoy legal sta-
tus similar to married heterosexuals.

W Immigration and residence
rights on the basis of a committed
homosexual relationship are available,
at the discretion of the authorities, to
the foreign partners of lesbians and
gay men in four countries - Denmark,
Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden,

W Membership in the armed
forces is open to homosexuals in
eleven countries - Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Germany, Finland, France,
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden
and Switzerland - providing sexual

relationships take place outside of
barracks during off-duty hours. In the
German armed forces, however,
homosexuals are barred from
officer rank.

Discrimination
W The promotion of homosexuali-
ty is banned in three countries
-Austria, Finland, and the United

Kingdom. In addition, the Turkish
government bought charges of

‘spreading homosexu-
al information’ against
gay activists in 1989.

v The UK has
more laws which
explicitly, or in prac-
tice, discriminate
against homosexuals
than any other Euro-
pean nation, East or
West. More gay and
bisexual men are
prosecuted in the UK for consenting
homosexual behaviour than in any
other country in Europe.

W The UK is the only European
country to have introduced new anti-
gay laws (Section 28) in the last
decade. The enactment of this legis-
lation goes against the liberalising
trend towards greater legal equality
for homosexuals throughout the rest
of the continent.

W There are only three places in
Europe where anal intercourse is still
punishable by life imprisonment - Ire-
land, Gibraltar and the Isle of Man. In
all three cases, the anti-gay laws were
originally introduced by the British
during the period of colonial rule. In
Gibraltar and the Isle of Man, Britain
still has ultimate responsibility for their
observance of international human
rights agreements. So far, it has
declined to intervene to ensure their
compliance with agreements such as
the European Convention on Human
Rights which has been interpreter as
requiring states to decriminalize
homosexuality.

W Denmark, Netherlands, Norway
and Sweden are the most liberal
countries in Europe with regard to
recognizing and protecting the
human rights of their lesbian and gay
citizens. These countries provide
concrete examples of the progressive
and practical legislation that can be
enacted to ensure homosexual
equality.

Peter Tatchell

Peter Tatchell's book,
Europe in the pink :
Lesbian and Gay
Equality in the New
Europe, was recently
published

by GMP (£5.95)
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In the past few months Stonewall has helped continue
the fight for lesbian and gay equality through research,
briefings, lobbying in Parliament and the media.
Bur as you can see, much remains to be done. So come
and celebrate what's been achieved, find out what we're
doing for the lesbian and gay community and how
you can help. Join us at the Stonewall Inn, and help
to build a fair society that we will all be proud to

raise our glasses to.

If you want to find out more - or can send a donation -
please contact us

STONEWALL
2 Greycoat Place,
London SW1P 1SB
Telephone 071 222 9007

progress at

Organised by the
Socialist Workers Party

Q
\ A week of
discussion
and debate
from
10-17 July
Central London

Peter Tatchell debates

Gay and Lesbian
Liberation Today
Lindsey German on

Socialists and The Fight
for Womens Liberation
Derek Jarman introduces

his film Edward Il
Plus courses on Gay
Liberation, Sex Class and
Socialism, The Fight for
Women'’s Liberation
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Please register me for L] Week (£38)
[J Weekend (£20)

] Send me a full brochure
Cheques payable to Marxism 92 Send to PO Box 82, London E3 3LH
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wishes everyone a
happy EuroPride '92
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Sunday 4:30pm zo 10:30pm
The Farringdon (Uorks

Open seven days a wecek wich vary-

(Uheelchair access is via a Ramp at
che rear of The Cenzre. However we
regrer that parcs of the centre are

not easily wheelchair accessidle

the

ing opening times For women only
and men only sessions. (Dixed
sessions (Don - Fri. Tam To noon.
Call the Centre For dezails.

CENTRE

eececcscsooROe
The London Lesbian & Gay Centre, 69 Cowcross Street, London, EC1. Farringdon Tube. 071 608 1471

After EuroPride,
continue the fun at
Brownie's All-Night Party

The hottest party in town. To celebrate EuroPride 1992.
Sweat it out all night long. Saturday June 27 6pm-8am.
Always the friendliest gay sauna in town. Brownies has changed.
Now offering the best facilities.

Latest purpose-built Steam Room * Sauna + Power Showers *
More Spacious Changing Area * Sunbed * Snack Bar + Satellite TV *
Rest Lounge * TV Room.

THE BROWNIES EUROPRIDE ALL-NIGHT PARTY
SATURDAY JUNE 27 » 6pm - 8am.

OaNU U S
BROWRNIES &
SAUNA CLUB @Q -
London's best and friendliest gay sauna. O&Q\
14 Gleneagle Road, Streatham, London SW 16 6AB. Tel: 081-769 6998 @’ ¢ o
Male Members only. Membership available from £10 a year A é ?

Entrance £8.50/£10.50 (Members), £12 (Guests)

oTRIPPED!

MILLIVRES LTD WELCOMES ALL THE WORLD'S
LESBIANS AND GAY MEN TO EUROPRIDE '92

SEVEN
SATISFYING

men

OUR PICTURE MAGS HAVE CAPTURED THE HEARTS
(AND OTHER PARTS!) OF BRITAIN'S GAY MEN

Ty

LIPPERSTORE

postman Britain's only licenced exclusively interesting
wears asbestos. gay sexshop, offering the best in alternative
terms of choice, quality and price

FOR DETAILS ON ALL THE ABOVE, PLEASE WRITE TO
MILLIVRES LTD, 116-134 BAYHAM STREET, LONDON NWI OBA
OR TELEPHONE 071 267 0021/071 482 2576. FAX 071 284 0329

ZIPPERSTORE: 283 CAMDEN HIGH STREET, LONDON NW/|
TELEPHONE 071 267 7665 OR 071 284 0537

CllIillivres boo@

A new imprint, already making its
mark. Supporting new authors as
well as introducing oid favourites to
a new audience
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a threat

seriously

ascism and the threat it
represents to the lesbian
and gay community needs
no introduction. For the
best part of the last 12 years organ-
ised fascism has not been very
visible in Britain, the various groups
having spent most of their time fight-
ing each other rather than trying to
spread their poisonous ideas.

Recent events in Europe however
require us to seriously reappraise our
own situation. In France and Ger-
many the neo-nazism which has long
fed on wide spread racism and anti-
semetism, sadly present in almost all
societies and now strengthened by
the “Fortress Europe" mentality, is
increasingly turning its attention
towards the lesbian and gay commu-
nity. A glance at almost any lesbian
and gay publication's world news
section will testify to the increasing
attacks on gay bars and meeting
places by neo-nazis.

Up to the present Britain has
clearly been an exception, the British
National party, the largest and best
organised of the neo-nazi groups
here, has nothing like the support
that the National Front had in the late
seventies or that of it's counterparts
in the rest of Europe. It is important
when looking at the growth of fas-
cism that we are neither alarmist nor

He
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complacent; but we must never for-
get that when the conditions are
right, things can change, and
change very rapidly.

It is clear that the nazis though
small in number in Britain are
attempting to gain confidence from
their counterparts successes in
Europe. The most obvious example
being the recent visit of Jean Marie
Le Pen, leader of the French national
front.

Nazis have never succeeded in
Britain; this is not because fascism is
somehow alien to the British charac-
ter, fascism is as British as roast
beef; their lack of success has been
due to the unification and mobilisa-
tion of a wide variety of groups
against them.

Stopping the rise of fascism will
not be easy, it will require a lot of
determination, a lot of hard work. It
will mean building an anti nazi move-
ment with the broadest possible
appeal, similar to that formed in the
seventies. But this time the move-
ment must cut across national
boundaries, Europe and the rest of
the world must unite to purge this
abomination. The alternative,
brought about by apathy and in
action, does not bear thinking about.

Simon Magorian.

“It is vital we rid |
ourselves of |
them; like weeds
we must pull :
them up, throw
them on the fire
and burn them.
This is not out of
a spirit of
vengeance, but of
necessity : these
creatures must be
exterminated”

Heinrich Himmler
on Lesbians and Gays.

“Homosexuality
should be |
eradicated” |

Jean Marie Le Pen

Jewish Pride

There are more Jewish Pride
events than ever this year!

Aside from the Gala Film Night at the Scala, to which
everyone is welcome, we would like to draw your attention to
our very special Pride Friday Night Chavurah and Meal (26th
June). At this warm, welcoming Shabbat celebration, you can
enjoy an accessible creative service, good food and plenty of
spirit! Jointly hosted by the Jewish Gay and Lesbian Group,
Jewish Lesbian and Gay Helpline, and Hineinu, to benefit the

13th International Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews.

Tickets, including catered meal, are £7.50 (£5 conc.),
available from the Jewish Lesbian and Gay Helpline (see
below). Book ahead to be sure of your place, simply by
leaving a message on the Helpline answer machine.
Venue: Unitarian Church Hall, Hoop Lane Golders Green.

Jewish Accomodation is available during EuroPride,
courtesy of the Jewish Gay and Lesbian Group. Details
from the Helpline.

7\

For more on Jewish Pride I I

Contact the Jewish Lesbian and Gay Helpline W/
on 07 (- 706 3123, Mondays & Thursdays 7pm-10pm. Leave

an answer machine message on this number at other times. Or
write to Jewish Pride, BM Jewish Helpline, London WCIN 3XX.

The Helpline offers a confidential information, support and counselling
service to Jewish lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, their family and friends.

R R e S s

The Metropolitan Police Service wishes those attending
Europride 1992 a safe and enjoyable time.

We would like to remind you that thieves often operate in crowded places.
Please take special care of bags, cameras and other personal items.

If you have to travel to Europride by motor vehicle please remember to:

L Park in a safe well lit area.

k Remove or conceal all valuables, including driving documents and personal correspondence.

k Lock all doors, boot/tailgate.

M

" Set immobiliser/alarm if fitted.

ETROPOLITAN
POLICE
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course, you're not into (*

are you 2

so maybe you're just a little interested in some

slap and tickle, but nothing serious. And perhaps

you've wrestled with your partner during a sex
session, even held him/her down and forced a kiss on
to them.

But no, you're not into SM. And anyway some of the
lesbian and gay papers have said its now illegal.

The police Operation Spanner did bring to trial fifteen
gay men involved in consensual SM with some receiving
convictions of up to 4 years in jail. But those papers that said
SM is now illegal are wrong

The judge’s ruling is clear that fantasy sex, role playing
and dressing up in leather/rubber/fetish gear are outside the
scope of the law. Bondage falls outside of the judgement
too, if there are no lasting marks and no severe pain is
caused. It's likely that mild corporal punishment (spanking),
where there is no injury, is ok too.

What is likely to be considered illegal (even if you con-
sent, even plead for it) is heavy beatings which leave lasting
marks, anything which might be deemed to be torture or the
infliction of more than momentary pain ; any activities which
leave scars, bruises, etc (Careful with those love bites!).

| don't want to encourage you to break the law as it now
stands. However, no prosecution can take place without
evidence against you. Evidence in the Spanner case was a
video and the men's own statements, (they didn't think they
were doing anything illegal). Other evidence might be pho-
tographs or letters. So avoid these.

If you want more information on this topic request the
leaflet from SM gays called “SM and the law". Just send two
first class stamps to SM Pride, SM Gays, London WC1N
3XX. And go out and enjoy your sexuality!

Note. The Spanner appeal at the House of Lords will take
place this Summer

Chris Butler, a founding member of SM Gays,
the social discussion and campaigning group
for consenting sado-masochists.
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GBA,

GAY BUBINESS ASSOCIATION

BCM GBA, LONDON WCI1N 3XX

WISHING EUROPRIDE '92
EVERY SUCCESS
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261 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW5
* TELEPHONE 071 373 9859 »

THE COLEHERNE

The Great

COLEHERNE
RAFFLE

IN AID OF
BODY POSITIVE

tickers £1

=riew SUZUKI GAMMA
MOTORBIKE .,

See you at EUROPRIDE

257 Pentonville Road
King’s Cross
London

1982-1992

winston hayles

Serving the 9Q and dd community for

IOYears

'&' 071837 5617

winston hayles financial services
proud to be a sponsor of europride '92
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rFor Euwurope

Europride 1992 presents us with a
unique and entirely new experience.
For the first time ever, we, lesbians, gay
men and bisexuals from all over Europe
and beyond, are invited to take part in
a common celebration and festival of
our lives and sexuality.

This great opportunity can help us
today to realise the richness diversity
and similarities of our “trans-bound-
aries” community. Meeting together is
a first and necessary step which will
lead us to greater common con-
sciousness, larger exchanges, and

may be more developments and con-
certed actions.

There could be a slight paradox in
the fact that this first European gather-
ing is taking place in a country which
is not exactly perceived as the most
progressive both about lesbian and
gay rights and European co-opera-
tion. But it's just an apparent one,
because Britain has probably the
most important and active gay com-
munity in Europe, and London looks
very much like its real gay capital.

A first attempt to broaden a nation-
al Pride out to a

European level was
made in Antwerpen
on May 5th 1990.
Three thousand peo-
ple from Germany,
The Netherlands and
Belgium took part in
this event. | recalled
this to members of the
London Pride Com-
mittee, when | met
them in August of the
same year. And |
added that the Lon-
don Pride, having
become in the late
eighties the biggest
and the best organ-
ised pride celebration
in Europe, was in the
ideal position to host
a truly pan-European
Pride. | attended the
European ILGA con-
ference the following
winter in Copenhagen
where Europride 92
| received the backing

of this international gay organisation.
Eighteen months later, the work of
hundreds of dedicated volunteers has
made this bright, great day possible.

Throughout Europe the rights of
gay men and lesbians vary so much,
from none to a plethora of rights. That
will obviously have to be fought for
and rectified. But decriminalisation
or legalisation of sexual acts between
sexual acts between people of the
same sex does not guarantee social
acceptance and recognition of
homosexuality. We, lesbians and gay
men, cannot accept just to be tolerat-
ed. We form an essential part of
society and deserve more. This
simple and important fact has not
been fully acknowledged by any
European country, no matter how
“progressive”. We want to be accept-
ed as full citizens with full equal rights.
We want also our differences to be
recognised and respected, and our

specific needs properly addressed
That's certainly an important common
goal shared by us all, despite our
national disparities

Pride Day gives us the immense
pleasure of being ourselves together
freely expressing our affection, love
and care. It also gives us the most
enjoyable occasion of increasing our
self-confidence, strength and
visibility

Let's rejoice, celebrate and party
now. But be careful. Such a great
powerful event could alter our lives a
great deal. That's what I'm hoping

Joseph-Marie Hulewicz was
awakened to lesbian and gay
politics in London through the
1988 Campaign Against Sec-
tion 28. He has since been
continuously reporting on
British lesbian and gay life in
the F