You'll be surprised how much there is in it!

For Lesbians and Homosexual Men

GN to become

Issue 3. December 3rd 1982

a Collective?

The latest episode of the World’s
longest running soap opera

A new working party is to be set up in an attempt to buy out the present owners of Gay News and
establish the paper as a co-operative.

In an open meeting in the Greater London Council headquarters at County
November 29 the idea of a working party was approved almost unanimously. /
iew to achieving co-operative ownership and management of Gay News. If this proves to

trust with a vi

non-commercial lines.
Money for both these
schemes would have to be
found by an appeal to Gay
News readers and the
public at large, perhaps
along the lines of the fund
set up during the Gay
News/Mary itehouse
blasphemy trial in 1977.
Gay News has been in a
state of chaos for more
than two months, tornby a
struggle that has as much
to do with personal power
as with corporate finance.
Angry debate
Well over one hundred
ople filled the room for
?:ur hours of restrained
but angry debate. Discus-
sion centred around the
fact that Robert Palmer,
the present owner, still
owes former owner and
editor Denis Lemon over
£70,000 for the sale of the
paper. £10,000 of this is
due by January 1 — a sum
which it seems Palmer
cannot pay.

Former Owner Denis Lemon
Credit: Peter Burton

If the money is not
forthcoming, some people
believe the ownership will
revert to Lemon, a man
not greatly loved by cer-
tain of the Gay News staff.
Literary Editor Alison
Hennegan said, “T jumped
for joy at the thought that
Denis Lemon would not
be coming through that
door again.”

But the financial rami-
fications of Palmer de-
faulting on the payment to
Lemon are far more com-
plex than they at first
appear.

ces

An advisor on company
law, working from such
information as is public
about the deal between
Lemon and Palmer,

inted out that Denis

emon is entitled to be
aid the money owed to
im — but stressed that
Lemon is not owed any-
thing by Gay News Ltd. It
appears that ultimately
the outstanding monies
are owed by Robert Pal-
mer Marketing Ltd, the
holding company owned
by Palmer which effective-
ly owns Gay News Ltd. If
that holding company —
Robert Palmer Marketing
Ltd—does not pay Lemon,
he (Lemon) has the right
to sue Robert Palmer
Marketing Ltd and to take
the company’s assets (in
reality, the shares and,
therefore, the ownership
of Gay News Ltd). Lemon
also has the right to sue
Palmer personally.

As far as can be judged,
Gay News Ltd still
appears to be a going
concern — but, of course,
no-one knows how much
the company owes.
Though the company
(Gay News Ltd) does not
owe Lemon anything, if
the instalment of £10,000
due on December 31 —and
subsequent instalments —
is not paid, then it is the
holding company (Robert
Palmer Marketing Ltd)
which receives the full
force of any claims. It
would seem obvious that it
would then use all assets to
meet those claims.

However, the only asset
Robert Palmer Marketing
Ltd has is the shares in
Gay News Ltd. The over-

all effect is that Lemon
could possibly end up with
the shares in Gay News
Ltd - but he would only
get what those shares are
worth after all existing
creditors of Gay News Ltd

Hall on Monday,

Its aim will be to form a

it will try to set up a new national newspaper for leshians and gay men, to be run on

Lemon commented that
no-one from Gay News
nor, for that matter,
Capital Gay had bothered
to speak to him about
matters relating to Gay
News’current position.
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Channel 4 has announced on New Year’s Day. De- programme includes
that ‘1in 5’ —the television scribed as ““A very special
programme specifically, party, offering an exciting
but not exclusively, aimed mix of cabaret and con-
at gays throughout the versation and a gay pers-
country — will be screened pective on the year’, the

appearances by disco diva
Grace Jones and drag act
The Trollettes.

Cruising Clones from "I in 5"
Credit: Ed Heath

Story: Stephen Bleach; additional material: Peter Burton

Options

Two main options for
the staff and readership
emerged during the meet-
ing. Firstly a trust could be
set up to buy Gay News
from Lemon - probably
after Palmer had de-
faulted on his payments —
using funds raised by
appeal (Palmer claimed he
was willing to give his
shares in the holding com-
pany to the staff of Gay
News, but warned that this

would ;nake them liable
for the £70,000 owing).

Secondly, the staff of
Gay News could resign en
masse to start their own
magazine Or newspaper.
When questioned about
this, those of the staff who
attended the meeting were
reticent. The idea was
vigorously supported by
Joan Parker from Spare
Rib, who reminded the
meeting that the feminist
magazine had been set up
in 1972 with capital of only
£2,000. Others at the
meeting felt this was not a
realistic proposal for a
national gay publication.

Choice

Effectively the choice
between these two options
has been left to the work-
ing party. The date of the
meeting to form it will be
announced in the next
issue of Gay News.

A third possibility is
that the staff could simply
allow the business wrang-
les to take their course and
continue to work under
Denis Lemon when own-

ership reverts to him. It
seems that very few of
them would be "prepared
to do this.

Fourth and finally, Gay
News could fold and the
employees could go their
separate ways. This option
was not universally dis-
approved of.

Future

Andrew Lumsden, Edi-
tor of Gay News, told
Lavender Letter, “The dif-
ficulties for Gay News and
its staff for too long have
been the secrecy on the
part of the ownership, past
and present, which has
made it very difficult for us
to share our problems with
the gay community. It’s a
breakthrough for us to be
able to hear the opinions
of others who have the
Frospects of a paper for
esbians and gay men as
close at heart as we do.”

Asked what he thought
would be the fate of Gay
News, Lumsden sighed
deeply, peered through
the smokey haze and said,
“The future is impenetr-
able.”

Caption: GN Editor Andrew Lumsden 000000000000 000000O0D000000000000000000000OQgoon

Credit: Kris Kirk

had been paid off.
Renounce Claims

In effect, this can be
interpreted to read that
Lemon could find Gay
News Ltd shares returning
to him — but that, after
Gay News Ltd’s creditors
had been satisfied, what
reverted to him would not
be a viable asset.

An open letter was
signed by many at the
meeting, demanding that
Lemon renounce all his
claims on the finance and
running of Gay News Ltd
and its parent company.
However, he shows no
signs of doing this.

Michael Mason, who
used to work for the paper
but now is believed to
co-own (as well as co-edit)
Capital Gay, alleged that
Lemon would try to pre-
vent collective control.
Yet, as we went to press,
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FOR THAT SOMETHING EXTRA THIS CHRISTMAS
N\ Your Very Own Gay Sports, Leisure, Disco Shop

\  Stockists of Zipper, Impulse, Clone Zone,
Mr. President clothing, Also aselection of low cost LIQUID AROMAS from Great
Lakes Products & Rush. Plus cards. books, badges posters and much, much more.

Paper Moon Cards—in Stock Now

KAES AN: Kensington Arcade, Kensington Gardens, Brighton — Telephone: 693390
10% DISCOUNT TO ALL “LAVENDER LETTER”’ READERS
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The Orchard

RESTAURANT
Brightons’ Prettiest Restaurant

Speeialising in Traditional English
; and Nouvelle Cuisine

First Course

Cream of Chicken and Truffle Soup £1.50
Mussels with Garlic Butter and Roasted
Almonds £1.95
Avocado, Iceberg Lettuce and Bacon Salad

£2.55
Terrine of game on a light cucumbersauce

s £2.40

Sautéed Kidneys with basil and tomato

£1.85
Smoked Eel with Watercress mayonnaise and
red caviar £2.9
Fresh Prawns with Melon Balls on amango
sauce ’ £2.60

Main Courses

Ovwen roasted fillet of Pork, with anavocado
tomato and mushroom stuffin £5.95
Seafood Quenelles, with a Hollandaise sauce
delicately flavoured with tomatoes £6.20
Roast Rack of English Lamb with a rosemazy
sauce £6.55
Casserole of game with potato dumplingsﬁﬁ

Julienne of Scotch Beeffillet in a mild curry
sauce lightly flavoured with pineapple and
almumg £6.85
Pan fried breast of Duck in a cognacsauce
with turned turnips

Breast of chicken stuffed with pureed spinach
and creamed cheese wrapped n filo pasty

£5.95
Scotch fillet steak with Roquefortbutter

£7.65
Scotch fillet steak £7.40

Aselection of fresh vegetables isincludedin
the price

Green salad 50p Mixed salad £1.05 Orchard
salad £1.35

Desserts
Lemon sorbet soaked with Vodka £1.80
Platter of seasonal fruit on a mangosauce
£1.85
Fresh strawberry pavlova with a puree of
berries £1.95
Creépes filled with a passion fruit cream
£1.95
Orange Renverseé £1.70
Eclairs filled with a rich chocolate nut
mousse £1.95
Selection of cheeses and celery £1.80

Coffee with homemade petit fours 70p
V.A.T. and cover charge included

Thereis a recommended service charge of 10%
non-obligatory

33 Western Street, Brighton, East Sussex
Telephone: Brighton (0273) 776618
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Editor: Francesqua Landsdotirr-Janssen
Co-ordinating Editor: Peter Burton

Christmas/New Year

AMSTERDAM

4 NIGHTS from £69.50
Including Drinks/Dinner Party

Special Winter Discounts

to Contributors: Stephen Bleach
Ed Heath
BERLIN & Kris Kirk
AMSTERDAM Ian McGee
Patrick Newley
PALMA Bill Short
Advertisement Manager: Sue Parker
3NIGHTS trom Advertisement Sales Staff: Jane Richards
£97 Classified Administrator: Sue Kinnersley
Contact: Telephone: Brighton 564573
Paul or Martin on P.O. Box 203, Brighton, Sussex BN15QB
01-630 5855 The Lavender Letter is owned by The Lavender Press Ltd and is published
TRAVEL YOUNG formightly. The editor welcomes photographs, news items and. suggestions
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DO YOUWANT TO
GET IT REGULARLY?

Subscribe NOWand we will send
Lavender Letter to you by first class post
within hours of it coming off the press.
Three months, six months orayear—
you choose.

Please send me a subscription to Lavender Letter for
three months (7 issues @ £2.10), six months (13 issues
@£3.90) or 1 year (26 issues @ £7.80).

Lavender Letter lenclosef.......... tocover.......... months

P.0.Box 203 | understand that they will be sent on the day of issue

Brighton, Sussex. by first class post.
BN15QB
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STALLION (Video) SERVICE

offer you a unique and new

TRANSCRIPTION service

Have your Private and Holiday films
transcribed onto Video in our fully
equipped Film and Video laboratories.

FASTEFFICIENT SERVICE

Super 8 to Video (VHS or BETAMAX)

from £17.50 inc.

Video (VHS or BETAMAX) to Video
(VHS or BETAMAX) from £14.50 inc.

Send today for full price list to:

STALLION (Video) SERVICES

10 Little Newport Street, London WC2

_HOTEL GUIDE

To advertise in this section telephone:

Brighton 564573
To advertise in this section CHRISTMAS 1982
RHOSIAN cosist2 sopersinge | |_BOURNEMOUTH
column centimetre and eac
"om issue of Lavender Letter DEAN COURT
reaches over HOTEL
B.B.EM. Full sy {FRANCESROAD
et LS Can you afford not to Ciatrally Sttt DinA bk
Ceptra/ Heating TV advertise? Parking: Full central heating
In every room, Telephone: Sue Parker Dokings eow bty ket s g
Showers & Baths on Brighton 564573 mwb"y mc':f’m
Only £6 night '"dmm:,"&“‘ and festivities
Full board and varied programme
Phone Trevor 0492- : i b
For Christmas Programme ring
78412, Chapel St., CARLTON Karl/Roy 0202 28165
NDUDNO, N.
LLANDOON LODGE
GUEST HOUSE
v || ASTER
Bed & Breakfast in an
i ez~ || HOUSE
Bournemouth house. Friendly
GORDON HOUSE informal atmosphere
GUEST HOUSE with no restrictions. 3, Sumner Place, SW7
18, Purbeck Road. :"“"" a ’::b:'i".';h‘
020224018 ,J::"o:n Ke; Family run hotel with
We are open at Thias ket 5 Boath. individual attention.
Christmas, for details 48 WATERLOO ST. BRIGHTON, Breakfast served in

EAST SUSSEX BN31AH

Phone DA VID. Tel: Brighton (0273) 726580

rooms. Mixed clientele.

Phone Peter 015815888

Brighton
Court Craven | [kl

Rates include English

Breakfast
Evening Meal 3 course -
£2.50 per head
TVinall rooms, own key
Room Service in all rooms
From the 24th-26th

. December
Xmas Dinner £5.00 per
head inc. coffee and
FREE bottle of wine per
table.
14 SUSSEX PLACE,

Hotel

2 Atlingworth Street, Brighton
CHRISTMAS 4 days only
£100 per person
FULLYLICENSEDBAR
FULL CENTRAL HEATING
EXCLUSIVELY GAY
Showersinallrooms

£18 double room, £9 single room
Full English breakfast

- PN | | sty
W
Telephone: 01-734 6391 ™ P | |l e
JOHN Tel. Bryan or Nagib 0273
(1-723 9360 607710

TRADEWINDS

PRIVATE HOTEL
16 EGREMONT PLACE
EXCLUSIVELY GAY
H/C all rooms — Fire certificate
No restrictions — Own keys
Convenient pubs & clubs
Easy parking — Bikers welcome
Access & Visa cards accepted
Phone Peter or David

R




Not to be missed?

NATIONAL: Now that
the shouting is over (well
most of it) . . . it looks as
though all the ‘1 in 5
footage isin the can, ready
to be spliced for your
delight.

The hour-long Channel
4 gay programme will be
beamed out some time
during the first week in
January, though the exact
date isn’t yet for public
consumption. Let's just
say it will probably be
somewhere between the
Ist and the 3rd.*

So what's on show?
Well, Grace Jones for
one, caught on her light-
ning trip to these scep-
tered isles, and plugging
her new single *“The Ap-
ple Stretching™. She's not

R e N S
gay, but she sure gets
those fags jumping. And
the Trollettes, who are.
(Gay, that is.) Thank God
for some real gay visi-

bility.
All this, plus film and
theatre reviews (prob-

ably) and a round-up of
the year’s gay news. Oh
yes, and those dancers
who caused such a rumpus
doing their bump ’n grind
cave-person routine on
the night the show’s ““par-
ty" was filmed in Heaven.

Sexist monsters! Need
their hands and legs
smacked.

This we can’t miss.
*As we went to press, we
heard that 'l in 5" is to be
broadcast on New Year's

Day.

NORTHERN LIGHTS
Whilst we are currently a
paper focusing mostly on
southern-based interests,
we do reach one or two
parts north of Watford! It
is to all our friends ‘“‘up
there” that we say ’ello —
and don’t despair! Look
out for us when we go
North in the New Year. If
you cannot wait that long,
here are the places you
might troll along to and
grab us:

Leicester — SPOTS CLUB
Birmingham — SPARTAN
SAUNA
Newcastle ROCK-
SHOTS PUB/DISCO
Nottingham - PART TWO
CLUB/DISCO
Edinburgh - SHRG &
LAVENDER MENACE
Alternatively, fill in the
subscription form and be
certain of it reaching you.

CAN YOU AFFORD TO
BE WITHOUT IT?

Quote confirmed

Sir id Napley P,
NATIONAL: In the first
issue of Lavender Letter,
we ran a story about
solicitor Sir David Napley.
In this, we quoted Sir
David - who lists amongst
his distinguished clients
Commander Michael
Trestrail and Jeremy
Thorpe — as saying, “T
would like to curb
homosexuality . . . I see it
almost as an illness.”

Alan Rusbridger, diar-
ist on The Guardian,
appears not to have been
convinced by the accuracy

tograph: Courtesy Harrap & Co.
of our quotation. He de-
cided to check with the
great man himself, to
make sure that he really
had said those rather sur-
prising things.

“I'm not at all sure in
the long run that it’s a
good thing to encourage
the development of clubs
where homosexual people
go and meet together,”
Rusbridger reports Na-
pley saying. “Someone
who’s holding it in check
who finds it publicly
acceptable will cease to
resist it.”

response

EXETER: “We would
uphold the right of abso-
lutely anybody to make
their own contribution to a
Remembrance service, no
matter who they ae, pro-
vided they are doing it for
the right reasons, that is
that they are genuinely
paying a respect to their
fallen comrades,” said De-
rek Taylor, South West
officer of the Royal British
Legion, the largest ex-
Services organization.
Mr. Smith was com-
menting on Devon CHE’s
decision to lay a wreath at
Exeter’s war memorial on
Remembrance Day.
“Clearly there must have
been such men in the
Services, although, of
course, it is an offence,”
Mr. Smith continued.
“The wreaths that are laid
are for all men and
women, whatever Service
they were in, whatever
religion, colour or creed.
We do not lay a wreath
and say this is for everyone
except homosexuals.”
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GLC to Fund Fest?

LONDON: A group of
lesbian and gay artists
have been meeting for the
last six weeks to thrash out
a policy recommendation
for the Greater London
Council to adopt with
regard to funding gay
artists. This has now been
presented to Councillor
Andy Harris, and is to go
to the full council early in
December.

The main practical re-
commendation is that the
GLC should fund a
month-long festival of all
the arts, to take place in
venues all round London
next summer. The festiv-

al, which will run along the
same lines as did “Women
Live™ earlier this year, will
culminate in Gay Pride
Week and the Gay Pride
March in the last week of
June 1983.

Initial reaction from the
GLC has been favourable,
although money is unlike-
ly to be forthcoming until
the beginning of April
next year, which is well
into the planning stages of
an event on this scale.

Those involved in com-
piling the report — includ-
ing Kate Crutchley, Noel
Grieg, Martin Humphreys
and Eric Presland — are

meeting to prepare a fes-
tival programme and
budget on Tuesday, De-
cember 7 at 5.30, in Room
180 at County Hall. They
are anxious that others
join them to work out
lans. They are especially
een to hear from musi-
cians, visual artists, film
and video makers, since
the original group has a
mainly theatrical bias.

Further information can
be obtained from Kate
Crutchley, Oval House,
54 Kennington Oval, Lon-
don SE11. Tel. 01-737
2786.

Photograph: Ed Heath

Favourable

Plans by the Devon
group to place a wreath at
the war memorial pro-
voked a front page story in
the Exeter Express & Echo
and a subsequent story |
and photograph in an issue
of the paper two days
later.

A spokesman for Exe-
ter City Council com-
mented, “Any ex-Service
organization who applied
to be represented there
and to lay a wreath would
be accepted. I must admit
I would not put this
particular organization in
that category.”

Bruce Galloway, De-
von CHE member, said.
“We laid the wreath not
only as a tribute but as a
campaigning move. It
challenges the traditional
stereotypes of gay men,
and highlights the discri-
mination against
homosexuals in the
Armed Forces today. The
publicity was very fair,
and ample. We're well
pleased.”

Briefly . .

BRIGHTON: Opposition
is expected from Tory
members of East Sussex
County Council with re-
gard to a recommendation
that the council change its
policy concerning Bright-
on Gay Switchboard.
Labour councillor
Owen Davies, of the
Voluntary Organisation
Sub-committee has sug-
gested that the 1981 deci-
sion which cancelled
Switchboard’s grant be
reversed. He suggests that
a token sum of £50 be paid
to Brighton Gay Switch-
board. A final decision on
this is expected in January
when the full Social Ser-
vices Committee meets,

* * %

SUSSEX: On his conver-
sion to Catholicism, Mal-
colm Mug(feridge stated
that it “had been looming
in my mind for many
years.” The former Editor
of Punch also suggested
that in part his decision
had been made in rejec-
tion of the “‘gay priests and
doctrinal confusion of
Anglicanism”’!

asn’t Mr. Muggeridge
noticed any of the gaity
about the Catholic
church? If he hasn’t, he
must be getting decidedly
short-sighted.

No problems

BOGNOR REGIS: “The
olice visit to the Safari
ar had nothing to do with

the fact thatit’s a gay bar.”

said Mr. Denning, licen-
see of the premises which
are located at Zootopia,

Hotham Park, Bognor

Regis. He was comment-

ing on reports that the

police had raided the bar.
“We run a disco on
Friday nights,” he pointed
out, “and though the bar
closesat 11 p.m., the disco
continues to run until
midnight. On the night in
question, the pofice saw
that the lights were still on
and came in to check that
people weren't still drink-
ing. I'm sure they arrived
with the intention of tak-
ing names and addresses
of anyone who was drink-

ing after hours. But when
they saw that none of our
customers had an alcoho-
lic drink, they left. That
was the end of that.”

The Safari Bar must be
a unique first — a gay
watering-hole set within
forty acres of parkland
and a zoo made up from
ex-circus animals (some of
whom co-starred with
rock’'n’ roller Gary
Glitter).

At present, the Safari is
open on Wednesdays
(from 7-10.30 p.m.) and
Fridays (from 7-11 p.m.).
Discos are held each Fri-
day; women only nights
are held on alternative
Saturdays. Mr. Denning
also said that plans are
afoot to open the bar on
more nights.

Trestrail:
breach”

LONDON: Commander
Michael Trestrail’s gay sex
activities did not lead to
any security breach,
according to the Security
Commission looking into
the implications of the
Trestrail affair. But in its
twenty-seven page report
the Commission, chaired
by Lord Bridge of Har-
wich, criticises the “poor
command structure” at
Scotland Yard which is
responsible for handling
the Queen’s safety at
Buckingham Palace. And
as a result of the inquiry,
stricter selection proce-
dures and a more discrimi-
nating vetting system are
likely to be introduced for
officials appointed to
“sensitive”’ posts.

The inquiry was
ordered by Home Secret-
ary William Whitelaw af-
ter the recent break-in
into the Palace by Michael
Fagan and the quite sepa-
rate resignation of Tres-
trail, the Queen’s body-
guard, after admitting a
gay affair with a prosti-
tute.

The Bridge Report says
that Trestrail carried out
his duties “loyally and
efficiently”, but Lord
Bridge was also moved to

comment on what he calls
Trestrail’s “secret double
life”. “I think there is
undoubted conflict in his
character between the im-
age of himself which he
has succeeded so well in
projecting in his public
and professional life, and
which he would like to live
up to, and his taste for
casual and promiscuous
sexual encounters which
he himself recognised as
sordid and degrading”.
Much is made in the
report of Trestrail’s evi-
dence to the Commission
that his relationship with
the prostitute, Michael
Rauch, “was simply that
of prostitute and paying
customer, that there was
no emotional involve-
ment, and that the meet-
ings were by no means
regular or frequent”.
Bridge comments: “I find
it difficult to envisage
circumstances in which
any risk to security could
have arisen”. He describes
as “a serious indisertion™,
however, the fact that
Trestrail revealed that he
was the Queen’s body-
guard to both Rauch and a
Spanish tourist with whom
he had an affair. =
The report also reveals

“No

that a number of years ago
a fellow policeman had
informed Commander
Michael Perkins (who was
then Head of the Royal
Protection Group and
Trestrail's boss) that he
suspected that Trestrail
was having an affair with
another Palace police-
man. Trestrail denies hav-
ing the affair and Bridge
accepts his evidence. The
informant admitted to the
Commission that he had
no evidence to substanti-
ate his suspicion.

Lord Bridge insists that
positive vetting is now
applied too broadly and
that the rules covering it
must be reviewed. He
criticises the former Met-
ropolitan Commissioner,
Sir David McNee for im-
posing a blanket system of
positive vetting on the
Royal Protection Group’s
staff since the Fagan and
Trestrail incidents. Posi-
tive vetting is supposed to
be confined only to those
with access to highly clas-
sified information and
Bridge comments that the
system is too vague in this
context and “no substitute
for efficient personnel
management”.

60% Against

“Coming out”
] v ' QW; ‘

PORTSMOUTH: In a
poll of listeners taken
towards the end of Radio
Victory’s *‘Topic” prog-
ramme on the theme
Should Gays Stay in the
Closet— Do They Get Too
Much Publicity, 40% felt
that gay men and women
should come out; a re-
sounding 60% were
strongly against gays
“going public”.

During the hour-long
'phone-in programme,
host Tim Colwell and
Lavender Letter’s Peter
Burton dealt with calls
which covered many of the
bogey-men and old ches-
nuts gays constantly have
to confront. “I don’t be-
lieve gays should be mili-
tant,”’ said Vera, *‘because
young people can be influ-
enced and attracted to
homosexuality. This can
cause areas of anxiety and
keep young people trap-
ped in an adolescent
stage.”

One listener — Mike —
who had been molested as

Peter Burton

Photograph: Bill Short

a child was really irate.
“They're a scourge on
society,” he said, voice
trembling with emotion.
“If one of them ever
touched my kids, I'd mur-
der him . . .”

Josephine disagreed
with the use of the word
“gay”. “It’s misleading,”
she argued. *‘How can
they be gay when they're
not leading a normal life
according to the scrip-
tures.”™

Fortunately not all the
responses were so de-
pressing — one listener
proclaimed herself a hap-
py lesbian, another told of
her love for her gay
brother and went on to say
that she has a seven year
old son “and if he grew up
gay I would still love him
as much™, a third felt that
it was important that gays
should have support and
another insisted that “gay
people — like everyone
else — have a right to enjoy
their lives".
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OPA-CABANA

MEMBERSHIP NOW OPEN FOR ‘83
Renewals £5 New Membership £7.50 (Limited)
Memberships will be available from December 1
from The Copacabana

MON & THURS MEMBERS FREE till 11pm
TUES & WED MEMBERS FREE till 12 midnight

GREAT LAKES
PRODUCTS
PRESENTS

’ The undisputed
manufacturer of the
World’s Most
Powerful Aromas

©1981 Great Lakes Products, Inc.
1489 N. Harding St., Indianapolis, IN 46202

GREAT LAKES PRODUCTS (UK) LTD
78a-80 GORRINGE PARK AVE, MITCHAM,
SURREY CR42DJ. 01-6713635
PRICES HARDWARE QUICKSILVER
1 BOTTLE £3.95 £4.50
2BOTTLES £7.50 £8.50
4 BOTTLES £14.00 £16.00

LARGER ENQUIRIES INVITED
BLEASESEND. INBITIBE .. ..o e ioonckonsssoniosuisssssmsusieds

....... BOTTLES HARDWARE at ...........
....... BOTTLESTQUIICKSILVER - S
()¢5 | e

Cheques & Postal Orders only made payable to
GREAT LAKES PRODUCTS (UK) LTD

l......--

HEALTH WARNING: These products should not be used by peaple
suffering from heart, lung or circulatory problems.
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It’s a well-known fact
that authors often base
their characters upon
people they know. Yet
who would have be-
lieved that Christmas
show favourite Toad of
Toad Hall was based
upon a real life charac-
ter —a gay one, at that?

In his biography of
Kenneth Grahame ~ (au-
thor of The Wind in the
Willows, the classic chil-
dren’s book which forms
the basis for Toad of Toad
Hall) author Peter Green
convincingly argues that
the pompous Mr. Toad —
whose criminal high-jinks
lead to a prison sentence —
was based upon Irish wit
and playwright Oscar
Wilde.

Mr. Toad & Osca

Grahame and Wilde's
paths crossed because of
their involvement with the
1890’s literary periodical
The Yellow Book and
Green suggests that the
Wilde scandal (resulting in
the playwrights imprison-
ment for homosexual off-
ences) “...sank deep
into his [Grahame’s]
mind; and twelve years
were to pass before the
core of that terrible epi-
sode re-emerged, trans-
muted and scaled down to
animal fantasy in the mis-
fortunes of Mr. Toad.”

Those wishing to judge
for themselves can see
Graham Chinn, David
King, Graham Seed and
Alan Palmer in Toad of
Toad Hall at the Piccadilly
Theatre, London, from

December 13 for a season.

Another Edwardian
children’s favourite — Sir.
J. M. Barrie’s Peter Pan—
will be making a Christ-
mas appearance at the
Barbican Theatre from
December 16. Staged by
the Royal
Company and co-directed
by Trevor Nunn and John
Caird, the great transves-
tite role of Peter will be
played for the first time by
a real boy - actor Miles
Anderson. And as anyone
who watched Andrew Bir-
kin’s 1978 trilogy of televi-
sion plays The Lost Boys
or read the same author’s
book J. M. Barrie and the
Lost Boys will know. the
story of Peter Pan grew
out of the tales Barrie told
to his beloved Llewelyn
Davies boys.

Shakespeare .

r Wilde

For the
Individualist

In a little shop in the heart
of Brighton, a little man
by the name of Barry is
maing a Huge impact with
his Large range of clothes
— Jogging suits, T-shirts,
string vests, a lovely range
of satin/see thru’ jocks,
etc. .3 cards for all
occasions (don’t miss his
Christmas selection
boys!), and tons of other
goodies: lots of lovely
leather accessories and,
coming shortly, a range of
high-quality men’s toilet-
ries.

Also in stock now, a
good selection of books
for those little stockings at
the end of the bed - titles
include:

“The milkman’s on his
way”’

“Sweet
mance”

“Young, gay and proud”

“Coming out™

“Gay men’s diary”

The window to watch is
KAESAN, opensix days a
week, 10-6 Kensington
Arcade, Kensington Gar-
dens, Brighton, tel:
693390.

1066's
Dinner

HASTINGS: The 1066
Gay Community based at
Hastings and which, with
over one hundred mem-
bers, is the largest gay
group on the South Coast
iS running its first Christ-
mas Dinner/Dance on
Saturday, December 11.
The function will take
place at the Manor Barn,
De La Warr Road, Bex-

and sour ro-
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hill-on-Sea, commencing
at 7pm for 7.30pm.

Admission, open to
non-members also, is
strictly by advance re-
servation. Applications
for tickets should be made
to the Treasurer, 1066
Gay Community, c/o 49
Cambridge Gardens,
Hastings, East Sussex not
later than December 8.
Remittance of £6.50 per
head — which is fully
inclusive “of the four-
course dinner with coffee,
VAT and the open-until
midnight disco —should be
included. The licensed bar
will be open from 7-
11.45pm.

GAY SWITCHBOARD
0i-8377324

Avid readers of Chatterbox, the Bolts Newsletter,
have been wondering about the identity masked by
the pseudonym The Brighton Gnome. Many readers
suspect that the Gnome is diminutive memberships
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LONDON: If you've ever
wondered about the lives
of male impersonators like
Vesta Tilley and Hettie
King, who were so popu-
lar at the turn of the
century, you'll want to see
a new dance-drama about
them which is due to open
in London.

“The Impersonators™ is
a new dance-drama, writ-
ten, directed and choreog-
raphed by Jacky Lansley-
which examines the world
of Victorian Music Hall
and in particular the lives
of the male impersonators
— showing both the gla-
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mour and the drudgery of
their roles as female work-
ing class entertainers. The
story of Jekﬁll and Hyde
forms the basis of the
piece, and we're told that
the familiar Victorian
melodrama is turned on its
head to explore the stark
contradictions of Victo-
rian sexuality and build an
ambiguous imagery
around impersonation
both male and female.
“The Impersonators™ is
playing at the Drill Hall,
16 Chenies Street, Lon-
don WCI from December
16 to January 9. Box
Office 01-637-8270.

Briefly . .

LONDON: The yummy
Steve Swindlls of The Lift
is busy looking for a new
home for his successful
Thursday night only ven-

.ture. The present location

— The Gargoyle in Dean
Street — closes down after
sixty years on December
23.

“We'd like to keep the
Thursday night Lift in
premises that are on the
top of a building.” Steve
told Lavender Letter just
before whizzing off to
New York *“on music
business".

Meanwhile, Lift IT goes
from strength to strength
at Stallion’s, off Charing
Cross Road. Orniginally,
Steve and his partner Tim
Clarke ran Lift I from this
venue on Friday nights
only — but so successfully
did it take off, that Stal-
lion’s management let
Steve and Tim have Satur-
day nights too.

e S

LONDON: Once famous
for his portrayal of Jason
King in the television
series Department S, actor
Peter Wyngarde was re-
cently declared bankrupt.
Now living on social secur-
ity in Kensington, the
actor’s fortunes went into
a decline after he
appeared in court charged
with committing an act of
indecency with another
| man.

®x * X

NOTTINGHAM:
PART TWO, England's

person Bill Short. But Bill has been furiously denying
this: “[can't write,” he confessed to Lavender Letter.
Now —in an exclusive photograph — we can reveal the
identity of the Brighton Gnome. A regular at the
doors of Bolts at Sherrys in Brighton, the gentleman
pictured above wished to remain anonymous. “But
he’s outside Bolts every Sunday.” Bill Short told us,
pointing an accusing finger. *I believe he’s the

Brighton Gnome!”

Q?Q'“ .‘lfb“‘\-

RICHARD WELCOMES ALL OLD AND NEW FRIENDS to

*"THE OASIS CLUB

12PARK ROW, BRISTOL 1-Tel: (0272) 23447 .
PROUDLY PRESENTING IN CABARET WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 7th

THE HILARIOUS SISTERS SLIM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 21st CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH CABARET BY TONYSINCLAIR

Visit our new shop for cards, leather/clothing, jocks, toys, popper etc.
Try our delicious basket meals at reasonable prices. Non Members Welcome

LONDON: Bang DJ and
co-founder Gary London
will once again be hosting
a charity gala night at the
capital’s oldest established
American-styled gay dis-

co. Anyone who goes
along on De-
cember 20 with a toy, gift
or game will get free
admission. All gifts
brought along will be

donated — as has been the
case for years past — to the
Dr Barnado’s Children’s
Homes.

CLASSIFIED
inby

Wednesday,
day prior to
publication.

LONDON: No sooner
had Commander Michael
Trestrail been cleared of

causing any security
breach by the Bridge
Commission, than

Michael Rauch, the male
prostitute who had pro-
voked the whole ugly
scandal, was bursting into
print in the News of the
World. In a Page 3 story,
Rauch claimed “Trestrail
was obsessed by the
Queen - he insisted that I
call him Ma'am."

Meanwhile, in the same
edition of the paper, ex-
butler Andy Hawkins was
claiming that “We regard
this man [Rauch|] as a
traitor. He has broken all
the rules.” Hawkins went
on to say, “‘Male prosti-
tutes are hoping to raise
several thousand pounds
to hire a gun to eliminate
him.™

'most prestigious gay dis-
cotheque., is proud to
announce the opening of
its new in-club shop and
mail order service -
“TRADIN’ POST".

The “TRADIN' POST"
i1s situated on the first floor
of the club and has a large
selection of clothes. athle-
tic wear, gifts. cards,
books, leather accessor-
ies, lubricants and liquid
aromas.

Club owner Ross Smith
secured the services of
Nigel, founder of CLONE
ZONE, for the design and
stock.

The shop and mail order
department will provide a
service to the gay com-
munity unequalled any-
where else in the UK.

Mail order catalogue
will be mailed on request.
Address: Robert House,
5-13 Canal Street, Not-
tingham.
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4A’s

Australia. . . Africa

For best prices with
reliable airlines to all
destinations
call Clive

01-788 9954

(24 hour Answering)

WE WANNA
KNOW! ABOUT
YOUR GIGS,
SPECIAL NIGHTS,
STAR
APPEARANCES

ETC
Telephone (0273)
564573

LAVENDER LETTER

Letters to the Editor

Dear Lavender Letter,

We have just received copies of Issue 1 of the Lavender Letter and would like to
send our congratulations to you and all the staff on such an excellent production and

interesting new venture,

Our best wishes to everyone from all on this side of the water,
Love and gay solidarity, Tonie Walsh, General Secretary, National Gay

Federation, Dublin, Eire.

Dear Lavender Letter

Thank you for your
Editorial on Remembr-
ance (LL2). Your Joe and
my Ron are both dead.
They both have watery
graves; Joe in the South
Atlantic and Ron nearer
home. He was shot down
over the Channel with a
Star of David round his
neck, in 1945, They both
died in the fight for free-
dom, the fight that we,
among other things, might
be gay, and they are both
remembered.

The pink triangle that I
wear with pride today is in

remembrance of all gays
who died in Hitler’s con-
centration camps with a
pink triangle sewn to their
clothes—and as a symbol of
my faith in gay equality in
the future.

Time helps to heal, but if
I did not shed a few tears
for Ron, I hope my lover,
with whom I have lived for
twenty-nine years, would
be ashamed of me. Yes, we
should remember them
with gay pride. ?
Yours sincerely, Bernard
Williams, Convenor, Gay
Bereavement Project,
London NW11.

Champagne is winging its way to B.
Williams at this moment. Don’t forget
that the best letter to the editor each week
wins a bottle of bubbly.
Lavender Letter, P.O. Box 203, Brighton
BN1 50B.

Dear Lavender Letter,

I have read your first
two issues with interest,
enjoyment and amuse-

ment. Serious reporting
tempered with humour
and humanity brings a
much-needed breath of
freshness to a gay Press
hitherto seemingly devoid
| of gaiety! Long may you

flourish, more power to
your elbow, and similar
colourful expressions of
encouragement!

Peter, Worthing, Sussex.

The address: Lavender
Letter Letters, PO Box
203, Brighton, BNI1
50B.

BIRTHDAY
_ PA(I]iTY

FANCY DRESS THEME
(BABIES

Spm till Midnight °

N THER
||>LENDUUR)

AEMBERSHIP RENEWA

"NOW AVAILABLE
At £4. New \Mems £5.

For A Full

Years NMembership

Dear Lavender Letter

We were delighted with
your first issue and feel
that its arrival in the gay
media is both timely and
important. We welcome
your new and positive
approach and applaud
your policy of integration
of the sexes. It was good to
see two large fashion
advertisements in a gay
paper and two attractive
women in them: we — no
doubt along with many
other gay women — are
tired of the stereotyped
image of lesbians pre-
sented elsewhere. We also
enjoyed the piece on men’s
and women’s bodybuilding
and were heartened to
read that Wendy is not
afraid of losing her
feminity!

The layout of Lavender
Letter is pleasing and
makes for easy reading;.
there’s a mnice balance
between news and fea-
tures; and it’s encouraging
to see you appealing to all
gays, regardless of age or
situation.

Don’t let all this go to
your head!

Good luck, Emma Read

and Stephanie Norris,
London NW1.

Lavender
Lotter

Nightspot News

The Tureen

Serving dinner Tuesday to Saturday
Lunch Saturday & Sunday

Fresh and Imaginative Food at Unpretenti

31 Upper North Street
Brighton. Telephone: 28939

SENCOUNTERS/Z

52-54 BUTE ST. LUTON.
PHONE:(0582) 26714/414344.

Home Counties Premier Gay Venue

OPEN ALL OVERCHRISTMAS
inc. Christmas Day

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH £6.00
CHRISTMAS NIGHT PARTY £4.00

(Free drinks after 12.30 on Christmas night)
Both functions bookable

Membership £2.50 Quarter

2 Terminus Road
(top floor)
Eastbourne, East
Sussex
opposite Railway Station

Telephone:
Eastbourne
22768 or 56939

FANCY DRESS

HIRE

From Stone Age to Space Age

HOWTOGETTOACE
FANCY DRESS HIRE

__lL__

GROVE ROAD
WE ARE HERE~

GILOREDGE ROAD

THE AVENUE

Q UPPERTON RD

TASTBOURNE
RAILWAY
STATION

ASMFORD RO.

TEAMINUS RD

ARNDALE
CENTRE

—

—
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ing Monday night — when

the crowds turned up in

unexpected droves.
Speaking of BANG, DJ

thought of naughty
NICKY PRICE in nappies
and fantasising about
PICKLE in a leather rom-

Peter Burton’s

GARY LONDON tells per suit!

me they’re holding a The lovely ALEX, who
PINK SATIN GIN uysed to work at
NIGHT on Thursday, De- MOTHER BOLTS in
cember 16. The first one HARINGEY. is now
hundred people in BANG  working at the CAMDEN

will get a free cocktail —
featuring, of course, the
star drink of the evening,.
PINK SATIN will be
served at half price until
11.30 p.m. Members and
guests will have a chance
to win a PINK SATIN

PALACE - a favourite
haunt of mine, not parti-
cularly gay, but packed
with humpy numbers. For
those who can find looking
at beautiful people of
either sex a pleasure, a

Nightlife Ne

A CHANGE IS as

WS

S

& Views

lg)ood a rest, I’ve always
een told. Well, I don’t
know about “rest” — but
I've certainly made a
major change. Regular

. COCKTAIL KIT - and
there will be prizes for the
most outrageous pink cos-
tumes or make-up!

night at the PALACE can
be areal treat. And I have
such a passion for YOBS
with just a smattering of
style!

readers of this column §E
will — needless to say — @
have realized im-
mediately what has
happened. New read-
ers, start here.

This column was — until
fairly recently — a regular
feature in GAY NEWS

t(or MISERABLE
5 NEWS, as afriend of mine
= calls it). When life at that
9 publication became quite
‘S unbearable, I quit — vow-
£ ing never to become in-
S volved in gay publishing
% again.

brain might well decide I
was seeing things because
of one too many . . . and
that would never do.

I hear that BRIGHT-
ON’s ADELAIDE

Asyou cansee—my VoW
lasted about as long as a
NEW YEAR’S RE-
SOLUTION!

As we totter towards

CHRISTMAS, we . also |

enter the height of the club
birthday season
anniversaries are up-and-
coming for HEAVEN,
SUBWAY, BOLTS in
BRIGHTON and — not
too far into the NEW
YEAR - BANG. The
latter, grand-daddy of
them all, will be entering
its eighth year in Febru-
ary. It hardly seems possi-
ble. I remember, as if it
were yesterday, the open-

Nappies next for naughty Nicky

The

Courtyarn

Newcastle Upon Tyne

- Newrastle

borough Crescent

Tel 322037
Newest & Best
"Gay Pub

- In

should make an appear-
ance at this evening — if
only to confirm the nasty
rumours circulated by
HIM MAGAZINE about
my gin drinking. Anyone
in the know, would be
aware that since I ditched
the pints of PERNOD

AND WATER, my basic

THE ORIGINAL
" personal room
odouriser

from

POPPERS BY POST

Get It In This Christmas

HEALTH WARNING: These products should not be used by people suffering

~ tipple has been SCOTCH
AND WATER.

Incidentally, anyone
who's feeling a bit con-
fused about this particular
BANG evening, shouldn’t
worry. It had been plan-
ned as the CHRISTMAS
CHARITY NIGHT
with all gifts and toys to go
to DR. BARNARDO'S.
At the last minute, there
was a change of plan, the
charity night is now De-
cember 20.

BABIES IN THEIR
SPLENDOUR is the
theme for BOLTS FIRST
BIRTHDAY PARTY at
their BRIGHTON venue.
Goodness only knows
what outrageous costumes
will be seen on the night —
Sunday, December 19.
Some members are
already shuddering at the

£2.50 per standard size
bottle including p&p

DANNY HORGAN (C.G.)
57 Dalling Road, Hammersmith,
London W6 0JD
or phone 748 5345 for details

heart, lung or circulatory problems.

I really do feel that T

As we go to press, I'm
looking forward to a night
of sleaze at HEAVEN -
the ultradisco’s AMER-
ICAN TRASH NIGHT
which stars the divine
DIVINE. She/he was
absolute bliss earlier this
year — when she/he work-
ed the same trio of British
clubs: HERO’S in MAN-
CHESTER, PART TWO
in NOTTINGHAM and,
of course, HEAVEN.
Thistime around DIVINE
is also appearing at BUS-
TERS in COVENTRY -
AND HEAVEN enter-
tainments person KEVIN
MILLINS tells me that
DIVINE would like to do
other dates in this country,
if suitable venues can be
found. Watch out for an
interview with DIVINE in
our next issue — published
on December 17. T've
already read it and think
it’s great fun!

rumours have reached
me of a fallout between
BANG'S DIJ'S MR.
CHRIS and the lovely
COLIN PETERS.
According to my spies,
tears were shed — with the
net result that

las

Heaven's Kevin Millins

CHRIS is no longer spin-
ning the discs at the
famous Monday and
Thursday disco. What can
that have been about?

Ifind the idea of a bar in
a zoo fascinating — and am
determined to tootle off to
BOGNOR REGIS to see
if the stories about THE
SAFARI BAR are true.
After a few drinks, I think
I might find the idea of all
those animals a wee bit
alarming. My fuddled

¢ detests
t music that’s played in
i most gay venues.

CLUB is about to become
rather larger — workmen
are busily rebuilding the
area at the back of the club
so that even more peoFle
will be able to cram in!

DJ Gary London

Speaking of BRIGHT-
ON, South Coast fans of
NORMAN SCOTT will
be shocked to hear that
the oft tired and emotional
DJ will only be appearing
at BOLTS at SHERRYS
on about one Sunday in
four. NORMAN’s detrac-
tors will be delighted. But
what will this do to sales of
BREAKERS in
BRIGHTON?

What is the secret of
STEVE SWINDELLS
and TIM CLARKE’s suc-
cess? They certainly seem
to have hit the right
formula with THE LIFT —
and LIFT IT, now a winner
on Friday and Saturday
nights at STALLIONS, a
club which had been de-
cidedly ailing until they
came along. Maybe I'm
not the only person who
the basic disco

DJ’s
always claim that their
supporters “don’t like
anything different” — but
I'm convinced that’s not
true. Certainly not judg-
ing by the mix and match
style I've encountered in
my travels around the
country over the past year.
Only LONDON and
BRIGHTON seem stuck
rigidly to this old-
fashioned formula.

and that's it for now. Next
time around, all the news
about who’s doing what
where over Christmas and
the New Year.

Have a boppy time!
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TURN ON TO ,THE AROMA OF THE 80’S ..’

(IRUSH. P parpellen

is the ultimate answer to giving you Rush as fresh as the day it was bottled.
Even after you open the bottle, the millions of tiny micro-traps in the

Power-Pak Pellet continue to, capture and eliminate the impurities which cause
decay. So Rush always slays?resh and powerful when it counts

PURITY-POTENCY-POWER ,-——’J@,IHR'ES
TRADEENOME
Two Great Originals from . . . \E/\!_Ejggmf‘

RUSH DISTRIBUTION UK,
ISABEL HOUSE, 46 VICTORIA ROAD, SURBITON,
SURREY, ENGLAND. Telephone: 01-399 9855

HEALTH WARNING: These products should not be used by people with heart, lung and circulatory problems.

RUSHED TO YOU IN TIME FOR XMAS




RUSH - for that

something extra at
Yuletide

RUSH, the leading brand
name of Isobutyl Nitrite
has been variously de-
scribed as the “Rolls-
Royce™ and the “Coca-
Cola” of Room Odorisers.

Because of its unique
aroma, RUSH already has
the edge over its competi-
tors — and for the club
goer, who seeks the strong
and raw aroma of a huwv
duty product, then
HEAVY DUTY BOLT is
the answer.

Storage is no problem
with RUSH - with their
POWER PAK PELLET -

a pellet in every bottle
which contains millions of
tiny micro-traps which
capture and eliminate the

impurities which cause
decay.
There are also HEAVY

DUTY BOLT DISCO
VIALS, sold in cases of
twelve, which RUSH is
offering at a special price
of £4.99 inclusive — ve ery
useful for those times
when you don’t want to
open a full bottle — and
great for passing around as
well as for making friends.

MAKE FRIENDS
THIS CHRISTMAS
WITH RUSH!

-
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DEAR VERA

Audacious, witty, downright rude but never sympathetic, that’s our Vera. Write
to Vera with your problems but don’t expect her to help. Champers for the best or
problem each Issue (printable please). Lavender Letter, P.O.

most outrageous

Box 203, Brighton BN1 5QB

Dear Vera,

I have used a vibrator
regularly for the last six
years, but recently the
motor burnt out and now I
cannot find a model that
suits me the way the old
one did. Can you suggest
any good modern makes
that might do the trick?
Veronica
Answer: How about a
Honda 650?

Dear Vera, e

I’m only 27 and have
been sexually active as a
homosexual since I was 17,
but now I find it difficult to
get a hard-on. What shall I
do?

Dear Vera,

I hygve recently met a
new lover who really turns
me on, but he is a vegeta-
rian and insists on cooking
me beans, brown rice and
lentils, etc. This inevitably
causes me to have really
bad wind as I am too
embarrassed to fart in
front of him, I either make
excuses and go home to
sleep or spend the night
awake with my buttocks
clenched. How can I get
around this embarrassing
problem?

William.

Answer: Be brave, and
cast your fate to the wind —
alternatively, do as I do —
blame the cat!

Roland.

Answer: Regular dipping
in Robin's starch r ht
help, dear.

Dear Vera,

Ever since [ had a nasty
accident with the Hoover I
have been unable to have
sex. I cannot talk to my
doctor about this as I am
too embarrassed. What
can I do to remedy the
problem? Clive

Answer: Forget this
traumatic incident; but re-
member, next time be sure
to employ a cleaner — and
use a toothbrush (it's
smaller)

e 7 e 7 e A v e ke o e deokeodkeok kA
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Dear Vera,

When I was in my
twenties I was the dolly of
the discos. I went home
with a different woman
most nights. Now it seems
as though only a few years
have passed but everything
seems to be for the young. I
get sneering looks when [
hover near a bar, trying to
hold in my tummy and my
false teeth. Where can I go
to {ind people who don’t
want to judge, but want a
goud time like me?
Dorothy.

Answer: Have you tried
midnight on an unlit
prom?

Editors Note:
Seriously though folks, if
you have a problem but
don’t know who to get in
touch with ring us or write
andwe can give you details
of who to -contact in
confidence of course.

DO YOUWANT TO
'GET IT REGULARLY?

Subscribe NOWand we will send
Lavender Letter to you by first class post
within hours of it coming off the press.
Three months, sixmonths ora year—
you choose.
Please send me a subscription to Lavender Letter for

three months (7 issues @ £2.10), sixmonths (13issues |
@ £3.90) or 1 year (26 issues @ £7.80).

Lavender Letter lenclose£.......... tocover.......... months
P.O.Box 203 | understand that they will be sent on the day of issue
Brighton, Sussex. by first class post.
BN15QB
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Question:-
Who's bitchy, rude
and unsympathetic?

Answer:- 4
Vera.

Read herevery issue.

for the
best letter
to the Editor
every issue,

Brighten up your life,
find new friends in our
personal column.
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MEDIAWATCH

Welcome. Those of you
who devour the music
magazines will have been
heartened a couple of
months ago to see Record
Mirror initiate a weekly
Gay Disco Top 20 Chart.
They’re still running it,
but have since changed its
title to the mildly witty,
but far less up-front, Boys
Town Disco Chart. I won-
der whether this change
came about because
they’'ve had postbags of
mail from outraged pa-
rents of twelve-year-old
readers?

Gay male lechers who,

| like me, used to buy the

teeny magazine Oh Boy
for the splendid pictures of
bare-chested young men
from pop groups will share
my disappointment that
the pin-ups are far less
revealing ever since one of
our boring morally upright
MPs asked a question in
the House about their
tendency to deprave and
corrupt.

Staying with the music
magazines, they’ve been
having a field day recently
informing their readers
that the luscious David van
Daay (the male half of
Dollar, that winsome two-
some who epitomise
heteropop and whom I’'m
afraid I love to death) is
making a movie called
“Do You Believe In
Fairies?” Why the snig-
gers? Do they know some-
thing T don’t.

Must say I had a little
snigger myself whilst read-
ing an interview with
Frankie Vaughan in the
November 27 issue of
Radio Times. Seems that
butch image we've all
yawned at from the 50’s on
is all the result of cross-
dressing! “T used to come
on in a powder-blue suit
and dicky bow,” explains
Frankie. “The topper,
tails and cane idea came
later when I decided to do
a little send-up of myself. I

ot the idea from a male
impersonator I worked
with.”

Readers of London’s
Standard will not need to
be told that Peter Holt,
who writes the Ad Lib
column, is not averse to
giving Friends of Dorothy

a plug or two. Items on

Elton John, Tom Robinson
and the gorgeous Boy
George all aEpeared in his

column in the space of a
week last month.

Now that he’s a chart-
topper all the teeny mags
are taking care not to say
anything about George’s
(ahem) ambiguous sexual-
ity. Not so the boy him-
self. In an interview with
Fiona Russell Powell in
The Face (where she
proudly trumgets the fact
that she’s celibate) he says
that, with regard to sex
with men and women
“T've never not done one
or the other.” In a rather
unfortunate phrase he also
tells her that “‘Sex is blown
out of proportion
twenty-four hours a day
it’s shoved down our
throats

"

DOLLAR: “that winsome twosome who ep

And one final comment
from the music press: Julie
Burchill, who always tries
so desperately hard to be
controversial, describes
London’s gays (in a review
in The lgace of Tula’s
autobiography “I Am A
Woman) as “the capital’s
creepily misogynistic
homosexual community.”
She’s made a lot of snide
references in the past to
gays and it seems that Ms.
Burchill’'s bad case of
homophobia is getting
worse.

DO YOU
SELL
SPACE?

Do you have time between calls, can you
spare a few hours weekly?

Thenring us at Lavender Letter.

We will tell you about ourselves, ourrates, .
commission and provide you with back up
material and support.

Ifyou livein Avon, Cornwall, Devon, Essex,
Hampshire, Surrey or Wales contact us on:

BRIGHTON 564573
orwrite to:

P.0.Box 203, Brighton, Sussex BN15QB

Congratulations to
Lavender Letter for mak-
ing it into the qualities on
its first issue. Guardian
diarist Alan Rusbridger
picked up on the paper’s
front-page Sir David Na-
pley (“I would like to curb
homosexuality™) story on
November 23.

In fact there have been
quite a few gay references
in the Guardian over the
last couple of weeks. Pat
Horne, describing her
teenage son’s reaction to a
police spot check tells of
the policeman who tries to
degrade him by asking him
if he’s a “fruit” — one of
the more derogatory
terms for homosexual. As
it happens, the lad is not
homosexual, is fully aware
that homosexuality is not
illegal, and has been
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brought up in a household
where if he were homosex-
ual he would not feel
compelled to hide the fact.
Apart from the obvious
point that it’s good to see
n print an example of how
stop and search powers
are misused, it’s also nice
to know that such house-
holds exist. And I guess
the article might make
some readers stop and
wonder what happens in
such a situation to those of
us who are real live
“fruits.”

An article in the Daily
Telegraph by Colin Welch
takes the side of the police
in the current argument
over whether they should
have special training in the
socio-economic condi-
tions of minority groups in
Britain. ‘““The police-
man,” argues Welch, “is
already overburdened
with pseudo-sociological
claptrap. It clouds his
mind, paralyses his will,
stays his hand, bedevils his
promotion prospects.” 1
understand — but do not
accept — the first three
examples. But bedevilling
promotion prospects?

Talking about promo-
tion prospects, there’s
been plenty of news on
one policeman who’ll nev-
er get promoted again.
Strangely, The Guardian
didn’t mention in its
coverage of the Bridge
Enquiry the one piece of
news that the tabloids
seized on: “Queen’s sha-
dow had gay affair with
cop,” as the Sun put it in

its own inimitable way.
Perhaps The Guardian
took more note than the
Sun et al that this was
purely an unsubstantiated
allegation. The majority
of press coverage took a
“forgiving” attitude to
Trestrail himself, but ac-
cused Lord Bridge of
being complacent for
saying that he was satisfied
that there was no breach
of security involved. Typi-
cally, it was the Sun —
which reported the whole
affair to the police in the
first place — which berated
Bridge for having *‘a mea-
sure of understanding for
the Commander” and
squeezed in that archaic
insult *‘deviate” to de-
scribe the unfortunate
Trestrail.

I notice that Private Eye

itomise hetero pop”

continues with its usual
subtle and sympathetic
gay coverage. As well as
its usual “The Gays™ car-
toon about herpes, an
Auberon Waugh piece on
herpes and London’s 100
Most Eligible Bachelors
and a review of a non-
existent Alan Bennett play
setin a public convenience
and featuring a retired
mentally subnormal
homosexual librarian,
there’s a spoof letter to the
Times protesting at the
media’s intrusion into the
Soviet spy Prime’s private
life — signed by Anthony
Blunt, Jeremy Thorpe,
Trestrail and others.

The Sunday Times
coverage of gay issues
proceeds apace. There
was a long piece about the
Jewish Church’s (poss-
ibly) changing attitude to
homosexuality plus a
piece on gay artist Oswell
Blakeston. It didn’t men-
tion he was an “‘out” gay,
but drops a heavy hint by
revealing that, when he
lived in Paris, Oswell
“accidentally sat on a
hand sculpted in wax by
Jean Cocteau and told
Andre Gide how to cook
écrevisse.

Don’t forget - if you find
a gay-related article, or
news story which either
makes you hopping mad or
want to send a bunch of red
roses to the editor, please
send me a copy. Address it
to Kris Kirk, Mediawatch,
Lavender Letter, PO Box
23, Brighton BN1 508B.



The 499th Man |

The 499th Man Patrick Newley ponders the pleasures and
pitfalls of self-indulgence

Recently I've become
known as Tooting’s
answer to Christine Keel-
er. Nothing that that expo-
nent of 1960’s easy virtue
has done can compare to
my sexual exploits. T am
more tarty than anything
dreamed up by Mr Ki-

pling.

I should say at the
outset that this title has
been thrust on me, not by
my gay friends, by by the
straighter ones. Homosex-
uals are of course prom-
iscuous and self-
indulgent. We sleep with
anybody, fritter away our
money in smoke-filled
dens of iniquity and dress
merely to attract atten-
tion. In the current issue
of that bastion of right-
winged religious prop-
oganda The Plain Truth,
the Editor condemned
homosexuals by saying
that “they are shame-
faced perverts who flaunt
themselves as if they
actually had something to
be proud of’.

But is self-indulgence a
crime? Let’s face it, cer-
tain aspects of religion are
self-indulgent to say the
least. Changing all that
water to wine was a bit
show-offish for a start.
You'd expect it from Paul
Daniels but not from the
other gentleman. And
Moses parting the Red Sea
was a gesture on a grand
egocentrical scale. Not to
mention Bernadette drag-
ging all those poor villa-
gers along to a grotto in
the middle of nowhere just
because she'd had a vi-
sion. I have visions every-
time I pass the Coleherne
Pub in Earl's Court at
closing time, but I doubt if
Jennifer Jones will make a
film of that.

So why are gay men and
women often thought of as
being self-indulgent? A
straight man walking into
a bar and boasting of his
sexual conquests with
women is treated with the
reverence of a saint. But a
gay man or woman who
talks of different partners
is seen through straight
eyes as being promiscuous
—in short: a whore.

Wearing a British
Homes Stores cravat one
day at a straight party, 1
was accused by my host of
“flaunting my homosex-
uality”. The host then
called me to one side and
shoved a pint of Brown
Ale and a packet of
Woodbine into my hand in
a vain attempt to make me
look masculine. “Life isn’t
all cock you know,” he
whispered to me gently. I
was tempted to reply with
the words, “Well it may
not be for you . . .”
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So are gays necessarily
self-indulgent? In the dic-
tionary, we read that self-
indulgence is “a weaken-
ing of one’s moral strength
by satisfying one’s desires
and appetites too readily”.
Which makes it sound as if
you've spent the whole
week masturbating in an
opium den while reading
the complete works of
Aleister Crowley. And if
masturbation is criminal
then obviously we can
assume that crime does
indeed pay. If one was to

Hlustration; lan McGee

“ 1 HAVE VISIONS EVERY TIME T PASSTHE COLEHERNE...

be charged for such an
offence, I should spend
the rest of my days lan-
guishing in Dartmoor.

Gay celebrity Bryan
Derbyshire, (that walking
advertisement for the
leather pages of a Janet
Frazer catalogue), was
seen not long ago on
London Weekend Televi-
sion’s Gay Life extolling
the virtues of sleeping
around. Let me say
straight away that I have
nothing but unqualified
admiration for Bryan Der-
byshire since he has
proved his point by getting
the gay joke on his own
terms. Leather and sex are
synonymous with him the
way that tiresome dogs are
synonymous with Barbara
Woodhouse. He is no
doubt despised by straight
people who see him as
representative of all that is
worst in gay culture — but
like Hermann Goering,
I'm sure that when he
hears the word culture he
reaches for his gun. Or
leather jacket.

After telling the viewing

Admission £3.

Membership FREE with this ad

We have the largest selection of mags,
readers, videos etc all exchanged at half price
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millions on Gay Lifeabout
how many times he’d been
between the sheets that
very evening, I must con-
fess that it seemed as
though Bryan Derbyshire
had very little time to do
anything else. When does
he” do his shopping and
ironing? I kept asking
myself. But you wouldn’t
class Bryan Derbyshire as
a criminal would you? Yet
the next day a gay friend of
mine uttered the words,
“Did you see that awful
person on Gay Life last

night talking about all the
people he'd slept with? I
could never do that”. Well
perhaps my gay friend had
never been asked, but it
makes you wonder where
you draw the line —if there
is one. Do people like
Bryan Derbyshire give the
gay scene a bad name?
Why not sleep around?
Straight people do with all
the enthusiasm of a nun
who has just taken her
final vows. After all Mr
Derbyshire is only en-
joying himself (and a lot of
others as well it would
seem) and “satisfying his
desires and appetites”.
The worst that can happen
to him is not that his
“moral strength will be
weakened” but that he
might get a dose of the
clap.

Dubious morality
abounds in issues of self-
indulgence probably as a
darkly hooded disguise for
jealousy. Like having a
premium bond, you just
can’t win. If you're prom-
iscuous (or simply having
a good time) you will be
judged as self-indulgent

by both your straight and
gay peers. The difference
being that the straight
ones will class you as a tart
(and more often than not a
threat) and the gay ones
will say that you're drag-
ging the gay scene down
into the gutter. Infidelity
is a game that a number

can play.
A recent survey in
America reyealed that

half the population of San
Francisco “claimed to
have had sex with over
five-hundred people”.
This throws a whole new
light on those films with
Jeanette MacDonald in
which she sang about the
delights of that infamous
city — usually in the middle
of an earthquake, from
the top of a pile of rubble.
“San Francisco, Open
your Golden Gate, Don't

Let Nobody Wait Outside
Your Door,” she trilled in
a falsetto voice. With the
promise of sex with five
hundred people I can’t see
many waiting outside any-
body’s door for long.
There’d be a positive
stampede to get in.

So I wonder if over half
the population of, say,
London have had sex with
over five-hundred people?
Or have the straight
population of any big
English city had sex with
five-hundred people? And
does it really matter one
way or the other? I for one
would certainly like to
know. It all seems a bit
extravagant to me — but
there I go — the next thing
I'll say is that it strikes me
as being a bit self-
indulgent. I'll reserve my
judgement until the four-
hundred-and-ninety-ninth

erson. And to be perfect-
y honest, that’s a long way
off at the moment.

FACES

MARTIN SHERMAN &
MESSIAH

“It’s not a gay play,” said
dramatist }\ﬁartin Sherman
—best known for his highly
acclaimed play Bent (ab-
out gays in Nazi Ger-
many), when we discussed
his latest work Messiah,
due to begin previews at
London’s ampstead
Theatre Club on Decem-
ber 3, with the official
opening night on Decem-
ber 9.

“Messiah is set in the
seventeenth century,”
Martin continued, “and
takes place against a back-
ground of real events. It's
set in Poland and Turkey
and is about a Polish
family, one of whom be-
lieves he is the new Mes-
siah.”

What provoked Mar-
tin’s interest in this par-
ticular theme?

“Well, some years
ago in New York, a friend
of mine — a gay rabbi,
actually — wrote down a
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name on a piece of paper.
The name was that of a
man who — in the seven-
teenth century — proc-
laimed himself Messiah.
“You'll want to write ab-
out him,” my friend told
me. And he was right.
Once I had read about this
man, I did want to write
about him,” Martin ex-
plained. “I've been work-
ing on the play for years
now. Most of the time the
play has been in gestation.
The actual writing is usual-
ly very fast. It's the figur-
ing out ... finding out
what you're going to do
that takes all the time.
That’s the most difficult
and frustrating part of it.”
The London production
of Messiah is the world
premiere — and somewhat
delayed one at that.

“I completed the play
last year,” Martin told me.
“But we've been waiting
for Maureen Lippman to
be free to appear in it —
and I must say, the wait
has been worth it. She’s
absolutely marvellous in
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the part.”
Last time we had

spoken together, Martin
had told me about the
lans to film Bent. What
as happened to the
movie?

“It's in limbo at the
moment,” he explained.
“It’s all very complicated,
the contractual rights are
held by a studio who are
heavily in debt. But it still
looks hopeful and Richard
Gere is still dedicated to
the idea of playing Max in
the film. Unfortunately,
we can’t do anything until
the present situation is
taken care of and that
requires a lot of patience.”

irst staged as a reading
in 1978, seen in London
(with Tan McKellan and
Tom Bell) and New York
(with Richard Gere and
David Marshall Grant) in
1979, Bent has now been
staged in twenty-eight
countries.

“And it’s due to open in
Spain very shortly,” Mar-
tin said. “That’s one of the
last fortresses to fall . . .”
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HOWARD WAKELING
& Paranoid Thrillers

Howard Wakeling had
just finished a literature
course at Nottingham
University in 1976 when
he first had the idea for
The Disappearance of
Harry. Five years later he
was back in the city with a
film crew that was shoot-
ing his script for Channel
Four. (It goes out on the
new channel on Wednes-
day, December 8 at 9pm).

The film, which Ho-
ward says involves lots of
mysteries but isn’t a con-
ventional thriller, stars
Annette Crosbie. It was
directed by Chuck De-
spins, the husband of an
old friend Howard met at
RADA back in 1968. He
was a stage management
student there and that was
when he first “‘came out” —

with a vengeance, he says.
Since then he seems to
have done everything
from operating a follow-
spot on Man of La Man-
cha to playing a leading
role in a flop West End
musical.

“I played a part called
The TallyOgrc. It was at
the time the Gay Libera-
tion Front started in Lon-
don and I'd helped set up
the first gay street theatre.
They all came along to the
Duchess Theatre to see
me make a fool of myself.
They laid a wreath outside
afterwards, I remember.
The show was that bad!"

Howard soon aban-
doned acting and went
back to writing.

“I wrote my first play
when 1T was ten. [ have
feeling it was probably
better than most of the

stuff I wrote in my twen-
ties.” X

Nevertheless, he had
several plays produced at
Nottingham and London
universities and in 1978 his
play The Last Night was
produced professionally at
a pub theatre in Hamp-
stead.

That play had gay char-
acter in it, but he says he
wants to be known as a gay
playwright, not as a writer"
of gay plays. :

His first radio play,
Sand, was broadcast in
September this year, but
its movies he really wants
to write. At present he’s
working on another para-
noid thriller for Chuck
Despins. Judging by the
enthusiastic response his
first film has already had
atits film festival showings
it should be worth waiting
for.

‘For the Vltimate
ExXperience of
Leather and Rubber’

We are proud to announce the opening of our new showroom, carrying a large range of leather and rubber.
All items are personally made on the premises; therefore we are able to offer an unrivalled
made-to-measure, repair and design service. Our prices are the cheapest in London; so confident are we
that they will remain so, we guarantée to refund the difference if similar quality items can be
purchased cheaper elsewhere.

EXPECTATIONS...

VISITUS NOW AT:

56 Hoxton Square, London N1 6PB 01-7390292

Two minutes Old Street Underground (exit 2) — 30 seconds London Apprentice Pub!

OPENING HOURS:

Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.— Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 10.30p.m.
Alternatively send a stamped addressed envelope for our latest price lists
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For those of you who
like to wander in off the
streets to cat, without the
worry of every table being
booked in advance, then
Al Forno’s in East Street,
Brighton, is the place for
you.

Everything about this
place: waiters singing as
they serve, the clatterinﬁ
of dishes married wit
excited [Italian chatter,
adds up to a wonderfully
continental atmosphere in
this extremely busy res-
taurant in the heart of
Brighton.

We wandered in on
spec, were greeted by the
very friendly waiter who
showed us to our seats,
offered us an aperitif and
handed us the menu. With
gins duly poised we
perused the extensive bill
of fare. Nothing was hur-
ried, although the place
was busy, but we were
hungry and made our
decisions quickly.

To start with, my com-
anion ordered Moules &
a Mariniére, whilst I

opted for the Minestrone.
A basket of bread was
duly forlhcoming, accom-
anied by mounds of curly
utter; this was reple-
nished immediately it was
emptied (other establish-
ments, please note!) My
soup was home-made — a
rare occurrence in these
days of tins and reconsti-
juted glutinous mush. [t
was virtually a meal in
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itself, liberally sprinkled
with Parmesan. My com-
panion’s ‘Moules’ were
pronounced “the best I've
had in this country”. I
dipped my bread into her
juices (no, I'm not being
naughty!) and can testify
to her opinion on this.

A fifteen minute inter-
val was advised after this
splendid start; our waiter
topped up our glasses — we
were enjoying a very de-
cent house white — and
happily left us to gather
strength for the next
course.

This duly arrived, com-
plete with a beautifully
presented mixed salad.
My companion had
plumped for the seafood
pasta (she has a penchant
for all fish!), whilst [ had
decided on a pizza Mar-
gharita. Again, her choice
was gratifyingly success-
ful. My pizza was out of
this world — a continous
adventure through fla-
vours and textures:
artichokes and olives,
tomatoes and mozarella,
with subtle hints of
anchovy; all this on a
nicely crisped dough — the
izzas are cooked on a
arge solid-fuelled oven in
full view of the customers.
I struggled through three-
quarters of it, but, van-
uished and replete, I
inally surrendered, albeit
with an eagle eye on the
dessert trolley.

After a further break
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The Gay Gourmet

gluttony ruled and, throw-
ing caution to the wind, we
embarked on the final
stage of what had become
a bit of a ‘blow-out’.
Dolcelatte and biscuits for
my companion and a
black-cherry mousse for
me — with a lighted candle
stuck in the middle! My
companion had very
casually mentioned that it
was my birthday when we
arrived, and the waiter
had obviously carefully
noted this. Bearing the
mousse towards our table
he started singing ““Happy
Birthday™; immediately
the other diners joined in
(it’s that sort of place) and
I was lifted, blushing, to
my feet to acknowledge all
this. It was a spontaneous
happening, but it is a true
indication of the warmth
to be found at Al Forno’s —
which is more like a family
gathering than a res-
taurant.

Havin% supped our cof-
fee and lingered over the
Remy's we departed,
heading for the seafront to
walk off a few of those
delicious calories. In all, a
very pleasant evening,
simple food served infor-
mally, but efficiently in an
atmosphere you’d go a
long way to beat. Value
for money: at around £20
for the two, can’t be bad.

By the way, look for the
blackboard, where the
's specialities are on
er — usually in-season
delights!
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RECORDS

(BEWARE) BOYFRIEND
— Mari Wilson (Compact)
WHERE THE HEART IS -
Soft Cell (Some Bizarre)
LET’S GET THIS
STRAIGHT FROM THE
START - Kevin Rowlands
& Dexy’s Midnight Run-
ners (Mercury)

I FEEL LOVE - Donna
Summer (Casablanca)

IN THE NIGHT - Laura
Pallas (Solo)

IF I DIE, I DIE - Virgin
Prunes (Rough Trade)

At the beginning of this
year, Mari Wilson — the
Neasden Queen of Soul -
didn’t mean much to any-
one. With a hit single
(“Just What I Always
Wanted”), a series of

concerts up and down the
country and several televi-
sion appearances behind
her, and with her debut
album due for release in
January, Ms Wilson looks
set to become a star. Her

LETSME . DIE, A

WOMAN (General re-
lease)

“Imagine, if you can, what
it is like to be a woman
imprisoned in the body of
aman,” intones American
sexologist Leo Wollman
MD at the beginning of
Let Me Die A Woman, *or
a woman trapped in the
body of a man. Not male,
not female, not
homosexual.”

Cue for the soundtrack
music by Thomas Valenti-
no to swell. And Mr.
Valentino’s music certain-
ly does add to the atmos-
phere of this curious
movie: the cinemagoer

uickly begins to suspect
that Valentino learnt his
craft before a television
set in the late 1950’s —
taking his inspiration from
such programmes

as

are .

“Dragnet,” “The Un-
touchables,” “One Step
Beyond” and “Twilight
Zone.” In a nutshell, Mr.
Valentino writes music for
freak shows.

And - make no mistake
about it — Let Me Die A
Woman is a freak show in
which transsexuals are pa-
raded, clothed and naked,
for the delectation of the
prurient. Though Woll-
man - described on the
credits as Scientific and
Medical Advisor — spouts
endlessly on in a simplistic
manner, this is really only
a peg from which to hang
endless shots of big-busted
men who have yet to have

More and
more bars

. charging entrance fees or are raising the
price of drinks when they have special
entertainment.

The Vauxhall Tavern promises FREE
entry every night of the week plus
Sunday lunchtime.

London’s most popular FREE gay entertainment venue!

ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN, 372 KENNINGTON LANE,

SE11

“the operation” or small-
busted women who are in
the process of being medi-
cally turned into men.

e viewer is also tre-
ated to a series of sequ-
ences of sexual couplings —
many of which are merely
gratuitous. Even more de-
pressing are the starkly
reconstructed “despair”
shots — the man who could
no longer bear his penis
and removed it with a
chisel and hammer, the
man who hangs himself
just before his wedding.

The transsexual is far
more the sexual outlaw (to
borrow John Rechy’s ex-
pression) than the gay
man or woman and a
movie like Let Me Die A
Woman can serve no pur-
pose other than to titillate
those who find humour or
entertainment in the
anguish of others.

Marie Wilson ;
stage act is enormously
appealing — with a band
and back-up singers who
join Mari in a joyfully
outrageous pastiche of
50’s and 60’s broken-heart
ballads and rousing songs
which are guaranteed to
set feet tapping and bodies
swaying. “FBeware) Boyf-
riend”, Mari Wilson’s
latest offering is an infec-
tiously catchy, up-beat
song about teen-love and
should win her legions of
new fans. X
Marc Almond, singer
with Soft Cell, is the
complete antithesis of ev-
erything we've grown to

Soft Cell §

expect from singing idols —

he’s not particularly good-
looking, he’s frail of physi-
que (the kind of nine stone
weakling who would get
sand kicked in his face)
and doesn’t even possess a
strong voice. But Almond
uses these seeming weak-
nesses to good advantage
— composing (with David
Ball) and singing a series
of songs which encapsu-

late many of the problems
faced by young people.
“Where the Heart Is” is a
song about the horrors of
life at home with mum and
dad; the *B” side, “It's A
Mugs Game™ — with grue-
some lyrics about the
grimness of the morning
after the night before,
should appeal to anyone
who has ever over-
indulged. The newest Soft
Cell single should enhance
the duo’s growing reputa-
tion.

“Let’s Get This Straight
From the Start” — the new
single from Kevin Row-
lands & Dexy's Midnight
Runners — is another of
Rowlands deceptive
songs. Superficially, it's all
bounce and energy — but
closer attention to the
lyrics show that beneath
the happy smile, there's
some deep thinking going
on.

Donna Summer has
been churning out gay
disco favourites for some
years now — and the late
Patrick Cowley’s remix of
her classic “'I Feel Love™ is
likely to give the song a
new lease of life in clubs
around the country.
Laura Pallas who
appeared at South-
ampton’s Magnum Club
on December 2 — has just
released her first single.
“In the Night” (it can be
obtained direct from Solo
Records, 31 Gladstone
Street, London SE1; Tel:
01-928 4274). Firmly
aimed at the disco market,

the song is up-beat and
torchy — and with the right
exposure should set Ms
Pallas’s career off to a
perky start,

And finally - the Virgin
Prunes debut album. Re-
cently seen at Heaven’s
Halloween party, the
Prunes “If I Die, I Die” is
for fans only. This listener
found it distinctly dreary

DISCO

The official Record Shack Supplied by Record Shack, 12
Gay Disco Chart — played on Berwick Street, London W1.
Kenny Everett Show at 11.05,
29 November to December 12.
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Scherrie Payne: I'm Notin Love (UK12")

The Weather Girls: It's Raining Men (UK12")
Bobby ‘O’: She Has a Way (US12")

Gwen McCrae: Keep the Fire Burning (remix)
Donna Summer: State of Independence (UK12")
The Flirts: Passion (remix)

Patrick Cowley: Mind Warp (US LP)

Sphinx: Collision (Italian 12", remix)

Bo Boss: Tequila (US12")

Divine: Shoot Your Shot (Can 12")

BOOKS

Supplied by Gay's the Word, 66 Marchmont Street, London
WC1

1

Flaunting It — a decade of gay journalism from Body

Politic edited by Ed Jackson and Stan Perskie (published by
Pink Triangle Press — £6.00)

2
3

Funny Trouble — Fanny Tribble (Sheba £1.50)
Surpassing the Love of Men — Lillian Faderman

(Junction Books £6.95)

4

QOur Hero Has Bad Breath — Peter Robins (Brilliance

Books — £2.50)

5
6
7
8

Dreamlovers — Peter Fisher (Seahorse Press £5.95)
Contrast With the World — Jane Rule (Naiad Press £5.00)
Loving Someone Gay — Don Clark (Signet £2.95)
Lesbian Poetry —an anthology — ed. Elly Bulkin and Joan

Larkin (Persephone Press £7.00)

9

A Sweet and Sour Romance — Giovanni Vitacolonna

(Gay Men's Press £3.50)

10

Maggie's Farm — Steve Bell (Penguin £2.75)

CLASSICAL

Compiled by Select Records, Duke Street, Brighton
1

The Four Season—Vivaldi
Requiem - Faure

Carmina Burana— Carl Orff
Guitar Concerto— Rodrigo

Piano Concerto No21-Mozart
Canon— Pachabelle

Adagio— Albinoni
Miserere— Allegri

Magic Flute— Mozart

10 Les Gymnopedies— Satie

2
3
4
3}
6
7
8
9

DISCO
CHART

ADAMS DISCO TOP 10

Supplied by Adrian, Adams Bar, Bournemouth

n & Wt~

6
7
8
9

10

Divine— Native Love (Remix Canadian Black Sun 12")
Bobby O—I'm So Hot For You (US ‘O’ 12")
NEW-Weather Girls—It's Raining Men (US Colombia
12")

Yazzoo - Situation (Dub/Remix US Sire 12")

NEW Wham— Young Guns!Goin’ For It (Innervision
12")

Gwen McRae— Keep The Fire Burning (Atlantic 12°)
Gino Soccio— Remember (US Atlantic 12")
Blancmange— Living On The Ceiling (London 12")
Scherrie Payne— (Medley US Altair 12")

Gary’s Gang— Knock Me Out/Inst (US Radar 12")

Record of the Week “Hold Me Tighter In The Rain” Billy

Griffin (CBS 12")

BEST
SELLERS

Supplied by Sisterwrite Bookshop, 190 Upper Street,

Lo

6
7

8
9

10

ndon N1

On Lies, Secrets and Silence— Adrienne Rich (Virago,
£3.50)

TheJoy of Lesbian Sex— E L Sisley and B Harris
(Fireside, £7.10)

Lesbian Poetry —edited E Bulkin (Persephone, £6.50)
Nice Jewish Girls—edited E Torton Beck (Persephone,
£5.53)

Racking the Cradle— G Hanscombe and J Forster
(Sheba, £3.50)

Nothing Sacred — A Carter (Virago, £3.50)

Everyday Matters, an anthology of short stories (Sheba,
£3.50)

Six Feetof the Country— N Gordimer (Penguin, £1.75)
Relatively Norma— A Livia (Only Women Press, £2.95)
For Ourselves — A Meulenbelt (Sheba, £4.50)



heatre

L to R: David Bdrmerma, Cc;;eg): Wilson

from the London production of ‘Rents’.

LONDON: Mrs. Shuffle-
wick, one of the last
surviving stars from the
heyday of British drag,
was undoubtedly one of
the hiﬁhlights of Subway's
gala charity night in aid of
Cancer Research, held on
November 30.

Firm favourites and new
sensations turned out in
full force to entertain an
appreciative audience
which — for this special
occasion - welcomed
women as well as men into
the audience.

Subway favourites The
Trollettes — who, co-
incidentally, will be
appearing in pantomime
at Tunbridge Wells over
Christmas — compered the
evening. Amongst the
stars this devastating du
introduced were Top
Two, Wizzard — currently
making a name for them-

Doris, Nikki du Cane,
rocker Ricky Wales, com-
edienne Sheila Steafel,
The Flirtations, Chrissi du
Cane and the Subway's
own jazz quartet.

Audiences lapped up
the mixed bag of enter-
tainment provided and
contributed generously
when purchasing raffle
tickets from the be-
dragged ticket sellers.
Prizes and support came
from a wide range of gay
businesses — including the
Angel & Crown, Capital
Gay, Gay News, Harrods
at Grays, the London
Apprentice, the Prince of
Wales Theatre, The Swan,
the Salisbury, Trader, Top
Guy, Travel Young, Wm
Youngers and, not least,
the staff of the club, who
donated their wages for
the night.

At the time of going to

Mrs. Shufflewick . .

RENTS by Michael Wilcox
(Methuen, £1.95)

Originally staged by the
Traverse, Edinburgh in
1979, Michael Wilcox's
play Rents had to wait
until this year before
achieving a much-
acclaimed London pro-
duction. Yet the path from
Scotland to London had
not been smooth. “The
play was turned down by
Gay Sweatshop and the
Royal Court and just
about everybody else,”
the dramatist told me
earlier in the year.

Set in Edinburgh in the
mid-1970’s, the play de-
tails the lives of oi; and
Phil, two “rent boys™, and
gives insights into their
encounters with a lively
cross-section of “pun-
ters™. In less adroit hands,
the subject of youthful
male prostitution could
have been bleakly de-
pressing. Fortunately for
audiences — and now for
those who enjoy reading
play scripts — Michael
Wilcox is an adroit writer
with a wonderful ear for
dialogue.

In fact, the character of
Phil is based upon a youth
he had met when he was
teaching in Edinburgh in
1976. “He told me incredi-
ble stories and took me
around Edinburgh.”
Michael Wilcox told me.
“Each day, I would write a
short play based on the
material gleaned the day
before. It wasn't until 1
had amassed a collection
of thirteen of these plays,
that it occurred to me to
write a full-length fpldy
Rents arose out of my
interest in a particular
person.”

PETER BURTON

: beore the

ress, the final total raised
selves on the gaVl cabaret ﬁad not been announced
circuit, Dame Charlotte, pyt. e told. it : /
Polly Perkins, Dockyard wovarp werctold,itwasa Guinness got to her!
MAURICE LANDIS | || CHAMPAGNE || | whents
Who's bitchy, rude
RO o\ P AND THE forthe and unsympathetic?
(el best letter Answer:-
! SHOW GALS to the Editor Vera ;
proudly present Y Ve s Read her every issue.
hristmas Spectacular :

“PAINT YOUR
DRAG-ON”’

Extravaganza Extraordinaire
December23rd 8.30 p.m.

onwards
Doorsopen 8 p.m.

GAEITY SHOWBAR
SOUTHPARADEPIER, SOUTHSEA
Bars, Disco 'til late—dancing—a whole evening out
Tickets—a BARGAIN-£1.50
Available in advance or on the door
Details Portsmouth 734356

OPPERS

Why pay up to £5 for 72.5 m/,
when 25m/ of PURE GOLD, the

original aroma for men! costs
only £3 (incl p&p)

Send cheque or PO for ‘by return despatch’ to:

Pure Gold Products, pty.
10 Little Newport Street, London WC2
Sample bottle only £1 (incl p&p)

THE SPARTAN by Don
Harrison (£3.95); COM-
ING OUT RIGHT by
Wes Muchmore and Wil-
liam Hanson (£3.50).
(Both Alyson Publica-
tions, distributed by Gay
Men’s Press).

Imagine a gay Mills and
Boon romance set in

Ancient Greece, stuffed
with American dialogue
and populated by sevea-

Don Harrison

LAVENDER LETTER

language, it covers every-
thing from how to deal
with your first love to how
to draw up your will.

But for the UK reader
much of the advice im-
parted here is misleading.
And some of it is positive-
ly harmful. “Truck-stops™
and bus stations are not
“good bets for action” in
this country and it’s not
true that “if you go to the
baths for any reason but
sex you're in for a dis-
appointment™. Try telling
that to Lord Denning!

| Similarly, advice on the

age of consent, VD clinics
and the gay lawsin general
is totally inapplicable in
this country.

Less harmful, but no
less irritating, are some of
the authors’ personal
opinions and attitudes.
Advice on how to look
younger by standing in
diffuse light I can giggle at
(“Stay away from harsh
glares”, the authors warn)

and if I swallow hard I can

teen year old wrestlers
with magnificently-built
bodies and you have the
measure of The Spartan.
The eponymous hero is
Pantarkes, a lusty youth
forced to flee his birth-
Eace after accidentally
illing the no-good son of
a Spartan politician. After
a brief interlude as a
Theban soldier — where he
almost has an affair with
Alexander the Great and
actually cuts the mustard
with a couple of clean-cut,
handsome lovers — Pan-
tarkes eventually ends up
competin% in the Olym-
c

pics and learning a little
about life.
The book is full of

splendid anachronisms —
the Americanese has to be
read to be believed. (*To
Hades with them™ cries
one character. “Yeah”,
answers another.) Naive,
idealized illustrations by
the author add to the
general tackiness of this
immensely readable kitsch
paperback. Gore Vidal he
ain’t, but Don Harrison
has here crafted a rollick-
ing, campy piece of histor-
ical tosh which, with
enough exposure, should
soon be gracing the book-
shelves of most of the
ideologically unsound gay
men in the country. Lots
of fun.

Which is more than can
be said for Coming Out
Right, which shows just
how wide the Transatlan-
tic culture gap can be. It’s
meant to be an informa-
tive handbook for inex-
perienced gay men and,
despite its smug tone, is
probably quite useful for
the American gay who is
just beginning to come to
terms with his homosex-
uality. A step-by-step
guide written in plain

| BRIGHTON

SAILORS
RESTAURANT

33 Chesham Road,
Kemp Town

OPENDAILY
10a.m.-3p.m.
Evenings from 7.15

Forfull meals or “'Light Bites"
Roast Sunday Lunches £3.55

GOOD FOOD AT SENSIBLE PRICES
Lounge Bar
Credit cards accepted
OPEN CHRISTMAS PERIOD
“Wearaworthavisit''
RESERVATIONS ETC. TEL. 812183‘1

l-\‘~-~~~
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accept that information on
facial cosmetic surgery is
invaluable to some. But
when I'm told that “beer is
a manly drink’ and read

Friday 3rd December 1982
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Muchmore and Hanson's
advice to the older man in
search of a younger lover
“Don't let go of your
dignity. Avoid appearing
weak or troubled. Don't
talk about your prob-
lems”, I begin to wonder
where ten years of gay
liberation has got some of
us. It’s indicative that this
book about coming out is
co-written by an author
(Hanson) who admits to
keeping his gayness “con-
cealed at work™. Avoid.
Kris Kirk.

Dustin’s drag
Dustin Hoffman — star of
The Graduate, Midnight
Cowboy andKramer Vs
Kramer (for which he won
an Oscar) — is the latest in
a long line of actors to don
a dress in the line of duty.
In his new film Tootsie -
due to open in American
in January and likely to be
seen in this country later in
1983 - the thirty-nine-
year-old New Yorker
Elays an actor admired by
is peers but totally un-
known to the public. It
isn’t until he “drags up” as
“Dorothy”

by:

William
Hanson &
Wes
Muchmore

COMING
OUT
RIGHT

A handbook for the gay male

~AQUARIUS WORLD TRAVEL

ForLow Cost
European and
Overseas Flights Plus
Apartments or Hotels if
required

Summer Flights '83
AVAILABLE NOW
For Malaga, Tenerife or Ibiza

Please contact DAVE on: Harrogate (0423) 57551
or PETER on: 061-339 9045
(24 hour Ansaphone Service)

Tuesday Disco

6.30-midnight
£1 admission. 1stdrink half price

at Zootopia,
Hotham Park

Bognor Regis
Telephone:

825255

Open 6.30-10.30
(Fridaystill 11 p.m.)
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ADS

ATTRACTIVE Sussex
guy 31, affectionate,
romantic, 5ft. 1lin. seeks
relationship with similar
under 5 ft. 10in. 21-30
photo please. Box 2/4.

ORIENTAL slim, attrac-
tive, boyish-looking 34,

CHICHESTER arca,
amateur bodybuilder, 30’s
would like to meet others
with same hobby for
mutual gain. Box 2/30/3.

FRIENDLY bearded
vegetarian, quietish but
sometimes discos, unem-
ployed, likes gardening,
reading, films, swimming,

STRAIGHT looking 43
years, seeks younger
country loving guy, share
homelife, love, fun,
genuine, Gemini, photo
please. Box 3/13.

LONDON attractive guy,
34, seeks company/accom-
modation for museum,
gallery, club visits, return

BRIGHTON lesbian
feminist late 30’s blonde,
attractive, wide interests,
seeks compatible lesbian
friend cultured, intelli-
gent, sociable. Box 3/15/2.

Miscellaneous

PENPAL magazine, sing-
les, divorced, widowed,

Personal Ads are Free
up to Sixteen Words
Box Number only £1

rersatile. i body - ALA if with photo. Box weekends in Sussex. approval copy, Match-
e o e ‘ Box.3/20. " maker (K 52) Chorley ;
expression and discovery, IﬂEAVYWE[GH']_ \:'jrefst- WAtNTEDt slim calm:g Lancs. Ref. 2/2. Employment Meeting & CONFIDENTIAL
- : ience ling partner required for partner to complete
::,l[?]tsl,tlt)esll:];:;%:épsgrigﬁe training sessions, London aspirations. (For) quiet Market Place Offered Groups COUNSELLING— THERAPY

photo ensures reply. Lon-
don. Box 2/23.
LONDON guy 39 seeks

area, photo if possible
ALA. Box 3/17/2.
HANDSOME slim guy 34,

guy, 6ft. 11st. own home,
car, teeth. (Against) old
35 years, boring, classical

LOANS for owners or
tenants telephone 01-385
1893 Agent for Credit-

SAILORS Restaurant,

LOOKING for new
friends? S.A.E. for de-

Emotional, Stress, Sexual, phodic, lack of
confidenes, relationship probiems?
Talk it through with a qualified psychologist

Appointmeat - Details EMMA READ - 017223410

s : X 3 ; / Kemp Town requires tails, assist P.O. Box 99.
similar genuine versatile ?eol:?aigtusgllf;s 726355 ;g; ?‘&%l‘f;e)i’eigenf“lh(}:‘f:é p(l)tl::t (Li'censid Brokers). young man to assis? chef, Bournemouth BHS 9DS.
ith ha : & & Lo I . : A ou seeking male or ity : -
gBLg'Eh\:gn/Lgr?donan%rel;[: sincere relationship, trained Pekingese puppy. femalg g:;v ne»% friends ighoeodt(r)‘pé)ortiumty t;)/ Ie')lrp LastCIa%srfiedsmustbe &%YHI:(%%TS'%P&%L%LECOM
- : " photo appreciated ALA, Reciprocal returnable ;.o o ade In NEW 1eés-  phonedinby2 p.m.
Leather/Denim OK. P i app : ete? Long standing and taurant, also casual wait- : welcomes new members from all
photo, phone please, promise! Box 3/18. photq plea;e. Box 3/16. reasonable service, in ev- ing slaf‘f. wages neg. Tel. Wetgpe?iay priorcto communications industries
ALA. Box 2/24. LEARN to photographthe I’M financially secure, 44, ery part of the country. Brighton 672733, foule;;as;gn S.A.E. for details: B/GPTW,
ATTRACTIVE biggish male physique. Non-profit tall, slim, kind. If you are Please send stamp: Secret- London WC1N 3XX B2
guy 30, white, seeks dar- making group in central boyish, (21+),slim,under ary/B, The Golden
ker guys for occasional London studio. Live 5ft. 9in., would like to Wheel, Liverpool LIS ===
meetings or telephone movels clothed and un- share evenings out and 3HT. LL3/l. A
chats, ALA. Box 2/29. clothed, beginners wel- perhaps a short holiday, HAIRDRESSING in your \
NON SANNAYSIN bi- come. Write Jack Young, then let’s meet. Unem- own home by friendly
sexual male. 41. would BM/Zenith. ployed shy, inexperi- young guy, Brighton area. /
like to meet bi-sexual or BEDFORDSHIRE attrac- enced, welcome, photo Box 3/14 =

gay sannaysin female 25-
45, preferably NE Surrey
GLC area. Box 2/25.

tive 21 guy, seeks 25-33,
married guy for
friendship, car essential.

ensures reply. Box 2/10/3.
VERY attractive young
man, wicked sense of

FUN TIMES especially

Do you live in or near: CARDIFF, PLYMOUTH,
PENZANCE, EXETER, BRISTOL, BOURNEMOUTH,

UNATTACHED attrac- Box 2/22/2. humour, seeks active guy, S¢lected young escorts, SOUTHAMPTON, PORTSMOUTH, DOVER,
tive 30's guy seeks similar LONDON guy, 22, clean photo appreciated, SOMe€ are magazine mod- WINCHESTER GUILDFORD HASTINGS,
Sussex area. interest: shaven, handsome, seeks Brighton, London. Box _Cl&f_:ducated.and discreet, OUR g BRIDGE 2 WELLS

music, jogging, films, non- similar guys, 21-25, Brian, 3/1. all lntroc(iucnuns FREE! EASTB NE, TUNBRIDG or
.scene, tired of one night 10 Noel Terrace, Clyde PORTSMOUTH area. 34. (01) 603 9631. MAIDSTONE

'Stands, ALA. Box 2/26. Terracc. London SE23. S(r;{igh[ appearance, HAI\DSON[E blonde

THREE nice, non-camp,
straight looking guys, 21,

21-YEAR-OLD guy,
attractive, good personal-

varied interests, seeks lov-
ing and lasting friendship,

escort, seeks work, even-
ings and weekends. Tel.

and can you spare an hour or two on either
Thursday or Friday evening to distribute

¥ S JBD _ e if 01-960 8148. Ref. 2/3.

Ch e S kfrigeaf}lgslﬁi[ps, ity -interests_ drama, -8, photo, phone it et T The Letter to newsagents, gay pubs, clubs

evenings-out, socialising, theatre, music, country- 3,y and restaurants in your area? We pay a
side walking, seeks rela-

ALA, London. Box 2/28.
BRIGHTON guy, young
40, non/camp, 5ft. 10in.
chunky physique, spa-
cious home, not bad look-
ing, sceks masculine
attractive guy 23-35 for
special one to one rela-
tionship, photo appreci-
ated, ALA. Box 2/27/2.

tionship, young guy,
Brighton area. non-scene
photo please A.L.A. Box

2/6.

CLEAN shaven, good
looking, Brighton guy
(31), needs special friend
for nights in/nights out,
photo appreciated. Box
2/2

ANSWERING A BOX NUMBER

Place your reply in a small envelope and sealit.
Mark clearly on the outside the Box Number to which you arereplying

Lavender Lefter, PO Box No. 203, Brighton BN15QR.

More than one reply can be enclosed in the final large envelope
provided each reply is accompanied by a loose 15%2p stamp.

We cannot forward replies not accompanied by a 15%ap stamp

Please note we cannot take any responsibility for the return of
photographs etc. sent through our Box Reply service

ALL BOX NUMBERS APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE MUSTBE
REPLIED TO WITHIN FOUR WEEKS.

CONDITIONS

provide compensation

Where discovered, literature or circulars from institutions, V7
organizations or buisnesses, whether run for profit, charity or 1
Io3s, whather of an advertising, promotional nature, of otherwise, If
willnotbe forwarced to Box Numbers: nor will communications i
not considered 10 be personz| replies. The editors reserve the right

to retain and not forward replies to Box Numbers: and ars underno
obiigation 1 give a reason, retum réplies, refund postage or

Travel, Hotels &
Holidays
CHRISTMAS in Port-
smouth, 4/5 days house

party, £68. No VAT inclu-
sive full board festivites

and outings arranged if .

required. Box 2/8.
Women'’s
Personal

EVERY day, my friends
say, I'm in the worst kind
of trouble. Is there a Joan

thirties,
Box 3/21.

Brighton area.

GAY
LEGAL
ADVICE

Legal problems just
because you're gay?

For confidential help

GLAD 01-821 7672

WE WANT
YOUR TRADE!

So we are offering excellent
discounts on serial runs.

Contact

SUE PARKER Brighton 564573

BN15QR.

small fee for this service and we should like
to hear from you if you are interested.
Ring Brighton (0273) 564573 and ask for Francesqua
or write to Lavender Letter, P.O. Box 203, Brighton

Lavender Letter
P.0.Box 203

DO YOUWANT TO
GET IT REGULARLY?

Place this small envelope together with a 15%p stamp (unattached) in Armatrading, black or ;xn1doadv1(;e;ontact K Subscribe NOWand we will send
alarge envelope. The larger envelope should be addressedto: white to help me, I'm mid FORDLLCAYE S Wee

Lavender Letter to you by first class post
within hours of it coming off the press.
Three months, six months or ayear—
you choose.

Please send me a subscription to Lavender Letter for
three months (7 issues @ £2.10), six months (13 issues
@ £3.90) or 1 year (26 issues (@ £7.80).

lenclose£.:........ tocover..........
| understand that they will be sent on the day of issue
by first class post.

months

. Brighton, Sussex. BN15Q8B

, GAY SWITCHBOARDS WITHIN
LAVENDER LETTER’S DISTRIBUTION

¢ AREA
16
NAME 'PHONE No. HOURS OPEN
20 London Gay Switchboard ~ 01-837 7324 24 Hour
2 Brighton Gay Switchboard 0273- 690825 8p.m.-10p.m.Sun —Fri, —6 p.m.- 10 p.m. Saturday

Bristol Gay Switchboard
Medway and Maidstone
Gay Switchboard
Surrey Gay Switchboard
Solent Cay Switchboard
Plymouth Gay

0272- 297500
0634- 826925

8 p.m.-10 p.m. Nightly
7.30 p.m.-8.30 p.m. Thursday & Friday

@

Ad Rates:-

PERSONAL ADS ARE FREE up to 16 words, ihen 15p per word (youfirst
pay £1 for the Box Number Service). Semidisplay £2. (Do tell people where
you are, Brighton lo Edinburgh for Afternoon tea is verytiring.)

When Placing a Small Ad

Fillin the Coupon and tick if Box Norequired.

Make cheques/PO's payable to
Lavender Letter, P.O. Box 203 Brighton, Sussex

Numberof insertions....... T

0252- 330366
0703-37363
0752- 266041

8p.m.-10 p.m. Mon —Fri.
7.30 p.m.—-10.30 p.m. Tues, Thurs & Sat.
7.45 p.m.=10.15 p.m. Thursday

MASSUERS, MASSEUSES, ESCORTS £&for 16 words then 50p per
word. £2 Semi display. Box Numbers £1.50.

PRIVATE ADS. Including messages and announcements for individual

groups 15p perword. £1 for Box Number, £2 Semidisplay. Box Number: Yes/No

ggrglsr;'%%itE:g::dgﬁ%ALADs(mc RRPSIIYEN e aea . 10 Pleasefind enclosedthe sumof€................ i?s’:cKT::::v 0227-51590 7p.m.—10 Tuesday

T fc“::"?m::';.\'”:"g’.f'ﬁf,,, <on "'J‘;;ija“ﬁ'ij.tig"f;'.’,ﬁz, NAME S\L'vitchboard‘ e o2 P
ﬁ) ; s ADRESS ... Lesbian Line (London) 01- 837 8602 2p.m.~10p.m. Mon. & Fri, —7p.m.~10p.m. Tues~Thurs
. 4 armced i en|r"$1u-:-;.e-»4 cee ;,’\ﬁ'nfp'y'l'g"zfn'fr.%ﬂ? 5 Lesbian Line (Brighton) 0273- 690825 8 p.m.~10 p.m. Thursday




NOTICE BOARD

FRIDAY, December 3
Messiah, a new play by
Martin Sherman, author of
Bent, begins R_l;:views at the
Hampstead eatre Club.
The official opening night of
the play’s hmited run is
Thursday, December 9.
Hampstead Theatre Club,
Swiss Cottage Centre, LON-
DON NW3; Tel. (01) 722
9301.

SATURDAY, December 4
ELTON JOHN on tour.
Winter Gardens, BOURNE-
MOUTH.

SATURDAY, December 4
Meeting of De Roze Rimpel,
the social group for mature
Eag men and women. The
ibr: of the Unitarian
Church, Palace Gardens Ter-
race, London W2 (nearest
tube: Notting Hill Gate);
7.30-9.30 p.m. All welcome,
ou don't have to be over 40!
ONDON

SUNDAY, December 5
Sﬂf' singer Tom Robinson
ill be a;g)carinﬁ in MID-
NIGHT ABARET - a
low-key, friendly sort of gi
for peogle to come along an
hear what he’s been doing
and writing in the last few
months. The show will fea-
ture familiar TRB favourites
and Tom's more recent mate-

rial.;- Theatre  Royal,. Ge
Stratfo:?,

Raffles Square,
London E15; 8 p.m.
LONDON.

SUNDAY, December 5

The decidedly outrageous
Marc Almond - one half of hit
group Soft Cell —appears with
Marc and the Mambas at the
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane,
London WC 1; 7.30 p.m.
LONDON.

SUNDAY, December 5
ELTON JOHN on tour.
Gaumont Theatre, SOUTH-
AMPTON.

Tom Robinson; pholrah: David Corirf)A i

MONDAY, December 6
George Melly, jazz musician
and writer, talks to the
London Monday Group at
the Chepstow Public House,
Upstairs Bar (entrance in side
mews), Chepstow Place, Not-
ting Hill, London W2 at 8
p-m. Non-members 70p
admission, members 30p.
LONDON.

MONDAY, December 6
ELTON JOHN on tour.
Gaumont Theatre. SOUTH-
AMPTON.

TUESDAY, December 7
ELTON JOHN on tour.
Conference Centre.
BRIGHTON.

TUESDAY, December 7
Meeting to discuss gay festiv-
al programme and budget -
with Kate Crutchley, Noel
Grieg, Martin Humphreys
and Eric Presland. Room
180, County Hall, London
SE1; from 5,30 p.m.
LONDON.

TUESDAY, December 7

Following a highly-successful
nine-week national tour,
Wayne Sleep brings his own
company DASH to Sadler’s

Elton John

Wells Theatre, Rosebury
Avenue, London EC1; even-
ings 7.30 p.m. matinees 2.30
p.m. — 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 23.
Until December 23.
LONDON.

WEDNESDAY, December
8

Laura Pallas — whose debut
single ‘In the Night' has just
been released — appears at
The Embassy Club, New
Bond Street, London WI.
LONDON

WEDNESDAY, D
8

‘Coming Out — Ready or
Not’, nefit concert for
Lesbian Line and London
Gay Switchboard. Perfor-
mers include Mark Bunyan,
Noel Grieg, Joanne Richler
and Tom Robinson. The
Albany Empire, Douglas
Way, Deptford, London
SE8; Tel. (01) 691 3333.
Tickets £3 and £2 (unwaged).
LONDON.

ecember

WEDNESDAY ,December 8
Film on 4: The Disappearance
of Harry, starring Annette
Crosbie, screenplay by Ho-
ward Wakeling (interviewed
this issue) and Joseph De-
spins. Described by The

uardian as ‘A thriller of
distinct intelligence’ Channel
4, 9 p.m. TELEVISION.

THURSDAY, Decemeber 9
Let Me Die A Women,
exploitation movie about
transsexuals, at the Continen-

tale Cinema Club ( immediae

membership), Sudeley Place,
Kemptown, Brighton, Sus-
sex; performances from 2.30

.m. for seven days.
RIGHTON.,

THURSDAY, December 9
The Alan Davies Poodle Act
appears at Bolts, 6-9 Salis-
bury Promenade, Green
Lanes, London N8 ORX.
LONDON.

THURSDAY, December 9
ELTON JOHN'S National
tour closes with 14 dates at
the Odeon Hammersmith -9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23 and 24.
LONDON.

SATURDAY, December 11
1066 Gay Community hold
their first Christmas dinner/
dance at the Manor Barn, De
La Warr Road, Bexhill-on-
Sea; 7f>.m. for 7.30 p.m. bar
closes 11.45 p.m. BE L-
ON-SEA.

SATURDAY, December 11
Glzl?'s in Mid-Sussex Group
will be ‘having a festive drink
at a local pub to celebrate
Christmas’. For details of
venue, check with Brighton
Gay Switchboard. Tel. (%)273)
698025. BRIGHTON.

SATURDAY, December 11
Gay, Brighton-based radical
comedian Simon Fanshawe at
the Finborough Arms, Fin-
borough Road, Earls Court,
London SW10, check with
venue for times, LONDON.
SATURDAY, December 11
Animal Nightlife in cabaret at
Bolts, 6-9 Salisbury Prom-
enade, Green Lanes, London
N8 ORX. LONDON.

SATURDAY, December 11
Author Peter Robins will be
signing copies of his new book
OUR HERO HAS BAD
BREATH at GayS THE
Word Bookshop, 66 Mar-
chmont St., London WCI;
between 3-4 p.m. LONDON.

THURSDAY, December 16
THE IMPERSONATORS, a
dance-drama on the lives of
male impersonators. Until
January 7. The Drill Hall, 16
Chenies Street, London WCl
Tel. (01) 637 8270.
LONDON.

SUNDAY, December 19

CAROL SERVICE orga-
nised by the Gay Christian
Movement (followed by a
disco and food in the Crypt.)
St. Botolph’s Church,
Aldgate (nearest tube:
Aldgate); 5 p.m. LONDON.

SUNDAY, December 19
"Babies in their splendour’ is
the fancy dress theme for
Bolts in Brighton’s first birth-
day party. Bolts at Sherrys,
West Street, Brighton, Sus-
sex. From 8 p.m.
BRIGHTON.

MONDAY, Decemeber 20
Charity gala at BANG - free
admission to anyone bringing
a toy, game or gift. All
resents to be donated to Dr
arnardo’s. Bang, Charing
Cross Road (nearest tube:
Tottentgim Court Road).

Laura Pallas
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RESTAURANT

Ifyou take the time to discover Peacocks we’ll
make sure that you will want to come back again.

Sarah and Peter

P.S. Open for dinner Monday to Saturday 7 to 11 o’clock.
Private lunches by appointment.
Reservations: Brighton (0273) 729435

[~ Sexual, Personal, Relationship |

Problems’

Identity is a confidential
counselling service for anyone
who feels the need to talk & to seek
help. Phone 01-289 6175. or write

Identity Beauchap Lodge
2 Warwick Cres« London W2 6NG

CHAMPAGNE

for the
bestletter
to the Editor
everyissue.
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Wise guys need
measured

jeans/trousers

For that extra fitting, and well groomed
look, designed pouches, briefs,
shorts, garments copied, alterations.
BROWSERS WELCOMED
Norman
01-969 2567
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FREE CHRISTMA
GREETINGS!

Wish your friends and
. loved ones a Gay Noel
through the pages of

Lavender Letter

As our Christmas gift to you, we
will print your greetings
messages FREEin our

Christmas edition, published

on December 17.
So get cracking and send them in as
soon as possible to ensure a space,

first come first served.
35 words maximum

LAVENDERLETTER
}~r~nP.0.Box 203 Brighton ________¢
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Telephone:
01-437 3655

12Berwick Street, Soho, London W1

DID YOU KNOW? That Record Shack is the only Gay Record Store in Britain?
DID YOU KNOW? That we supply records almost exclusively to Heaven, Copacabana,
Sombrero, Bang, Napoleon's, Bolts, Pan Club, Venus Club, Part Two, Fire Island,
Manhattan and stacks of others.
DID YOU KNOW? That you can now buy what the DJ's play.
DID YOU KNOW? That we have a fast and efficient M
Europe, and you can order by credit card over the phone.

NO? — WELL NOW YOU DO!
T e

Open:
Mon-Sat
10.30 am

to7 pm

ail Order Service anywhere in

8

Forthe bestin gay entertainment

PLAYGUY
CINEMA

CLUB

ifyou’re under 25

FREE admission on Sundays

1OLITTLE NEWPORT
STREET,WC1

(just off Leicester Square tube)
Telephone: 734 6391

Admission only £2 with this advertisement

Full selection of Gay Mags, Books and Videos.
All the latest video releases available —
£5 off with this advertisement

PURE GOLD POPPERS ALSO AVAILABLE

._—4
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Presenting our
Christmas & New Year Fun Nights

LONDON ROAD, BRIGHTON 688011

Members Christmas Party |
14th December (inc Supper Buffet)

Christmas Opening Hours
Friday 24th Dec until 2 am
Saturday 25th Dec CLOSED
Sunday 26th Dec CLOSED
Monday 27th Dec CABARET NIGHT
Friday.31st Dec NEW YEARS EVE RAVE-UP

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE NOW
£15 before January 1st. £20 after. So hurry

Presenting the 1983 BEAU ARTS Fancy Dress Ball on Monday 24th January. Admission |
strictly by Ticket Only £5.




