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convento do espinheiro, évora
An European summit of local and regional communities 
to share a common vision for a smarter tomorrow!



The European Regions Summit for Smart 
Communities, takes place in Évora between 9 - 14 
of May, 2022. It is a meeting point for community 
and regional leaders, from across Europe, to 
share visions, actions and leadership on regional 
competences, excellence and investment towards a 
more green, blue, orange and brighter and smarter 
tomorrow from the smallest village to the largest 
European region.

This Summit is celebration of the success and achievements from all the participating 
regions and communities. Alentejo Region is committed to playing a positive and flexible 
role in order to act positively, promote cooperation, achieve tangible results in economic 
recovery and lead the European Union towards a stronger and more united future.

The Summit is a meeting point for Mayors, Regional Presidents as well as other elected 
Politicians from across Europe, that will show best practise on how to involve citizens 
more effectively, with the support local and regional authorities.

The Summit is organised by H2020-AURORAL project, led by CCDRA alentejo, with 
the support of Alentejo Europe, CoR, LiviingInEU, RegHub, Digital SME, IrRADIARE 
Science for Evolution among many other partners and contributors.





The Summit will take place at Espinheiro Convent Hotel, 
located in Évora, among others.

The Convent of Nossa Senhora do Espinheiro is an old 
monastery of the Order of São Jerónimo that is located on 
the outskirts of the Canaviais neighborhood, two kilometers 
from the historic center of the city and Évora District, in 
Portugal. It is a convent that dates back to the 15th century, 
nowadays re-qualified as a luxury hotel. It is classified as a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

“Fascinating
for its history,
authentic
for its charm.”

Pictures © www.conventodoespinheiro.com



HOST AND EVENT’S LOCATION
ESPINHEIRO CONVENT

HOW TO GET THERE
[From Lisbon to Évora]

By car
If you decide to come to Summit of Regions by car, please follow Bridge Vasco da Gama into A2 
Highway. Then, take the exit towards A6 [exit nº7 - ESPANHA - ÉVORA SANTARÉM]. Keep 
driving in A6 Highway until you find the exit nº6 [ÉVORA].

The trip takes 1h30 minutes.

GPS   N 38º. 36'. 3"   W 7º. 53'. 18"

By train
Services to Évora depart from Lisbon’s Sete Rios Train Station, which is served next by the 
Jardim Zoológico Metro Station  (Blue Metro Line). Train service that goes from Lisbon to Évora 
is operated by Comboios de Portugal (CP), the national train company of Portugal.

More info regarding the trains schedules and prices: www.cp.pt/passageiros/en/

When you arrive to Évora by train, there are taxis right outside the station. 
The event’s place is located 10 minutes by car.

By bus
Services to Évora depart from Lisbon’s Sete Rios Bus Station, which is served next by the Jardim 
Zoológico Metro Station  (Blue Metro Line). Sete Rios is the main hub for Rede Expressos buses 
and is a busy bus station with frequent arrivals and departures. In the link below, can find the 
Rede Expressos schedules for departures to Évora, which normally operate from 07:00 to 22:30.

More info regarding the buses schedules: www.rede-expressos.pt/en

When you arrive to Évora by bus, there are taxis right outside the station. 
The event’s place is located 10 minutes by car.Photography © www.conventodoespinheiro.com



Convento do Espinheiro
7005-839 Évora

RNET 395

Tel. +351 266 788 200
Email. reservas@conventodoespinheiro.com

Web. www.conventodoespinheiro.com

Photography © www.conventodoespinheiro.com
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EUROPEAN REGIONS FOR SMART COMMUNITIES
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chill out free tango workshop
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WORKING lunch
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Regional perspective for EU policy implementation
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for EU policy implementation review II

ESPINHEIRO, DOM VASCO ROOM

Network of Regional Hubs for
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ESPINHEIRO, DOM VASCO ROOM
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for EU policy implementation – World Café

ESPINHEIRO, DOM VASCO ROOM

ESPINHEIRO, GARDENS AND PARKS Walk-in networking lunch
BUFFET

ESPINHEIRO, DOM VASCO ROOM ADJACENT GARDEN

Reg-hub Wrap-up session - ESPINHEIRO, DOM VASCO ROOM

BREAK

Press Conference
CCDRA ASSEMBLY ROOM

agenda
European Regions for Smart Communities

An European summit of local and regional communities to share a common vision for a smarter tomorrow!
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MAP OF THE SUMMIT VENUE
European Regions for Smart Communities

1 - Library
2 - Terrace
3 - Cistern Hall
4 - S. Jerónimo Foyer
5 - D. Vasco
6 - Lagar
7 - Church
8 - Divinus Restaurant 
9 - Cloister
10 - S. Jerónimo Garden
11 - Orange Garden 
12 - Swimming pool Garden

Convento do Espinheiro
7005-839 Évora



THE 
CELEBRATION 
OF DAY
OF EUROPE

Reference: www.europa.eu

Day of Europe!

Each year, since 1950 – on 9th May – Europe celebrates its Unity.

It is a key moment to remember and celebrate peace and our ideals of solidary 
and cooperation to develop a better future together.

Why May 9th? It is the commemoration day of the Shuman Declaration – the 
origin of our joining. It marks the beginning of an economic partnership based 
on the shared management of coal and steel production.

The Shuman’s idea, then minister of foreign affairs, behind this was to create 
and consolidate a new political power at a higher level to ensure perpetual 
peace after the WWII shock. EU is founded on the dream of unity, cooperation, 
peace and common future. The month of May, by decision of the European 
Institutions, became the time for celebrate, share and enjoy the European 
dream. Seventy-one year on today, May the 9th.

The European Regions for Smart Communities Summit celebrates

Summit’s Celebration!

May the 9th, the day of Europe, with an on-line recital with and original 
arrangement of Beethoven’s Ode of Joy, the European Anthem
.
This day, we celebrate European peace and unity, with cooperation between 
territories as a cornerstone.

With this event, we celebrate the Europe we are proud of, a Europe that brings 
us together, that promotes cooperation, cohesion and a spirit of solidarity! 
Stronger Together!



CITY OF 
ÉVORA



Évora is the largest city in Alentejo and one of 
the largest cities in the interior of the country. 
The municipality is limited to the north by the 
municipality of Arraiolos, to the northeast by 
Estremoz, to the east by Redondo, to the southwest 
by Reguengos de Monsaraz, to the south by Portel, 
to the southwest by Viana do Alentejo and to the 
west by Montemor-o-Novo.

This demographic dimension reflects the socio 
economic importance of the city and the polarizer 
that exerts on a vast surrounding region and still 
the strong tourist attractiveness at national and 
international level. Évora is an important location 
in rural settings. While other rural areas were 
losing population, the city has recorded continuous 
population growth. Its well-preserved historical 
centre is one of the richest monuments in Portugal, 
which is worth the epithet of City-Museum. 

In 1986, the historic centre of the city was declared 
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. The Historical 
Centre presents the main tourist attractions of the 
city (the urban complex itself, the Roman temple, 
several churches, cultural facilities, etc.) and also 
some accommodation units. For these reasons, the 
Historical Centre is characterized by an intense 
daily movement that testifies to its vitality that 
you keep.



REGION OF 
ALENTEJO

www.alentejo-brussels.eu



Alentejo (PT18) is the largest region in Portugal. Predominantly rural, 
Alentejo is an emerging region that combines forefront innovation in digital, 
industry and territorial management, with rich, vivid and diverse of cultural 
heritage. 

The etymology of the name is além-Tejo, that in Portuguese means across 
(or beyond) the Tagus. Indeed, Tagus (Tejo) is the longest river in the Iberian 
Peninsula. In addition to a flourishing and unspoilt nature, Alentejo is the 
place of fine arts and historic traditions. Medieval unspoiled castles and 
walled in the cities of Évora, Marvão and Monsaraz, among many others, 
combine with innumerous architectural and intangible world heritage listed 
sites and goods. 

Among other examples, Baroque architecture unique examples qualify as 
Baroque Splendour. Now adays, Alentejo ranks as one of the most culturally 
rich, diverse and captivating regions in Europe. Alentejo’s unique coast line, 
one of the best preserved and appreciated in Europe refers as an example of 
sustainability and biodiversity, as it does the unique forest and landscape 
where good agricultures practices coexist with modern farming and water 
management techniques. 

Alentejo homes the largest fresh water reserve in Europe and is the 
geographic identity of some of the best instances of European gastronomy. 
Finally, Alentejo combines is very distinctive “joy de vivre” with some of 
leading examples of innovative industries in areas such as aeronautics, 
digital, biotechnology, energy or education.

António Ceia da Silva,
President CCDR Alentejo

Carmen Carvalheira,
Vice President CCDR Alentejo, 

in charge of smart region





“ Dear participants!

The European Union has set itself a very ambitious agenda on the twin green and 
digital transition. The Digital Decade, the Skills Agenda, the universality of digital 
rights, the digital services act, the consolidation of European competitive assets for a 
stronger industrial autonomy, the role of Education in achieving all the sustainable 
development goals and the inspiration of Bauhaus pointing to a stronger role of 
culture, design and creativeness as well as from a secure and innovative connectivity 
and access to internet and media are important instruments to deliver on these 
ambitions. The role of regional hubs of Smart Communities is more important than 
ever to succeed the digital transformation. This is why this event is a critical moment 
for enhancing cooperation between regional hubs of Smart Communities.

The European Regions for Smart Communities summit welcomes all those engaged with digital transformation for 
a fair, effective, sustainable, just and competitive regional level policies for Smart Communities towards a better 
common, European, future!

Welcome, to the summit! Enjoy it! ”

- Marcos António Nogueira,
H2020-AURORAL coordinator / European Regions for Smart Communities summit organiser.

Summit 2021 behind the scenes



SUMMIT 2021: 
FACTS AND 
FIGURES

7 days
5 main sessions
12 thematic sessions
4 future lab sessions
+ 200 speakers
3 members of the Portuguese government
3 Members of EU Parliament
8 Members of the European Commission
+30 Mayors and regional presidents, including the CoR president
+50 projects coordinators of EU approved projects
+60 partners
+30k viewers



Summit 2021 behind the scenes



Summit 2021 behind the scenes



partners



AURORAL is a H2020 project, funded under Boost rural economies through cross-sector digital service platforms call, under grant agreement nr101016854. 

AURORAL focuses on increasing connectivity and delivering a digital environment of smart objects interoperable services platforms able to trigger dynamic rural ecosystems of 
innovation chains, applications and services. Thus, AURORAL contributes to increase economic growth and create jobs in rural areas and to tackle significant societal challenges, 
contributes to overcoming digital divide between rural and urban areas and to develop the potential offered by increased connectivity and digitisation of rural areas. 

AURORAL digital environment is demonstrated by cost-efficient and flexible cross-domain applications through large-scale pilots in five European regions. It builds on an open, 
API-based, interoperable and federated Internet of Things (IoT) architecture and includes a reference implementation supporting flexible integration of heterogeneous services, 
bridging the interoperability gap of the smart object platforms and creating markets for services in rural areas.

AURORAL is a H2020 project, funded under Boost rural economies through cross-sector digital service platforms call.

AURORAL focuses on delivering interoperable, open and integrated digital platforms that serve rural regions and contribute to a European, globally competitive, ecosystem of 
digital services and businesses to empower Smart Communities.

AURORAL aims to deliver a dense network of Smart Communities under a common multi-interoperability framework aimed at succeeding the just, fair and open digital 
transformation. AURORAL pilot regions implement the concept throughout Europe, targeting an investment platform of innovative services, primary focusing Smart Communities 
onto rural areas.

AURORAL consist of 25 partners from 11 European Member States.

AURORAL Consoritum:

www.auroral.eu

H2020-AURORAL

11 Rural end-users 
in Europe

World-class 
technical research 

centres and 
universities

Leading industrial 
companies and 

SMEs

2 International 
networks



The Alentejo Regional Coordination and Development Commission is a decentralised 
body of the central administration with administrative and financial autonomy 
under the direction of the Minister for Territorial Cohesion in coordination with the 
Minister for State Modernisation and Public Administration for matters related to 
local administration and with coordination by the Minister for the Environment and 
Climate Action in matters related to the environment and spatial planning.

Its main mission is the promotion in an integrated and sustainable way the 
development of the Alentejo region, so its fields of intervention are the management 
of regional operational programes funded by the European Union and other regional 
development financing instruments, thus developed the Regional Strategy for 
Intelligent Specialisation of Alentejo 2030 where its distinct areas of specialisation 
combine synergies with H2020-AURORAL.

Having as one of its main activities the contibution to define regional development 
policies, fostering and participating in strategic planning processes of a territorial 
basis to encourage partnerships between regional actors and the establishment of 
integrated programmes aimed at territorial cohesion and competitiveness, such as 
the hosting of AURORAL, CCDRA has hosted and developed several projects such 
as CircPro, the Circular Economy Forum and developed cross-border cooperation 
links such as EUROACE and EUROAAA; transnational ones such as the Atlantic 
Area programme, the SUDOE Area and Interreg Mediterranean.

CCDRA

www.ccdr-a.gov.pt

Alentejo is a leading emerging region. Alentejo is one of largest European regions, 
increasingly a hub of culture, modernity and sustainability, and a climate, nature 
and biodiversity friendly region open to future, Europe and innovation.

Since the beginning of 2019, through ADRAL, Alentejo has become the only region 
in Portugal permanently represented in Brussels. To this end, the Alentejo Europe 
Initiative was established, which supports the representation of the Alentejo to 
the European Union in Brussels and the projection of the region with networks of 
regions, thematic platforms, institutional initiatives and innovation programs and 
cooperation projects.

Alentejo's EU office, in Brussels, started Mar.14 2019 by "Welcome to Alentejo" event 
with CCDR and ADRAL Presidents, with a vast fellow regional representatives in a 
kind and appreciated welcoming presence.

www.alentejo-brussels.eu

ALENTEJO EUROPE INITIATIVE



The Living-in.EU movement is a collaborative platform for regions, cities and 
communities to accelerate their digital transformation the 'European way' (citizen-
centric approach, ethically and socially responsible data usage, co-creation with and 
engagement of citizens, open and interoperable standards. Created by a group of 
cities, city representative organisations Eurocities, Open and Agile Smart Cities 
(OASC), the European Network of Living Labs (ENoLL), and supported by the 
European Commission and the Committee of the Regions.

The aim of Living-in.EU is to work together to scale up the use of data technology, 
including local digital twins, to tackle a range of interconnected challenges, such 
as urban mobility, energy efficiency, and digital public services, while ensuring 
environmental sustainability in line with the European Green Deal.

The movement was launched in December 2019 by the Finnish Presidency of the 
Council of the EU today it counts with over 110 signatories of the Join, Boost, Sustain 
declaration as well as more than 100 supporters from business, academia, SMEs, 
… . Cities, regions and Member States leaders are invited to join the community by 
signing the ‘Join, Boost, Sustain’ Declaration, which NGOs, businesses and non-EU 
cities can also subscribe to as supporters.

www.living-in.eu

Living-IN.eu
RegHub is a Network of Regional Hubs for EU Policy Implementation Review. 
The CoR launched a new generation of its Regional Hubs Network (RegHub). Its 
members monitor the implementation of EU policies on the ground and make sure 
that the voices of hundreds of regional and local stakeholders are taken into account 
when these policies are evaluated at European level.

The RegHub Network currently includes 46 members, 10 observers and 1 associated 
body. RegHub is also an established subgroup of the European Commission's Fit for 
Future Platform (F4F).

cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/network-of-regional-hubs.aspx

Regional Hubs Network (RegHub)



SmarTomorrow Investment Platform, as one deliverable and project derived out of 
the AURORAL Horizon 2020 project, will be structured as a multi-regional platform 
that supports financially various innovation projects in Smart Communities either 
in a single Member State or in several different Member States.

Private and Public investors grouped together will be able to support the scaling 
up of the applications of digital services and new devices to rural and remote areas. 
It is seen as a meeting place for the supply and demand side and provides tailored 
services to the needs of rural communities and citizens to realize the best-fit projects 
to enhance the digital development and establishment of smart communities.

SmarTomorrow Investment Platform
The European DIGITAL SME Alliance is the largest network of ICT small and 
medium enterprises in Europe, representing more than 45,000 enterprises in total. 
The Alliance is the joint effort of 30 national and regional SME associations from 
EU member states and neighbouring countries to put digital SME at the centre of 
the EU agenda.

The European DIGITAL SME Alliance:

• Participates in and proposes EU funded projects.
• Organises conferences and seminars.
• Produces newsletters and studies.
• Performs research activities on ICT related areas.
• Monitors EU policies and regulations on ICT and informs its members.

www.digitalsme.eu

The European DIGITAL SME Alliance



IrRADIARE provides support, advise, services, platforms, systems and smart 
solutions for our clients and partners. IrRADIARE advises on new investments, 
public-private cooperation and regional public policies. Its widely tested expertise 
on systems modelling ranging from industrial processes to city cities, regions, 
municipalities, clusters and agencies. 

IrRADIARE is in H2020-AURORAL project WP leader in charge of Cooperation, 
Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation.

www.irradiare.com

IrRADIARE, Science for Evolution



COOPERATION 
with the
Living-IN.eu

COOPERATION with the Living-IN.eu

Cooperation – more broadly unity – is key to face the European challenges of 
the future. Cooperation between regions, institutions, clusters, local leaders, 
innovators, clusters, and regional hubs and networks play vital role.

Science, technology, knowledge, digital skills and capabilities are essence of 
innovative, multidisciplinary and diverse modern integrated public policies, 
which are very much the result of enhanced cooperation.

Cooperation is expected to open development corridors across borders, topics, 
disciplines, institutions or barriers. Those give bottom-up initiatives the critical 
space to reach competitiveness and deliver impact. Corridors of cooperation 
to favour innovative governance, increased participation, enhanced dialog, 
stronger commitment, involvement and engagement on addressing common 
challenges of the future.

Join in building the European way of Digital Transformation for 300 million 
Europeans. The European way of digital transformation in cities and 
communities.

In times when cities and communities are looking to digital solutions to tackle 
a growing range of interconnected challenges, we must boost these efforts 
through a ‘European Way’ where digital solutions help to create places where 
people enjoy living and working.

Digital solutions are broad and include approaches to smart urban mobility, 
energy efficiency, sustainable housing, digital public services, and civic-led 
governance. Large-scale uptake and upscale of these solutions are crucial to 
help our cities and communities meet their climate targets and reduce their 
environmental footprint, while fostering citizen participation and bringing 
prosperity to all types of business, including SMEs and start-ups.

Through co-creation with citizens, LivIN.eu aims to bring the economic and 
social benefits of this transformation to all local communities and implement 
an inclusive digital Europe, with powerful digital services, technologies, 
infrastructures and skills.

More information on: www.living-in.eu



LIVING IN EU SIGNATORIES
111 representatives of a public administration at local, regional, national or European level, have signed the Declaration, namely: 















Hotel Convento do Espinheiro

Surrounded by 80,000 m² of beautiful gardens, this 5-star hotel is 4 km from the 
center of Évora and is housed in a renovated 15th century convent. It features 
a piano bar and free parking.

The rooms at Convento do Espinheiro feature luxurious furnishings and have 
an LCD TV with satellite channels. Each private bathroom has a bathrobe, 
slippers and free toiletries. Some rooms have a private terrace.

The center of Évora is a 10-minute drive from this luxurious hotel.

The night at the hotel costs around 150 EUR, including the breakfast.

[Summit location]

SUSTAINABLE & EASY ACCESS ACCOMODATION

Hotel Convento do Espinheiro

Convento do Espinheiro
7005-839 Évora

RNET 395

GPS
N 38º. 36'. 3"
W 7º. 53'. 18"

+351 266 788 200
reservas@conventodoespinheiro.com

Web. www.conventodoespinheiro.com

details



Vila Gale Evora hotel

Located just a 5-minute walk from the historical medieval walls of Évora, Vila 
Galé Évora offers high standard accommodation and access to both indoors 
and outdoors pools.

Featuring a complete Spa and wellness service, this hotel also provides a fitness 
centre. The Temple of Diana, the Sé Cathedral and the São Francisco Church 
with its fascinating Chapel of Bones are within 1.6 km away from Vila Galé 
Évora.

The hotel is located 10 min driving by car from the event’s place.

SUSTAINABLE & EASY ACCESS ACCOMODATION

Photography © www.vilagale.com

Vila Gale Evora hotel
Avenida Túlio Espanca, 7005-840 Évora

GPS
N 38º 34' 3.607"
W 7º. 54'. 54.825"

Reservations should be done directly on 
evora.reservas2@vilagale.com or on:

www.vilagale.com
using “promocode” AURORAL.

The hotel requires payment within the act 
of the reservations.

Web. www.vilagale.com

details



ORGANISATION

Organising Committee:
Marcos Nogueira - Chair of the organising committee

Kamila Olchowicz - Summit's executive organiser
Patrícia Gomes da Silva - CCDR Alentejo

Claudia Henriques - CCDR Alentejo
Justina Bieliauskaite - European Digital SME Alliance, Project Director

Myriam Martin, H2020-dRural project coordinator
Ana Telles - University of Évora, Director of the School of the Arts

Rafael Mondelaers  - Regional Hubs Network (RegHub)
Rainer Steffens - Regional Hubs Network (RegHub)

Teresa Geyer - Regional Hubs Network (RegHub)

Leadership and cooperation Committee:
Carmen Carvalheira - Coordinator

Paula Peiró - Executive Coordinator

Media partner:

smart-cities.pt

Innovation Committee:
SINTEF NORD AS (SINTEF)

ATOS IT SOLUTIONS AND SERVICES IBERIA SL (ATOS)
ETHNIKO KENTRO EREVNAS KAI TECHNOLOGIKIS ANAPTYXIS (CERTH)

BOSONIT SL (BOSONIT)
BAVENIR SRO (BAVENIR)

UNIVERSIDAD POLITECNICA DE MADRID (UPM)
UNPARALLEL INNOVATION LDA (UNP)

SMART INNOVATION NORWAY AS (SIN)
HAFENSTROM AS (HAFEN)

UMEA UNIVERSITET (UMEA)
KEMIN DIGIPOLIS OY (Digipolis) EUROPAISCHES ZENTRUM FUR ERNEUERBARE ENERGIE GUSSING GMBH (EEE)

TOURISMUSVERBAND REGION OBERWART (TVRO)
LUXACTIVE KG (LuxActive)

PARCO SCIENTIFICO TECNOLOGICO PER LAMBIENTE ENVIRONMENT PARK TORINO SPA (ENVIPARK)
I TESORI DELLA TERRA SOCIETA COOPERATIVA AGRICOLA SOCIALE - ONLUS - IMPRESA SOCIALE (Tesori)

SISTEMES AVANCATS D ENERGIA SOLAR TERMICA SCCL (AIGUASOL)
ASSOCIACIO CLUSTER DE LA BIOENERGIA DE CATALUNYA (CBC)

UNIVERSIDAD DE LA IGLESIA DE DEUSTO ENTIDAD RELIGIOSA (UDEUSTO)
FEDERATION EUROPEENNE DE FINANCES ET BANQUES ETHIQUES ET ALTERNATIVES (FEBEA)

OULUN YLIOPISTO (UOULU)
NARVIK KOMMUNE (Narvik)



contact us

Follow H2020-AURORAL on social media for daily updates

@AURORAL_H2020       @h2020_auroral       @Auroralproject

register for getting invitations

          www.eu-smart.community

Marcos António Nogueira, Alentejo EU office permanent representative and H2020-AURORAL coordinator.

marcos.nogueira@alentejo-brussels.eu 

Kamila Olchowicz, Executive coordinator

kamila.olchowicz@irradiare.com


