Reflection — Pentecost

Today the Church celebrates Pentecost, one of
the 3 great Jewish festivals, falling 50 days after
the Passover. On the day of Pentecost, God
sent the Holy Spirit onto and into the early
Christian disciples in a palpable, visible and
powerful way.

This hymn, from the Orthodox Church for the
Feast of Pentecost, speaks of the Holy Spirit,
and her part in the Trinity:

The Holy Spirit for ever was, and is, and shall
be;

He [sic] has neither beginning nor ending,

But is always joined and numbered with the Fa-
ther and the Son:

Life and Giver of Life,

Light and Bestower of Light,

Love itself and Source of Love:

Through him the Father is made known,
Through him the Son is glorified and revealed to
all.

One is the power, one is the structure,

One is the worship of the Holy Trinity.

May the life, light and love of the Trinity be
yours this Pentecost.

Revd Alison

NEXT SUNDAY 15.06.25 Trinity Sunday
10.30am in the Church

READINGS: OT Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31

BN NT Romans 5: 1-5
REY GOSPEL John 16: 12-15
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Fr David Nixon 01392 667192. Day off: Mondays
rev.dave@virgin.net
Revd Sarah Cumming Assistant Priest [on secondment
at St Davids]
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mike.clark@exeter.anglican.org
Phil Baker, Licensed Lay Minister 07970 216740
lionelbaker@outlook.com
Revd Terry Litherland 07594633195
tlitherland36@gmail.com
lan Totterdell Church Warden 07536459096
lan.totterdell@cantab.net
Liz Pioneer Community Worker
pioneerstthomas@gmail.com

Email: parishoffice@stthomaschurchexeter.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sttexeter
Website: www.stthomaschurchexeter.co.uk

X (formerly Twitter): @sttexeter

Office Tel: 01392 437486 Messages at any time.
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St Thomas, Exeter
8th June 2025

Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
10.30am in the Church

Today
Sung Eucharist

Hymn Numbers

90 Come down, O love divine

392 O thou, who camest from above
122 Father, Lord of all creation

6pm-7.30pm at Exeter Cathedral
Thy Kingdom Come Pentecost Celebration

Wednesday 11th June
10am Holy Communion (BCP)

Thursday 12th June

9.30—11am St Thomas Tots

10.30-12noon Knit & Natter. 19 Maple Rd
Details from Jenny. 01392 498725

Friday 13th June
9.30am Morning Prayer
10am Staff Meeting

Saturday 14th June
9am Men’s Breakfast in the Sawyers
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Collect

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your
faithful people by sending to them the light of your
Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a
right judgement in all things and evermore to re-
joice in his holy comfort; through the merits of
Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen

Acts 2: 1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were
all together in one place. And suddenly from heav-
en there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Je-
rusalem. ®And at this sound the crowd gathered
and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native lan-
guage? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and
said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ But Peter,
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and ad-
dressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what | say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morn-
ing. No, this is what was spoken through the proph-

et Joel: “In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my
slaves, both men and women, n those days | will
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And |
will show portents in the heaven above and signs
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky
mist. the sun shall be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Romans 8: 14-17

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are chil-
dren of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have re-
ceived a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abbal
Father! it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if chil-
dren, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we
may also be glorified with him.

John 14: 8-17 (25-27)

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and
we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have |
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do
not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Fa-
ther”? Do you not believe that | am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own; but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that
| am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. Very truly, | tell you, the one who be-
lieves in me will also do the works that | do and,
in fact, will do greater works than these, because
| am going to the Father. | will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son. If in my name you ask me for any-

thing, | will do it. ‘If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you. [l have
said these things to you while | am still with

you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you eve-
rything, and remind you of all that | have said to
you. Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid.]

Post Communion

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to
every race and nation the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue
may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Notices

We are revising the Year’s Mind list as it has be-
come rather lengthy. We recognize that it is a sensi-
tive matter and all those currently on this list from the
year 2000 will be retained automatically. If you would
like an older St Thomas name kept on this list please
contact Ian or Fr David. Please note that if your rela-
tive or friend was a worshipper at Emmanuel or St
Andrews, there are no dates with these names. So
please speak to Ian or Fr David even if the date is
2000 onwards.

Cleaning the Church Volunteers are needed. Areas
can be cleaned whenever it suits as long as there are
to least two people. Speak to Ian.

The House Group meets fortnightly on the 1st and
3rd Tuesdays in the month at Helen’s house. For de-
tails see Mic or Ian.

Hospiscare 100 Miles in May: our churchwarden,
Ian Totterdell, has completed Hospiscare’s fundraising
event ‘100 Miles in May’. If you would like to support
him, please visit https://justgiving.com/page/ian-
totterdell-3 or speak to Ian at a Sunday service.



