As with gladness men of old

Did the guiding star behold;

As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious God, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
Saviour, to Thy lowly bed,

There to bend the knee before

Thee whom heaven and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet

Ever seek Thy mercy-seat.

As they offered gifts most rare

At Thy cradle rude and bare,

So may we with holy joy,

Pure, and free from sin’s alloy.

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

Holy Jesus, every day

Keep us in the narrow way;

And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heavenly country bright
Need they no created light;

Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun, which goes not down.
There for ever may we sing
Hallelujahs to our King.

William Chatterton Dix
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NEXT SUNDAY 12.01.2025 Baptism of Christ
10.30am in the Hall

READINGS: OT lIsaiah 43: 1-7
TN, NT Acts 8: 14-17
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%= GOSPEL Luke 3: 15-17, 21, 22

CONTACT US
Fr David Nixon 01392 667192. Day off: Mondays
rev.dave@virgin.net
Revd Sarah Cumming Assistant Priest [on secondment
at St Davids]
Revd Mike Clark Associate Priest
mike.clark@exeter.anglican.org
Phil Baker, Licensed Lay Minister 07970 216740
lionelbaker@outlook.com
Revd Terry Litherland 07594633195
tlitherland36@gmail.com
lan Totterdell Church Warden 01392 848674
07536459096 lan.totterdell@cantab.net
Liz Pioneer Community Worker
pioneerstthomas@gmail.com

Email: parishoffice@stthomaschurchexeter.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sttexeter
Website: www.stthomaschurchexeter.co.uk

X (formerly Twitter): @sttexeter

Office Tel: 01392 437486 Messages at any time.
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St Thomas, Exeter
5th January 2025

Epiphany
10.30am in the Hall

Today
Sung Eucharist

Hymn Numbers

394 O worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness

113 Earth has many a noble city

477 The first Nowell

Tuesday 7th January
7.30pm House Group at Helen’s house.

Wednesday 8th January
10am Holy Communion (BCP)

Thursday 9th January
9.30-11am St Thomas Tots
10.30-12noon Knit & Natter. 19 Maple Rd

Details from Jenny. 01392 498725

Friday 10th January
9.30am Morning Prayer
10am Staff Meeting

Saturday 11th January
9am Men’s Breakfast at the Sawyers
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Collect

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested
your only Son to the peoples of the earth: merciful-
ly grant that we, who know you now by faith, may
at last behold your glory face to face; through Je-
sus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory
of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will
appear over you. Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up
your eyes and look around; they all gather togeth-
er, they come to you; your sons shall come from
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on
their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radi-
ant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multi-
tude of camels shall cover you, the young camels
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Ephesians 3: 1-12

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for
Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— for
surely you have already heard of the commission
of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and

how the mystery was made known to me by revela-

tion, as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understand-
ing of the mystery of Christ. In former generations
this mystery was not made known to humankind,
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow-heirs, members of the same
body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant according
to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by
the working of his power. Although | am the very
least of all the saints, this grace was given to me
to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; so that through the church
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God
in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Matthew 2: 1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-
served his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messi-
ah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the proph-
et: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shep-
herd my people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared.

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that | may also go
and pay him homage.” When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And hav-
ing been warned in a dream not to return to Her-
od, they left for their own country by another
road.

Post Communion

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations
seek: may we who with the wise men have been
drawn by your light discern the glory of your
presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen

NOTICES

Warm Space will return on Thursdays, from
3pm in the Hall. Tea, coffee and biscuits and a
chance to meet other people. A start date will
be announced once the administration has been
completed. Also there are more spaces for
people to volunteer. See David or Ian.
Watch this space for details.

Parish Walk

What: Noticing Nature Where: Meet outside St
Thomas Church Hall.

Come and join us for a gentle, guided walk
around St Thomas Pleasure Ground that will help
you slow down and notice the things around you
as well as connect with your inner world. This
walk will take place on paved paths with the op-
tion to go on grass. Bring clothing and footwear
appropriate for the weather and meet at St
Thomas Church Hall.

A free phone line of hymns




