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I~ the year 1857 the Philological Society determined to form
a collection of words hitherto unregistered in the Dictionaries
of Johnson and Richardson, with a view of publishing a sup-
plementary volume, which might be used with either of those
works. A committee was appointed, circulars were issued,
and the public as well as members of the Society were invited
to take part in the work. The success of the experiment was
so encouraging, that some members of the Society, unwilling
that the energies thus brought into play should be expended
in the production of a work necessarily of a subordinate and
imperfect character, strongly urged the propriety of extending
the scheme to the compilation of a new and more Scientific
Dictionary than any at present existing, This proposal was,
after much deliberation, entertained and accepted, and the
Philological Society, at its meeting of January 7, 1858, re-
solved that, instead of the Supplement to the standard English
Dictionaries, then in course of preparation by the Society’s
Unregistered Words Committee, a New Dictionary of the En-
glish Language should be prepared under the authority of the
Philological Society, The work has been placed by the Society

in the hands of two Committees ; the one Literary and Histo-
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