
Searching the Historical 
Thesaurus

The full Historical Thesaurus can be viewed by clicking the link in each result. From this point, you 
can see all the historical synonyms of a particular word and also explore the taxonomy further by 

clicking different sections of the hierarchy. The terms are sorted chronologically by default, but 
can also be sorted alphabetically. 

The Historical Thesaurus is a rich resource for looking at how people have spoken about things, 
places, people or concepts over the last 1000 years. It can be searched by selecting Historical 

Thesaurus from the quick search dropdown, or from the Historical Thesaurus tab on the Advanced 
Search page. It is a rich resource for looking at how people have spoken about things, places, people, 

or concepts throughout the 1,000 years of language development charted by the OED. For more, 
watch our Searching the Historical Thesaurus video. 

Historical Thesaurus 
category containing 
the term is shown 
on the right hand 
side, including a 

breadcrumb trail to 
show the category’s 

position in the 
hierarchy. This way, it 
is possible to see all 

the different semantic 
classifications that 
contain a particular 

term.  

Matching 
term and 
definition 

are 
presented 
on the left 
hand side.

Results can 
be filtered 

down. So, for 
instance, if 

only obsolete 
meanings 

are desired, 
that can be 

selected from 
the filter.  
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