Private James Albert Brill

BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES

Peter Daniel

 TE m
@F heritage

lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED

City of Westminster
ARCHIVES




Source |15 Wedding Certificate for James Brill and Florence Margaret Tomkins 1914

Dec.26 1914
Boxing Day St. Simon Church
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Source |16 James Brill Royal Marines Company Conduct Sheet

Page 1.
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1914
30/12/14 Absent from |2 midnight until 9:15 AM 14 days CB. Brlg. General Kenning

Sth Instant (CB= Confined to Barracks) Chatham Recruit |st Class

Forfeits 6 days pay
6.1.15
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Training at
Sutton Waldron
When the Chatham company
left their barracks, they first
headed out to train at Sutton
Waldron, Dorset.

Brill, would have found the
country to be a very different
experience to where he grew
up in London. The Chatham
Battalion were billeted on
local farms and so James
would have enjoyed eating
fresh food straight from the
farm-eggs, milk and meat.
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The war in France was going badly and the British war leaders
were getting desperate. Firet Lord of the Admiralty, Winston
Churchill, had a new idea: to attack Germany from the rear.

... HERE AT GALLIPOLI. THE TURKS
ARE WEAK. WHEN OUR GUNSHIPS
FIRE ON THE DARDANELLES, THE
TURKS WILL RUN AWAYI

GENTLEMEN, WE CANNOT

WIN THIS WAR IN FRANCE.

BUT MR CHURCHILL, THAT
AREA IS DEFENDED BY

FORTS AND GERMAN GUNS.
-

Churchill persuaded Lord Kitchener, commander-in-chief

of the traops, to attack Gallipoli.
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Source |7 Churchill’s Victory Plan
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Are there nof other alfernafives

than sending our armies fo
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Source |18 (a) Eve of Departure: Letter from S.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant

whiu.&«na_mws S h\n‘%e .# Barrack Sergeant 5.W. Hayes
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y7, thk.,v xn.

th
.th\m- &&.\NN | February 4™ 1915
mr&: Ao duddern E\s, |
.ﬁ.s . Sﬁ ad raqhd camtad 4 % ..... AH Dear Brill,
E\WJN&A \?\ \, i Ry Teidanin Your calling so suddenly upon me last night
ek had \m,gi g %ﬁ@% \&im% came as a surprise, and | forgot to offer you, this
Mﬁ;‘\ :&t e .mﬁat %ﬁh&xﬁa\&b& New-Testament which had been sent here with a

E\\m\_@% \:S\hax n\\\mmﬂm\ wm\e;\\&&! lady's good wishes, | do hope you will accept it,

? = &&.l\ ar\ AﬂhM\mxn\ and likewise make a strong, firm resolution, to
att v A, Lﬁg\ oA Home read, a portion every day you are away from
@zg tand, * %1 Aade an/ \ms home, "Home Sweet-Home," and all it means; if
\n\h\_hzu adr A\x‘%ﬁsﬁ andrwillread’ 4 you have an hour to spare at anytime, and will
3&\ foak A 1) Nimand read "The Epistle of Saint-Paul to the Romans"
\ﬁn\‘ﬁ Jweudd, ancthic completely through as you would another book, |
Nﬁ: catl <L) \th feel you will realize the Holy Bible, is a book,
&&@ s/ A aﬁm ,&Qﬁ&m py %«&iﬁ :M\ which is worth reading in this manner, in a way

%% manrbd, A E_ S\\EDN Naﬁ\ \\A«Ht_? _ you have...

/

36



Source |18 (a) Eve of Departure:

Letter from S.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant
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Source |8 (b) Eve of Departure: Letter from S.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant
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...never before imagined.

I have also put in a
small card, with a short
prayer, this you can put

in the lining of your cap,

where you can get it an-

ytime and anywhere .

I would be glad to know that you will read this
book, you need not write though, for you must write
frequently to your dear wife, and | feel sure that
whatever difficulties you are called on to pass
through (only our heavenly father can know this) you
will prove yourself a real, thoughtful husband, by nev-
er mentioning, any, or your own hardships, to her, to
make her anxiety more intense, but rather, let each
letter convey a rich breathe of love to her heart. If
you have not made an allotment out, do so at once,
and as much as you can possibly spare, for all this
means safeguarding your (dear ones)
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Source 18 (c) Eve of Departure: Letter from S.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant
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dear ones.

You will, | know, excuse my liberty of so advis-
ing you, but older heads know something about the-

se matters.

Please give the enclosed letter to your Compa-
ny Sergeant-Major; that is in barracks, he would be
your "Company Sergeant;" the message there con-

tained will get to the right persons.

Accept my best-wishes for your welfare, and re-
member | shall think of you night and morning in my
prayers; | feel sure, your wife will also, and may our
Heavenly Father help you, to draw near to Him in
the same way is my sincere desire, for truly knowing

Him makes life so different.
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Source 18 (c) cont. Eve of Departure: Letter from S.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant

May God bless you and bring you safely home is my

closing wish.
I am Yours in Christ's Love,

5.W Hayes Quarter Master Sergeant
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Chatham Battalion RMLI The Royal Naval Division returnad from Ant-
R werp in October, and were ecnt off to the Dar-
Voyage to Gallipoli 1915 | 4 0 e in Februare. In the interval they had
been traiming, the infantry at Blandford, the
engincere at Walmer, and ASC, at the
Palace. In_ the mic - Y
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RMLI (Chatham Battalion) Deployment to Gallipoli

February 1915

6 February: Chatham Battalions entrain at Shillingstone near Blandford and move to Devonport.

They are temporarily known as the "Royal Marine Special Service Force".

About 6pm Chatham Battalion sails on "Cawdor Castle".

Arrive St Paul's Bay (Malta) /4 February 1915, sailed 8am on |9 February.

Avrrive Tenedos 3.15pm on 2/ February, Lemnos 4pm on 24 February, returned to Tenedos next day.

Sailed at lam on 26 February for Dardanelles, arriving 8am.

Maval bombardment of the 5traits forts and emplacements is underway. Ships return to Tenedos but at 5pm
ordered to Imbros.

Orders to land on Gallipoli on 28 February cancelled due to bad weather at sea.

March 1915

S5am 2 March ships ordered to Tenedos. Operations once again cancelled due to weather.

Moved to Imbros 3 March.

| 2 March: Royal Marine Brigade reorganised and "Royal Marine Special Service Force" ceases to exist. Bri-
gade comes under orders of Royal Naval Division.

A contingent of Chatham Battalion (4 officers and 200 men) togther with 2 officers and 20 men from Aus-
tralian forces boarded "Cawdor Castle" in preparation for a landing. Ship sailed to Tenedos at daylight 18
March but this force was not used and returned to units on 23 March.

| 8 March at 6.30pm: Royal Marine Brigade sails for a "demonstration” off Gaba Tepe, which was carried out
at 5.30am next day. 1.30pm ships returned to Lemnos.

24 March: Royal Marine Brigade sails for Alexandria in Egypt. Orders are modified en route and force sails
instead to Port Said, arrives 26-7 March.

April 1915

7 April: Brigade re-embarked at Alexandria. | 1-12 April arrived at Lemnos.

| 6 April: moved to Trebuki Bay, Skyros, where Division was concentrating.

23 April: Brigade sails for Gulf of Xeros.

25 April: Division carries out feint landing at Bulair, while British 29th Division lands at Cape Helles beaches
and Awustralian and New Zealand forces at beach near Gaba Tepe / Ari Burnu scon named Anzac cove. 27
April: ships carrying Brigade arrived off Cape Helles at daylight.

28 April 5pm: "Cawdor Castle" ordered to move and anchor off Gaba Tepe. Chatham Battalions ordered to
disembark and come under orders of |st Australian Division on arrival. On completion of disembarkation at
8pm, Brigade ordered to take over No 2 Section of defences held by Australian and New Zealand forces.

This was the western edge of Lone Pine plateau.

Sources

WO95/4291, war diary of Royal Marine Brigade (National Archives)
"Britain's Sea Soldiers" by Gen. Sir. H. E. Blumberg
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Source 20(a) Letter from Private James Brill to Wife Florrie (Florence Brill) 3.4.15
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My Dearest Florrie,

| am writing to you as | think | have an oppor-
tunity of letting you know where | am.When | left
Chatham | went to Blandford (in Dorset) this was Feb
4th and Sat. Feb 6th we left there at 2 A.M. and
marched to Shillingstone (4 /2 miles) we entrained
there at 4 A.M. for Plymouth and arrive there at [:30
PM.We embarked on the S.S Cawdor Castle at 2
PM. 1 left Plymouth at 5 PM. for where of course we
did not know.We thought at first that we were going
to France then we thought we were going to Egypt.
Dear Flo we passed Gibraltar and went on to Malta

where we stayed four days and were given...
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Private Henry Baker’s Journal:The Rough Crossing of the Bay of Biscay

-

. On 6.2.15 Chatham
Battalion entrain at
Shillingstone Dorset
and move to Devon-

port. They leave Eng-
land aboard the ship,
“Cawdor Castle”
at 6 pm in extremely

bad weather.

The weather did not improve as the ship attempted to cross the Bay of Biscay. Everyone
aboard the ship, including the crew, suffered from sea sickness. Many of the Marines, had never
been at sea before and sea sickness was a new experience for them.Although when the
weather finally did calm down, the food that the marines were fed was “not fit for pigs.”
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Source 20(b) Letter from Private James Brill to Wife Florrie (Florence Brill) 3.4.15

Ganve ., Levestos Koo abrt— ....leave. | went ashore about 3 times altogether. We

. then went on to Lemnos an island off of the Grecian
Coast and then we went on to Tenedos another is-
land off the Asiatic Coast and then right up to the
mouth of the Dardanelles where we witnessed part
of the bombardment. Dear Flo we have been stand-
ing by to land there for some weeks, and we know
that if we did land that we have a stiff job in front of
us.You have no doubt read in the paper of the British
Marines landing there but that was the Plymouth
Battalion not us so you need not worry as to whether
I am a alright or not.They lost several killed and
wounded. Dear Flo we afterwards came back to Lem-
nos and after staying there for about a fortnight we
left for Alexandria in Egypt. | went ashore at Lemnos
but not at Alexandria as we were only there a few
hours. We then...
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James Brill's Chatham battalion were on the
island of Imbroz when the Royal Navy
bombarded the Turkish forts at Gallipoli.
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THE DNLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, Arme 6 0% a7

BEFORE THEY WERE MINED: “OCEAN"™ AND "IRRESISTIBLE" IN ACTION.

PRAWH WY M. ¥, KOIKKGIN FROM & SNETCH MADE BY A BEITIGH OFFCEE FPRININT AT THE ACTHON

AS SEEN FROM THE DECK OF ONE OF OUR WARSHIPS: THE TWO BRITISH SHIPS AFTERWARDS SUNK BY DRIFTING MINES
ENGAGED IN BOMBARDING TURKIEH POSITIONS IN THE DARDANELLES
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Source 20 (c) Letter from Private James Brill to Wife Florrie (Florence Brill) 3.4.15

Lone Ltvertos Lme abrt— ....leave. | went ashore about 3 times altogether.We
. then went on to Lemnos an island off of the Grecian
Coast and then we went on to Tenedos another island
off the Asiatic Coast and then right up to the mouth
of the Dardanelles where we witnessed part of the
bombardment. Dear Flo we have been standing by to
land there for some weeks, and we know that if we
did land that we have a stiff job in front of us.You
have no doubt read in the paper of the British Ma-
rines landing there but that was the Plymouth
Battalion not us so you need not worry as to
whether | am a alright or not.They lost several killed
and wounded. Dear Flo we afterwards came back to
Lemnos and after staying there for about a fortnight
we left for Alexandria in Egypt. | went ashore at Lem-
nos but not at Alexandria as we were only there a

few hours. We then...
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THE MEGSTRATED WAK NEWS, APRIL T, 1605 [Faxr 36)-= 33

4th March 1915 8.30am Plymouth Battalion landed one company each at Kum Kale and Sedd-el-Bahr, to cover
the demolition of Turkish guns by raiding parties. Sedd-el-Bahr company re-embarks at 2.30pm, Kum Kalﬂt? IEPm.
Operations successful, at cost of 22 dead and 22 wounded. _ -
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WITH WASHING HUNG IN THE STREET AND THE INHARITANTS IDLING AT THEIR DOORS : BRITISH MARINES IN A TURKISM VILLAGE. -l
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Our Amphibious Warriors on Dardanelles’ Stran

Y Water-gunners, '’ as the Royal Marises are nicknamed, ln Turkiah forts ;
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