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Source 20 (d) Letter from Private James Brill to Wife Florrie (Florence Brill) 3.4.15

...came on to Port Said where we are now under can-
vas.The food they gave us on the Cawdor Castle was
rotten. | would not feed a dog on it.They allowed us
4.1/2 d a day messing allowance but we could not
buy anything as they had nothing any good at the
canteen on board or under canvas. Our food is very
poor fat bacon for breakfast etc. We must expect to
rough it a bit on active service. Dear Flo it is very hot
here and | am quite brown | shall be quite different
when | come home for the service hardens a chap.
Dear Flo we have an idea that we are going on to
Cairo about |40 miles. | was inoculated on board
ship and this morning | was vaccinated at the Gov-
ernment Hospital Port Ship. | shall be jolly glad when
I am back home again. Seeing the world is a alright
in its way but give me Dear Old England, and London
in...
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Hospital ship at Port Said

During the Boer War (1899-
1902) more British soldiers
died from typhoid than were
killed in action. Consequently
on the eve of war in 1914
Sir Almroth Edward
Wright (1861-1947) per-
suaded Lord Kitchener to
inoculate British troops
against typhoid. Thanks to
Wright Britain was the
sole combatant with
troops immunised against

Inoculation of Indian soldiers at Sir Almroth typhoid at the start of
Woaorld War |.

Gallipoli

Edward Wright
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Source 20 (e) Letter from Private James Brill to Wife Florrie (Florence Brill) 3.4.15

ol iCalan Bear mu_n%u..m«\ﬂ&?

¢

Oeas 6, Prothaq 2

GLE
R

....particular. Dear Flo | hope you and Dear Baby
and mother and all at home are quite well and |
hope you are keeping your pecker up and that you
will be true to me for remember Dearest there are
temptations that come my way and yours as well and
what we want to do is to fight them down and be
true to each other.You know what a chaps nature is
Flo and | am tempted sometimes but | fight it down
for | mean to be true to you. How we shall be happy
when | come home. | am posting this letter at Port
Said in the town | chance whether you get it or not. |
am dying to hear from you as | have not had a letter
for 3 weeks.Yesterday was Good- Friday and | am
writing this in our tent let me know if you had my

lock of hair that | sent this is all now.
Your Loving Husband,
XXXXX Jim XXXXX
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Wed a firing party for Rupért
Brooke. Of course we'd never heard of him :k, s—_—t,

At 4:46pm on 23rd April 1915, 5t George's Day, Rupert Brooke
died of blood poisoning on a ship moored in Trebuki Bay, Sky-

ros. In a hurry due to having to embark for Gallipoli the follow-
ing morning, Brooke's friends hastily arranged his burial, wit- fighting with the Royal Maval Division

nessed by the Chatham Battalion RMLI. at Antwerp in October 1914. It is one

Rupert Brooke was most well known

for his poem The Soldier written after

“We buried him in the same evening in an olive-grove where he had Sf the most famoys poems of k:

You can read this poem on page 62.

sat with us on Tuesday - one of the loveliest places on this earth.’
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The Soldier (1914) by Rupert Brooke

‘The Soldier’

If | should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England. There shall be

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Woashed by the rivers, blest by the suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

[

Following his death, Brooke, who was
already famous, became a symbol in
England of the tragic loss of talented

youth during the war.
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Source 22 Letter sent from France 25 April 1915 from Florence’s brother Richard Tomkins

4 : ~
| —— _

“Well dear when | i

you write to [im
give him my best frea 4
love. Well dear, it
you talk about the
war will soon be
over but | think we
will be out here
next winter. But | S -
don’t mind as long as W‘; - ' .

we get what we want
and a bit of our own ¢
back with them for - -
the way they have sl
treated the poor
women and children.
Out where we are
they were shelling a 2

church all day yester- W

day by us.” I/
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Lancashire Fusiliers, pictured in a boat bound for Gallipoli.

Many people today are not aware of the presence of British
soldiers at Gallipoli.The men of the Royal Naval Division
fought beside the Anzacs (Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps) during the Battle of the Landing between 25th April
and 3rd May 1915. The 25" April is now Anzac day, a public
holiday in Australia and New Zealand.
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A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES
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Leonard Maurice Keysor Y C from Paddington emigrated to Australia shortly before the outbreak of Wi
and enlisted in the First Australian Imperial Force in August 1914, On 7 August 1915 at Lone Pine, Gallipoli he
wan his Victoria Cross for catching hand grenades, Biily Hughes (inset top) was Australia’s Pimlico born

PM from [915-23. Before emigrating to Australia he attended Burdett Coutts School as both teacher and pupil.

SOVZNV

sdion Away puejeaz MaN pue ueljedisny -

65



A ONE MAN LANDING AT
BULAIR.
NEW ZEALANDER'S SWIMMING

Some of the gallant deeds of the
Royal Naval Division in Gallipoli are
described in a despatch from Reuter's
gpecial correspondent, who says that of
all the British divisions on the penin-
sula, none, with the exception of the
29th, has seen more and more varied
work and fighting than the Royal
Naval Division. :

Mg on vl Zoth. ¢ grealer par
of the division was sent up. to the head
of the Gulf nfBSnlrr_i:s to flar” g]ut- ‘%ﬁ“““‘
strations at Bulair and on the rac-
ian 3ide of the gulf. .

Here one of the finest deeds of gal-
lantry recorded durving the campaign
wag performed by Commander Frei-
burg, a New Zealander, serving with
the 'Rnyg.ldNnvn.l d])iw;iun. ]Lt- had
been recided to send a boat ashore at €
Bulair to light flares on the beach BRIGI‘;DIER'GE:"ER“‘L B, 0. FREY-
and make the Turks think that a land- BERG, V.C.. OF WELLINGTON.
ing was to be attempted there. The (IMPERIAL FORCES)
commander, who is an exceptionally
fine swimmer, volunteered . to ;swim
ashore alone in the dark and light. the
flares himself, pointing outi ;that the
boat’s crew  would be 1'ul,1nibﬁ.ver3r
great risk. R A

The offer was accepted, and the offi- Ly
eer swam ashore, crept up to the Turk-
ish trenches until he could hear the - <
men talking, to make sure of his T Al
ground ; then he returned to the beach njjg
and lit a flare he had brought with D e e
him. At once the Turks took alarm, WIEiTe
rifle fire was opened on the beach, and |53 B 5
the New Zealander, knowing that the SgeSes iy
water was safer than the shore, swam SERE_ N SSEngg
down the coast half a mile, then went
ashore and lit a second flare. '

By this time the hills were alive with
the enemy, and Commander Freiburg -
took to the water again and swam off
to meet a destroyer which was to pick
him uE. He had to swim about for an
hour Lkefore she found him.

Wanganui Chronicle, 19 January 1916 '_- _1:_ : H\'t\*“ S

AvVd DVYZNYV (g) £ @24nosg
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Source 24 Chatham Battalion RMLI at Gallipoli

Monash Valley at Gallipoli. The Royal Marines were bravely led up the steep slope of Dead Man’s Ridge and when they

reached the top, they were mown down by the Turkish machine guns ‘with great slaughter’ Major Quinn, an Australian VC,

said the counter offensive led by the Chatham and Portsmouth Battalions was “the bravest thing [he'd] seen so far...”

&7



Exposed o big gun firg’
from the Turks dhove

Barges for bringing
wittoer, food and
ammunition from ships

-
-
(]
2
]
=
7
-
s
)
~
B
=
Q.
>
Z
>
0
3
o
(4]
=
=
=4

Where tho Anzacs
should have landed..,

British warships firing. /Ll
*  on Turkish tremches =




Extract from Charles Bean “The Story of ANZAC”

Charles Bean wrote about the Royal

Marines at Gallipoli:

“Young and but partly trained, thrown without prepa-
ration into a terrible struggle, over-tried, gallantly but
often needlessly exposing themselves, they had suf-
fered heavily, and their dead lay thickly among the
Australians and New Zealanders upon those dreadful
heights.”

“For many days afterwards on the ugly bare shoulder
at the top of Monash Valley, their dead lay like ants
shriveled by a fire, until @ marine climbed out at night
and pushed them down into the valley, where they
were buried.The name ‘Dead Man’s ridge’ clung to

this shoulder when its origin was almost forgotten.”
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Source 25 (a) Wounded at Gallipoli

After the disastrous landing at Gallipoli many men are wounded. John
Simpson Kirkpatrick, an Australian soldier born in England, obtained a
donkey upon his arrival at Gallipoli and for three weeks rescued the
wounded from the battles and took them down to the beach. Pte
Henry Baker of the Chatham Battalion Royal Marines was rescued a
donkey. This may well have been the way by which Private James Brill
was taken from the battlefield to the awaiting hospital ship HMT
Mashobra.

“He put me on a donkey on
which he was taking the wounded
to the beach...The ship’s boat col-
lected us.We were towed out to
the Dongola, which they were us-
ing for the wounded. It wasn’t a
hospital ship. It had transported

some of the Australians.”

Pte. Henry Baker RMLI
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Many of the tens of thousands of wound-
ed and sick of Gallipoli were transported
to hospitals throughout the Mediterra-
nean - from nearby Lemnos, to Egypt
and Malta. They were transported from
the shores of the Dardanelles on flat
bottomed barges and then transferred to
hospital ships as well as normal
transport ships (known as "Black Ships".
Sadly the system was hopelessly inade-

= guate.
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medics waiting aboard the hospital ship pictured above HMT Mashobra. With
no antibiotics available then and with open wounds covered in flies it was no sur-
prise that many men died of their wounds. One of the soldiers wounded with Brill,

Thomas Henry Baker described conditions aboard the hospital ship he was taken

After being brought back to ANZAC Bay Private James Brill was transferred to the

“There were only two doctors on this ship
and no medical staff of any kind.The crew
had to act as orderlies. We were deposited
on the bare deck—no beds, and one blan-
ket. All the troops had been in hammocks

on the way over from Egypt to Gallipoli. My
officer,  Grinling, a regular who went to
Haileybury, came on board badly wounded
but died very soon after.” (Lt Charles Grin-
ling was just 19)

LT. CHARLES STUART GRINLING,
ROYAL MARINE BRIGADE. - Private Thomas Henry Baker RMLI

jodijjen ye papunopa (q) sz 924nos
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The HMT A47 Mashobra
weighed 8,174 tons with an
average cruise speed of 2.5
knots. It was owned by the
British India SN Co Ltd,
London, and leased by the
Commonwealth until 21
December 1916.The
Mashobra was torpedoed

and sunk in the Mediterra-
nean, |5 April 1917.

HMT Mashobra

AR MEMORIAL ) S . C01602

The HMT A47 Mashobra weighed 8,174 tons with an average cruise speed
of 12.5 knots or 23.15 kmph. It was owned by the British India SN Co Ltd,
London, and leased by the Commonwealth until 2| December 1916.The

73



Source 26 Report of Private James Brill’s Death
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T Army Form B. 2090a.

.

FIELD SERVICE,

REPORT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible
delay after receipt of notification of death on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36 or from
other official documentary sources.

Chatham Battelion,
WMQEHEE. NT vel lierines Light Hﬂ.muduuwwﬁwmnﬂfﬁﬁ Royel HNaval Division,
CORPS or Company

—boprd Se i iaschobral;(bardencllen J3

regeived
Cause of Death*

* Specially state if killed in action, or died from wounds received in netion, or from illoess due to field operations or to latigae, privation,
or exposure while on military duty, or from injury while on military duty.
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“For three days after we left Gallipoli we had no one to look after us properly. My foot
was black with bruising and we were nearly at Alexandria before anyone looked at me.
On the way south, the ship stopped at least three times to push dead over the side.
Sanitary conditions were very bad. But at least we were not going to be shot at.The boy
scouts could have handled the operation better.”

Private Thomas Henry Baker

RMLI Chatham Battalion

sdiys |eyidsoH pasedaadun 17 @24no0g
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Source 28 James Brill Casualty Form

Army Form B. 103.

COFPY.
Casualty Form—Active

Resiment or Corps___Chatham Bat talion.

service.

H&mmEmﬁEE:Ermuoﬁ\mdm\m
James Albert. .

Rank___Pte. Surname__ BRILL, Christian Name
Religion Age on Iinlistment
Enlisted («) Terms of Service («)

Date of promotion to present rank

Service reckons from (a)

Date ofappointment to lance rank

years

months,

: | Qualification (0)
“mﬂpmﬂmmi * Fie-eruseed » | or Corps Trade and Rate
Signature of Officer ije Records.
Report Record of promotiony, reductions, transfers, casunities, _ Remarks

Data From whom received

&o., during active servide, o8 reported on Army Form
B. 213, Army Form A. 20, or In other officie] dooumonte.
The suthority 1o be quoted in each case,

Place of Casualty

Duta of Taken from Anay Form

Casunlty

B. 213, Army Form A. 35,

or other oflicial
documaenta

Fmbarked
Disembarked...

4/5/16. PMO.HUT Mashobra. Died from Wounds.

mmmme.dm.

Authy:A/68608 3/9/15.
Dels m.T_..

5/5/18.8uried at Alex-
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Pte James Brill’s Grave: CWGC Chathy Cemetery, Alexandria Egypt

Private James Albert Brill grave pictured left. He
was buried in Alexandria, Egypt at the Chatby Mili-
tary and War Memorial Cemetery.

Picture courtesy of War Graves Photographic Project
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Photograph of the Chatby Military and War
Memorial Cemetery




Source 29 (a) James Brill’s Last Effects

Florence Brill kept the parcel
string from the parcel containing
her husbands last effects for the

rest of her life.

78



Source 29 (b) Brill’s Last Effects

Florence Brill gave her husband Jim a lucky horseshoe to take with him. Jim wore it around his neck attached to his dog tags.
The Royal Marines used aluminium discs as dog tags, whereas the army wore two tags, one an octagonal green tag the other a
red circular disc made of compressed fibre (see inset) . The green tag would be taken from a body as proof of death and the

red one left to identify the body for burial. James brill's dog tags were returned to Florence with his other belongings.




Death Plaque and Letter from the King

BUCKINCHAM PALACE,.

I join with my grateful people
in sending you this memorial

of a brave life given for others
in the Great War,

ot

DEAD MAN’S PENNY
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Private James Brill ‘B’ Company Chatham Battalion RMLI

- -

t e

- Wiy / : - " p - .._ ——

James Brill
[ D

James’ last effects were sent to Florence at their home in South Kensington. She was only |7 and about

to give birth to James’s son, who she would name him after her dead husband.




Dear Madam, | recelved your letter .....

Florence kept the letter confirming her husband’s death to her dying day.
Fifty years after Gallipoli in 1965.

$32343 3seT s||i4g sewef
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Kathleen Marie Leche, formerly Donaldson-Hudson,
was born on April 4, 1871 at 35 Grosvenor Place, Pimli-
co, Known as Kassie to her family, she was renown for
her beauty, wit and intelligence. Her father Charles
Donaldson-Hudson was a Conservative M.P. and she
grew up at South Audley Street, Mayfair. She married
John Hurleston Leche, her father’s estate agent, at St.

B8 Peters Church, Eaton Square, in 1888 when she was just

| 7. Her husband died in 1894 leaving her as a wealthy

32 Cheyne Row, Chelsa young widow of 23 with two sons John and Charles.

f‘) ;:,\r'r\»?’ g " Let me know which even-
n*v ol o = A
A o VAT ing you can come
-
g ‘,f’/ E./{ 3 32, CHEYNE Row,
;u’f’ o CHELsEA. 32 ChE}FﬂE Walk

f

L .-
' O‘M 5\: e c? /s Chelsea
( —Af}u,.{_ Tetilsr e ;‘»c,uﬁ-‘; June 9th 1915
Shocprel 8 Cecocel /4 Dear Florrie, | was very
ﬂu_g.L% a7 7;,1.;1_ htiebra ) shocked and grieved to
diciate A [o Sl bl 2 Aair¢ | hear of your husband’s
s (e L&* f}:x.; ‘1 i/~ death. | should have writ-
s {7 L/ £ S @,ﬁmmt‘: f ten to you but thought |

Vi Vi ), . -
tacks. B  Koridous v was coming back to Lon

‘e 4 7 R S o L
Sharitiels i'i-—-ﬁ-u“'f" a_ Cdtu.-_-_e

J_‘_f el L _lf/ 7 (fe gy o ME 1o

/ , sympathise very deeply
Sy pailoe % with you i
you in your great loss
[eiC Cfﬂi& J il rjz_h_‘z

fﬁ*ufs 4 s ¢ %eay, -your husband

don some time ago and
that | should have a

chance of seeing you. |

[I14g 22U340|4 03 20U’|OPpUO) JO 493397 ¥
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Kathleen ‘Kassie’ Leche had two homes; 32
Cheyne Row in Chelsea was her London base,
but she spent a lot of time in Cheshire at her
country home, Lower Carden Hall (pictured
left). Carden Hall was the ancestral home of

i . h.i
jil i YT 'V" UU
’“IIIIIIIIIIII"';"“

|- T

‘,u's,,u,,ll,," [,___ TITEMTTRUL . 1t is most likely that Florence Brill
= - . LS worked at some time as a domestic ser-

- W of servants there and at her Chelsea home.

ant for Kathleen at Cheyne Row and that

the wealthy widow and the poor servant

girl struck up an unlikely friendship.

Ty 27 ?W /Y ..S’ﬁz syl | was a good and straight
_ Z /| young man and though |

i(Zu..u.Ji Aot / / never knew him, | felt like
E' ._ Eil‘ dAp & f'au_,u.{ /‘U 'afnendrnh;m

| had such a nice letter

 come up some evening

L about 7 o’clock and see
¢ me? | should like to hear
'.?f. 4/ , what you are doing and

“how baby is. | am your
frrend,

/ Kathleen Leche

the Leche family and Kassie employed a number

[I14g 92U3.40]4 03 SO2UIJOPUOD) JO 4333 VW
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Source 30(a) Florence Margaret Brill and her daughter Florence Ann (‘Dibs’)

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH

REGISTRATION DISTRICT

19217 BIRTH in the Sub-district of ChelseaNonth.

Columns:-

Mo, When and Name, if any Sex  Name and sumame  Niume, wmame ansd
where bom of father maiden sumzme ol
' of molher
_E\\x RS F et
) l91;  Taeeseg, P
. (pg Cohnis P g 25
Arad, o7y § frean

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an eniry in the certified copy of a Register of Births in the District above mentioned,
Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE. under the Seal of the said Office,the . th  dayor  January 2008

BXCC930848

Eédgm;mggamﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁ}rgzahgﬂ
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE S“CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT Mﬂ-bnzﬂm OF IDENTITY.

Mkl EITAT G40 EMNPEL Ot

85



Source 30(b) Former Poor Law Guardians' Offices, 250, King's Road, Chelsea, London SW3

=

nnmnuzﬁ_ﬁnw-
“Chelsea Guardians” ‘

H & .
SN
e -

The address given for children born in the Chelsea Workhouse was 250 King’s Road. This gives some idea of
the terrible situation that Florence Brill found herself in after her husband was killed at Gallipoli.




Source 30(c) Florence Margaret Brill and her daughter Florence Ann (‘Dibs’)
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Florence and Jim Jr. in 1920

._
~AND HES LEFT A LOT OF LITTLE
THINGS BEHIND HiM "

As a single parent at |7 Florence Brill suffered greatly from James’s death. Her sud-
den wedding had not been acknowledged by the Royal Marines so she did not re-
ceive a widow's pension. She sought financial assistance from the British Legion but

was turned down and would afterwards always refuse to buy a poppy.

88



AND N

THEIR SONS ?

L]

“| RENCUNCE WAR AND W.LL REVER
SUPPORT OR SANCTIOR AKOTHER "

THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION
96 REGENT ST. LOKDCN

The Peace Pledge
Union emerged

~ from an initiative

@ by Dick Sheppard,
canon of St Paul's
Cathedral, in 1934,
after he had pub-
lished a letter in

the Manchester
Guardian and other
newspapers, inviting
men (but not wom-
en) to send him
postcards pledging
never to sup-

port war.” 135,000
men responded and
became members.
Before WW2 broke
out in 1939 many

" people who had suf-
fered in WWI cam-
paigned against an-
other war.

0v61 2 TMM ! J31pjos e se dolun( |jlig sawef
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Source 32 Florence Margaret Brill Death Certificate

G 415124 CERTIFIED COPY of an ENTRY OF DEATH

Issued at a fee of one shilling in pursuance of E =~ and for the purposes of the First Schedule
to the INDUSTRIAL ASSURANCE AND x ¥  FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT, 1948.

Registration District._ CHELSEA
1965 . DEATH in the Subdistrict of . Cbelcealirst . —_in the Roysl Bereicliol Kensinton pnd Chalses
“ohimns =— 1 z 3 4 L] [} ¥ | [] =1 I_|_
No. W%ﬁnhhﬁ  Neme andsurname | Sex | Age |  Occupation Cause of death m_mnﬂﬂ_.._nmnn%]ﬂ n:%ﬂ:-__un E“MM.& 7 m_ﬁm_,.__”qaq
Bevtn feenl
Cl e .xn:\*\;n% A-T. Rrll &ABJEL \U\_u&m...hu..
(965 Florence Wielows w\ R Zra
oN ,;n (965
}\E MrSons ...w&vh_u, loxi-ca '™ n&“.ﬂi..spﬂb]. ﬁ
DNrwer |e. \:\.Yo —
Cheloso. Mwam? IBagleso Lent
| Gl e, e
_ _ LSS _

_:m#mh%nmwﬂmw.ﬁn._rn-vu:nw-:EEEE.EEF._.@_.&EEF-Hnﬁnﬂwaaw*uu:n:ﬁ&w

Witness my Sand this o R0 day of .. i frt i ...... [T T — B, Mehpr .mv«h.rmv Registrar,
Pe hom issued : 1
e Iy z._._“_.a and surname (in fall).... aﬁu\gﬂ: ............ 1 1. PHV\ ...........
A L 7As  Mcnolhutls

wnf:b_.__._ﬂﬂ to deceased : child, adopted Delete those .u:ﬂc__nnw.ﬁ._
CAUTION :—Any person who (1) falsifies any of the particulars on this certificate, or (2) uses a falsified certificate us true. knowing it to be false, is liable to prosecution.
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Florence’s life was devastated by what happened at Gallipoli. As a single parent she could not return to her previous
job as a domestic servant. Instead she took numerous cleaning jobs, working for Westminster Council for over 20

years as a toilet attendant. Pictures show how she was prematurely aged before dying of heart failure in 1965.
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Florence just before she died in 1965. For 50 years she struggled against the poverty
that James’s death had placed her in. She never overcome his death.
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Florence kept his last effects in her purse until the day she died in 1965, 50 years after

James Bill's death at Gallipoli. Winston Churchill died in that same year. Florence never

forgave him for sending her husband to the Dardanelles.
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CWGC

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

In Memory of
Private JAMES ALBERTBRILL

CH/376(S), Chatham Bn. R.N. Div., Royal Marine Light Infantry
who died
on 03 May 1915

Remembered with honour
ALEXANDRIA (CHATBY) MILITARY AND WAR MEMORIAL CEMETERY

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

http://www.cwgc.org
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