
SHAKESPEARE PLAY – A PALPABLE HIT! 

And I do believe the venerable bard would have loved it. So would the common people of the 
sixteenth century for whom Shakespeare wrote, if someone, perhaps the bard himself, had thought to 
pack all his works into one evening. 

Three local actors gave it their all in Studio 42, so that the walls of this intimate venue virtually 
bulged with the side-splitting laughter of one full house after another over five nights between 11 and 
24 July. Hats and wigs and everything else off to – Nita Allsopp, Gareth Pretorius and Bomber Webb 
– yes, just the three of them! who took the audience on a wild, rollicking ride through the complete 
works of William Shakespeare in less than two hours of madcap enthusiasm and more than a 
smidgeon of actual facts tying it all together, and when facts turned into factoids, it all just added to 
the merriment and fun. 

Each of the three actors brought their own personalities to the embodying of their roles, and when one 
has the complete works of Shakespeare to play with, the sky’s the limit, and a good and grand time is 
assured.  The ‘meat’ of each play was put across in such a way as to both enlighten and enliven plays 
written five hundred years ago, so that even those whose minds and faces might darken at the mention 
of WS, could not help but see, hear and experience his genius in a way that might even persuade some 
to go off and dip into his works with new and fresh insights gained. 

One felt as if one had been magically transported 500 years back in time, to a time of simpler 
pleasures, a time out from life’s harshness, a time to let one’s hair down, and let the laughter just flow 
and overflow, thanks to the fertile imagination and flowing quill pen of a slight, balding man, who 
was blessed with the genius of expressing the life and times then, and transforming them from paper 
to stage, and indeed, into the hearts of the common people who flocked to be there. 

Melanie Baumeister yet again stood shoulder to shoulder with WS, as she has done before for the 
citizens of Sedgefield (and beyond),  got everyone organised,  spent months rehearsing with the actors 
and getting  all the ducks in a row, and she certainly deserves a whole lot more than a bow, or two, for 
directing this unforgettable evening with Mr William Shakespeare. Take a bow,Mel. No wait, take 
two! 

A triumph! A veritable triumph! 

 


