
PA AGM 23 September 2015

Chairperson’s report

1. Welcome
Welcome to the Delgany National School Parents Association Annual General Meeting.  
Thank you very much for coming and supporting your school this evening. We’ve had a 
great year. It has been a busy one for DNS and the PA.  It was also my first (and last!) year 
as chairperson.  Its been a steep learning curve. But the challenges and responsibilities of 
this role were made easier/lessened by the unfailing support of the rest of the PA 
committee, the principal and staff, the BOM, and the wider parent body.  DNS is a great 
community school and I have been lucky to be part of this team for the last three years.  

2. Appointment of new committee members and retirement of old ones
It hardly seems like any time at all since September last year when we elected a new PA 
committee at the AGM.  But time sure flies when you’re having fun! Looking back over the 
year when I was writing this report I was struck again by the range of events that parents 
and the PA are involved with.  Fundraising is an essential part of the work of the PA and is 
often the most visible.  But the social aspect of PA events is of equal importance. Bake 
sales and Barn dances, Hockey matches and Sponsored Obstacle Relay Marathons - they 
all give parents a chance to be involved with our kids education and to have a bit of fun 
ourselves.

3. Halloween Bake sale
The year kicked off with the Halloween bake sale. The event was co-ordinated by Alice 
Datee (thank you Alice), who with her willing band of volunteers, sold tombstone cakes 
and monster cookies, popcorn, and raffle tickets to eager children (and adults). Parents 
and grandparents had time to have a chat and a much needed cup of coffee after the 
marathon baking effort the day before.  (total raised 1,786).

4. Anti Bullying Talk
On 6 November an Anti Bullying Talk was given by Sharon Hayden of the National Parents 
Council. The event was also attended by parents from St Patrick’s NS Greystones.  
Sharon’s excellent talk outlined the Anti bullying procedures for National Schools and gave 
useful and practical advice as to how to support children who were being bullied. I certainly  
learnt that our first instincts are not always the correct ones when dealing with this 
complex and emotional issue.

5. Child minding during parent teacher meetings
Later on in November the PA helped facilitate Parent/Teacher meetings by providing a 
child minding service in the GP room.  The kids played, coloured and some even did their 
homework which allowed parents to meet with class teachers in peace and quiet.  Thanks 
very much to the team of committee members who helped supervise.

6. Calendar
Following the success of the previous year, the DNS calendar went on sale in November. 
Having taken on board suggestions from parents this year’s calendar was printed in a 
larger format with space to write appointments each month. The PA would like to thank 
Nick Bradshaw who once more gave up his valuable time to take the photographs.  The 



finished product was attractive and cheerful with our invaluable caretaker, Frank, taking 
pride of place on the cover. I look forward to next year’s edition....
Unfortunately due to increased printing costs the PA did not organise Christmas Cards this 
year.  Apologies to those who were looking forward to these, but we hope that the kids art 
competition at the Christmas Market provided an alternative opportunity for the kids to 
showcase their drawing skills.

7. Christmas Market
The Annual Christmas market which is run jointly by the school and the parish, was held 
on Saturday 6th December.  The Christmas market always proves to be one of the 
highlights of the year with lots of great stalls, fabulous cakes and coffee, art and crafts, 
plants, raffles, a BBQ, magic reindeer food and of course Santas Grotto.  This year the 
market was held in the Old School House and the GP allowing more space to mingle and 
browse the stalls. Ms Prole very generously allowed us to use her class room to hold 
Delgany’s Got Talent and the new childrens’ art competition was a great hit and added to 
the festive decorations in the GP room. (total raised 4509 - up by over €1000 on last year)

8. Liberties
The PA continued their support for the Liberty Recycling charity, and helped parents to sort 
out their attics and declutter, by organising two Recycling drives in December and June.  
Liberty Recycling is a non-profit organization that funds rehabilitation services and 
provides training for people affected by drug use. It is a registered charity employing over 
sixty-five people in a social enterprise recycling used textiles, mainly clothing and footwear. 
Liberty organises collections from schools in return for a contribution to school funds.  
Thanks to everyone who carted their bags of unwanted clothes to school - and to Frank 
and 6th class who had to relocate the bags at least 2ce when the collection truck had to 
reschedule!

9. Movie night
Movie night this year was a lively affair. This is a free event open to DNS school children, 
with parental supervision and provides a rare chance for the kids to come to school in their 
pajamas!  This year the movie was ‘A Muppet Christmas Carol’. A big thank you has to go 
to Dan Birch who set up the sound system for the event.

10.  School photographs and Valentines Bake Sale
After the Christmas break the new year started with school photographs which, this year 
were taken by County Photo, and the Valentines bake sale.  A big thank you goes to Liz 
Given, who coordinated the bake sale and produced the new voucher system. (thanks 
Liz). The vouchers were a voluntary scheme that the PA trialled for the first time at the 
Valentines bake sale. It was in response to concerns voiced by parents over the health 
issues associated with the handling of food. The vouchers proved to be very popular with 
children and adults alike. 75% of the children used the vouchers and they certainly made 
the job of those manning the stalls a lot easier.

11.  Barn Dance
Our big night out of the year saw the return of the Delgany NS Barn Dance.  Having 
thought it was a new event for the school I discovered that Delgany parishioners have fond 
memories of barn dances held in the old barn near the roundabout by the Charlesland 
running track. Vicky Hudson Malone threw herself into the task of organising the event with 
great enthusiasm and gusto, conjuring up lights, bunting, hay bales and bbqs, not to 
mention the rodeo bull and the line dancers from a seemingly endless list of contacts.  I 
know she would like to thank everyone who helped out and gave so generously of their 



time, in particular Troy Gillet who loaned and fitted the fairy lights, Avril Quinn (and 6th 
class) for the bunting, Noel Dicker for the speakers and sound equipment and to Dan Birch 
who despite a leg injury spent many hours installing the lighting and sound system. As 
someone commented on the night, I can’t believe its the GP room - it was an unbelievable 
transformation. Sadly the Barn Dance did not attract the numbers that we had hoped for. 
Those who attended had a great night. But it would seem that some thought now needs to 
go into the kind of event that would best suit the interests and the schedules of parents. 
But that it is a task for next years committee....

12.DORM
The rest of the year was devoted to sporting and out door activities.  The PA helped run 
the first (and hopefully not the last) Delgany Obstacle Relay Marathon which replaced the 
whole school sponsored walk during active week, much to the relief of the staff! Vicky and 
Andrew donned their hockey boots and organised a inter school hockey match with 
parents from St Patrick’s NS, which Delgany won (6 goals to 1).  On 17 June we 
celebrated the childrens’ efforts to Walk on Wednesday throughout the year by hosting a 
Walking Breakfast for the whole school.

13.Whole School Evaluation
The final marathon event of the year was the Whole School Evaluation which took place in  
June. To gauge parents views, in addition to the parents survey, the school inspectors also 
interviewed members of the PA.  The interview covered the structure of the the PA, 
frequency of meetings, how the PA communicates with the wider school community and 
discussed the range of work that the PA undertook to support the work of the school. I’m 
sure Trish Conran will be reporting on the Evaluation in more detail, but I would like to 
thank everyone who took time to answer the inspectors questions and contributed to the 
the whole process. 

14.New year and Survey
Now we are at the beginning of another school year. New parents were greeted with a 
welcome cup of coffee in the GP room on the first morning. A chance to settle the nerves 
after seeing their kids settled in the classrooms.  This year it was decided to send out a 
survey to all parents not only to raise awareness about activities the PA undertakes but 
also to learn more about your preferences and opinions concerning the PA going forward.  
Thank you to all those who have handed in their surveys...I will leave it to next years 
committee to review your response.

Finally on a personal note. I would once again like to thank all those who I have worked 
with over the last three years, and this last year in particular. I would like to thank the 
members of the PA committee, past and present, the Principal, the members of staff and 
the parents.  Through bad times and good I have always found support, help and 
friendship at this school and I am glad that I have been able to do my bit.


