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21st August 2020 

Reopening Delgany National School Letter 3 

Arrival and Dismissal 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The Department of Education and Skills Covid-19 Response Plan outlines that “helping all pupils to make 
the transition back to school, to reconnect with their teachers and friends and to establish new school 
routines that support their health and safety” will be a priority at the start of the new school year. 

In order to support this objective, the Board of Management, in consultation with the Principal and the In-
School Management Team (ISMT), has sanctioned the following phased reopening of Delgany National 
School. 

Friday 28th August - Junior and Senior Infants are invited to visit the school at allocated timed slots to 
allow these pupils the opportunity to meet their teacher and see their classroom.   

Monday 31st August All teachers, SNAs and ancillary staff complete final training and preparation for the 
school year. 

Tuesday 1st September - Senior Pupils 3rd to 6th Class attend school 

School staff will be outside the building to welcome and direct pupils. 

8:30 am 5th and 6th Classes arrive   

9:00 am 3rd and 4th Classes arrive  

Children in 3rd to 6th who travel by school bus should come to school on the bus as usual. 

Wednesday 2nd September - Whole school attends arriving at staggered intervals 
8:30 - 8:45 am 3rd -6th Classes arrive and go directly to their classrooms 
9:00 am 1st and 2nd Class 
9:30 am Junior and Senior Infants 
Children who travel by school bus should come to school on the bus as usual. 
 
Thursday 3rd September 
All pupils arrive between 8:30 am and 9:00 am going directly to their classrooms. No staggered times. 
Siblings may arrive together. 
 
A staggered dismissal with be in operation: 
 
1:00 pm Junior Infants 
1:10 pm Senior Infants 
 
The pupils from First to Sixth Classes will be split into two alphabetical groups based on their surname.  
2:00 pm Group 1  
2:10 pm Group 2 and children travelling on the school bus. 
 
You will receive further correspondence advising which group your child is in. 
 
The Board of Management will keep these plans for arrival and dismissal under constant review and will 
update them in accordance with government guidelines. 
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Parental responsibilities on assembly/dismissal: 

 Parents cannot enter the building at arrival or dismissal times. 

 Parents must arrive on time for dropping off and collecting their child. 

 Only parents or carers who are well and have no symptoms of COVID-19, or who have served the 
required quarantine time of 14 days where advised are allowed to drop off and collect children. 

 Any parent who is in a high risk category should not drop off or collect children in order to protect 
themselves. 

 Parents must not congregate in groups. 

 Parents who are permitted on school grounds (Infants and pupils with additional needs) must 
ensure their child remains at their side at all times and that their child social distances from other 

children. 

 Parents who are permitted on school grounds (Infants and pupils with additional needs) must wear 
suitable face coverings. 

 A drop and go/collect and go policy will be in place. Under no circumstances are parents to 
congregate on or outside school grounds. 

 At arrival and departure times of children, social distancing is to be maintained by children and 

parents. 

 

While all children will be welcome back to school, we would remind parents that, where children are 

displaying colds, coughs or flu like symptoms, they should not be sent to school.  Children who display such 

symptoms in school will be brought to an isolation room and parents asked to collect them from the school. 

Children who have travelled from countries not on the Green List should not attend school during the 14-

day self-isolation period  

Further information on COVID-19 symptoms in children is available at: - 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Anna Ovington 

Principal 
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