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Wednesday 13th January 2021 

School Closure January 2021 Update 3 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Thank you for collecting your child’s books and thank you for engaging with the teachers on 
Seesaw. While concerns have been raised by some parents about the lack of live lessons we have 
also received emails and phone calls from parents outlining the benefits of the audio clips and 
recorded lessons on Seesaw.  This is a difficult time for everyone and different situations suit 
different families.  

We have learned a lot about remote teaching and learning from the last lockdown. When we 
returned in September there was discussion and debate amongst the staff about what worked 
well and what could be improved or done differently.  

Having considered the pros and cons of live streaming of classes e.g. live zoom lessons, the Board 
and staff decided that pre-recorded direct teaching was better for a variety of reasons and home 
situations.  

Live streaming assumes that each child and teacher has a quiet space and a reliable device with a 
strong internet connection. It also requires the students and teachers to be online at a dedicated 
specific time. This would pose difficulties in many homes where children would be competing for 
access to a shared device. 

The nature of live streaming lessons also means that the learning pace is set by the teacher, not 
the individual student. In comparison students can watch pre-recorded videos at any time and any 
pace, when a device is available in their household according to their own needs. They can watch 
them again and again and go back to the parts they do not understand.  

In relation to GDPR and Child Protection the following points are noteworthy. As children under 
16 are not of the digital age of consent, parents must login into any such meeting using their 
account.  Parents are required to supervise children when online and would be required to be in 
earshot of the meeting at all times.  Two members of staff would need to be present at each lesson. 
For many children in our school, their parents are continuing to work outside the home as 
essential workers, meaning they cannot supervise in this way.  Other parents who are working 
from home would find it difficult to coordinate all their children’s live lessons while themselves 
working. Indeed, some parents have articulated this to us and it’s important that no family is 
disadvantaged. 

The majority of primary schools are not doing live lessons. Some schools are operating a weekly 
check in from a wellbeing perspective rather than live tuition. This is something the staff and 
Board will once again give careful consideration to. We all have the best interests of the pupils at 
heart and are working tirelessly to review and improve what we are doing on a daily basis. 

Pupils with additional needs will of course continue to be supported by our Special Education 
teachers and SNAs and contact will be made directly with the parents of these pupils. 

It a really important that pupils and/or parents regularly check in with the class teacher as their 
teacher wants to know how the children are engaging with their work and resolve any possible 
issues. 
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We appreciate your continued support and hopefully we will get back to school before long.  

Yours sincerely, 
 
Anna Ovington  
 


