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Background  
Glen Earrach Energy (GEE) has instructed AECOM to undertake a desk-based cultural heritage assessment of the 
potential effects of a proposed grid connection (hereafter the Grid Connection Project) for the Glen Earrach Pumped 
Storage Hydro project (the Proposed Development). An indicative connection route has been identified between the 
substation forming part of the Proposed Development and the indicative connection point for the Proposed Development 
at the Bingally substation to the west (hereafter the Connection Route).  

The Connection Route comprises an initial section (approximately 2km) of underground 400kV cable (UGC) from the 
Glen Earrach Pumped Storage Hydro substation to the start of a 400kV overhead line (OHL) section. The 400kV 
overhead line has an approximate length of 16km and connects the underground cable section to the Bingally 
Substation. The Connection Route is as shown in Figure A. To inform the assessment it is assumed that the 2km of 
400kV cable will be installed through micro-tunnelling. It is also assumed that access tracks and temporary working 
areas will be required in the vicinity of the Connection Route during construction with construction lasting approximately 3 
years.  

The aim of this assessment is to identify whether the Grid Connection Project has the potential to result in any likely 
significant effects on cultural heritage, having regard to the cumulative assessment approach used in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for the Proposed Development, during both the Construction Phase and the 
Operation Phase. This Technical Note should be read in conjunction with Chapter 12: Cultural Heritage of the EIAR for 
the Proposed Development (hereafter the Cultural Heritage Chapter). 

 

Baseline Conditions 
Study Area and Sources 

A desk study was carried out to identify cultural heritage assets that had the potential to be impacted by the Project. A 
Study Area of 100m (i.e. 50m either side of the center line of the Connection Route) was used to examine potential 
physical impacts on designated assets as well as non-designated historic environment assets. A ‘Wider Study Area’ of 
3km from the Connection Route was used to examine the potential for significant impacts resulting from changes to the 
setting of assets. This was restricted to designated assets, as their ‘high value’ is more likely to result in a significant 
effect.  

The following sources were used for the appraisal: 

 The National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) managed for Historic Environment Scotland (HES) for 
details on designated and non-designated historic environment assets; 

 The Highlands Council Historic Environment Record (HER) web viewer; and 

 Historic mapping available online at the National Library of Scotland. 

While a site visit was not undertaken for the current appraisal, information collected as part of the walkover surveys 
undertaken to inform the original Cultural Heritage Chapter has been used. 
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TOMICH, GUISACHAN 
COTTAGE 

LB8111 Category B listed 230200 826911 3km 

Assessment  
The following impacts have been considered in the assessment: 

 Physical impacts on previously unrecorded non-designated historic environment assets; and   

 Impacts to designated assets resulting from changes to their setting. 

This assessment has been undertaken on the basis of the indicative Connection Route described above and is intended 
to inform consideration of likely significant effects on that basis. Any future grid connection proposal taken forward by 
SSEN Transmission would be subject to its own route development, survey work and detailed design process. That 
process would be expected to include walkover survey and allow for micrositing or other design refinement, where 
appropriate, to avoid or reduce physical impacts.   

A high-level summary of baseline conditions, together with an assessment for each of the above impacts is provided in 
Table 2 below. This shows that based on the current information, significant adverse effects are not expected.   
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Conclusion 
 

Based on the assessment, no likely significant effects on cultural heritage have been identified arising from the Grid 
Connection Project, having regard to the cumulative assessment approach used in the EIAR for the Proposed 
Development. 
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