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Introduction
Literacy: Listening skills is a set of ChooseIt! Maker activities, 
supplied  with  the ChooseIt ! Ready -mades  program . This  user 
guide  presumes  you  also  have  the  general  user  guide  for 
ChooseIt! Ready-mades.

There are 26 activities, designed to give pupils practice in listening 
to sounds, words and instructions. Additional sound and music files 
and a lotto game are included  as extra teaching  resources . Each 
activity consists of up to 20 multiple choice questions, focusing on 
a particular  learning  objective . A ‘Monkey  Sounds ’ activity  is also 
included as a fun round-up. 

This  program  should  be considered  as a resource  which  can be 
used as either  a teaching  aid or for an assessment  of the pupil ’s 
knowledge  in that area. It is not a linear scheme of work. Because 
the topics have been broken down into very small  steps, they are 
easily  linked  to SEN  pupils ’ Individual  Education  Plans . Some 
activities  are suitable  for the pupil  to do independently , but to get 
the most  out of each  activity  a one-to-one situation  is advisable . 
This way the language  of the subject  can be developed  alongside 
the  concept  being  practised . Some  of  the  activities  do  not 
necessarily  ‘fit in’ with an established  scheme of work for listening 
skills ,  but  have  been  included  as being  potentially  useful  as a 
result of requests and contributions during trialling.

All activities are self-correcting so the pupil does not experience 
failure. A simple scoring scheme allows you to track progress.

Note regarding children with learning difficulties:

The most important aspect in the life of a special needs child is 
routine, because with a good routine comes security, and hence 
confidence. Once the child has confidence and is relaxed with the 
surroundings, learning can then take place. This ideal has been 
used when planning the activities in ChooseIt! Maker 2 by utilising 
repetition and simple language.
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Installation
This manual is accompanied by a general user guide for ChooseIt! 
Ready-mades. The ChooseIt Ready-mades guide gives you help 
with installing and running this Activity Set. It also shows you how to 
use the options and how to set up switch access.

Getting Started
This Activity Set consists of 26 activities covering:
Matching and identifying sounds, understanding simple vocabulary, 
musical instruments, nursery rhymes, sound awareness and 
positional words.

To see the activities, start the ChooseIt! Ready-mades program 
and click on Literacy: Listening Skills. You can scroll down using 
the scroll bar on the right-hand side of the screen to see all of the 
activities. 
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To play an activity, tick the white box next to it and then click the Play 
button at the bottom of the screen.

Quick Hints and Tips
Use the left and right arrow keys on the keyboard to skip 
forward or back through an activity. They can be used 
for:

•  Reviewing the content of an activity.
•  Skipping to a page more suitable for the learner.
•  Going back and trying some pages again.

Remember that learners do not need to read to play these 
activities, as all text is spoken. Learners can click on the 
loudspeaker button to hear the question again.

To make an activity easier, you can use the Prompt options to 
display the answer at the bottom of the screen.
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The activities:

1 Introduction
2 Matching sounds: human sounds
3 Environmental sounds
4 Fun sounds
5 Home sounds
6 Animal sounds 
7 Instrument sounds
8 Music match
9 Nursery rhyme characters
10 Nursery rhymes
11 Understanding simple vocabulary: environmental words
12 Home words
13 School words
14 Animal words
15 Supermarket words
16 Sport words
17 Jobs words
18 Buildings words
19 Clothes words
20 Transport words
21 Instrument words
22-24 Sound awareness
25 Positional words
26 Monkey fun
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1) Introduction - 10 pages

This is a very simple introduction 
to the listening activities in this 
program. The pupil chooses 
the correct face in the choice 
box with audio clues. When the 
correct choice is made, the pupil is 
rewarded with a jingle.

2) Human sounds - 15 pages

The pupil matches the sound in 
the question to the sound on the 
choice box, with a visual prompt. 
The reward then names the correct 
sound, with a jingle. Two or three 
choices are given to the pupil in 
this activity.

3) Environmental sounds - 15 pages

Two choices appear on the screen. The pupil listens to the sound 
given in the question and matches it to the sound in the choice box. 
The choice box contains the picture of the object making the sound, 
helping the pupil relate that sound with the object. The reward then 
names the sound.
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4) Fun sounds - 10 pages 

This activity encourages the pupil to concentrate on the sound - 
there are no visual prompts and the sounds are abstract. The reward 
plays a jingle when the correct sound is chosen.

5) Home sounds - 20 pages

The pupil matches the sound of things that can be found in the 
home. The choice box has visual prompts and the reward names 
the correct object.

6) Animal sounds - 20 pages

The theme for this activity is ‘living 
creatures’. On pages 1 - 15 there 
are two choices and pages 16 - 
20 have three. The sound of the 
animal is given in the question and 
it must be matched to the same 
sound with its picture in the choice 
boxes. The reward then names the 
correct animal.



8 Literacy: Listening Skills

7) Instrument sounds - 16 pages

The names of common instruments 
and the sounds they make are 
linked in this activity. It includes 
a piano, drum, triangle, guitar, 
trumpet, tambourine and violin. 
Initially the pupil matches the 
sound of the instruments, with the 
name given in the reward (pages 
1 - 7). 

Next the pupil chooses the correct instrument when given the name 
only (pages 8 - 13). The pupil then matches the sound to the name 
of the instrument, with a reward reinforcement (pages 14 - 16). 

8) Music match - 10 pages

This activity introduces different musical styles from around the 
world. There are two choices on each page. The question plays an 
excerpt from a piece of music and the pupil selects the same music 
from the choice boxes. The reward then names the style of music.

9) Nursery rhyme characters - 20 pages

Humpty Dumpty, Baa  Baa Black 
Sheep, Old Mother Hubbard, The 
Grand Old Duke of York and Old 
King Cole are featured. Simple 
questions are asked about these 
characters to encourage listening 
skills and understanding using two, 
three and four choices. 
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10) Nursery rhymes - 20 pages

Each page has a single line from a 
well-known nursery rhyme: Humpty 
Dumpty, The Grand Old Duke of 
York, Hickory Dickory Dock and I 
Hear Thunder. The pupil finds the 
correct picture to match each line. 
Two choices are given on each 
page.

11- 21) Understanding simple vocabulary

These activities are designed to help with assessment and 
reinforcement of the names of objects. This essential vocabulary 
is grouped so the activities can be linked to class topics and IEP 
targets. The pupil must listen to the word in the question and then 
match it to the correct choice with the aid of visual prompts. The 
reward reinforces the correct word.

11) Environmental words - 20 pages

This activity concentrates on the 
vocabulary of things the pupil 
might see outside the home, e.g. 
weather and vehicles. Two choices 
are given for the first 15 pages then 
three choices for pages 16 - 20.
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12) Home words - 20 pages

This activity concentrates on 
vocabulary of things the pupil might 
see inside the home. Two choices 
are given for the first 15 pages then 
three choices for pages 16 - 20.

13) School words - 20 pages

Things that the pupil might see at 
school are given in the question. 
Two choices are given for the first 
15 pages then three choices for 
pages 16 - 20.

14) Animal words - 20 pages

This activity reinforces the names 
of different animals. After a simple 
introduction for the first two pages, 
two choices are given for pages 3 
- 10 then three choices for pages 
11 - 20.
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15) Supermarket words - 20 pages

Things you might buy in the 
supermarket are used for this 
activity. Two choices are given 
for  the  first  10  pages  then  three 
choices for pages 11 - 20.

16) Sport words - 20 pages

The  first  five  pages  are  sporting 
actions e.g. running, jumping. The 
following pages name the sports 
pupils might see on TV or maybe 
take part in. Two choices are given 
for  the  first  10  pages  then  three 
choices for pages 11 - 20.

17) Jobs words - 20 pages

The names of different jobs are given with visual prompts. Two 
choices are given for the first 10 pages then three choices for pages 
11 - 20.

18) Buildings words - 20 pages

The names of different buildings or structures are presented with 
visual prompts. Two choices are given  for  the first 10 pages  then 
three choices for pages 11 - 20.
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19) Clothes words - 20 pages

Different articles of clothing are presented with visual prompts. Two 
choices are given for the first 10 pages then three choices for pages 
11 - 20.

20) Transport words - 20 pages

The names of modes of transport are given with visual prompts. 
Two choices are given for the first 10 pages then three choices for 
pages 11 - 20.

21) Instrument words - 14 pages

The pupil matches the name of 
the instrument to the sound and 
picture.
Each page has two choices 
covering a wide selection of 
instruments: harp, sleigh bells, 
gong,  rainstick,  flute,  woodblock, 
bongo drum, cymbal, Indian bells, 
scraper, saxophone, xylophone, 
cello, oboe and clarinet.

22) Sound awareness 1 - 14 pages

The pupil is encouraged to discriminate between different types of 
sounds e.g. loud, soft, high, low, getting louder or staying the same. 
Two choices are given on each page.
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23) Sound awareness 2 - 10 pages

A clue is given on each page to 
find  a  target  rhyme. A  choice  of 
three pictures is given and the 
reward then names the correct 
object.

24) Sound awareness - 18 pages

This is an introduction to listening to the rhythm of words and 
counting the syllables in those words. Words with one, two, three 
and four syllables are used. The pupil listens to the word in the 
question then chooses the correct picture. The reward says the 
word and claps out the rhythm. Two choices are given for the first 
10 pages then three choices for pages 11 - 18.

25) Positional words - 20 pages

Simple phrases are given, including the words on, in, under, up, 
down, over, next to and open. The choice boxes have pictures for 
the pupil to match to the spoken question, and pupils are rewarded 
with a jingle. Two choices are given on each page.

26) Monkey fun - 10 pages

This is a short story about Red Monkey the taxi driver. He drives to 
the seaside where he listens to the sounds around him.
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Additional Resources 

Sounds Lotto Resources 

Ten lotto cards are provided for printing out for use as a games 
resource away from the computer.

Everyday instructions - 20 pages

This activity aims to test the understanding of verbal instructions in 
the classroom. General class instructions are given in the question 
on each page of this activity. The pupil chooses the correct picture 
of the action to gain a jingle as a reward. There are two choices on 
each page.

My Family - 12 pages

Add photos of the child’s own family members. Using photographs 
of familiar people is a good introduction to the way that ChooseIt! 
Maker can be used to create motivating, personalised activities.
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Notes
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