
2021 

BOWLED OUT 



There have been a number of successes in 2021 for everyone in the cricket net-

work in Worcestershire.  Following a tough 2020 when a very limited amount 

of cricket was played, and everyone rallied together to achieve success, 2021 

brought new hope. 

 

2021 has been extremely challenging for us all and inevitably the pandemic has 

affected recreational cricket and the work we do across the county. Despite the 

challenges that we faced, Worcestershire Cricket worked hard to ensure we 

could provide and support all cricket at clubs and in the community.  

 

Cricket clubs and volunteers worked together to find and create new ways of 

fundraising, planning and organising to operate as effectively as possible so 

that they could provide cricket on and off the field.  

 

An exciting announcement in 2021 with Worcestershire Cricket working to-

wards gaining charitable status and become a foundation. Adding the focus of 

cricket for good alongside our current work within schools and clubs, we have 

been able to reach more children, provide cricket to areas of deprivation and 

increase diversity in all programmes. 



 

You can keep up-to-date with everything that we have going on across Worces-

tershire by following us across our social media platforms: 

 

 

 

 

 

@Worcs_Cricket 

@WorcestershireCricket 

@Worcs_Cricket 

Worcestershire Cricket Board 



CLUBS 

 

The club landscape across Worcestershire has been ever changing over the past 

12 months, with the run up to the season still looking bleak for any sort of 

cricket. Our clubs team has work tirelessly to ensure that all cricket clubs were 

supported, with over £1million raised and funded across the county.  

 

The clubs team have begun the process of rolling out the new Worcestershire 

Club Partnership Agreement which focuses on the 3 key areas for clubs out-

lined following club consultations. This was closely linked with the introduction 

of the Safe Hands Management system by the ECB, whereby 33 clubs have 

been through the process with a further 34 to be added in 2022.  

 

An important year for volunteering across the county with the invigorated Vol-

unteens programme and the brand new and first women’s volunteering pro-

gramme, Step Forward being launched. 38 Volunteens and 18 females complet-

ed the programmes with workshops in coaching, social media and officiating. 

Both programmes will again run in 2022 with some additions, so anyone 

wanting to get involved please contact Daniel.such@wccc.co.uk. 

 

In addition, Worcestershire Cricket celebrated the achievements of many 

across the network at the first Grassroots Cricket Awards ceremony held at 

New Road. A total 21 awards  were handed out on the day and a thank you to 

sponsors of our awards. A very special day to appreciate the hand work of a 

handful of volunteers who represent all those in the county.  



SCHOOLS 

 

A fantastic 12 months for our schools team, having to deal with no access to 

schools meant new challenges for teachers, coaches and children. 11,000 chil-

dren across 122 schools taking part, throughout our Chance to Shine, School 

Offer and Girls in Secondary School programmes.  

 

Harry Kitchen, Schools Manager said “We didn’t know what to expect going in-

to the Spring and Summer terms, and whether we would be able to get into 

schools to do face-to-face sessions. It has been a very successful year for every-

one involved, and we’ve been able to branch out and work closing with our 

clubs teams to reach more children especially those in the Dudley area.” 

 

A first for Worcestershire and our schools team brought new opportunities 

with our Girls in Secondary Schools Programme and the Worcestershire 

Schools Skills Blast Festivals! Working with new partners in some of our sec-

ondary schools, gave girls in Years 9—11 leadership skills in sport to be able to 

lead their own sessions to their peers.  

 

Our Schools Skills Blast Festivals allowed competition across schools due to 

many schools competitions not going ahead due to covid bubbles. With 6 

weeks of cricket focusing on batting and bowling leading to a number of differ-

ent challenges, all 60 schools got involved with 3097 children taking part! 

 

A highlight and proud moment for all the team was being shortlisted for 2 

awards at the Chance to Shine Awards; ’County Board of the Year’ and the 

’Community Cricket Award’ for the first time!  

 



NATIONAL PROGRAMMES 

 

A record breaking year for our All Stars and Dynamos Programmes with a total 

of 2836 children taking part across the summer. We had new opportunities to 

work with many community partners through the ECB Funds4Runs and Sky 

funded Dynamos Superchargers initiatives.  

 

Another year of success for All Stars Cricket with a 57% increase on total partic-

ipants than 2019 with 559 females, a 95% increase on 2019! For the first year 

of rolling Dynamos Cricket out to clubs, we achieved 1000 children of which 

31% were female. Worcestershire again one of the stand out performers across 

the Midlands for National Programmes, a credit to all the volunteers at clubs!  

 

Clubs are now able to add their programme onto ClubSpark ready for the 2022 

season. All previous participants will be able to register for the 2022 pro-

gramme from the 10th February. Email communication from Jess Ward will be 

emailed to activators in the New Year.  

https://ecbauth.clubspark.uk/account/signin?ReturnUrl=%2fissue%2fwsfed%3fwa%3dwsignin1.0%26wtrealm%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fecb.clubspark.uk%252f%26wctx%3drm%253d0%2526id%253d0%2526ru%253dhttps%25253a%25252f%25252fecb.clubspark.uk%25252f%26wct%3d2020-04-30T10


WOMEN AND GIRLS 

 

Another successful year of Women and Girls cricket  with Women’s Soft Ball 

Festivals returning and the first year for our U15 Girls competition.  

 

5 teams entered the inaugural U15 Girls Competition with each team playing 8 

games across the summer. Astwood Bank CC coming out winners of the league 

winning 6 games.  

 

11 Women’s Soft Ball Festivals from May to September, with a final celebration 

in September at New Road with over 100 participants at MEGA Fest. A highlight 

for all involved saw the festival premiered on Sky Sports during the England 

Women ODI which was also hosted at New Road. Clubs are still able to request 

dates to host a festival, please click here.  

 

With the rising number of teams and standard of women’s cricket in the coun-

ty, for 2022 we have added a fourth league to our women’s structure. Fixtures 

for these competitions will be released in the New Year.  

https://forms.office.com/r/1BrJFszRDg


WICKETZ 

 

With 8 Hubs across the West Midlands, Wicketz is continuing to grow with 120 

unique participants in 2021 in Worcestershire. Wicketz has been providing life-

style workshops across the year including knife crime, firework safety and 

healthy eating.  

 

On the back of providing All Stars and Dynamos in the Dudley area, Wicketz 

was introduced with 12 participants on average per week giving more children 

the opportunity to play cricket.  

 

A West Midlands festival and South West competition provided our hubs with a 

great opportunity to show off their skills! To see what happened at our West 

Midlands festival, take a look at our video. 

 

If anyone would like further information on how to get involved in Wicketz, 

whether that is as a volunteer or an organisation who can assist in any work-

shops, please contact Callum.James@wccc.co.uk. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rroQj2Z46ro&t=1s


EDUCATION 

 

Education has gone from strength to strength over the past 12 months with a 

record number of courses completed in 2021, with more to come in 2022.  

 

In 2021, 72 new Foundation 1 and Support Coaches achieved competency  

across a number of courses through Worcestershire. Several CPD sessions were 

ran at different clubs to provide coaches with specific focus sessions on how to 

get the most out of their players. The year ended with a Coach Education Day 

where professional coaches Alex Gidman and Andy Sutton provided the group 

with specifics on batting and bowling to give coaches a new look on how to get 

the best from their players.  

 

There are a variety of courses available for all during the winter break : 

• Umpiring 

• Scoring 

• First Aid 

 

For anyone wanting to get involved with volunteering at their club, please com-

plete the following form so we can provide suitable training for all. Any further 

questions, contact daniel.such@wccc.co.uk 

 

http://www.worcestershirecricket.co.uk/page/education/umpire-courses/umpire-courses-13907/
http://www.worcestershirecricket.co.uk/page/education/scorer-course/scorer-courses-16751/
http://www.worcestershirecricket.co.uk/page/education/first-aid-courses/first-aid-13246/
https://forms.office.com/r/gwpt1ddcbF


SUPER 1S 

 

A fantastic first year with Super 1s taking shape in Worcestershire. With 3 Su-

per 1s Hubs up and running with a 4th launching in the New Year in Redditch. 

There are now 37 participants across the hubs with the aim of increasing num-

bers in the New Year.  

 

We were delighted when 2 of our Hubs became ECB Disability Champion  Clubs  

meaning they would be provided with a free kit bag that is specifically adapted 

for use as well as further equipment and support. 

 

The addition of Lyndsey Beynon as Disability Development Officer has brought 

new training to all staff members, as Lyndsey delivered a disability awareness 

training session. All staff were shown how to make sessions inclusive for a vari-

ety of disabilities including VI cricket.  

 

For more information on how to get in-

volved with any of our Super 1s Hubs 

or how your club can become more in-

clusive, please contact Lynd-

sey.Beynon@wccc.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY 

 

Following the announcement of Worcestershire Cricket moving towards be-

coming a charitable status, Worcestershire Cricket Foundation, we have been 

working hard on ‘Cricket for Good’ in the community.  

 

Elsa-Marie Evans has been leading the organisation of community activities as 

well as sourcing funding  for all projects. A successful partnership with Active 

Herefordshire and Worcestershire has seen 4 new Walking Cricket Hubs launch-

ing in 2022 in Worcester, Redditch and Evesham. For information on all walking 

cricket sessions available please contact Elsa-Marie.Evans@wccc.co.uk. 

 

Further partnerships in Malvern and Dudley has allowed over 70 children to 

continue their cricket on the run up to Christmas with further sessions hoping 

to restart in the New Year.  

 

A highlight for the whole team has been the success of our very first HAF Fund-

ed Multi-Sports Camp in partnership with Severn Stars Netball and Worcester 

Wolves Basketball, where 144 children across 2 days took part in a multitude of 

sports.  



 

Worcestershire Cricket are really proud of all that has been achieved by the 

whole of the cricket network across 2021 in some difficult circumstances.  

 

As part of our Grassroots Cricket Awards, a video was put together to celebrate 

cricket in Worcestershire. Please take a look and share our video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfQO-nO6N2M&t=2s

