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Overview  

During the 2021/2022 academic school year, BCF delivered to 10 Special Schools in Berkshire with 

thanks to funding from The Lords Taverners. These included: Addington, Brookfields, High Close, 

Kennel Lane, Mary Hare, Littledown, The Avenue, The Castle, The Castle Post 16. Almost 500 children 

with disabilities received coaching within their schools at some point throughout the year. Boys 

accounted for 68% of the total number of people coached compared to 32% girls. 22% of the 

participants were from Black or Ethnic minority backgrounds.  

BCF offered schools two options. These were Soft Ball 

and Table Cricket. Most schools opted for both options 

with Soft Ball cricket delivered to their more able 

students, whilst Table Cricket helped to engage those 

children who may not get the chance to participate in 

mainstream PE lessons.  

 

 

 

 

Table Cricket Competition 

BCF worked with schools to prepare them for the Berkshire 

County final that took place in May 2022 at Addington School.  

Each team was able to receive 3 hours of coaching prior to the 

tournament taking place. On the day itself, 4 teams played a 

round robin tournament against each other before the top 2 

schools played off in the final. Kennet School won the 

competition, winning every game along the way. They then 

went on to represent Berkshire at the regional finals in Stoke 

Mandeville, placing 5th out of 8 schools. This was a massive 

achievement considering they only began playing a month 

before the county final.  

 

SEN Festival Days  

During the summer term, BCF ran 2 SEN Festival days. Every school that had taken part in the school’s 

programme was invited to take part. The first event was held at Reading Cricket Club. Children from 

Theale Primary, Claycotts and Francis Baily all took part. In the morning, there were 6 different skills 

stations to help improve their batting, bowling, throwing and catching. After some lunch, the schools 

came together and played an adapted game of cricket. Lots of fun was had throughout the day and it 

provided the perfect opportunity for the children to learn new skills and test themselves against other 

children.  

Kennet School, Thatcham won the first Berkshire 

Table Cricket competition since 2019 

 

All set up for a session of bowling with The 

Castle Post 16 at Newbury College 

 



 

 

The 2nd day was held in June at Falkland Cricket Club. 

This time, it was the turn of the secondary school 

children. Over 30 children from The Castle and 

Brookfields were there to enjoy the day. Like the 

Reading Day, different skills stations were set out 

around the outfield before a giant game of Cricket-

Baseball was played to finish the day. Medals were 

given out to all the participants as a well done for all 

their hard work over the day.  

 

Mrs Griffiths from the Castle said: 

“Thank you for a wonderful day yesterday.  It was lovely to see the students so engaged and 

enjoying doing sport.  They all loved all the different activities and were utterly exhausted!”  

Overall, both days were a fantastic opportunity for Special schools to come together, enjoy the sun 

and learn some new skills. Moving forward BCF will work closely with other Special Schools to ensure 

more children with disabilities can enjoy days at their local cricket club.  

 

2022/23 Academic Year 

With the support of Lords Taverners, Berkshire Cricket Foundation has received funding to deliver 

even more cricket in Special Schools and Mainstream schools with SEN units in the next academic 

year. 11 new schools will be eligible for coaching with a total of 175 hours on offer across all the 

schools. 1500 participants are estimated to benefit from the school’s programme in total. There will 

be a full calendar of events in 2022/23. A Table Cricket competition will take place in March 2023, 

along with festival days, competition days and inclusive skills days to be held at Berkshire School 

Games. BCF will offer CPD to teachers to ensure even more cricket can be delivered individually by the 

schools as well as training a minimum of 25 young leaders to help support at the events listed above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falkland CC hosted the 2nd of our SEN Festival Days  


