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The next three-year term for the RFU representatives began on 1st August 2021 and there is no doubt it will be 

both a challenging and exciting time for the game. Ted Atkinson enters his third term as the Yorkshire RFU 

representative alongside Joe Bedford who was newly appointed this time, replacing Jim Chapman. 

Following his re-election, Ted will continue the great work he has done over the last six years. He is currently 

chair of the Player Development sub-committee, sits on the Community Game Board and is also a member of 

the RFU Nominations Committee. 

Joe joins the RFU Council with experience of the Community, Professional and Age Grade game and is heavily 

involved in the game at each level. He hopes to bring a wealth of knowledge from the core of the game, as a 

player and a coach, providing a different perspective. Joe had an eleven-year professional playing career and 

following this, captained Yorkshire Men’s XV and represented England Counties XV in 2014 and 2015. He has 

since become a PE Teacher and Head of Rugby at Woodhouse Grove School and combines this with his roles as 

U18 Yorkshire Rugby Academy Coach and 1st XV Coach/Player at Sandal RUFC. 

 

Project Touchstone 

Project Touchstone is an RFU initiative that is aimed at better understanding it’s player base and which clubs 

they are affiliated to. This will align the adult with age grade rugby where it is already a requirement to register 

players annually. There are also benefits to the players and clubs as player registration will be easier all done 

electronically on GMS. The players will be able to build a profile and view playing statistics on their mobile 

phone and affiliate themselves to a club. The club would then just need to confirm affiliation, so the player 

becomes registered. Yorkshire RFU have agreed to be involved in a pilot for the project and it is hoped that the 

up-to-date data will help to retain players, communicate relevant information to them and get their points of 

view. It will also help support clubs over the coming years assess playing numbers and improve the logistics of 

player registration and match card management. Following the pilot this season, the RFU will decide on 

whether a full roll out to the community game will be implemented. 

 

Council votes this month 

At an informal RFU Council meeting on 3rd August, the following resolutions were all passed. 

1. New non-contact Regulations:  The Touch Union to replace both Ready4Rugby and O2 Touch, 
consolidating the non-contact rugby format. 

2. Volunteer recipients of World Rugby Women’s Leadership Scholarship to be co-opted onto Council for a 
period of two seasons following the award – Becky Davies 

3. To co-opt Becky Davies, recipient of the 2021 World Rugby Women’s Leadership Scholarship, onto 
Council until the end of season 2022-23 

4. To approve the introduction of Global Law Trial’s in the Age Grade game from U15s and above only. 
Introduced with immediate affect alongside the adult game.   

 

As the new season draws closer and league rugby returns, Ted and Joe would like to wish all the Yorkshire clubs 

the very best of luck both on and off the field. 


