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Welcome from the President 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2022. 

After a break for Yuletide celebrations and the constraints created by the Omicron variant, we will hopefully return to 
regular fixtures soon. 

Circumstances have resulted in a number of fixtures, at varying levels, being un-played and the RFU Future Competitions 
Group have been looking for some time at possible ways of making the game more attractive to current and future players 
in terms of the way that league are composed.   

It would benefit all clubs to consider the current process around Lower XV teams joining leagues.  The outcome of this 
exercise is likely to impact upon the composition of leagues in the future; a question that has arisen at many of the clubs 
I have visited so far this season. 

On a brighter note, it was a pleasure to attend the Yorkshire v Lancashire U18’s game at Keighley on Sunday 9th January 
and see the endeavours of many players who will, hopefully, enjoy many years involvement in the game.   

I look forward to attending many more inter-county fixtures during the remainder of the season. 
Dave Hunter | President | Yorkshire RFU 

 

 

 

Strategic Plan Moves Forward 
The Strategic Plan has now been delivered to the County via various social media and emailed out to all Clubs.  It’s also 
available on the County’s website  

Presentations & Q&A sessions have been made to some of the Districts. If you think your District would benefit from a 
presentation, then email barrybreakwell@btinternet.com. 

The 2021/22 Rugby Development budget for 2021/22 has been finalised with the Strategy being a corner stone to the 
planning process.  The various County Sub Committees are now working on implementing the Development Plan.   

The Plan and its outcomes are being monitored every 4 months by the Committee with the next review due in February. 

We will keep you posted about developments 

 

  

 

Yorkshire Rugby Academy  
It has been a really busy time, not just in academy world but across the whole rugby landscape. It has been fantastic to 
see so much activity happening again, even in the uncertain backdrop of various COVID variants and the constraints that 
they bring. 
 
In the second half term, as we began to ramp up our preparations for academy league, the main stakeholders also had 
more and more meaningful games in their various competitions such is the structure of the Age Grade Calendar. It 
requires lots of understanding and flexibility from all parties to ensure that the player is at the centre of the discussions 
so that they may play as big a part in the opportunities available without being overstretched and thus at risk of injury or 
mental fatigue. 
 
We do not always manage to get this right and, by the time we played the second game in the League, we had 17/39 
players in the treatment room with varying issues. This not only puts pressure on the amazing medical staff that we have 
but also on the relationships with schools and clubs who, quite rightly, want the better players available for as many 
games as possible. 
 
This is an area where we try to engage with the parents around their crucial role in all environments, and how they can 
support their child to be able to enjoy the sport. Again, we sometimes have great success and sometimes not, but we will 
persevere as it is paramount that we continue to edcuate all parties on how best to structure training and playing 
programmes. 
 
Enough of the boring stuff I hear you cry! On to the preparation and games so far in Academy League.  
Firstly, we are massively grateful to the venues we have been able to use for our sessions throiughout Autumn and winter 
– York St John, Bishop Burton College and Queen Ethelberga’s College, each one has great facilities that allow us to 
work on both the physical development of players alongside the technical and tactical development on pitch. 
 
We have played three fixtures up to the time of writing: Wasps (H), Northampton (A), & Leicester (A).  
To put some context around where we are in our evolution as an academy from the same point last year, we would liken 
it to the “Second Season Syndrome” that befalls a lot of footballl teams after being promoted from Championship to 
Premier League. We were fortunate on a lot of fronts last season in that: 
 

• We were the only rugby happening for Under 18s, allowing us to work really hard on building a togetherness 
within the group 

• The group had been working together since they were Under 16 so had a good understanding of the skills 
needed to compete at Academy Level. 

• We were relatively old in comparison to a lot of the other academies we played at C.90% U18 or year 13 players 
 
Fast forward to the kickstart of this campaign and, as identified above, we have had much more external pressures on 
the group in terms of the amount of activity they have been involved in which, inevitably, leads to players having to miss 
sessions and therefore learning. Alongside this, we have been much more proactive in identifying U17 players to build in 
longevity to the programme. 
 



Consequently, it may appear that we have “gone backwards” if you measure success simply on the points for and against 
on any given day. However, we are happy that, despite being second in each of the three games, we are on a continual 
upward trajectory, and this is bourne out by the levels of interest around some of the younger players from both other 
premiership academies, and also the national coaching team. 
 
Other less tangible measures of success but equally important are the relationships we have bulit with the County Age 
Grade Teams and massive thanks go to Jamie, Lee and Kristian from the Under 18s for their support and communication 
around which boys would benefit from being involved in their programme and, on the back of this, several players have 
been invited to the next stage of divisional selection at the end of January. 
 
As always, so much more is happening that I could drone on about for another few pages but, if anyone is interested in 
this, it is easier to drop me a line and I will happily discuss anything that people want to know more about. 

A big thank you as always to all the parents, grandparents, teachers, and whoever else supports the lads in getting to 
and from sessions, without the support we couldn’t do half of what we do.   

We look forward to seeing as many as possible cheering the boys on in our home academy league games as below: 

• Sunday 23 January - 3pm Kick-off vs Sale @ Keighley RUFC 
• Sat 12 February - 2pm Kick-off vs Worcester @ Doncaster RFC 

Stuart Dixon | Programme Lead | Yorkshire Rugby Academy 

 

 

National Rugby Survey is LIVE   
The National Rugby Survey is ready to go: 

http://englandrugby.3db372534e9f.alchemer.eu/s3/?marketingpreference=optedin 

The RFU want to hear the voices of all those involved in delivering, participating in, or supporting community rugby in 
England. Players, volunteers, parents, and club staff are invited to take part in the survey, which will take about 10-15 
minutes to complete. 

Purpose of the survey is to capture the views of adult & age grade players, parents, and volunteers, so that the RFU can 
help shape the game of the future. 

There are two prize draws on offer: 

• For £50 England Rugby Store vouchers for individuals completing the survey 

• For signed England Rugby merchandise for clubs who collect 10+ responses 

  

We will select the winners at random & notify them on or around the 8th Feb. 

As highlighted in various meetings, we anticipate being in a position to update CBs and clubs on the survey’s results in 
March – the greater the uptake from your Clubs, the better chance we will have to break this insight down to be more 
specific to your CB. 

/ 

 

Merit Leagues and Competitions Update 
Merit Leagues and Tables 

The Merit Leagues/Tables continues although the number of games postponed/cancelled has increased owing to the 
effects of Covid-19. The Premier Merit League which changes after Christmas, is now a regional competition with 
the four clubs in the North playing the five clubs in the South. 

Yorkshire Cup Competitions. 

The Cup Competition is looking very difficult, owing to the number of Saturdays being taken up due to Covid 

Game-On 

The 2019/2020 season saw Game On principles introduced to all adult male and female rugby outside RFU Leagues and 
Cups. 

Based on feedback from players and with the aim of ensuring more games are played and reducing the number of 
cancellations, the Game On principles allow teams to be more flexible with the laws to allow the match to go ahead. 

With Game On a match can now take place as long as each team has a minimum of 10 players. In addition, the result 
will stand as long as the match is a minimum of 40 minutes rather than 80. 

Rolling substitutions can be made and teams are encouraged to apply the Half Game rule to ensure that each player in 
every match day squad plays at least half of the available playing time. 

The principles also allow for both scrums and lineouts to be uncontested. 

Both teams must agree which of the Game On principles will apply to the match and notify the referee at least 30 minutes 
prior to kick off. If both teams cannot agree which principles to apply the match will proceed without the application of the 
Game On principles. 

For the 2021 – 22 season, to support the return to rugby, the RFU has pre-approved the use of the Game On principles 
for some RFU Leagues. Please contact your league organising committee for further guidance on this. 

For full details on the Game On principles please refer to RFU Regulation 13 – Adult Competitions (Appendix 2) on 
the Regulations web page. 

 

 



 

Developing Player Pathway  
 
Now that we are into the New Year, we are back up and running with DPP and are happy to say that we are close to 
being back up to a full programme following the various challenges of the last couple of years! 
  
Earlier in the year we were able to run an U17 DPP block, to support the development of the boys in this age group who 
unfortunately missed a full season of DPP. This programme wrapped up with a playing opportunity back in October and 
we are happy to have signposted a good number of players from this programme into the Yorkshire Rugby Academy U17 
programme which is getting underway this week.  
On top of this we will also be recommending a high number of players for Yorkshire County U17 assessment later in the 
season as well, so we are very proud of how we have been able to use this block of activity to develop players and provide 
progression opportunities for so many boys. 
  
U16 activity also began back in November, culminating with a Yorkshire DPP playing festival, which saw all regional 
groups the opportunity to play against each other at Queen Ethelburga’s School. O 
ff the back of this, we have been able to support the re-formation of the Yorkshire Rugby Academy U16 group and ran 
an assessment event in December to add further players to the DPP at this age. 
  
For the U15 age group, we were able to run a nomination and assessment process through November and December, 
which provided roughly 250 players the opportunity to be assessed for involvement in DPP. This proved a challenge 
logistically in running assessments over 5 regional centres, across 4 weeks, but with excellent help from facility partners 
and volunteer coaches, we now have our regional U15 groups in place and roughly 120 players ready to begin their DPP 
journey in February. 
  
Lastly, we are currently underway with our U14 assessment process, which is similar to the U15s, is running across 
Yorkshire over 4 consecutive weeks, with again around 250 players nominated from clubs and schools. This process is 
due to be completed in February and players will be beginning DPP sessions at this age group in March.  
Once again thanks to all the facilities who are hosting activity and to all coaches who have given up their time to support 
this. 

 

 

Using our social channels to stay connected and increase your reach 
Yorkshire RFU has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages. We’d love it if you followed our channels, and you 
can also use them to increase the reach of information that you would like to share. We can, for example, share vacancies, 
requests for new players and other relevant and appropriate information through our channels.   

As recent example was a request from Otliensians for a new coach. Just ask for a re-tweet when you post, and we’ll be 
happy to help. We can also post roles on our website.   

We’d also be grateful if you could share the information, we post so that we can reach a much wider audience with 
updates about our game in Yorkshire.   

 

 

 

 Centre of Excellence 

The Yorkshire Centre of Excellence has continued to go from strength to strength. Before Christmas I had the pleasure 
of watching 9 Yorkshire U18 girls represent their club, school, and county in the North Vs. South assessment game held 
at Birmingham University.  

On a very foggy afternoon there were some great rugby on show with the North side coming out with a narrow win over 
the four quarters played. The squad of 34 players has been finalised to make the England U18s squad for the remaining 
part of the season. There is a strong representation from the county, with 6 players being successful in making the 
England U18s squad.  

Well done to all the players who took part in the programme, and we wish them every success with the rest of the season. 

Furthermore, the Yorkshire CoE programme is set to step up in training and playing opportunities in 2022. We have an 
arranged training opportunity against Loughborough and Worcester CoE on the 15th January in an exciting triangular 
event, this will be a great opportunity for the squad to test their skills against other Centre of Excellence players across 
the country.  

We will then travel to Sale in late January for a further training/playing opportunity before the North festival and National 
festival later in the year. This should see some players represent the CoE for the first time.  

There will also be further opportunity for players county wide who may not be in the programme yet in two different 
formats. Centre of Excellence assessments have continued on some players in the county, and we will be announcing 
further opportunities as the season develops.  

Further information will also be announced of next season. I look forward to writing to you again with an update of how 
we progressed at the playing festivals. 
Luke Pendlebury | Yorkshire Centre of Excellence Lead Coach 

 

 



 

Safeguarding update 
Thank you everyone that has completed the club audit, as requested by the RFU. 

The In Touch courses will continue to be held virtually in the New Year with the RFU, if your club Safeguarding officer or 
assistants require this, please contact myself. 

Play it Safe courses have been reduced to 12 attendees to ensure that we are Covid compliant, and face masks are 
required throughout the course along with other Covid precautions. Organisers will be contacted by the RFU to confirm 
requirements. 

Please ensure your details are correct on GMS, so we can contact you directly with any Safeguarding updates.	
Thank again for you continuing commitment to safeguarding and please do get in touch if we can help in any way.  

Andy Pollard | Safeguarding Lead 

  

 

 County teams update  
Men’s’ U18s County 

The U18s match against Cheshire on 17th December 2021 was cancelled in light of latest Covid outbreak, But the new 
year was seen in with a War of the Roses played at Keighley RUFC on 9th January. It was a very close game with 
Lancashire edging the win by one point! 

Selectors were there and as two games were called off before the holiday season, this was even more important to give 
the players the chance of being selected for the North Development Assessment, which will take place at Woodhouse 
Grove on 30 January.  

Men’s U20s Jason Leonard Championship 

The Men's U20 team play in the Jason Leonard Championship and have been drawn in Division 1 / Pool 1 alongside 
Cumbria and Lancashire.  

Here are the dates for the pool-stage games 

23 Jan - Cumbria vs Lancashire 

06 Feb - Lancashire vs Yorkshire 

27 Feb - Yorkshire vs Cheshire 

In preparation for the fixtures, the squad will have a game against an U20s Leeds Beckett University squad.  

Gill Burns Women’s County Championship 

Following the County Championship Review Group’s work and approval by CGB, this competition will now have three 
divisions (instead of two).  

A provisional competition structure has been developed and has had feedback from the County Boards  

The competition will be held at the end of the season as the Men’s competition. 

Counties teams will be split into 3 divisions.  In Division 1, minimum of 3 games and no semi-final. Winner of Pool 1 plays 
winner of Pool 2 and winner of Pool 3 plays winner of Pool 4. The winners then will play the Final. 

Division 2 and Division 3 is a straight round-robin competition. 

Bill Beaumont Championship 

The details of the Men’s County Championship are finalised and will be held at the end of the season. 

7 May – Northumberland vs Yorkshire 

14 May – Yorkshire vs Lancashire 

21 May – Cheshire vs Yorkshire 

Venues for all games will be announced in the coming weeks  

 

Tony McNally | Yorkshire County Teams Chair 

 

 
  



 

 

RFU Club Development North 

Honda Volunteer of the Year award (formally Mitsubishi) 
The Honda Volunteer of the Year Awards 2022 nominations are now open and will recognise and celebrate volunteers 
across Rugby for their achievements and efforts over the past 12 months, both on and off the field. 
 
To reflect the challenges that clubs have faced and recognise the outstanding contribution that volunteers have made to 
both their rugby clubs and the wider community, this year’s national awards programme will focus on three specific 
categories: 
 

• Unsung Hero 
• Beyond Rugby: Connecting the Community  
• Game for All  

 
Nominations can be made for an individual, or a team of volunteers within a club, who have gone above and beyond over 
the course of the past 12 months.  
Please read the description of each award in full before submitting your nomination.  
 
Nominations will open from Monday 10th January and will close at 9am on Monday 28 February.  
 
Please use this link https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/volunteers/honda-volunteer-recognition-programme/how-
to-nominate 
 

Volunteer support for clubs. 
 
RFU Club developer staff and Yorkshire Rugby are working together to design an offer supporting clubs in their recruitment 
and retention of volunteers. Clubs have recently expressed a need for support in district meetings as well as feeding back 
to both staff and CB volunteers. 
 
The first option to clubs is a 90-minute workshop been designed to explore ideas on how you can build your volunteer 
team by exploring different approaches to recruitment and discussing how to provide a positive volunteer experience.  
 
This will be followed up with support from the club developer staff as well as County volunteers and a series of follow up 
workshops covering subjects like retaining your current volunteers.  
 
The workshop will be running three times to help enable as many people to attend as possible and is for clubs across 
Yorkshire (Please note all sessions will be virtual):  
 

• Thursday 20th January:               11.30am -1.00pm 
• Wednesday 26th January:           7.00pm - 8.00pm 
• Monday 31st January:                  6.30pm - 8.00pm 

 
If you or anyone at your club can attend the workshop, please register by Lauralines@rfu.com 
 

GMS support 
 
At the Central District meeting 2nd February, Laura and Max will be doing a GMS help drop-in the hour before the meeting, 
please check the meeting invite for full details. 

Aaron.howorth@rfu.com – 07590890802 | Lauralines@rfu.com – 07711185219 | Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

 

Back in the Game 
 

For the New Year, updated men's and women's versions of Back In The Game social media assets/posters will be available 
to download from the England Rugby Resources page on Wednesday 12 January. 

In the next Community Game Update, we will share further plans for our #BackInTheGame campaign to encourage more 
players to put their boots and return to rugby in 2022 if they’ve had a break from the game during the pandemic. 

 



 

17-Year-old playing adult rugby 
To date only 17 Yorkshire Clubs have sought Club Approval to play adult rugby.  Not all of those have subsequently 
registered individual players.   
 
Below is a reminder of the process and requirements.  
 

• Clubs must complete and submit the “RFU Club Approval Form”   
Please Note:  Approval of this form can take a number of days while the requisite checks are made.  These 
include amongst others, that the Club’s GMS is up to date, and all DBSs are current. 

• When the Club Approval has been approved the club may then send “RFU Player Approval Form” for individual 
players.  The player cannot play until confirmation that the player is logged is received. 

• The process is for both male and female 17-year-olds wishing to play adult rugby. 
 

The club and individual player forms should be sent to Rugbydevelopmentchair@yorkshirerfu.co.uk  
 
It has been advised that some clubs are ignoring the process and have been playing 17-year-olds (male/female) in adult 
rugby.  Any club who is found to flouting these regulations and not registering themselves, and the players, as required 
will be reported to the Yorkshire Discipline Committee and could be subject to sanctions. 

Half Game Rule 
The clearest message from young players is that they want to play alongside their friends as part of the team.  
 
As outlined in the Age Grade Regulation 15, since 2019 there is a mandatory requirement for all Age Grade games in Age 
Grade clubs, schools, and colleges to follow the half game rule. 
 
The rule ensures that everyone in the match day squad gets to play at least half the game time available.  
 
As it can be quite busy on the touchline there are some great apps available for managing substitutions during the game.  
Apps such as CoachAny https://coachany.com and SubTime https://www.subtimeapp.com can help and are available for 
iPhone and Android devices.  
 
More information and support materials can be found on the England Rugby website at  
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/coaching/age-grade-rugby/half-game 

As the County Board we will be sending out reminders to all clubs directly, and on social media to raise awareness of these 
requirements 

 

 6 selected for England U18s Women’s squad  
As you may have seen on social media, a massive congratulations to Freya, Elsbeth, Evie, Erin, Steph, and Bridget who 
have been selected for England Rugby U18s Women’s squad.  
 
And they have already been to their 1st England training camp! 
 
https://englandrugby.com/.../england-u18-women-squad... 
 
We recognise all the support in the background from family, friends, coaches, schools, colleges, and clubs.  
 
To Sandal RUFC, Selby RUFC, Hull Ionians RUFC, Bishop Burton College, Loughborough College, Scarborough RUFC,  
and Greenhead College, we hope you are as proud of what they have achieved so far and it’s a great testament to how 
the pathway is working in Yorkshire. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Building an Inclusive Volunteer Team 
Link to England Rugby's Inclusive Volunteer Toolkit 

The impact of Covid has impacted the game we love at so many levels and volunteers are an area that is always looking 
for new recruits to carry the game forward.  

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our sport. Their passion and dedication drive the grassroots game, creating a fun, welcoming 
environment at clubs across the country for everyone.  

We want to open up volunteering in rugby and the fulfilment and friendship it brings to people with different backgrounds, 
experiences and perspectives. Our aim is for volunteering in Club & CBs to reflect the diversity of our local communities 
and for the experience to be welcoming and inclusive for all. 

 

 

 

RFU Representatives Report 
Elected by our County's clubs, Yorkshire Rugby has two representatives on the 
RFU Council. They also participate in Sub-Committees of the RFU which report 
to the Community Game Board.  

The next three-year term for the RFU representatives began on 1st August 2021 
and Ted Atkinson enters his third term as the Yorkshire RFU representative 
alongside Joe Bedford who was newly appointed this time, replacing Jim 
Chapman.   

Together, they publish regular updates on their activity and you can read them 
here 

 

Offers in the Yorkshire Marketplace 
The Yorkshire Marketplace on our website provides a space for companies 
to offer services to clubs and everyone involved in the game in Yorkshire.  If 
you’d like to us feature your products in our Marketplace, please send details 
to the County Office at cb-honsec.yorks@rfu.com.  We need a short 
description of your products, some contact details, and an image.    

The following companies are currently featured 

• Rugby Union Coaching Services - link  
• Gilbert Rugby – Gilbert are giving Yorkshire clubs a discount on 

purchased- link  
• SNAP Sponsorship – SNAP help clubs secure sponsorship deals -  

link  
• Veo Video Game Analysis – Veo offers clubs in Yorkshire a discount 

on the cost of a camera – link 
• Sport Support - learn now to grow your community sports club - link  
 
 

 
 
 

This newsletter is published every two months by the Yorkshire RFU.  The next edition will be March 2022.  If there’s anything you would like to share with 
the Yorkshire rugby community through this update, please email cb-honsec.yorks@rfu.com. 
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