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RFU Representatives Report – February 

Ted and Joe would like to start by wishing everyone a Happy New Year and hope you all enjoyed 
Christmas with your families. Whilst there hasn’t been a formal RFU Council meeting since the last 
report, there has been several informal online meetings and plenty of work going on behind the scenes. 

 

County Championship 

Ted has been a member of the County Championship working group and they were delighted to 
announce the dates and fixtures for the Bill Beaumont and Gill Burns Cup competitions in May. The 
Men’s team play Northumberland, Lancashire and Cheshire respectively, on 3 consecutive Saturday’s 
commencing on Saturday 7th May. The Women’s team play Leicestershire, Lancashire, and Durham on 
the same dates with the venues to be confirmed. 

 

Back in the Game 

Joe has been part of a working group looking at Player Return and increasing playing numbers in the 
adult men’s game. This was highlighted as an area of concern in the community game pre and post 
covid and the work concluded this month. The group has devised a four-point plan to improve 
participation: - 

1) Demand – There is a ‘Back in the Game’ campaign to drive participation through social media 
and the England Rugby platform. This will be targeted at social players and clubs will be made 
aware of the benefits of a flexible playing offer. 

2) Supply – A video sharing ‘Top Tips’ from the game including using the ‘Game On’ principles 
where possible. 

3) Constituency Body – There is a budget to support a return to rugby programme with the potential 
of clubs clustering together. The financial support could be used to fund external coaching and 
the organisation of festivals at constituency body level etc. 

4) Menu – A presentation of case studies and videos through the England Rugby website, 
Community Game Update and social channels to support clubs to recruit more players. 

Following this work, Joe has been asked to chair a working group looking at the 15 a-side contact game 
of the future. This will include the possibility of implementing ‘Game On’ to ensure fixtures are completed. 

 

Education and Age Grade sub-committee 

Joe has also been formally invited to sit on the Education and Age Grade sub-committee going forward, 
having attended as an observer last year. His knowledge and experience within the school game will 
add considerable value in this area. 

 

Women’s Rugby World Cup (WRWC) 

In support of England’s bid to host the 2025 WRWC, the Government have allocated £14.5m of legacy 
funding to ensure the competition is the best yet. 

The 6 Nations kicks off in February and the next formal RFU Council meeting will take place before the 
England v Wales match at Twickenham. We hope England can perform to their potential in the 
tournament and hopefully win it.  

Ted and Joe hope you enjoy watching all the 6 Nations fixtures either live, at home or in your rugby club 
and the team can do the nation proud. 


