
Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League 2022 2023 

1. Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League is an inclusive participation league run on behalf of Yorkshire 
RFU. Its primary focus shall be on club based U18 players playing rugby union football. The goal 
of inclusion and development of all players and teams is maintained above league placings. 

2. The Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League shall organise fixtures thereby assisting clubs in player 
recruitment, development and retention. Integrity and co-operation on scheduled fixtures is 
paramount with teams encouraged to fulfil away fixtures.  

3. The ideal of the league is to facilitate a club (or clubs operating as a cluster team for the purpose 
of this league) fielding a full 15 a side team but games may be played with a minimum of 12 
players per team. Opponents can (and are encouraged to) lend players. The teams must be 
matched in numbers at the start and during the game (except in the event of yellow or red 
cards). The RFU ‘half game rule’ will apply and replacements may be used as rolling substitutes.  

4. Fixtures must be played as per the schedule issued. Clubs will decide on kick off times by mutual 
agreement. The RFU’s ‘Game On’ principles will apply. 

5. League points will be awarded not just for the result of the games: 4 points for a win home or 
away/ 2 points for a draw/ 1pt for losing away/ 1 bonus point for four tries scored/ 1 bonus point 
is awarded for a team beaten by 7 points or fewer/1 bonus point to be awarded for a team that 
fields 15 players. 

6. "Walkovers" will be awarded against any team failing to honour a scheduled fixture. 5 points will 
be awarded to the non-offending team (4 points for a win plus a try bonus point). Zero points will 
go to the offending side. If there is a possibility that the pitch will be unplayable the home team 
MUST consult with the opposition the day before the game so teams do not have to travel 
unnecessarily and the game should be rearranged if possible. In the event of a late cry off, the 
non-offending side can choose to take the points or rearrange the fixture. If there is a dispute the 
final award decision rests with the Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League.  

7. If one team takes a 50 point lead the game is said to be OVER. The result will be recorded 
showing the winning team having scored 50 points more than the losing team. A game may 
continue after discussion with players and coaches but the result will stand prior to any 
discussions. 

8. If a match once started has to be abandoned by the referee due to extreme circumstances (for 
example, weather or injury to a player) the game will be declared a draw and each side will be 
awarded 2 points, unless the match score differential is more than 14 points then the game will 
be awarded to the side who is winning at the time that the game is abandoned, and the relevant 
league points will be awarded as if the game had been completed.  

9. Should any games be unplayed at the end of the league season 1 point will be awarded to each 
team.  

10. All results MUST be agreed by both teams and the referee and forwarded to the Yorkshire U18 
Girls Merit League before 6 00pm ON THE DAY OF THE GAME.  

11. Games are 35 mins each way. All matches will be played in accordance with RFU Regulation 15, 
World Rugby law changes or experimental laws undertaken by RFU. It must be emphasised that 
squeeze ball is banned.  

12. In the event of a team being unable to field a suitably trained front row at the start of any fixture, 
the match will be played with uncontested scrums and the result shall stand.  

13. The home side must use their best endeavours to appoint a referee society referee but if a 
society referee is not available, a referee can be appointed if he is acceptable to both clubs and 
this allows the fixture to go ahead.   

14. The Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League committee will have the final say on ALL matters relating to 
playing in, and the organisation of, the Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League. Clubs may appeal a 
ruling and the appeal will be heard by the Yorkshire U18 Girls Merit League Committee within 
24hrs of the appeal being made. 

 


