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Ted and Joe hope you have enjoyed watching the Six Nations Championship in its entirety. It has been 
great to see Twickenham full again for the Wales and Ireland Internationals. The atmosphere against 
Ireland was something else as England tried to overcome the early red card and showed great spirit, 
just running out of legs in the end. 

The February RFU Council meeting was busy and insightful, with so much happening in the game 
amongst different sub-committees. The reset button has been pressed post-covid and whilst there are 
still issues with playing numbers, there is an opportunity to build back stronger. There are several 
projects underway with decisions to me be made in the next few years however, it was felt that it is 
important focus on what is happening now. The most important being the Future Competitions 
Structure (FCS) and The Championship Strategic Review.  

Future Competitions Structure (FCS) 

The FCS is an ever-changing picture due to several factors including current league standings and the 
entry of Lower XV’s into the league structure. However, the working group have released a snapshot 
of what Level’s 3 – 6 would look like based upon current league standings. There are some anomalies 
in terms of travel distance for a few clubs however, in general it is felt that the aim of reducing travel 
and more localised fixtures has been achieved. Whilst the structure cannot be finalised until the end of 
the season, it does give some clubs something to aspire to for the remaining league fixtures this 
season. The process for Lower XV’s joining the structure in certain CB’s is still ongoing, therefore it 
has not been possible to publish anything below Level 6.  

Due to Lower XV’s joining the league structure, Council voted to remove the 100 registered player limit 
and agreed that the foreign player regulations should remain the same 

Championship Strategic Review (CSR) 

The direction of travel regarding the CSR was agreed at Council in February as it is recognised that 
the status quo for Championship rugby is not the way forward. A hybrid league was discussed, to 
include Premiership ‘A’ teams but it was decided that a hybrid cup competition was the most realistic 
idea to supplement a twelve-team league. Ensuring sufficient game time for young players is one of 
the main objectives of the review alongside maintaining aspiration and jeopardy of promotion and 
relegation to and from the Premiership. 

Doncaster Knights Appeal 

The Yorkshire RFU have sent a letter to Tom Ilube, Chairman of the RFU Board supporting 
Doncaster’s appeal for Premiership Rugby.  It was pointed out the need for Premiership rugby in our 
County and to help retain players at the highest level. 

RFU Funding  

The Autumn Internationals were a sell out as have been the two Six Nations matches.  This has in turn 
helped the financial forecasts of the RFU post Covid.  We have found ourselves 1.8 million up from the 
original forecast. The problems we are now finding are the inflationary pressures that come from utility 
costs including IT, Insurances and Payroll. 

One good point to note is that there is no major structural damage to the stadium after the winter storm 
and after rigorous checks there has been a structural sign off. The RFU are carrying out a study on 
alcohol and behaviour, we await the outcome.   

 

 

 



 

Game On 

Joe has been chairing a working group that will feedback to the Community Game Board (CGB), 
looking at implementing Game On regulations to ensure more fixtures take place. The focus is mainly 
on the Lower XV’s and the completion of Merit table fixtures. The group is comprised of Council 
members, RFU staff, referees, coaches and competition directors and it has been interesting to hear 
their views. Whilst the aim is to play fixtures with 15 players and full front rows, it is hoped that if not, 
Game on Laws can be implemented, and fixtures can still happen with less players and modified 
scrums. The group aims to take its recommendations to a meeting in April which will consider Game 
on and the findings of the ‘club of the future’ and non-contact working groups. 

Back in the Game 

Joe was part of a working group late last year that was looking at getting players back in the game and 
work has taken place around this to increase playing numbers. There has been an RFU campaign 
around the Six Nations and Mike Tindall has been an ambassador, as he still plays 2nd and 3rd XV 
rugby for his local club. CB’s have been able to access funding to increase participation and a deep 
dive into one of the CB’s to analyse it’s effect will take place later this year. 

Player Affiliation 

Following this year’s pilot, of which Yorkshire have been a part of, the RFU Council were asked to 
approve that all adult players were required to affiliate directly with the RFU on an annual basis from 
July 2023 at the earliest.  

RFU Council Nominations and New Appointments 

The following nominations are subject to ratification at the AGM in June: - 

Paula Carter was appointed as Chair of the Governance Standing Committee for a term until ending 
31 July 2025. She takes over from Chris Cuthbertson and stands down from her position as a Council 
Elected Director. 

Phil De Glanville was reappointed as Senior Professional Game Board representative for a term 
ending 31 July 2024.  

Jonathan Webb and Deborah Griffin were also reappointed as World Rugby representatives, Jonathan 
for a term until 31 July 2023 and Deborah until 31 July 2024. 

Roger Udwin, Middlesex is the newly appointed Junior Vice President of the RFU starting on 1st 
August 2022. 

The next RFU Council meeting will take place on Friday 22nd April, followed by the final meeting and 
RFU AGM in June. 

Ted and Joe would like to conclude by wishing all clubs a successful end to the season and as the dry 
weather returns, we see some entertaining rugby. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Ted Atkinson and Joe Bedford 


