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Welcome from the President 
Another season, another President. 

This season I have been given the honour of representing the county as President of the Yorkshire RFU. 

Many of you will already know me through my playing and refereeing days and my “lifetime” service to my club, 
Yarnbury. 

This season, however, I commit, not to one club, but to every club in Yorkshire. 

This entails visiting as many clubs as possible, to watch matches, talk to your representatives and listen to their 
grievances. Listening is fine but without following action it is meaningless. 

I know our great game has suffered in recent seasons, but I also know the resolve amongst you all is strong. 

Finally, I wish every player, volunteer, referee and Rugby Union club in the county, an enjoyable and profitable 
season, both on and off the field of play. 

John Riley | President | Yorkshire RFU 

 

 

  

 

 

Yorkshire Rugby Academy  
As the season begins in earnest for clubs and schools across the county, the academy enters somewhat of an off-
season phase. 
 
After a busy summer which saw us relocate all our training to the fantastic facilities at Grammar School at Leeds 
(GSAL), we had several playing opportunities throughout August for both Under 17 & 18 age groups. 
 
The Under 17s played against Newcastle Falcons at Durham School before heading to the National Festival at 
Warwick where they played against Saracens, Wasps & Harlequins. They scored some great tries across the period 
and learnt some great lessons about what Academy rugby can look like.  
The Under 18s also played at Durham before Malvern where they played Saracens, Harlequins & Leicester.  
Lots of similar lessons and great rugby played which gave us confidence heading into the Academy League where 
we played against Wasps in Round 1 and Northampton in Round 2.  
 
In the first game it would be fair to say that we started slowly before showing some tremendous resilience to get back 
into the game in the second half.  
After starting much more brightly against Saints, we were shown for a brief period what a fantastic academy team 
can look like where they were nigh on untouchable for 15 second half minutes. Credit to the Yorkshire lads, they dug 
deep and grabbed a consolation score. 
 
A flavour of what the group are capable of is available here - https://youtu.be/NB7DF9DqiEs  
 
As discussed previously we had international honours for the first time as the new model of academy, with Tom 
Burrow heading to South Africa and playing a part in all three games. He also captained the side in the second half 
against South Africa “A”. 
 
Added to this, we had six players from previous Academy groups have involvements with the England Under 20s:  
Tom Bairstow #3, Obi Ene #13, Chester Ribbons #31, Pharrell Parker #32, Jack Howells 52 & Harry Willard #57.  
 
Chester has recently signed a contract with Exeter Chiefs after impressing over pre-season and with Exeter 
University. He made his senior debut in their game against Ulster.  
 
Harry is currently in Japan having a trial with Kubota Spears, a league one side out there. His mother is Japanese, 
and it is really exciting for him to have this opportunity. 
 
Finally, as of the time of writing, we have five players who have been contacted by other premiership clubs showing 
interest in chatting to them about their options post-18, which is a massive credit to their hard work over summer. 

Stuart Dixon | Programme Lead | Yorkshire Rugby Academy 
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Developing Player Pathway  
 
After a thorough recruitment process, Yorkshire Rugby Academy are pleased to announce the appointment of Nick 

O’Connor as ERDPP Manager. Nick takes over the reins from Alex Grieve who left at the end of summer to take up a 

coaching role in Italy. We all wish Alex the very best in the new role and thank him for all his work on the DDP pathway 

in Yorkshire. 

Programme Lead, Stuart Dixon said “Nick brings a wealth of experience into the role having worn every hat possible 

from being a parent in the programme, nominating players as a club and school and also being a centre coach. His 

pure passion for the role stood out, alongside his depth of knowledge across the county in the schools sector. We are 

looking forward to him starting in the role and supporting more players and coaches from previously under-represented 

areas to access the programme. 

He will also bring support to the wider academy around education choices at post-16 and opost-18.” 

Nick said of his appointment “I am so excited to be involved full time with the pathway in Yorkshire, I thought an 

opportunity to work full time in rugby may have passed me by. I would like to thank so many people who have supported 

me throughout my journey so far and cannot wait to get started and find the next generations of Yorkshire Rugby 

Academy STARs.” 

 
Nick O’Connor – Programme Lead – Yorkshire DPP 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yorkshire Girls Developing Player Pathway 

Following the success of the Centre of Excellence and the Girls County teams programme in the last year, there is a 
new element in Girls and Women’s rugby.  

As a County we are pleased to announce that there is The Yorkshire Girls Developing Player Pathway 

There are two training locations for this pathway with a North DPP squad based at Wetherby RUFC and the South 
DPP squad based at Doncaster. 

They have setup social media channels to keep everyone up to date on what is going on, so please show your support 
and follow, like, retweet, etc.  

Twitter - @girlsdpp_yrfu 

Instagram - yorkshire_girls_dpp 

Facebook - @yorksgirlsdpp 

Check out the video about the launch of the programme at the attached link here  
 
https://tinyurl.com/DPPVideopromo2022-23 
 
 

England U18s Camp call up for Centre of Excellence players 
Back in August, there were nine Yorkshire CoE players who invited to the England u18s North camp 

Well done girls, it’s a testament to all your hard work and commitment  

• Abi Bowes  

• Kaya Acton  

• Emily Heaps  

• Pippa Curley  

• Caitlin Casey  

• Bella Sykes  

• Evie Cousins  

• Freya Greensmith  

• Bridget Campbell 
 
Also, our best wishes go to all those who have now graduated from the Centre of Excellence and are now playing at 
University or Premiership rugby clubs.  
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Competitions 
 
The 2022-23 season started on 3rd September. The renamed RFU league structure, National, Regional and 
Counties, may have seemed slightly unusual, but we are sure that clubs will soon become used to the new names.  
 
Unfortunately, two clubs, Old Grovians and Wibsey withdrew from the league structure in July, but we hope that the 
clubs will be able to return at some stage. It is clear that the affects of Covid 19 is far reaching on Grass Roots sports 
with volunteers and players leaving the game. Many clubs are unable to raise more than two teams. 
 
The Yorkshire Merit Leagues and Tables consists of 99 teams playing in 6 Merit League and Tables. The main 
difference this season is the introduction of Merit Tables. This will be reviewed at the end of the season.  
All results are being handled by Snowdons and the e-mail address to notify results is yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk 

and results will be updated on the County website. 

The Yorkshire Cup Competition have been changed, and clubs will be able to enter the RFU Papa John Community 
Cup Competition in December, and if they are knocked out in round one, will then be able to enter the Yorkshire Cup 
Competitions.  
 
It is planned that the four finals of the Cup, Shield, Silver Trophy and Vase will be held on the same day at a 
Championship Ground.  
 
Thanks to new members of Competitions Committee, Phil Christopher of West Leeds RUFC and Dan Bird of 
Harrogate Pythons RUFC for organising the Cup Competitions 
 

 

 Using our social channels to stay connected & increase your reach 
Yorkshire RFU has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages. We’d love it if you followed our channels, and 
you can also use them to increase the reach of information that you would like to share. We can, for example, share 
vacancies, requests for new players, and other relevant and appropriate information through our channels. If there is 
something, you want to promote about your club or team let us know. 

Just ask for a re-tweet or a share when you post, and we’ll be happy to help. We can also post roles on our website. 

We’d also be grateful if you could share the information we post, so that we can reach a much wider audience with 
updates about our game in Yorkshire. 

Additionally, if you are watching a game or training with Yorkshire teams or players involved, at any level, anywhere 
in the world, copy us in @yorkshire_rfu and use #EYR on the posts Enjoying Yorkshire Rugby. 

 We want to celebrate all that is going on in Yorkshire rugby and spread the word. 

Twitter – @yorkshire_rfu 

Instagram - @yorkshire_rfu 

Facebook - @YorkshireRugbyUnion 

 
  

 

County teams update  
Yorkshire County Teams Development committee held its first meeting on 21 09-22 at Sandall RUFC 

There has been lots of activity following last season’s County Championship games and the age grade festivals, and 
whilst as a County we want to maximise the representative rugby opportunities, there is still lots of discussions being 
held with RFU on the direction and format of the County format.  

We are not alone in this conversation as the majority of other county bodies are airing their similar concerns around 
the County game and its future direction.  

Appointments  

Following recruitment drive we are please to announce tow appointments 
A new Secretary and Vice Chair is in place - Ms Louise Addy 
And we have new 17s and 18s team manager - Mr Steve Avery 
 
But we still require a Chairperson for 17s and 18s to work with the manager and coaches, and we still require a Under 
20s Team Manage 
r 
If you wish to find out more, think you can help and be involved, please contact the County office or Tony McNally 
directly.  

 

Yorkshire RFU have applied to join the County Teams Championships for season 2022-23 and we now await further 
confirmation from RFU regarding format of championships, especially under 20s that is a facing a major overhaul. 

All the coaching staff in place for upcoming programmes 

Under 18s start their program in December and the dates for festivals can be found on County website  

 

Tony McNally | Yorkshire County Teams Chair 

 

mailto:yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk


 

 

 

Rugby Safe Manager Role  
Yorkshire RFU are still looking to appoint a RugbySafe Manager.  

The appointment will be for a fixed one-year term, with the opportunity to be reappointed each year, subject to being 
elected by the Yorkshire Rugby Football Union (YRFU) Committee.  

The Rugby Safe Manager is accountable to the YRFU Chair of Club Development Chair in the CB’s Club 
Development Standing Sub-Committee (SSC) and work under the authority of the RFU Lead on Player Welfare. 

Purpose 

Player welfare is the joint responsibility of all involved in the game. It is important that good practice is embedded 
across the wider game to promote a proactive approach to player welfare and safety. RugbySafe is the RFU’s game-
wide player welfare awareness campaign that aims to ensure that all rugby is played in a safe and enjoyable 
environment 

More details can be found on our County webpage  

RugbySafe 
Please follow the links below to information for this season. 

RugbySafe Update 22-23: First Aid Provision & Training 

RugbySafe Update 22-23: CRISP  

RugbySafe Update 22-23: Electronic Match Card Suspected Concussion Flag 

 

The Community Rugby Injury Surveillance & Prevention (CRISP) 
Project needs clubs to get involved!! 
We are looking to continue and expand our Community Rugby Injury Surveillance & Prevention (CRISP) Project and 
clubs getting involved is crucial to its success! Through the CRISP project we develop important insight and 
information on how we can reduce the risk of injury and improve injury prevention measures. 

We are continuing our research in the men’s adult and schoolboy game but also need women and girls’ teams to get 
involved in this critical research to improving player welfare. 

We are looking for: 

• Adult Men – any team playing in the national, regional or county leagues 

• Adult Women – whilst we are targeting those playing in the national championship leagues, we would 
welcome any team who wants to get involved. 

• Age Grade Girls – we are looking for any clubs with U16 and/or U18 teams. 

For more information, please refer to each of the men’s, women’s and girl’s project overviews available on the 
Yorkshire Website 

Club Development Conference 
Unfortunately, we did not get enough representatives from our clubs to host the conference at Woodhouse 
Grove School, but this did not deter us from hosting a virtual conference instead.  

Presentations were made by: - 

• Jatin Patel, Head of Diversity and Inclusion @ RFU 

• Simon Park, Chair of Yorkshire Referee Federation 

• Dom Taylor, ProActive Risk Assessment App 

• Eleanor Addison, RFU Youth Council 

All were well received and are now available on the Yorkshire Website.  

A big thank you to those clubs who did attend. 

Continuous Development and Training 
As we start the new season, please take the opportunity to review your qualifications and accreditations. There are 

plenty of courses available on the England Rugby Course Finder site RFU.  

There are webinars and online learning sessions that are easy to access and take in a wide range of aspects of 
running a rugby club, from grass maintenance, safeguarding, coaching to commercial management.  

Club Vacancies 
We are also promoting vacancies on behalf of clubs for coaching roles so please check out the “Be Involved” section 
on the County website.  

Check the page here  

 

  

http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/news/rugbysafe-manager-vacancy-33245/
https://youtu.be/nMsE0wSuRa8
https://youtu.be/5wjm3GTUFOQ
https://youtu.be/TEA2bwsR3GY
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/coursefinder
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/be-involved/professional-opportunities/halifax-vandals-rufc-coach-required-18101/


 

 RFU Club Development North 
We, as Club developers, would like to thank all involved in the game in Yorkshire, it has been fantastic to see the 
game resume after the summer break. We want to thank all of those volunteers that have reached out and worked 
with us across the year to ensure our game is available for all in Yorkshire to enjoy.  

RFU Schools engagement workshop- join us to discuss ways in which you as a club can get the most out of your 
local schools. To book your place use- https://forms.gle/TxsBpLPvoFzoijGPA 
  
RFU Grant finder workshop- a guide to our grant finder tool and a quick look at funding pots currently out there. To 
book your place use-  https://bit.ly/3SgKf6j 
  
Age Grade Affiliation- Thank you to all clubs for the progress that has been made we are off to a really positive 
start, please keep going with it and help us get an accurate picture of how many age grade players we have playing 
the game across the country. 
  
Safeguarding Audits- these are now open, only clubs with age grade sections will have them (under the 
questionnaire section, same place as payment of players dec).  
 
If you are an adult only club looking to play a 17 year old you will need to request for an audit to be added to your 
GMS to do this please go to https://help.rfu.com/support/home and use the request help button at the bottom of the 
page. 

Please remember Club Developers are in attendance of District meetings and can be contacted on the below. 

 

North Yorkshire and North Leeds- LauraLines@rfu.com 
West Yorkshire- Aaronhoworth@rfu.com 
South Leeds, South Yorkshire and East Yorkshire- Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

 
 

 

Safeguarding update 
Thank you to all those who have attend a Play it safe and In Touch recently, and those that currently have them 
booked. It is apparent that we are seeing a great upturn in attendance within Yorkshire, and I am sure we are seeing 
the benefits as we move forward. 

The Club Safeguarding self audit is live and all those clubs with age grade will have received the audit and instruction 
from the RFU. If you don’t have age grade, but have U18's playing into senior rugby, your club will also have to 
complete the audit. If you have not received one or require assistance, please drop me a line. 

A large number of clubs are requesting players to play in a different age grade, or into senior rugby. Please consider 
if you have the relevant Safeguarding protocols in place before you make the application. 

All clubs with Age Grade rugby require a Club Safeguarding Officer, who must have a current RFU DBS and have 
completed both In Touch and Play it Safe Course's. 

All coaches within age grade rugby require a RFU DBS, we will also review the position of the clubs/teams in relation 
to Play it Safe attendance. 

All senior teams with U18's playing up require coaches with a DBS and Play it Safe. 

All coaches with mixed ability sides require a DBS and Play it Safe. 

We are striving to ensure that Rugby is a safe place for all and working with the RFU to ensure this. 

Thank you for your continued support and the hard work that you all do to ensure our game is both safe and enjoyable 
for all. 

Andy Pollard | Safeguarding Lead 

Age Grade 

On-line Dispensation/Play Adult rugby forms 
Age Grade Secretaries should have recently received an email from one of the club developers advising you that the 
on-line forms for playing adult rugby/age grade dispensations have moved to on-line. 
 
After numerous phone calls and emails, we need to clarify. 
 
The forms are available on-line for those who wish to use them BUT it is not mandatory, and you can still send the 
forms to Rugbydevelopmentchair@yorkshirerfu.co.uk as normal.  
The use of the on-line forms is for the coming season is an option should you wish to use them. 
 
The forms have gone live but the process is still being tweaked.  
It may be the only route in the future but for now you can use either option (on-line or direct to email above) 
Hope this will clear up any confusion. 

 

  

https://forms.gle/TxsBpLPvoFzoijGPA
https://bit.ly/3SgKf6j
https://help.rfu.com/support/home
mailto:LauraLines@rfu.com
mailto:Aaronhoworth@rfu.com
mailto:Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com
mailto:Rugbydevelopmentchair@yorkshirerfu.co.uk


 
 

 Under the blaze of floodlights 
On Friday 16 September, Sandal 1st XV hosted Heath in a Regional 1 North East league fixture.  
 
It is something that the club has been looking to do to increase player experience and expose the players to the 
atmosphere of playing under lights.  
 

The night was a huge success with increased revenue and attendance for the home club and players and supporters 
from other clubs were able to come and watch.  

It was also a good experience for the players, and it allowed them to explore other activities over the weekend.  

Not only that, the 2nd XV took centre stage on Saturday playing against Sheffield 2’s on the main pitch.  

 
This again further increased revenue for the club over the weekend. Sandal would certainly recommend that other 
clubs should consider trying it! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Friday Night is a school night 
Wharfedale RUFC opened up their club on Friday night (23rd Sept) to host age grade school rugby in what is becoming 
a popular fixture and something of a local derby.  

Sedbergh School played Woodhouse Grove School in a double header fixture, with both the U13s and U18s facing 
off under the Thresfield lights. 
 
The stands and clubhouse were buzzing, with strong support of school pupils, ex-pupils, parents, and tifosi supporters 
creating a real atmosphere.  

Both games were very competitive and fiercely contested.  

The U13s victory went to Woodhouse Grove and the U18 game saw Sedbergh take the win, with England U18 and 
County academy players showing their rugby skills to the max.  
 

 
 
 

  

 RFU Representatives Report 
Elected by our County's clubs, Yorkshire Rugby has two representatives on the RFU Council. They also participate in 
Sub-Committees of the RFU which report to the Community Game Board.  

The next three-year term for the RFU representatives began on 1st August 2021 and Ted Atkinson enters his third 
term as the Yorkshire RFU representative alongside Joe Bedford who was newly appointed this time, replacing Jim 
Chapman.   

Together, they publish regular updates on their activity and you can read them here 

 
  

http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/rfu-representatives-report/rfu-representatives-report-17778/


 

 Wooden Spoon 

THE PERFECT MATCH – Your club and Wooden Spoon 

Wooden Spoon’s Partner Club Programme supports your rugby club in your fundraising and to raise additional funds 
to support vulnerable children locally. The programme runs nationally and for clubs in Yorkshire, that means supporting 
vulnerable children across Yorkshire.  
 
Worth a try?  
 
We support your annual fundraising by sharing our expertise and resources. We only ask your club to share some of 
the funds raised with local Wooden Spoon projects, which support vulnerable children. Your members and supporters 
will see the results of their efforts here in Yorkshire. 

Available to your club 

If you choose to support Wooden Spoon as a Partner Club, together, we hope we can support each other in changing 
the state of play in the lives of local vulnerable children and young people through the power of rugby. 
 
As part of the PCP programme, we give you access to a range of tools to support you build your brand awareness 
and run profitable fundraising activities. For example: 
 

• PCP Plaque - For display at the club 

• Mascot ‘Spoony’ - Book Spoony to appear at your event. He is a hit with the children – and the parents! 
(NB. The club must provide a volunteer to wear the outfit fits most adults, but possibly not the Second XV 
prop) 

• Wooden Spoon playing kit - Available on loan for commemoration / celebration / remembrance matches 

• Signed rugby shirts - Available at cost and subject to availability 

• Fundraising materials -A range of fundraising materials from 100 Square posters to collection buckets to 
social media graphics 

• Selected merchandise - Available at cost for resale, raffle or auction 
 
As a partner club you will also receive: 

• Partner Club e-news - A regular update on the latest news from Wooden Spoon, how you can get involved 
with our events and initiatives and fundraising ideas for your club 

• VIP invites to Wooden Spoon events - Invitations to our wide range of events from Balls and Dinners to 
Golf Days to local project openings 

• Copies of Spoonews - Copies of our member’s magazine with regular features with rugby ambassadors, 
interviews with children, young people and their families at projects we are supporting and rugby 
competitions 

• Own section on Wooden Spoon website - Your club’s name and logo with a reciprocal backlink to your 
club 

• Social media promotion - Social media posts to announce the partnership and the opportunity to promote 
key initiatives and events through our social media channels 

• Use of the Wooden Spoon logo - Use of the Wooden Spoon logo in accordance with the Wooden Spoon 
brand guidelines 

• Partner Club logo Use of the Wooden Spoon PCP logo to use on all club marketing collateral 

• Branded fundraising templates - Templates to support you with your fundraising from posters to social 
media posts to adverts 

• Wooden Spoon promotional film - To show at events or on your website 

About Wooden Spoon 

Wooden Spoon is the children’s charity of rugby. We fund life-changing projects across the UK & Ireland that support 
vulnerable children and young people. 
 
We are a national charity, but with a strong local footprint here in Yorkshire. The aim is that every penny you and your 
team raise as part of the Partner Club Programme will enable us to give life-changing grants to grassroots charities 
supporting young people in Yorkshire.  Let’s come together, in the true spirit of rugby and change young peoples’ 
lives.  
 
This year, the Yorkshire Committee proudly celebrates 30 years since its formation at Elland Road on 19th May 
1992 and has since provided £2,203,475 of funding to 97 projects in Yorkshire. 
 
To find out more about Wooden Spoon in Yorkshire get in touch with Stuart Watson 
 – e mail stuart@stuartwwatson.co.uk.  
 
Clubs already signed up to support are 

• Harrogate RFC 

• Huddersfield RUFC 

• Ripon RFC 
 
To find out more about the Rugby club Partner Programme e mail rugby@woodenspoon.org.uk 
 
 

  

mailto:rugby@woodenspoon.org.uk


 Diversity and Inclusion 

 

 
 

This newsletter is published every two months by the Yorkshire RFU.  The next edition will be November 2022.  If there’s anything you would like to share 
with the Yorkshire rugby community through this update, please email adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk. 

 
Published by Yorkshire Rugby Football Union Limited I County Office I Griffin House I 24 Station Road I Morley I Leeds LS27 8JW I      0113 252 4300 

 

 

Offers in the Yorkshire Marketplace 
The Yorkshire Marketplace on our website provides a space for companies to offer services to clubs and everyone 
involved in the game in Yorkshire.  If you’d like to us feature your products in our Marketplace, please send details to 

the County Office at mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk.   

We need a short description of your products, some contact details, and an image.    

The following companies are currently featured 

• Rugby Union Coaching Services - link  
• Gilbert Rugby – Gilbert are giving Yorkshire clubs a discount on purchased- link  
• SNAP Sponsorship – SNAP help clubs secure sponsorship deals -  link  
• Veo Video Game Analysis – Veo offers clubs in Yorkshire a discount on the cost of a camera – link 

• Sport Support - learn now to grow your community sports club - link  

 

mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/rugby-union-coaching-services/rugby-union-coaching-services-17273/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/gilbert-rugby/gilbert-rugby-offer-for-yorkshire-clubs-17274/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/snap-partnership/snap-partnership-17378/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/veo-video-game-analysis/veo---video-game-analysis-17391/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/sport-support/grow-your-community-sports-club-17693/

