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Welcome from the President 
I hope you all find the content of the latest County Newsletter informative and useful in addressing the 
current challenges the game Is facing at the moment. 

One would have thought that our clubs throughout Yorkshire were coping with enough challenges post-
pandemic without the RFU throwing a curve ball at the grass roots game - “the lowering of the tackle height”. 

Although the RFU have apologised for the upheaval caused by their statement I am afraid they put the 
proverbial cart before the horse.  

Let us hope that the forthcoming discussions with our clubs representatives lead to a balanced decision 
that addresses the safety issues; re: concussions and keeps our game still the game for all shapes and 
sizes to enjoy. 

Further reading will however inform you of all the other hard work that our contributors have been putting 
in over recent months. 

I thank them all for their contribution both to the Newsletter and the game in Yorkshire. 

 

John Riley | President | Yorkshire RFU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RFU Representatives Report 

Changes to Tackle Height 
This subject has sparked one of the greatest levels of debate, anger, ill feeling and frustration across the 
rugby community, as there was little information provided with the initial announcement.  

The latest position from England Rugby has been that they have apologised for the way in which they 
initially announced the proposed changes to tackle height for the community game, but they will continue 
with the proposed changes ahead of any global ruling by World Rugby.  

Additionally, the RFU have now launched a nominations process across all the constituent bodies for 
club, societies and individuals to come forward and be part of the consultation process on how the 
proposed changes can be further explained, introduced, coached, refereed, and played in the community 
game  

All the Yorkshire RFU district meetings have been held in February with representatives from clubs, 
societies and the Yorkshire RFU reps discussing the proposed changes and the rationale behind the 
decision. 

As the constituent body for rugby in the county, we will keep all clubs, societies, volunteers and players 
informed of the progress of this as more information is released by the England Rugby.  

We will continue to engage and feedback the concerns of the Yorkshire rugby community to England 
Rugby at every opportunity. 

 

--- STOP PRESS ---   

The RFU has launched a series of initiatives to listen to and learn from people across the 
game by consulting on the process around implementation of a lower tackle height in the 
community game. The consultation will allow the game to discuss the motivations behind 
the change and the needs to be factored in to make the implementation a success.  

The first of these initiatives is a survey open to all in England. 

Link here  

The survey will be open until 9am on Wednesday 22 March, where the data will then be 
analysed by an independent, expert research agency. 

Following this analysis, and a series of focus groups and forums with groups from around 
the game, the data will be taken back to the RFU Council to determine the way forward. 

Let them know your views and concerns. 

 

https://t.co/CWRW5TPTjK
https://t.co/CWRW5TPTjK


 

 

 

Reps Reports 
Elected by our County's clubs, Yorkshire Rugby has two representatives on the RFU Council. They also 
participate in Sub-Committees of the RFU which report to the Community Game Board.  

The next three-year term for the RFU representatives began on 1st August 2021 and Ted 
Atkinson enters his third term as the Yorkshire RFU representative alongside Joe Bedford who was 
newly appointed, replacing Jim Chapman.  

Together, they publish regular updates on their activity and you can read them here 

 

  

 RFU Club Development North 

RFU Update 
Thank you to all those clubs that have attend the Districts update meetings on the Tackle Height. We as 
local staff will aim to keep clubs as updated as possible as we go forward.  

All key information will still come via central email which uses GMS as the platform, so please ensure key 
roles are kept up to date.  

Game On  
It’s great to see so many clubs already using this.  

Our aim is to play 15 a side rugby but if sometimes this is not possible the Game On options gives you an 
idea of what the game could look like  

 

Get in touch. 
Please remember Club Developers are in attendance of District meetings and can be contacted on the 
below. 

North Yorkshire and North Leeds- LauraLines@rfu.com 
West Yorkshire- Aaronhoworth@rfu.com 
South Leeds, South Yorkshire, and East Yorkshire- Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

 

http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/rfu-representatives-report/rfu-representatives-report-17778/
mailto:LauraLines@rfu.com
mailto:Aaronhoworth@rfu.com
mailto:Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com


RFU Club Development North (cont.) 

Help us with the women’s competition structure! 
We are looking for volunteers to join our Women’s competitions advisory group to do this please check out 
the graphic.   

What is the Women’s Competitions Advisory Group (WCAG)?  

The WCAG is a group of volunteers involved in the women’s game, from across the country, who act as an 
advisory body to the RFU Competitions Team and associated subcommittees.  

The WCAG serves to:  

• Ensure decision making is informed by The Game with relevant volunteers contributing to 
management and development of women’s competitions.  

• Identify viable and creative solutions to emerging issues and growth in women’s competitions.  

• Support volunteers from the women’s game to develop their understanding and contribute to 
appropriate subcommittees.  

Volunteers will also be prepared for potential future roles in the management of women’s competitions. 

What are the time commitments?  

• Minimum of four WCAG meetings per year (virtual) though we hope to have opportunities to meet 
in person, where appropriate and, where the group’s time allows. We will ensure virtual attendance 
is always an option for anyone unable to attend in person meetings.  

• Some volunteers will have the opportunity to join appropriate sub-committees (meeting frequency 
for these will vary dependent on committee).  

• Contribution to on-going development of women’s competitions throughout the season. What’s 
the role duration?  

• One year, with the opportunity to extend for additional years (maximum 5).  

If you would like to discuss anything about this volunteer opportunity, please get in touch with Katie Oldrieve 
at KatieOldrieve@RFU.com 

Apply Here Women’s Competitions Advisory Group Member - England Rugby Casual Careers 
(oraclecloud.com) 

 

Upcoming Online Workshops  
Please check out the graphic which has the upcoming online workshops in March and how to book. 

 

Book Here 

Book Here 

Book Here 

https://ecer.fa.em2.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_1001/job/110/?mode=location
https://ecer.fa.em2.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_1001/job/110/?mode=location
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p2cxY6hMTCCmkuNrE8b3Yg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Tl9vmXw4R7-34DA9I9HF3g
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RFHGfkFWQReygWBApiC1kw


RFU Club Development North (cont.) 

Big Shout out to Acklam and Guisborough 
Both clubs have started an adult female rugby offer this season. 

As it happens, both have training taking place on Monday nights as well! As both clubs started at a similar 
time it created a great opportunity for them to have a local opposition at the same level. On Sunday 
5th February both clubs had their first fixture against each other.  

A great afternoon was had with the focus being on putting into action what they have been practicing in 
training. Numbers were evened out from across both clubs and the game was played in great spirit with the 
core values shining through even in those that have only just started their playing journey. 

Well done to both clubs, great work by the volunteers involved creating this offer at their club. 

 

Richmondshire live on England RugbyTV 
Richmondshire recently won a prize with England Rugby which means their home fixture on 1st April v 
Darlington 2nds will be shown live on England RugbyTV.  

The club will also benefit from game day build up across the England Rugby platforms with squad 
announcements, and player stories, etc 

They will be showing the rest of the world what Yorkshire Rugby is about and it’s a great way to celebrate 
those players, coaches, volunteers, and supporters of the club. 

Please put a note in your diary and watch them live or on playback. 

Old Otliensians building player numbers  

 

Club volunteers have been working hard to rebuild player numbers since coming out of covid.  

The side were relegated from Yorkshire 3 in the summer but have turned this into a positive with more 
competitive fixtures and lads returning back to the club.  

As a result of all the hard work by club personnel they fielded a 2nd team for the first time in recent history 
on Saturday 11th February.  

The opposition were a joint side from Stanley Rodillians and Bradford Salem providing a great opportunity 
for 4 clubs to be at the same venue on a Saturday afternoon.  

A great effort by all involved to provide an afternoon of rugby for lads looking to get their boots on! Big shout 
out to Stanley Rods and Bradford Salem joining to create one team to bring numbers up 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Developing Player Pathway (DPP) 
 

The Boys DPP U16s from North, South, Central and West played their Sale Sharks counterparts. South 
and Central travelling to Sale's training ground at Carrington to play 2 Cheshire teams, West and North 
playing 2 Lancashire teams at Keighley. 
 
Four great games with over 100 lads representing the Yorkshire Academy DPP.  
The U16's will complete their season with internal games on the 5th of March before entertaining Newcastle 
Falcons Durham centres, as well as Sale's Cheshire travelling over to Keighley on the 19th of March.  
As always thank you to parents and guardians for supporting the lads as well as the West referee's society 
and of course one of our 'home' grounds at Keighley RUFC.  
 
The latest U15 assessments have just been completed with over 150 nominations across the County - the 
future of Yorkshire rugby is in good health with exceptionally good club and school player numbers at 
U14/15 & 16s. 
The centres are now brimming with talent as they take their journey on the pathway.  
By growing centres we are always looking for coaching support, please get in touch if you want further 
details (nickoconnor@yorkshirerugbyacademy.com). 
 
Finally, the Under 14 age group (the first taste of the pathway in Yorkshire) will look & feel a little different 
to other environments.  
Nominations will open imminently:  
The first two blocks will be run as education and experience opportunities for 
players/parents/guardians/teachers/coaches, with clubs and schools (ideally) sending 3 different players in 
each of the 2 blocks (in May).  
 
The final block in July will be an assessment block for players suited to the pathway for a September start 
as an U15. 
 

Nick O’Connor – Programme Lead – Yorkshire DPP 
 
 

  

 

Changing Times of Rugby  

 
Duncan Gawthorpe and Stuart Sheard have been digging through the County office records as part of their 
research in writing this book on the changes to grassroots rugby in the County. 
 
This book looks at the key elements that impact grassroots rugby union clubs in the county. 
  
It paints the background against which the game and the leagues have changed and considers the factors 
that are linked to those changes.  
 
The authors have gathered information about many grassroots clubs to illustrate their findings.  
 
£12.50 including post and packing. 
 
If you would like to buy a copy of the book please contact either: Duncan Gawthorpe 
nacnud1941@gmail.com or Stuart Sheard stuartsheard@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 
 

 

  

mailto:nickoconnor@yorkshirerugbyacademy.com
mailto:nacnud1941@gmail.com
mailto:stuartsheard@hotmail.co.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

Yorkshire Rugby at England and Scotland U18s  
Continuing on from the last newsletter you may have seen on social media the news that there have been 
call ups for county players to national training squads.  

It is a true reflection of the talent development underway across the county from all the clubs, schools, 
pathways and academy involved in age grade rugby that more Yorkshire players have been named in 
the England u18 squad. 

England U18s 

England U18 Women's head coach James Cooper has named a 34-player squad for a milestone 2023 
campaign and after attending the England training camp, Bridget Campbell (Sandal) has made the team. 
Huge congratulations to Bridget on your inclusion in the England u18s squad this season. Everyone in 
the Centre of Excellence and the County is proud of you. 

 

Also, our congratulations go to Toby Baker, Tom Burrow, Ned McCormack, and Tye Raymont from the 
Yorkshire Rugby Academy, who have all been selected by U18s coaches Jon Pendlebury and Mark 
Mapletoft to be part of the 41 player England U18s squad. 

 

Scotland U18s 

Lastly two Yorkshire Academy players have be named in the Scotland U18s squad. 

A huge congratulations to Corey McCormack and Lloyd McEwan-Peters who have been selected by 
Scotland after U18s coach Ross Millar had identified and monitored their development through the 
Scotland Qualified (formerly the Exiles) programme  

 

All the clubs and schools involved in developing and supporting these players will be immensely proud 
of this news. It is a testament to all their work that these players have been recognised as future rugby 
talent. 

 

  



 

 

Yorkshire County Teams Update  
The County Cup Competitions are coming and there has been a lot of activity going on in the background 
since September 2022.  

A major sponsor for the whole county championship programme has been signed with C K Beckett Limited.  

Senior men and Senior women have sourced additional match day sponsorship to help run their programmes. 

Under 20’s has two sponsors in line for home games at Sheffield and Castle Park 

The main highlight is that there will be another Yorkshire RFU ‘Grand Day Out’ on the 13th May 2023 when 
the county hosts Leicestershire and Cheshire at Doncaster Castle Park for the Women’s and Men’s 
competitions. 

Date  Competition Host County Opposition Kick 
off 

Location  

Sunday, 
19 March 

Jason Leonard U20s 
- North 

Yorkshire U20 Durham U20 14:15 Sheffield 
RUFC 

Sunday, 
9 April 

Jason Leonard U20s 
- North 

Northumberland 
U20 

Yorkshire 
U20 

14:00 Percy Park 
RFC 

Sunday, 
7 May 

Bill Beaumont 
Division 1 North 

Hertfordshire Yorkshire 
Men 

15:00 Harpenden 
RFC 

Sunday, 
7 May 

Gill Burns Division 1 - 
Pool 1 

Yorkshire 
Women 

North 
Midlands 
Women 

14:00 Huddersfield 
RUFC 

Sunday, 
7 May 

Jason Leonard U20s 
- North 

Yorkshire U20 Lancashire 
U20 

14:15 Doncaster 
RFC 

Saturday, 
13 May 

Gill Burns Division 1 - 
Pool 1 

Yorkshire 
Women 

Leicestershire 
Women 

14:00 Doncaster 
RFC 

Saturday, 
13 May 

Bill Beaumont 
Division 1 North 

Yorkshire Men Cheshire 16:00 Doncaster 
RFC 

Saturday, 
20 May 

Bill Beaumont 
Division 1 North 

Lancashire Yorkshire 15:00 Sedgley Park 
RUFC 

Sunday, 
21 May 

Gill Burns Division 1 - 
Pool 1 

Lancashire 
Women 

Yorkshire 
Women 

15:00 Liverpool St. 
Helens FC 

Senior men 

84 players nominated by clubs ranging from level 3 to level 8 and the coaching team are still.  

Coaches are issuing invitations for assessment and trial and training will be at Sandal RUFC. 

Senior women 

Assessment and trial dates have been sorted and training will be at Sandal RUFC 

Under 20’s 

Started programme in December 2022 with under 20’s development squad. 

Struggled to get pre-competition fixtures due to cancellations due to weather. 

74 players have been through training since December. 

Squad reduced to 32. 

24 players selected for away match versus Cheshire at Sandbach on Sunday 26.02.2023 

Due to RFU regulations where we can’t select players from level 3 and level 4 clubs standard and commitment 
of players very noticeably down on previous campaigns 

Under 17’s 

Dates for playing opportunities have not yet been filled as the counties that continue to play under 17’s rugby 
and YRFU ceased under 17’s counties rugby all the dates appear to be taken up 

Work is still underway to set up playing opportunities. 

Under 18’s Girls 

Home festival that was attended by Lancashire, Cheshire and Durham with high turnout of players 

The other two festivals for Under 18’s girls were cancelled due to weather 

Tony McNally | Yorkshire County Teams Chair 

 



 

 Boys U18 County Report 
Assessment Day  

Following the nominations from schools and clubs 38 boys were invited to the Assessment Day.  

Boys released from the Academy and those who formed part of the U17s last year were not required to 
attend on this day. The session was well run with a good outcome and 13 boys were taken forward to 
the Training Day 

The objective of the Assessment Day was to validate the nominations, and this worked well 

Training Day  

The 64 attendees for the Training Day were made up of those taken forward from the Assessment Day, last 
year’s U17s and those released from the Academy plus some late nominations, and some unable to attend 
the Assessment Day due to injury.  

Assessment Day  

• Nominations 13  

• Academy Releases 19  

• Last Year’s U17s 25  

• Other (late nominations or injured for Assessment Day) 7  

Despite the number of boys attending the Training Day, the coaching team were able to identify and 
select a strong squad of 33 to take forward into the County Programme. 

Pre-Festival Training Sessions  

Prior to each festival game a training session was arranged at York RFC on the Friday evening to bring 
the players together and work on making a cohesive team ahead of the game on the Sunday. These 
were valuable sessions to integrate players that are not used to playing together and instil the values of 
training and playing for Yorkshire. 

Festival Matches  

Match 1 v Cheshire 4th Dec 2022 - @ Billingham RUFC Result: 19-20 L  

After a slow start to the game where Yorkshire tried to play too much rugby in their own 22 rather than 
exiting and playing for position, Yorkshire gradually played their way into the game and began to 
dominate but left too much to do to gain a win. It was a great platform to assess the boys involved on 
the day and inform the next stages of the programme for selection.  

Match 2 Lancashire 18th Dec 2022 - @ Preston Grasshoppers RUFC Result: Cancelled  

The match v Lancashire was cancelled on Saturday 17th December following a pitch inspection as the 
ground was frozen.  

Match 3 v Northumberland 8th Jan 2022 - @ Lymm RUFC Result: 34-7 W  

Yorkshire played very well with numerous line breaks out wide and through the centre of the pitch and 
game management was much improved on the initial match against Cheshire.  

Yorkshire dominated the game with numerous boys exhibiting well for the Divisional selectors on the 
day. 

Divisional Selection  

Following the County Programme 11 boys from the Yorkshire Squad were selected to attend the 
England U18 North Divisional Assessment Day on 29th Jan 2023 

From this squad there will be playing opportunities against other England U18 regions. 

 

Steve Avery – Yorkshire County U17/18 Boys Team Manager 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yorkshire Girls Developing Player Pathway and Centre of 
Excellence 
February has seen the Yorkshire Centre of Excellence head into 4 playing opportunities.  

The first two fixtures were back-to-back home and away fixtures Vs. North East Centre of Excellence. 
In two narrow defeats the Yorkshire CoE showed some fantastic skills in both forward and back play.  

Luke Pendlebury, Yorkshire CoE Centre Lead was impressed with all players who have represented the 
CoE so far, “We have played two outstanding games against North East CoE and we have improved in 
each performance. There have been some very pleasing individual performances and it has been great 
to put all our hard work into practice. I was particularly pleased to see the players intent to attack with 
shape, show real determination to defend and show some real high-end skills to attack from lineout ball. 
I would also like to thank all schools, colleges and clubs who have been involved in the development of 
these players. They have done their families and schools/colleges/clubs proud”. 

The final Yorkshire CoE fixtures take place on 25th February against Loughborough and Saracens CoE 
in a triangular festival to be hosted at Loughborough University. 

Over the course of the February games over 30 players have taken part.  

The Centre of Excellence will see 16 players exit the programme this season and graduate. The 
programme will continue to support these players move onto the next stage of their educational and 
rugby development and we wish them all the best in their careers.  

Many of these players have been with the programme for 2-3 seasons and have contributed to the 
inaugural years of the Yorkshire Centre of Excellence. All of us at Yorkshire CB and Yorkshire CoE wish 
them the very best in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 Offers in the Yorkshire Marketplace 
The Yorkshire Marketplace on our website provides a space for companies to offer services to clubs and 
everyone involved in the game in Yorkshire. If you’d like to us feature your products in our Marketplace, 
please send details to the County Office at mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk.   

We need a brief description of your products, some contact details, and an image.    

The following companies are currently featured. 

• Rugby Union Coaching Services - link  
• Gilbert Rugby – Gilbert are giving Yorkshire clubs a discount on purchased- link  
• SNAP Sponsorship – SNAP help clubs secure sponsorship deals -  link  
• Veo Video Game Analysis – Veo offers clubs in Yorkshire a discount on the cost of a camera – link 
• Sport Support - learn now to grow your community sports club - link  
 

mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/rugby-union-coaching-services/rugby-union-coaching-services-17273/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/gilbert-rugby/gilbert-rugby-offer-for-yorkshire-clubs-17274/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/snap-partnership/snap-partnership-17378/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/veo-video-game-analysis/veo---video-game-analysis-17391/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/sport-support/grow-your-community-sports-club-17693/


 

  

County Competitions 
 

Clubs are reaching the end of the National League Season, with approximately four matches left to play. 
Owing to the frozen pitches in December and January, some games are being played on March 25th 
and April 1st. 
 
This has had a knock-on effect regarding the starting date for the Papa Johns Community Cup 
Competitions, which will now start on 1st April. 
 
The Yorkshire Cup Competitions will now start on April 22nd or earlier if fixtures can be agreed between 
clubs. It is disappointing that we cannot give more clarity regarding the timescales, but as this is the first 
season of the Community Cup Competitions, we will need to carry out a review, after the finals day on 
14th May at Doncaster Castle Park. 
 
Clubs with teams in the Yorkshire Merit Tables are, in the main, fulfilling many more fixtures than last 
season. The lack of front row forwards is still a problem for some teams and the regulations are clear. 
Matches should take place with uncontested scrums without penalty, or teams should adopt the ‘Game 
On’ Principles.  
 
Just a reminder, please send the results as soon as possible after the game has ended to 
yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk. 
 

 

 

Yorkshire Schools Cup Finals 
 
The Committee of the YSRFU would like to take this opportunity to invite you to our schools finals day/s, 
hopefully to watch some exciting school boy rugby. 
 
We are once again being hosted by West Park Leeds RUFC On Friday 17TH March 3:30pm onwards 
and Saturday 18th March from 10:30am onwards 
 
We have a total of 11 games taking place across the U14 to U18 age groups , from both the State and 
Independent sectors ; along with a girls U16 final too. 
It would be great to see you and any other members of your clubs there to support the players. 
 
Peter Morgan - Chair Yorkshire Competitions 
 
 

 

  

mailto:yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk


 

 

 

Club Development 

Vouchers available for 1st Aid kits and defibrillators (AED)  
As a county we have a number of vouchers available for 1st Aid kits and defibrillators. Any club interested 
should contact the County office. These vouchers are open to all clubs, with priority to those clubs 
without these essential items.  

There are also 1st Aid courses available in the county on the England Rugby courses page here RFU 

GMS contacts competition 
There is always the need to ensure those golden roles at clubs are up to date on GMS.  

As a county the YRFU are going to be running an email competition over the next few months with clubs 
to look at improving the contact data in GMS. Prizes will be randomly awarded to clubs that engage and 
respond. There will also equipment discount codes will be available to all those clubs responding. 

This work to improve GMS in the county will align with the planned RFU GMS updates coming later in 
the year. 

Referees “Grand Evening Out” 
There is a Yorkshire Referees Society “Grand Night Out” planned for Friday 14the April 2023 at 
Pontefract RUFC 

The idea behind the event is to attract new refs at all levels to the game. We have many club refs who 
have been on the RFU referees’ course but don’t join the regions referees society and take the 
opportunity to run games any further. 

The planned fixture is Pontefract Colts V Scunthorpe Colts playing under the floodlights. 

Looking to get guest referees who ref the Premiership and Championship games to run the fixture and 
then look at a Q&A session.  

All those that come along and take part will not only receive a whole host of learning, but a “Refs Starter 
pack”  

Referees Whistler Trophy 
Throughout the season whenever a referee officiates a game at a Yorkshire club, they complete a short 
questionnaire online to rate their overall experience. 

They rate clubs on criteria including; the discipline of the players on the field of play, facilities available 
(such as the pitch being correctly marked with spectator barriers) and of course how hospitable the 
home club has been.  

The scores from these are added up and averaged out over the season with the highest scoring club 
being the awarded the Whistlers Trophy at the end of the season. 

Headlines from 900+ games so far this season  

• Games where an issue of respect reported by ref is less than 4% with less than 2% needing 
serious improvements. 

• 88% of games Ref’s report respect exceeded their expectations. 

Volunteer Fund  
The Volunteer Recruitment Fund provides clubs with the opportunity to apply for funding and access a 
range of resources to help plan and deliver a volunteer recruitment activity. This could be a volunteer 
open evening, targeted, a volunteer work party or targeted marketing & communications, with clubs also 
asked to consider the longer-term support on offer to volunteers. 

The fund has been created following the results of the National Rugby Survey, which highlighted that 
volunteer recruitment is a challenge being faced by clubs and also builds on a recently delivered pilot. 

Clubs (National League 1 & below) can apply for the fund, with the opportunity for up to 100 clubs this 
season to receive support packages of £500, along with access to online learning modules and 
additional guidance to plan a successful volunteer recruitment activity. With a funding window also over 
the next two seasons, clubs are provided with the opportunity to apply at a time suitable for them. 

Before you apply 

We encourage all potential applicants to first read the funding guidance notes (including FAQ's & Terms 
and Conditions, which can be found here). 

• Applications can be made and are open until Friday 24 March 2023 (17:00) 

• Apply Now 

Volunteer Recruitment Fund Creating Opportunities (englandrugby.com) 

https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/coursefinder
http://www.englandrugby.com/participation/volunteers/recruit-and-retain-volunteers
http://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/23bfca9ae14b4b09b3fdff198ad8b9c8
https://www.englandrugby.com/news/article/volunteer-recruitment-fund-creating-opportunities?fbclid=IwAR0JZnSf-kqVI37EHNqY1Y_o72Y_c_pbUmHQSj2fGx1GwWzHmYb0ZKwZTnU


  

Safeguarding update 
Can I first thank all clubs and CSO’s that completed the annual club safeguarding audit, Yorkshire 
completed a 100% within the agreed time period.  

The RFU are currently reviewing the audits and will be in contact with clubs to offer both In Touch 
courses to CSO;s who have yet to complete them and further support to those clubs that have identified 
areas for further development. 

We have also received training figures in relation to Play it Safe for the year of 2022.  

Can I thank all those clubs that have hosted the 34 courses we have booked and 475 people that have 
attended. This accounts for 50% of all the participants in the North of England.  

I believe this supports all the hard work that you are doing in your clubs and the importance that we 
place on Safeguarding as a county.  

Again as we look to move forward in 2023, we as a Safeguarding team, are here to help! 

Assistant Safeguarding Manager 
We are pleased to announce that Leanne Hulme (Thirsk RUFC) is joining the Yorkshire Safeguarding 
team, as assistant Safeguarding manager, and will provide a visible presence to age grade in the north 
of the county. 

Leanne has extensive experience in a professional capacity in Safeguarding working with young people, 
young adults and parents, as well as the role of CSO with her club.  

Please make Leanne welcome when visiting your club and spend time to chat re any concerns you may 
have in person. Leanne is keen to get to know you all and strives to continue in improving Safeguarding 
in our game.  

Leanne can be contacted through the YRFU Safeguarding Mailbox. (Safeguarding@yorkshirerfu.co.uk) 

Andy Pollard | Safeguarding Lead 

 

 

 Using our social channels to stay connected & increase your reach 
Yorkshire RFU has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages. We would love it if you followed 
our channels, and you can also use them to increase the reach of information that you would like to 
share. We can, for example, share vacancies, requests for new players, and other relevant and 
appropriate information through our channels. If there is something, you want to promote about your club 
or team let us know. 

Just ask for a re-tweet or a share when you post, and we will be happy to help. We can also post roles 
on our website. 

We would also be grateful if you could share the information we post, so that we can reach a much wider 
audience with updates about our game in Yorkshire. 

Additionally, if you are watching a game or training with Yorkshire teams or players, at any level, 
anywhere in the world, copy us in @yorkshire_rfu and use #EYR on the posts Enjoying Yorkshire 
Rugby. 

We want to celebrate all that is going on in Yorkshire rugby and so spread the word. 

Twitter – @yorkshire_rfu 

Instagram - @yorkshire_rfu 

Facebook - @YorkshireRugbyUnion 
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