
 

Newsletter 
August 2023 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to New President 
Firstly, I would like to thank John for his sterling service last season, he will be a hard act to 
follow. 

Secondly, I would wish to thank the Yorkshire Committee who have proposed my election to this 
esteemed post. I had no inkling whatsoever that my name was being discussed and I deem it a 
great honour for me personally and my club, Ripon, to serve you the Yorkshire members for the 
coming season.  

I am not aware of any of my predecessors having achieved these dizzy heights, so I believe it is 
a first for the Ripon club and an honour for the North Yorkshire District.  

I have though served many years as Ripon’s North Yorkshire representative and up until last 
season been Ripon’s fixture secretary for 43 years having come across many of you and your 
clubs in that time. It has been a pleasure doing so to meet the many people who have done that 
job throughout the years. 

A number of you may also recognise my touch flag carrying for Ripon over the last 32 years, a 
task which I hope to continue into the foreseeable future along with my role as your Yorkshire 
President.  

It is my intention to visit as many clubs as practicable and to watch as many matches as I can 
from Age Grade, Women and Girls, and Adult Men at all levels of the game.  

If you wish me to visit your particular Club or Representative XV, please contact me through the 
County Office who will be keeping my diary. 

Many thanks to you all. 

Andy Proud | President | Yorkshire RFU 

 

Word of Thanks from the Past-President 
The season has now reached its conclusion and my term as President will shortly come to an 
end.  

The season has been challenging both for myself and the majority of member clubs of the 
Yorkshire RFU. These clubs have faced numerous challenges including, player retention, a 
reduction in league matches, the tackle law and the somewhat chaotic national and county cup 
competitions. 

I have however attempted to resolve club problems by passing on the comments and opinions 
that have been shared with me from my many club visits to the “powers that be”. 

The latter part of the season however provided me with some cause of optimism for the future. 
The quality of rugby on show at the Yorkshire Finals Day at Doncaster was exceptional and I 
would like to thank all the finalists for their contribution to a highly enjoyable and successful day. 

Yorkshire clubs also enjoyed success in the inaugural National Papa John’s Cup another cause 
for optimism.  

The county teams had varying levels of success on the field of play with the Senior Men’s XV 
only denied a Twickenham Final by the narrowest of margins and the unforgiving metalwork of 
the posts at Lancashire’s Sedgley Park. 

I would like to thank all those players who proudly wore the White Rose this season, the boys 
and girls in the age groups, the senior women, and the senior men. Thank you all for your efforts 
alongside your coaches, managers, and medics, not forgetting your clubs and schools, the 
nurturing ground for your talents.  

My final words are to thank all the clubs I have visited throughout the season for their hospitality, 
both pre- and post-match, also those clubs who entertained me at club dinners, special events 
and anniversaries. I have been accompanied on almost every journey and event by my wife and 
Lady President Denise and the final thank you is to her, for all the support she has provided to 
me through my tenure as President. 

Thank you Yorkshire for the honour!  

John Riley | Past President | Yorkshire RFU 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Committee appointments 
Following the County AGM in July there are some new appointments to announce  

New Chair – Taking over from Dave Hunter, who had the caretaker role following Barry Breakwell 
as Chair of the County, we are pleased to announce that Roger Stocker has stepped into the 
role.  

Many may know Roger from Wetherby RUFC and his refereeing activity in the North District. He 
brings a wealth of experience, knowledge from his work and voluntary activities.  

Our thanks go out to Dave for his sterling work as the caretaker Chair. 

Hon. Secretary – Steve Corns has stepped down from the role as County Secretary and has 
been replaced by Dawn Rathmell, who was previously Chair of Rugby Development. Thanks to 
Steve for all his work in the role.  

Chair of Rugby Development 

Following a rigorous interview panel, the County Secretary is pleased to announce that Tim 
Wicks has been appointed Chair of Rugby Development for Yorkshire RFU and is now 
undertaking a handover from Dawn Rathmell.  

Tim had been the team manager for the Women’s County team for last few seasons, as well as 
coaching at Sandal RUFC. 

New Rugby Safe Lead 

As a County we are pleased to announce that Haley Prince has taken on the important role as 
RugbySafe Lead for the County.  

RugbySafe is the RFU’s overarching player safety and wellbeing programme, putting player 
welfare at the heart of the game, and covering how the game should be organised and managed 
to ensure that rugby is played in a safe and enjoyable environment. 

If you have any questions or need clarification on any aspects of player welfare, please get in 
touch with Haley via the County office.  

New Diversity and Inclusion Lead 

Elena Bunbury has taken on the role as Diversity & Inclusion Lead for the County. Across the 
County we continue to drive greater inclusion in Rugby Union through committing to 
understanding, building and advocating change. 

Inclusivity is critical to our purpose, our strategic objectives and is at the heart of building a 
successful and thriving game. It is the thread that runs through our values, both for those who 
enjoy our game already, and those we are taking the game to. 

Volunteers  

We are always looking for volunteers to help run the County so if you are interested in being 
more involved in the Constituent Body, please get in touch and keep an eye on our website and 
social channels for role opportunities. 

Get in touch 

Like our clubs, we too have the 'Golden Roles’ and if you ever fancy inviting them along to an 
event you have taking place or want to drop them a line, please get in touch via the County office 
to ask them a question. Or their contact details are on the County website  

• President: Andy Proud 

• Senior Vice President: Dave Francis 

• Immediate Past President: John Riley 

• County Chairman: Roger Stocker 

• Hon Secretary: Dawn Rathmell 

Reps Reports 

Elected by our County's clubs, Yorkshire Rugby has two representatives on the RFU Council. 
They also participate in Sub-Committees of the RFU which report to the Community Game 
Board.  

The next three-year term for the RFU representatives began on 1st August 2021 and Ted 
Atkinson enters his third term as the Yorkshire RFU representative alongside Joe 
Bedford who was newly appointed, replacing Jim Chapman.  

Together, they publish regular updates on their activity and you can read them here 

https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/presidents-corner/officers-2023-2024-18804/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/rfu-representatives-report/rfu-representatives-report-17778/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RFU Club Development North 

Plan for the New Season 

As rugby clubs gear up for the start of a new season, several essential tasks need to be 
undertaken to ensure a smooth and successful kick-off. From administrative preparations on the 
Game Management System (GMS) to recruitment efforts, volunteer checks, and managing 
dispensations, here's a comprehensive overview of what rugby clubs should focus on: 

1. Game Management System (GMS) Preparation: 

As the new season approaches, it’s great to see so many parents and guardians getting ahead 
of the game by registering their children and dependents to play rugby in 2023/24. 

Over 50,000 Age Grade players are now registered! 

We want to thank our club volunteers for your fantastic support with this great start and ask that 
you continue to help us by encouraging parents and guardians to register their Age Grade players 

via the Game Management System(opens in a new tab) as soon as possible.  

All new and existing players from U6 to U18 must be registered on GMS for the 2023/24 season 
and we anticipate that GMS will be busy when the Age Grade season starts on Sunday 3 
September, so by doing this now, the admin is out of the way early and focus can turn to getting 
the player ready to go from that first day back on the pitch! 

Don’t forget, any new registrations will appear for approval on the Club Registrar’s GMS 
dashboard. Find support with this on Community Rugby Help (opens in a new tab). 

 
a. Ensure that the club's GMS is up-to-date with accurate player information, contact 

details, and registrations. 
b. Verify that player profiles are correctly linked to their respective teams and age 

groups. 
c. Update coaching and referee information as required. 
d. Review and renew any necessary club affiliations or memberships. 

 
2. Recruitment and Retention: 

a. Plan recruitment initiatives to attract new players of all ages and skill levels to the 
club. 

b. Organize taster sessions, open days, or workshops to introduce newcomers to the 
sport and the club's culture. 

c. Implement strategies to retain existing players, offering a positive experience and 
fostering a sense of belonging. 

 
3. Volunteer Screening: 

a. Ensure that all volunteers, including coaches, team managers, referees, and support 
staff, undergo necessary background checks, including Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checks or equivalent screenings. 

b. Maintain accurate records of DBS checks and renew them as required by regulations. 
 

4. Dispensations: 

As the season is now upon us clubs should be aware that their Club Approvals to play 17 yr. olds 
in Adult Rugby and other Age Grade Dispensations have now run out for this season. 

These must be re-applied for, for the 2023/34 Season. 

The applications for the coming season will be accepted from August 2023 with the requirements 
needed to be in place to secure approval by the Yorkshire RFU. 

Also please note that for the forthcoming season applications MUST be made on the electronic 
form.  

Completion of the old word document will no longer be accepted. 

The electronic form can be found here https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-
and-regulations/regulations 

N.B Any 17 yr. olds with current approval to play adult rugby will be able to use this to play 7’s 
through the summer. 

 

(cont.) 

https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Account/Login
https://help.rfu.com/support/solutions/folders/103000371963
https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations
https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Understand the dispensation rules and regulations outlined by the relevant rugby 
governing body. 

b. Identify players who may require dispensations due to age, skill level, or medical 
conditions. 

c. Complete and submit dispensation requests with the necessary documentation, 
adhering to the governing body's guidelines. 

 
5. Health and Safety: 

a. Review and update the club's health and safety policies to ensure compliance with 
current regulations and guidelines. 

b. Conduct safety checks on equipment, facilities, and playing surfaces to address any 
potential hazards. 

 
6. Fixture Planning: 

a. Coordinate with other clubs and leagues to schedule fixtures for the upcoming 
season. 

b. Communicate match dates, times, and locations to players, coaches, and supporters. 
 

7. Financial Planning: 

a. Review the club's budget and financial projections for the season. 
b. Ensure that membership fees, subscriptions, and other revenue streams are 

accurately collected and recorded. 
 

8. Communication and Engagement: 

a. Establish effective communication channels to keep players, parents, coaches, and 
volunteers informed about club updates, events, and important dates. 

b. Leverage social media, email newsletters, and the club's website to engage with the 
community. 

 
9. Coaching and Development: 

Training course   

All training course and coaching qualifications can be found on the RFU Course Finder. 

https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/coursefinder 

Please ensure all volunteers have completed their DBS, HEADCASE Concussion training and 
the Introduction to Safeguarding module. 

Also, please note that the requirements for the 1st aid provision at games and training has 
changed and there is a requirement to provide 1 Emergency First Aider per age group at all 
sessions.  

a. Provide coaches with training and development opportunities to enhance their skills 
and stay updated on the latest coaching techniques and methodologies. 

10. Club Culture and Values: 

a. Reinforce the club's values and ethos among players, coaches, volunteers, and 
supporters to foster a positive and inclusive atmosphere. 

By proactively addressing these key areas, rugby clubs can set the stage for a successful and 
fulfilling new season. With meticulous planning and a strong commitment to the sport's values, 
clubs can ensure a vibrant and enjoyable experience for all participants and stakeholders. 

Changes to laws and regulations 

England Rugby has also made changes to the regulations of the game ahead of the new season.  

More details can be found at England Rugby 

https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations 

Get in touch. 

Please remember Club Developers are in attendance of District meetings and can be contacted 
on the below. 

North Yorkshire and North Leeds- LauraLines@rfu.com 
West Yorkshire- BulakDaleGaspalinao@rfu.com  
South Leeds, South Yorkshire, and East Yorkshire- Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations
mailto:LauraLines@rfu.com
mailto:BulakDaleGaspalinao@rfu.com
mailto:Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tackle height – new rules for the new season in the community game 

To support players, coaches, referees, volunteers and CBs with tackle height changes ahead of 
the 2023/24 season, a comprehensive range of online resources, guidance documents, training 
videos and face-to-face training opportunities are available now via the England Rugby Tackle 
Height Hub (opens in a new tab). 

Whether you're a referee, coach, volunteer, or player, ahead of the start of the new season make 
sure to familiarise yourself with the changes to the Tackle Height through the resources below. 

The Rugby Football Union (RFU) has introduced significant changes to the tackle height 
regulations, ushering in a new era of safety and gameplay in the sport. These changes are aimed 
at reducing the risk of head injuries and enhancing player welfare, while also maintaining the 
exciting and competitive nature of rugby 

For players, these changes mean a renewed focus on proper tackling technique and body 
positioning. Tackles above the armpit line are now prohibited, with emphasis on a lower tackle 
height to mitigate the risk of dangerous collisions. This adjustment will encourage players to target 
the midsection of opponents during tackles, reducing the potential for high-impact clashes that 
could lead to injuries. Players will need to adapt and refine their skills to ensure effective and safe 
tackling while adhering to the new guidelines 

 

Coaches will play a pivotal role in implementing these changes within their teams. They will need 
to emphasize proper technique, body positioning, and defensive strategies that align with the 
adjusted tackle height rules. Coaching staff will be tasked with equipping players with the 
necessary skills to execute tackles safely and effectively, while also adapting game plans to 
accommodate the evolving nature of the sport. Coaches will need to strike a balance between 
competitiveness and player welfare, ensuring that their teams remain competitive while 
prioritizing safety 

Supporters can expect to witness a rugby landscape that places a heightened focus on player 
safety and welfare. While the changes to tackle height are designed to reduce the risk of head 
injuries, they also have the potential to reshape the dynamics of the game. Fans can anticipate a 
period of adjustment as players, coaches, and teams adapt to the new regulations. The emphasis 
on skilful and controlled tackling could lead to a more fluid style of play, encouraging teams to 
prioritize ball movement and strategic decision-making. 

Overall, the changes to tackle height introduced by the RFU are a positive step toward fostering 
a safer rugby environment without compromising the essence of the sport. Players, coaches, and 
supporters can collectively look forward to a season marked by increased awareness of player 
welfare, heightened technical proficiency, and an ongoing commitment to the enjoyment of rugby 

https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/playing/tackle-height?spMailingID=25553050&spUserID=MTI5Nzk3OTk0OTAwOQS2&spJobID=2215557510&spReportId=MjIxNTU1NzUxMAS2
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/playing/tackle-height?spMailingID=25553050&spUserID=MTI5Nzk3OTk0OTAwOQS2&spJobID=2215557510&spReportId=MjIxNTU1NzUxMAS2
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This is an invitation to all member clubs in the County to the 2023/24 Yorkshire RFU Club 
Conference at Doncaster RFC on Friday 29th September 2023 

As the constituent body for the County, we would like all clubs to attend, contribute and be 
involved in developing the future vision for Yorkshire rugby. 

Agenda 

The event will be held in the afternoon of 29th September, from 12:30pm, with keynote speakers, 
discussions on club development needs, player pathway, and future vision of Yorkshire rugby 
and how the county works more closely together. 

Keynote speakers confirmed so far include Sir Ian McGeechan OBE and Jason Robinson OBE. 

In addition, there will be discussions on club needs and challenges, as well as presentations from 
the Yorkshire rugby pathways. 

Following the conference, there will be an opportunity for networking, food and then watch the 
Premiership Cup fixture of Doncaster Knights vs Bristol Bears. 

A more detailed agenda will be circulated in due course. 

Objectives for the Day 

This is a fantastic opportunity to revive the fortunes of rugby union teams, players, and supporters 
throughout the county of Yorkshire, explore with guest clubs what their thoughts are and what 
they feel would be achievable and to hear and determine the power of Yorkshire as a county and 
as a rugby brand. 

• To understand clubs’ development needs over the next 1-2 Years 

• To understand and get input from the clubs for their vision for the future of Rugby in 
Yorkshire 

• To understand what we could achieve by getting clubs to work more closely together. 

• To create to excitement about Yorkshires future in Rugby 

• To bring all clubs together as a cohesive unit 

• To encapsulate the plan forward under the banner ‘Say it, Play it, Plan It, Do It for 
Yorkshire’. 

• To enjoy a day together plus meal and match to achieve friendship and determination in 
the true spirit of rugby. 

Register your attendance. 

To maximise the success of the event we need every club to attend and contribute, so we need 
you! 

Invites are for a maximum of four representatives from each club. This ideally should be from a 
cross section of your club i.e., the men’s, women’s, and age grade roles, as well as club 
leadership/golden roles. 

The whole of the conference, hospitality and match entry is free to conference attendees, and to 
register, please book tickets via the Eventbrite page link that has been emailed to all member 
clubs. 

If any attendee has dietary requirements, please let us know so we can plan the catering 
accordingly. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/say-it-play-it-plan-it-do-it-for-yorkshire-club-conference-tickets-708409169897?aff=oddtdtcreator


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Development 

Make the most of RWC 2023! 

The countdown to the Rugby World Cup 2023 is on. With 48 matches being shown on ITV 
between 8 September and 28 October, the tournament will be watched by existing fans, players, 
and brand-new audiences – making it a great way to recruit new players, retain existing squad 
members, and boost revenue. 

These guides covering clubs and schools contain top tips, checklists and planning templates to 
help you maximise this amazing opportunity.  

RFU World Cup 2023 Community Guide 

RFU World Cup 2023 Schools & College Guide  

 

U12 Girls Club Start-Up Scheme 2023/24 

As part of the RWC25 Impact programme, the RFU are launching the second year of the U12 
Girls Club Start-Up Scheme as we head into the 2023/24 season. 

The Girls U12s Club Start-Up scheme enables the beginning or retention of girls U12 teams, 
supporting their transition from mixed to female-only rugby. At this point, we historically see 
significant drop off rates in participation, so encouraging more girls into the game at this age 
grade is essential for the sustainability of the game.  

Clubs can sign-up using the Smartsheet link provided and will then be approved by Club 
developers and CBs to receive a kit package (balls, bibs, gumshields, cones, etc) and £500 to 
support or start their team. 

If you would like more information, please contact Sophie Biddulph (Player Pipeline Officer for 
Women & Girls) on sophiebiddulph@rfu.com (opens in a new tab)  

 

Inner Warrior  

This seasons Allianz Inner Warrior windows are 14 – 29 October 2023 and 6 – 21 January 2024.   

Allianz Inner Warrior Camps are an easy and fun way to welcome new women to your club.   

You pick the date and time between 14/10 – 29/10 and we will support you with organising and 
promoting your camp.  

Register your event(opens in a new tab) by 29 September and you will receive a support pack 
explaining everything you need to know.   

If you have any questions, please get in touch via innerwarrior@rfu.com(opens in a new tab)  

What is Inner Warrior 

Allianz Inner Warrior Camps are designed as a great introduction to rugby for all levels of 
experience. 

From those who have never played, or those who want to get back involved, the aim of the 
programme is to encourage more women and girls to play rugby. 

Allianz Inner Warrior Camps are great fun and hugely rewarding, encouraging you to challenge 
yourself and learn new skills alongside other like-minded females. 

Team sports and group activities are also a fantastic way to stay motivated with your fitness 
training and provide a great outdoor alternative. 

Allianz Inner Warrior Camps also welcome back any players who previously hung up their boots 
for a few seasons; a perfect opportunity to find a club, make new friends and ease back into the 
game. 

Over 25,000 women across the country have attended Warrior Camps to date, with many going 
on to join women’s touch and contact rugby teams. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:https://articulateusercontent.com/rise/courses/8DmMhyw7_78vPKJBXQshbIva7doO_b4z/XpHKWYXYRjo6Ns80-RFU%2520World%2520Cup%25202023%2520Community%2520Guide.pdf
mailto:https://articulateusercontent.com/rise/courses/8DmMhyw7_78vPKJBXQshbIva7doO_b4z/pswuzpdVV5wc3dCp-RFU%2520World%2520Cup%25202023%2520Schools%2520and%2520Colleges%2520Guide.pdf
mailto:sophiebiddulph@rfu.com%20(opens%20in%20a%20new%20tab)
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/8f048260c18148fd9d64932ce31f4b30
mailto:innerwarrior@rfu.com


 

CRISP – Injury data is wanted 

Run in conjunction with the University of Bath, the CRISP Project collects injury data from across 
the community game.  

The CRISP Project is critical to gaining better understanding and providing data to compare and 
assess trends in injury risk across different playing populations and levels of the game. This 
allows the RFU to better inform injury prevention strategies, such as law/rule changes, so that the 
safety of the game is improved for those participating.  

With the tackle height law changes being introduced in the 2023/24 season, having teams from 
across different playing population involved in the CRISP Project is even more important. 

For the CRISP Project to be a success, we always need clubs and teams to get involved. By 
being involved in the project, your team/club is helping improve the safety of the game and 
improve the welfare of players. 

We are looking for teams from any playing population – adult males, adult female (especially 
National Championship levels), club age grade boys and girls (especially U16 & U18 girls), 
schoolboy, and university male and female teams. 

Play your part in improving player safety! For more information/or to register your interest, visit 
the RugbySafe Research Toolkit(opens in a new tab). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using our social channels to stay connected & increase 
your reach 
Yorkshire RFU has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages. We would love it if you 
followed our channels, and you can also use them to increase the reach of information that you 
would like to share.  

We can, for example, share vacancies, requests for new players, and other relevant and 
appropriate information through our channels. If there is something, you want to promote about 
your club or team let us know. 

Just ask for a re-tweet or a share when you post, and we will be happy to help. We can also post 
roles on our website. 

We would also be grateful if you could share the information we post, so that we can reach a much 
wider audience with updates about our game in Yorkshire. 

Additionally, if you are watching a game or training with Yorkshire teams or players, at any level, 
anywhere in the world, copy us in @yorkshire_rfu and use #EYR on the posts Enjoying Yorkshire 
Rugby. 

We want to celebrate all that is going on in Yorkshire rugby and so spread the word. 

Twitter – @yorkshire_rfu 

Instagram - @yorkshire_rfu 

Facebook - @YorkshireRugbyUnion 

 

North Yorkshire Rugby Clubs News Channel 

The York match day camera man, Keith Jackson has started a YouTube channel for North 
Yorkshire rugby.  

Keith has directly contacted all the clubs, to arrange filming days, to talk to members, players, 
volunteers, etc, and is looking to assemble content into short videos.  

He wants to cover as many games in the North District as possible this season, so please get in 
touch with him. He is also looking to share information on clubs and players so if you have any 
goss, news or pics, please let him know and he will put it out there on the channel.  

This is a very generous offer and will be helpful in promoting our sport across the county and 
hopefully engage new players and supporters. 

Check out the Youtube channel at https://www.youtube.com/@nyrcn3/featured and share it 
around the rugby community. 

 

https://keepyourbootson.co.uk/rugbysafe-toolkit/research/
https://www.youtube.com/@nyrcn3/featured


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club News 

Middlesbrough 150 celebrations 

Middlesbrough Rugby Union Football Club (RUFC) proudly celebrates a remarkable milestone – 
its 150-year anniversary as a club. This momentous occasion stands as a testament to the 
enduring spirit of rugby and the deep-rooted legacy that Middlesbrough RUFC has carved in the 
world of sports. 

Founded a century and a half ago, Middlesbrough RUFC has woven itself into the fabric of the 
community, becoming a source of pride and inspiration for players, fans, and the entire region. 
From its humble beginnings to the present day, the club's journey mirrors the evolution of rugby 
itself – it has nurtured talent who have gone on to represent rugby on the International stage. 

Over the years, Middlesbrough RUFC has etched its name onto the annals of rugby history 
through countless matches, triumphs, and challenges. The club has provided a platform for 
generations of players to showcase their talents, develop their skills, and forge lifelong 
friendships on and off the field. The deep bonds formed within the Middlesbrough RUFC 
community have stood the test of time, transcending wins and losses to create a sense of 
belonging that goes beyond the game. 

And what better way to finish off their 150th year than being crowned Yorkshire Cup Champions 
for the first time since 1976. The Men’s 1st XV ran out winners at Castle Park Doncaster in a 
close game against old rivals Sandal. Middlesbrough 30 Sandal 24 

 

As the club marks its sesquicentennial anniversary, it serves as a beacon of resilience and unity. 
Middlesbrough RUFC's commitment to rugby's values – respect, integrity, teamwork, and 
sportsmanship – continues to inspire players of all ages, coaches, supporters, and enthusiasts. 
The celebrations surrounding this landmark occasion are not only a reflection of the past but also 
a rallying call for the future. 

The 150-year anniversary is a poignant moment to honour the contributions of past players, 
coaches, officials, volunteers, and fans who have contributed to the rich tapestry of 
Middlesbrough RUFC's history. Their dedication has laid the foundation for the club's enduring 
success and its role as a hub for rugby development in the region. 

As Middlesbrough RUFC embarks on its next chapter, it does so with a renewed sense of 
purpose – to uphold the legacy of the past while embracing the challenges and opportunities that 
lie ahead. The 150-year anniversary celebrations symbolize a shared commitment to preserving 
the values that have defined the club and to creating a vibrant future that will undoubtedly shape 
the next 150 years of Middlesbrough RUFC's remarkable journey. 

Check out the amazing Youtube video about the anniversary https://youtu.be/gO9sQOU3Dkw  

 

https://youtu.be/gO9sQOU3Dkw


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otley RUFC's Inspiring Charity Initiatives: A Strong Tackle Against 
Parkinson's Disease 

Rallying the Rugby Community to Raise Funds and Awareness 

In a heart-warming display of camaraderie and community spirit, Otley Rugby Union Football 
Club has taken the field for a cause that goes beyond the sport itself.  

In recent months, the club has been engaged in a series of charity activities aimed at raising 
funds and awareness for Parkinson's Disease, a neurological disorder that affects millions of 
lives worldwide. With its unwavering commitment to making a positive impact, Otley RUFC has 
shown that the power of rugby goes far beyond the confines of the pitch. 

Coming Together for a Cause 

The journey began with a resounding call to action as Otley RUFC U13 players, coaches, 
supporters, and volunteers united to lend their voices and efforts to the fight against Parkinson's 
Disease. Inspired by the strength and determination of one of their own parents battling the 
condition, the club embarked on a multifaceted approach to generate funds and increase 
awareness about the challenges faced by Parkinson's patients. 

 

Fundraising Drives with a Difference 

From charity matches and rugby-themed events and community challenges, Otley RUFC has left 
no stone unturned in its endeavour to raise funds for Parkinson's research and support programs. 
With creativity and innovation at the forefront, the club organized events that catered to a wide 
range of interests, fostering inclusivity and participation within the local community. 

A series of charity events are planned throughout the year including an Everest Challenge on 
Otley Chevin which saw the team climbing up the north face 18 times - a 20k hike uphill at an 
average gradient of 17 degrees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will also be washing cars, baking cakes, and the team hosted a quiz night at the club with 
Shaun Wallace from ITV's The Chase. 

Add in a summer family fair, a gin tasting night and a bonfire, the boys will have a busy year. 

A Testament to the Rugby Spirit 

The charity activities undertaken by Otley RUFC stand as a remarkable testament to the ethos 
of rugby – a sport known for its sense of community, sportsmanship, and solidarity. Through their 
actions, the club has exemplified the positive influence that sports can have on society, 
transcending the boundaries of competition to make a tangible difference in the lives of others. 

As the club continues to champion the Parkinson's cause, it sends a resounding message to the 
rugby community and beyond: that a united effort, fuelled by passion and a shared sense of 
purpose, can drive meaningful change. Otley RUFC's commitment to both rugby and charity 
serves as a source of inspiration for clubs, reminding us all that the power to make a difference 
is within our grasp – on and off the field. 

If you would like to donate visit: https://www.justgiving.com/page/otley-zebras-2023 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/otley-zebras-2023


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harrogate U16 tour to Canada 

 

You may have seen the coverage of Harrogate Rugby on Twitter as the U16s visit to Harrogate's 
Canadian twin city of Barrie, Ontario.  

The Harrogate Rugby Club's Under 16 Boys Team set off on a thrilling rugby expedition to 
Canada, fostering camaraderie and cultural exchange between Harrogate and its twin town, 
Barrie. This momentous initiative marks a significant milestone in the emerging relationship 
between the two towns, strengthening bonds through the shared passion for rugby and 
sportsmanship. 

The tour organized as part of the Harrogate-Barrie Twinning Program, aims to celebrate and 
deepen the friendship that has been nurtured between the two communities over the years. Both 
Harrogate and Barrie have found common ground in their love for rugby, making it a natural 
choice to bring together the young athletes for this extraordinary adventure. 

During their visit to Canada, the team engaged in a series of friendly rugby matches against local 
teams, providing a unique opportunity to learn from one another, share skills, and build lasting 
friendships. This cross-cultural exchange will not only enhance their rugby abilities but also enrich 
their understanding of different cultures and ways of life. 

The players got to meet the mayor of Barrie and appeared on the regional TV news. 

Check out the link to the news clip on Twitter 

Richmondshire RUFC on England TV  

As part of a National ‘Match Day Makeover’ Competition, Richmondshire 1st XV were selected 
by England Rugby to have their match on April 1st live-streamed. 

The filmed fixture saw the Richmondshire 1st XV take on rivals Darlington Rugby Club at home 
at Theakston Lane, Richmond. Both clubs put out strong teams with Darlington winning 46 - 13 
and Donovan Falvey, our hooker, was named man of the match. 

As part of the prize, there were also filmed pre- and post-match interviews with players and 
officials. Following the game, players and spectators were invited to the clubhouse where the 
stream was shown via YouTube. There was also a pre-match meal for both Darlington and 
Richmondshire committee members, sponsors, and coaches. Spectators enjoyed food and 
beverages with the bar open for refreshments during the whole event as well as a pitch-side food 
van during the match. 

The competition, run by England Rugby was set up to see how clubs were utilising Autumn 
Internationals to enhance rugby at their club. The club had plans to run both male and female 
taster sessions on the Saturday and Sunday of some of the Autumn Internationals which was 
advertised on social media platforms. The days included a rugby taster training session followed 
by food and watching the Autumn Internationals and as a result, the club won the opportunity to 
choose a home fixture to be broadcast on England Rugby’s online platforms. 

Club Chairman, Nick Hunter, came across the competition on the England Rugby website and 
said: “To be honest I was shocked when I found out we won, as it was a national competition 
and I never thought for one minute that we’d win and when I told the Committee they were 
excited, to say the least!” 

The match day was a great opportunity to showcase all on offer at Richmondshire RUFC and to 
thank the volunteers, coaches and all who play or have connections to the club. We had a great 
day of fantastic rugby with a good turnout. Despite losing, the ‘boys’ played really well, and it was 
an extremely memorable event for all involved.  

It’s hoped that this event will be a great springboard for their next venture as they move leagues 
to start in Yorkshire 4 next season. 

The game can be watched back here on YouTube  

 

https://twitter.com/HgteTownTwin/status/1684842697855475712?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5ygmgu_v1Y


 
 

This newsletter is published every two months by the Yorkshire RFU. The next edition will be October 2023. If there’s anything 
you would like to share with the Yorkshire rugby community through this update, please email 

adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk. 
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 Offers in the Yorkshire Marketplace 

The Yorkshire Marketplace on our website provides a space for companies to offer services to 
clubs and everyone involved in the game in Yorkshire. If you’d like to us feature your products 
in our Marketplace, please send details to the County Office at 

mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk.   

We need a brief description of your products, some contact details, and an image.    

The following companies are currently featured. 

• Rugby Union Coaching Services - link  
 

• Gilbert Rugby – Gilbert are giving Yorkshire clubs a discount on purchased- link  
 
Ahead of the new season, Gilbert Rugby and Yorkshire Rugby have teamed up to offer rugby 
clubs in Yorkshire an exclusive discount on equipment purchases. 

Orders over £250 will qualify for 25% OFF - available on this collection only. 

Simply use the code K_YORKSHIRE23-25 to claim your exclusive discount. 

Orders over £750 will qualify for 40% OFF - available on this collection only. 

Simply use the code K_YORKSHIRE23-40 to claim your exclusive discount. 

https://www.gilbertrugby.com/collections/yorkshire-rugby-clubs-training-kit 

The discounts is available expires: 31-05-2024 

• SNAP Sponsorship – SNAP help clubs secure sponsorship deals -  link  
• Veo Video Game Analysis – Veo offers clubs in Yorkshire a discount on the cost of a 

camera – link 
• Sport Support - learn now to grow your community sports club - link  
 

mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
mailto:adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/rugby-union-coaching-services/rugby-union-coaching-services-17273/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/gilbert-rugby/gilbert-rugby-offer-for-yorkshire-clubs-17274/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/snap-partnership/snap-partnership-17378/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/veo-video-game-analysis/veo---video-game-analysis-17391/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/sport-support/grow-your-community-sports-club-17693/

