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Welcome from our President. 
It is with the utmost pleasure to welcome you all to this edition of the County newsletter bringing 
you up to date with all that is going on in Yorkshire Rugby providing the largest and most varied 
collection of rugby union opportunities and activities in the country. 

Now that we have got through the festive celebrations it’s time for us all to knuckle down and get 
outdoors to celebrate all that is good about rugby in the County in order to support all that 
participate whether that is a player, volunteer, or innocent bystander.  

There are matches aplenty at all levels for us all to watch across the whole rugby spectrum.  

Get out and enjoy them!  

And support your local team at whatever level they play. 

Andy Proud | President | Yorkshire RFU 

 

Yorkshire Rugby Academy (YRA) 

Playing:  

At the time of writing, we are in the middle of our Academy League campaign which has been, 
so far, full of tough lessons from some physical sides around the North. 

In the midst of our on-field activities, there remains uncertainty over our long-term future. Ongoing 
discussions between Premier Rugby Ltd (PRL) and RFU over the future Academies landscape 
mean that we cannot guarantee our future beyond June 2024. 

We currently have 46 players involved in our “core” academy squad, with 22 being U18, 20 U17 
& (for the first time) 4 U16 players. Outside of this we have our extended Player Development 
Group (PDG) comprising 21 U17 players and 44 U16. 

Our remaining U18 fixtures are: 

Fri 2nd Feb – Newcastle Falcons (A)  

Sat 10th Feb – Midlands West (H) @ Doncaster Knights RFC 2pm kick-off 

Sun 18th Feb – Finals Day @Kingsholm 

Check out the highlights of the Sale fixture. 

 

Coaching:  

We have consolidated our coaching resources to ensure both continuity of messaging and to 
support players building relationships with the coaches. 

U18 – Tom Gilchrist Head Coach, Richard Beck (Fwds), Sam Fox (Backs) & Andy 
Fradgley (Defence) 

U17 – As above with Stuart Dixon and Jacob Robinson supporting the wider group. 

U16 – Jacob Robinson, Stuart Dixon, Sam Shepherd, and Tom Stone 

We also utilized a number of specialists to provide positional specific support, these were:  

Joe Bedford – Scrum Halves 

Joe Ford – Kicking Specialist  

Matt Cook – Speed coach  

Stuart Dixon – Academy Lead 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1749879750598738352


Centre of Excellence (CoE) & Girls DPP 

Empowering Girls Rugby: A Roaring Success! 

In a true celebration of grit, passion, and camaraderie, Yorkshire U16 girls' rugby development 
programme marked a milestone as 63 talented players took to the field for the first fixture of the 
2023/24 season. The atmosphere was electric as these young athletes, hailing from 19 different 
clubs across Yorkshire, showcased not only their rugby prowess but also their commitment to 
growth and development. 

 

The day was a testament to the vibrant spirit of girls' rugby, as players engaged in a round-robin 
of fixtures, challenging each other with skillful play. The sight of 21 different players scoring tries 
throughout the day was not only exhilarating but also a clear indication of the depth and diversity 
of talent within our programme. It was more than just a competition; it was a great day of fun, 
enjoyment, and the sheer thrill of watching incredible rugby on display. 

Wheatley Hills RFC played the perfect host, providing a welcoming venue for the event. The 
support from players, parents, coaches, referees, physio, and the club itself was instrumental in 
making the day a resounding success. The passion and dedication of everyone involved were 
palpable, creating an environment that nurtures not just athletic skills but also the strong sense 
of community that defines rugby.  

 

Looking ahead, the excitement continues with our next fixture at Driffield RFC on Sunday, 18th 
Feb. This internal match promises to be another thrilling chapter in our journey, offering the 
players more opportunities to showcase their development and teamwork. As the season 
unfolds, we eagerly anticipate our final fixture against Gloucester DPP at Cheltenham Tigers on 
Saturday, 16th March, which will undoubtedly be a fitting climax to a season of growth and 
achievement.  
In closing, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this event. The 
support from each member of our rugby family – players, parents, coaches, referees, physio, 
and the host club – is invaluable. Here's to the continued success of girls' rugby development! 

 

(Pictures credited to Jo Lewis and Adrian Shipley- with our thanks) 

 



Boys Developing Player Pathway (DPP) 
Thank you to parents, guardians, coaches, administrators and schools and anyone else 
supporting the pathway. 

I'm (Nick OConnor) nearing 18 months into the job, and I've seen it go from strength to strength. 
Adaptations and changes to my predecessor's, Alex Grieve, good work has really allowed this 
pathway to flourish. 

Numerous entry points, longer assessments, a county-wide understanding of the individual 
development, not playing to win or be the best team has been increasingly apparent. Clubs and 
coaches are more comfortable in having these discussions with parents and players as to why 
they may not yet be ready for the pathway, YET. 

The many times, many eyes, and many environments philosophy we employ means lots of 
players are being seen outside of assessments in club and school games. The increasing 
network of knowledgeable and trusted people around the age grade game makes the process 
easier.   
The current U16s are about to embark on their playing opportunities; one internal and then 
representing the County against Sale's Lancashire and Cheshire centres as well as the Midlands 
Academy. Once their DPP season is complete they will concentrate on GCSEs before those 
outside the Player Development Group (PDG - U16 Academy group) are referred directly to 
County U17s for potential summer sessions, and then as U17s in September and October.  

Under 15s are approximately halfway through their programme. A recent assessment will 'top 
up' the groups before they start working towards their May playing opportunities. 

For U14's, the DPP will once again be an 'experience'. It will be non-selective, highlight what the 
DPP will look like and operate out of the same centres so players can gain some insight and 
indeed self-awareness amongst other skills. These sessions will take place in April and May with 
once again central-based sessions in the summer. Nominations for U14s will be out towards the 
end of February. 

Finally, as always please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any DPP questions, 
observations, or feedback. 

Nick O’Connor – DPP Lead 

 

County Teams 

The County Teams fixtures have been released and in the North Men’s fixtures Yorkshire will 
take on Lancashire and Somerset (!), whilst the Women will face Lancashire, Gloucestershire, 
and Warwickshire. The U20s Men will face a more regionally normal group of Lancashire, 
Cheshire, Durham, and Northumberland.  

Bill Beaumont Men’s County Championship 

25th May 2024 - Somerset vs Yorkshire 

1st June 2024 - Yorkshire vs Lancashire 

Gill Burns Women’s County Championship 

19th May 2024 - Warwickshire vs Yorkshire 

26th May 2024 - Gloucestershire vs Yorkshire 

1st June 2024 - Yorkshire vs Lancashire 

Jason Leonard U20s County Championship 

25th Feb 2024 - Lancashire vs Yorkshire 

10th March - Yorkshire vs Cheshire 

5th May - Durham vs Cheshire 

19th May - Yorkshire vs Northumberland 

Any club interested in hosting the Home fixtures should contact the County office as soon as 
possible. One of the Home fixtures could be a Double Header against Lancashire and again we 
will be looking to put on a ‘Grand Day Out’. 

We are looking for sponsorship for the County teams programme, so if there are any companies 
looking for opportunities to promote their business and be part of supporting Yorkshire County 
rugby, please get in touch via marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk.  

We have a number of sponsorship packages available.   

mailto:marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RFU Club Development North 

Yorkshire U22s 10-a-side Event – Friday 29th December 2023 

 

On the 29th of December, Yarnbury, Harrogate and Sandal braved the elements to take part in 
an U22s 10-a-side event. Yarnbury RUFC hosted the event under floodlights and provided an 
excellent meal afterwards.  

On the pitch, there was a high quality of play and there was plenty for the supporters on the 
sidelines to cheer. The matches were refereed excellently by Iain Craven and Mark Smith. 

Each team had a mixture of current players, previous years’ Colts, former players now at 
university, and current Colts. Sandal fielded a player who had not played rugby since before 
Covid! 

The RFU and Yorkshire have plans to run this type of event again, this time as U23s, around the 
Easter break, and are looking for a few host clubs in different areas of the county. Future details 
will be communicated next month.  

If you’re interested in hosting a Friday night event or have any questions about U23s, please 
contact maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Tim Wicks, Yorkshire Rugby Development Chair: 

“I think it’s been a large success. Maybe not the numbers we had hoped for, but when you look 
at it, we’ve got 50 lads playing for their clubs who might not have played for the past few years. 
To get these players back with their mates, back around the club is a success in itself.” 

Aled Jones, Harrogate RUFC Coach: 

“It’s been really good getting the lads back together for an enjoyable evening of high-standard 
rugby. Tonight, three brothers got the chance to play together for the same team for the first time 
which was really great to see!” 

“We always keep in touch with Colts players who leave, they’re in a WhatsApp group, and we 
invite them back for events and games. It’s a lot easier to re-engage with these players than go 
into the community and find a brand-new player. You’ve made a home for them, let them come 
back.” 

Yorkshire Rugby and RFU run joint Adult Male recruitment support. 

Yorkshire Rugby was one of 8 counties that successfully applied for and received extra funding 
from the RFU to support the adult male game. 

Yorkshire Rugby designed their program to be in the form of £500 grants that clubs would use to 
help run recruitment projects aimed at those new to the game or have been away from the game 
for a while. Every club in Yorkshire was emailed offering them the chance to apply for this grant 
and the list of clubs offered is below. 

Each club is taking a unique approach to their recruitment with things such as Leeds Hunters 
taster day on the 26th of January, Leeds Mod’s running an online marketing campaign and offering 
back to rugby session on Thursday nights to Richmondshire joining the Santa tour round the town 
at Christmas.  

A great success so far has been Richmondshire fielding 2 teams on Saturday 20th January for 
the first time in over a year. Congratulations to the club and all the volunteers that have made 
that happen. 

The project will run until March and gives clubs a chance to try and engage with people new to 
our game or those that have walked away in the past.  

 

mailto:maxlecount-ward@rfu.com


 The program is being led by Yorkshire Rugby’s Toni Birch and supported by the RFU club 
developers. 

Leeds Hunters Leeds Mod' Aireborough 
Huddersfield North Ribblesdale Halifax 
Dearne Valley Stanley Rods Castleford 
Wortley Thornensians Maltby 
York RI Cleckheaton Richmondshire 
Roundhegians Yarnbury  

 

Grant Finder 
 
RFU Grant Finder Tool- https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/rfu 

Online webinar to cover how to find grants and top tips on applying for them taking place 
21st November. For full details check out - https://bit.ly/4025jTk 

Some current grants open for application that might be worth looking into. 

• RFU Community Support Fund- Small grants for clubs with a turnover less than £125,000 

• Cash4Clubs- just opened and has grants up to £2,000 for full details check out - 
https://cash-4-clubs.com/ 

• Green King Proud to Pitch in- grants of up to £4,000 for full details check out -  

https://www.greeneking.co.uk/proud-to-pitch-in  

Get in touch. 

Please remember Club Developers are in attendance of District meetings and can be contacted 
on the below. 

North Yorkshire and North Leeds- LauraLines@rfu.com 
West Yorkshire- BulakDaleGaspalinao@rfu.com  
South Leeds, South Yorkshire, and East Yorkshire- Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com 

 
Safeguarding  
 

Physical Intervention 

Discipline on the field of play is the responsibility of the players. Coaches, team managers and 
parents must always promote good discipline among the players, both on and off the field. 
Penalising play which contravenes the laws of the game is the responsibility of the referee. 
Coaches, managers, and spectators should not intervene or enter the field of play. 

Physical intervention should only take place when it is absolutely necessary to prevent a child 
being hurt. 

In these situations, it is imperative to: 

• consider your own safety 

• give verbal instructions first 

• use the minimum reasonable force to resolve the incident 

• not strike blows, act with unnecessary force, or retaliate 

• avoid contact with intimate parts of the body, the head and neck 

• stay in control of your actions. 

The CSO or CBSM should be notified at the earliest opportunity of an incident of physical 
intervention which involves any possible dispute, as a complaint might be lodged with the RFU, 
or the police, by a parent whose child has been physically restrained. 

Any person entering the field without the permission of the referee could be subject to disciplinary 
action that may result in that individual being prevented from attending any rugby match.  

This includes any parent, carer, guardian, as well as all spectators, club members or associates, 
or any other individual who is present. 

If anyone requires further information, please drop me a line. 

 

Andy Pollard – Safeguarding Lead 

https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/rfu
https://bit.ly/4025jTk
https://cash-4-clubs.com/
https://www.greeneking.co.uk/proud-to-pitch-in
mailto:LauraLines@rfu.com
mailto:BulakDaleGaspalinao@rfu.com
mailto:Maxlecount-ward@rfu.com


 Competitions 

 

The unfortunate weather conditions over the past two months have seen many league and merit 
table matches postponed.  

As far as Merit Table fixtures are concerned, on 31st December, 71% of games arranged had 
been played and the reporting of results has improved significantly since November.  

Don’t forget to use the email address mailto:yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk to communicate results 
or any fixture alterations to enable Yorkshire RFU Pitchero and GMS to be updated. 

Yorkshire Cup Competitions 

The Yorkshire Cup Competitions have reached the semi final stages with games due to be played 
on 9th March. 

In the Yorkshire Cup, the teams are Goole v Cleckheaton and Scarborough v Driffield.  

In the Yorkshire Shield, the teams are Keighley v West Leeds and Wensleydale v Bradford Salem.  

The Silver Trophy. the teams are Halifax Vandals v Huddersfield Laund Hill and Rotherham 
Phoenix/Bramley Phoenix v North Ribblesdale.  

The Yorkshire Vase still has quarter finals matches to play. 

Finals day will be held at Castle Park Doncaster on Saturday 18th May. This was a huge success 
last year with a real community spirit for all the teams competing.  

Papa Johns Community Cup  

The draw for the Papa Johns Community Cup Competitions has been made and clubs should 
notify competitions-development@rfu.com before 26th January if you intend withdrawing from the 
Competitions. 

Yorkshire Age Grade Cup Competitions 

The Age Grade Cup Competitions are progressing and thanks to all clubs for rearranging cup 
matches. There have been great competitive games across the U14s, U15s and U16s. A couple 
of rounds left before finals in March and April. Results and Draws are on the County website.  

Check the fixtures and get along to a game or two on a Sunday morning to see the next generation 
of rugby talent. 

The Colts Leagues and Cup rounds have started and is being managed by Eugene Johnston. 
Again result can be found on the County website  

The County is seeking more referees, and the game will struggle without more trained officials. 

 

Coach Development 
There are courses coming up in the County and the simplest thing to do is login to GMS and 

check out what’s on. RFU 

In the County specifically there are the following courses on the Principles of Lineout being held 
in March at Keighley, Hull Ionians, Doncaster, Malton, Thirsk, and Selby. 

Check out the link above for details and how to book.: 

 

mailto:yrfuresults@snowdons.co.uk
https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/competitions-329/yorkshire-cup-23-24-c679600/
https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/age-grade-and-education/competitions/clubs-17771/
https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/competitions-329/yorkshire-colts-league-u18-northcentralwest-10773844/
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/coursefinder


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Development 

New Rugby Safe Lead 

As a County we are recruiting for a new RugbySafe lead.   

RugbySafe is the RFU’s overarching player safety and wellbeing programme, putting player 
welfare at the heart of the game, and covering how the game should be organised and managed 
to ensure that rugby is played in a safe and enjoyable environment. 

Applications details can be found on the County website here 

 

First Aid Vouchers 

A general reminder for clubs to check their Finance section of GMS. 

We have a number of clubs who have been allocated First Aid/General Vouchers but not used 
them from last year. 

You will find a tab that says Vouchers, this will show the number of vouchers still available to use 
to book onto First Aid courses. You might need to change filters on the GMS page to see the 
details. 

The vouchers must be used (booked) by the end of March 2024, otherwise we as a county will 
not get an allocation next season. 

We do have more vouchers available if clubs want to hold a course between now and the summer 
- they need to email Toni Birch (Chair of Club Development) directly to request them. 

More details on how to book courses can be found on the England Rugby 'Keep Your Boots On' 
site here. 

https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/news/rugbysafe-lead-vacancy-34980/


Honda Volunteer of the Year Awards 
 

  

We want to celebrate all the volunteers who help make rugby happen, whether on the pitch or 
behind the scenes, and hear about those who make your club or organisation great. 

So far as a County we have had 30 nominations and there are 125 clubs in the County so please 
put forward your unsung heroes that keep your club moving. 

Nominate your volunteers here: https://bit.ly/3SbXCHU 

There are so many outstanding volunteers who have really made a difference and the Honda 
Volunteer of the Year awards provide a great opportunity to say thank you. Find out about last 
year's winners here.(opens in a new tab) 

This year’s awards include four categories:  

Unsung Hero: 

An individual or group of volunteers who have gone above and beyond to support the 
delivery of Rugby. 

Game for All: 

An individual or group of volunteers who have developed an inspiring offer to open the 
game up to new audiences. 

Connecting the Community: 

An individual or group of volunteers who have gone out of their way to strengthen the 
club offer within the local community, whether on-field or off 

Game Changer: 

An individual or group of volunteers who have tried new ways of doing things to improve 
their club. 

Not sure which category to nominate them for? There’s always the option to submit an open 
nomination. So why not get involved today and say thank you to the exceptional people who make 
rugby happen! 

Nominate your volunteers here https://bit.ly/3SbXCHU 

Nominations close on Friday 16 February (17.00) and if you have any queries regarding the 
volunteer recognition programme, please email VolunteerRecognition@RFU.com 

 

Referee Respect  

While we want to congratulate the vast majority of clubs for their support, we are beginning to see 
an increase in match official abuse / disrespect across the game. 

We need clubs to be proactive in ensuring refereeing numbers grow and that there is a continued 
positive environment for officials. We are working with Yorkshire Referees to support prospective 
referees, by providing funding to support them.  

  

https://bit.ly/3SbXCHU
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/volunteers/honda-volunteer-recognition-programme/how-to-nominate
https://bit.ly/3SbXCHU
mailto:VolunteerRecognition@RFU.com


(cont.) 

‘Sworn at, told to go back to the kitchen - but West Yorkshire rugby union's two female 
referees are rising to the challenge. 

They have been sworn at, been the victims of misogynistic comments and even asked out on 
dates while setting up a scrum, but the only two women refereeing men’s rugby union in West 
Yorkshire want you to know it’s a rewarding pursuit and have no regrets about taking on the 
challenge of being a woman in charge in a man’s world’. Nick Westby - YEP Sport - Mar-23 

Full story here 

There is also the opportunity for parent/club referees to join their local referee’s society. 
Refereeing is a fantastic way to stay actively involved in the game. 

If you have interested club member, please contact your local referee’s society at Yorkshire 
Referees Society  

There will be further direct communications to clubs in the coming weeks about the initiatives, so 
please keep an eye out for it.  

RFU Codes of Conduct – Check them here 

 

New Inclusion and Diversity toolkit for clubs  

We are thrilled to share some groundbreaking news from the heart of Yorkshire Rugby! In our 
ongoing commitment to fostering inclusivity and diversity within the sport and myself as the 
Diversity and Inclusion Lead, we are delighted to announce we are launching annual awards for 
D&I. 

These prestigious awards aim to celebrate individuals and clubs within our rugby community who 
have gone above and beyond in championing diversity and inclusion throughout the county. At 
Yorkshire Rugby, we believe that rugby is not just a game; it's a community that thrives on the 
principles of respect, acceptance, and unity. 

As we prepare to unveil the details of this award, we invite you to stay tuned for more information 
on how you can get involved and nominate those outstanding individuals and clubs making a real 
difference in promoting diversity and inclusion in our beloved sport. 

Let's come together to recognise and celebrate the positive impact that rugby can have on all of 
us. 

Elena Rose Bunbury 

D&I Lead Yorkshire Rugby 

Inclusion & Diversity Toolkit - Overview | Rise 360 (articulate.com) 

 

Upcoming webinars for all you social media experts  

 

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/sport/other-sport/sworn-at-told-to-go-back-to-the-kitchen-but-west-yorkshire-rugby-unions-two-female-referees-are-rising-to-the-challenge-4079303
https://www.yorkshirereferees.co.uk/
https://www.yorkshirereferees.co.uk/
https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/5b/5be822c8-4c9c-4686-9807-a257c923fdfb/Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Official%20posters.pdf
https://rise.articulate.com/share/_VejBa95anRHGQrtTnBxdmRAvEFhM3JN#/


 

CRISP – Injury data is wanted. 

Run in conjunction with the University of Bath, the CRISP Project collects injury data from across 
the community game.  

The CRISP Project is critical to gaining better understanding and providing data to compare and 
assess trends in injury risk across different playing populations and levels of the game. This 
allows the RFU to better inform injury prevention strategies, such as law/rule changes, so that the 
safety of the game is improved for those participating.  

With the tackle height law changes being introduced in the 2023/24 season, having teams from 
across different playing population involved in the CRISP Project is even more important. 

For the CRISP Project to be a success, we always need clubs and teams to get involved. By 
being involved in the project, your team/club is helping improve the safety of the game and 
improve the welfare of players. 

We are looking for teams from any playing population – adult males, adult female (especially 
National Championship levels), club age grade boys and girls (especially U16 & U18 girls), 
schoolboy, and university male and female teams. 

Play your part in improving player safety! For more information/or to register your interest, visit 
the RugbySafe Research Toolkit (opens in a new tab). 

 

Honda Rugby Grounds Connected Event 

As you may be aware, this year the RFU are holding one of their Honda Rugby Grounds 
Connected Events in Yorkshire at Sandal RUFC on 11th May 09:30-15:00. 

Follow the link to register for the event https://t.co/dcIzrR6V8Z. 

If you have any questions please contact Max Pridmore, the Facility Development Executive 
(North), at the Rugby Grounds Connected team (MaxwellPridmore@RFU.com) 

Helpful Facility links: 

Book a Pitch Advisor Visit | Rugby Club Offers | Facility Support Centre | Funding |  

Rugby Grounds Connected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using our social channels to stay connected & increase 
your reach. 
Yorkshire RFU has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages. We would love it if you 
followed our channels, and you can also use them to increase the reach of information that you 
would like to share.  

We can, for example, share vacancies, requests for new players, and other relevant and 
appropriate information through our channels. If there is something, you want to promote about 
your club or team let us know. 

Just ask for a re-tweet or a share when you post, and we will be happy to help. We can also post 
roles on our website. 

We would also be grateful if you could share the information we post, so that we can reach a much 
wider audience with updates about our game in Yorkshire. 

Additionally, if you are watching a game or training with Yorkshire teams or players, at any level, 
anywhere in the world, copy us in @yorkshire_rfu and use #EYR on the posts Enjoying Yorkshire 
Rugby. 

We want to celebrate all that is going on in Yorkshire rugby and so spread the word. 

Twitter – @yorkshire_rfu 

Instagram - @yorkshire_rfu 

Facebook - @YorkshireRugbyUnion 

Or get in touch with your District Chair and share your stories 

https://keepyourbootson.co.uk/rugbysafe-toolkit/research/
https://d.docs.live.net/a2303adb5898b789/Documents/YRFU/Newsletters/MaxwellPridmore@RFU.com
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0b656872cb7c44068afd9bf7910ef2b1
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/facilities/offers
https://help.rfu.com/support/solutions/folders/103000371441
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/funding
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/facilities/natural-turf-pitches


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club News 

New Team – Lower Dales 

Yorkshire’s newest team is Lower Dales. It started as an idea of North Yorkshire Age Grade 
Chair Sam Webster, as a Barbarian style umbrella club to give boys and girls proper team and 
match experience where parent clubs struggle to put a full team out.  

“I really thought it would work for the girls in the area and planned it for the 5 clubs in the Lower 
Dales area, namely Richmondshire, Wensleydale, Northallerton, Ripon and Thirsk” Sam 
commented. 

Sadly, getting it going for girls is proving hard but an amalgamation of Richmondshire and Thirsk 
at Under 15 has been successful, with guest appearances from Pocklington and Barnard Castle 
have made a really great experience for those involved.   

Lower Dales are particularly grateful to Yorkshire RFU who have funded a bespoke shirt as 
nobody really likes wearing the other club’s shirt in an amalgamation. The shirt includes the 5 
colours of 5 original clubs as well as the rivers Swale and Ure.  

Martin Docherty and Roger Swainston are the coaches are to be mentioned for their collaboration 
and continuity in training the two teams with the backing of coaches from the other clubs 
assisting. 

An Under 13’s boys’ team will hopefully be soon formed, and any other age group of boys or girls 
are more than welcome to join what has so far been a very positive story.  

 

OG7s to make their debut at the Greenyards. 

Melrose Sevens Welcomes OG 7s as Invitational Team in the 1883 Centenary Cup Tournament 

Melrose Sevens is thrilled to announce OG 7s as one of the invitational teams set to compete in 
the highly anticipated 1883 Centenary Cup Tournament. The inclusion of OG 7s adds an exciting 
dynamic to the event, as the young and dynamic team has rapidly gained momentum and a 
substantial following since its formation just a year ago. 

Founded by ex-pupils hailing primarily from Woodhouse Grove, one of the premier rugby schools 
in the North of England, OG 7s has emerged as a force to be reckoned with.  

Despite being a relatively new team, their remarkable journey in 2023 saw them reaching three 
finals, with a victory in one and narrowly missing out in the other two, both losses by a mere two 
points.  

This outstanding performance has not only garnered attention, but has also solidified OG 7s as 
a rising star in the rugby sevens circuit. 

Rugby enthusiasts and fans alike can look forward to witnessing OG 7s’ prowess on the Melrose 
pitch as they compete for glory in the 1883 Centenary Cup Tournament.  

The event promises to be a celebration of rugby’s legacy and a showcase of the sport’s vibrant 
future. (copy from Melrose Sevens) 

 

Walking Rugby – Tackle Prostate Cancer 

Mark Kelly from Tackle Prostate Cancer has been in discussions with some county rugby clubs 
about setting up walking rugby peer support groups for people diagnosed or impacted by prostate 
cancer.  

This has, in fact, manifested into a bottom-up support group starting the last Thursday in March 
and other clubs have approached him to meet up and explore the opportunity for similar projects.  

Looks a promising way to provide much needed support and also widened the walking rugby 
game provision in the county.  

There are only a handful of clubs in the County offering walking rugby and making a connection 
to a support group is a great way to establish it at your club. 

Any clubs wanting to discuss this please get in touch with Mark mark.kelly@tackleprostate.org. 

Did you know that in the UK 1 in 8 people will get diagnosed with prostate cancer in their lifetime? 
That risk increases with age, ethnicity and if there’s a family history of prostate cancer.  

 

 

mailto:mark.kelly@tackleprostate.org


 

Tackle Prostate Cancer is the UK’s only federation of support groups who help those who are 
impacted by prostate cancer. The 120 support groups that are dotted around the country 
(including several in Yorkshire), are run by and are for those who are affected by the condition. 
They exist to help the individual diagnosed, their partners, loved ones and peers through all 
stages of their prostate cancer journey (pre, during and post); because as we know, sadly it’s not 
only the person diagnosed whose world can turn upside down.  

Tackle also helps people set up their own peer support group, so if you feel that there’s a space 
for something like this in your local area then please do get in touch.  

Each group operates completely differently to another. With some meeting in-person over coffee, 
others having talks from a medical professional online, some hosting walking, sporting, or film 
sessions, or, having a mixture of them all.  

Each group exists and tailors their service to provide the members what they need, simply to 
reassure them that they’re not alone and to better equip them to tackle the next steps of their 
journey.  

 

After speaking with people who have been very reluctant to join a support group in the beginning 
and comparing it to how they feel about it afterwards has been phenomenal. A lot of people have 
found their group to be a ‘saving grace’ and that they ‘wish they had found it earlier’.   

As it ‘helped them through so many aspects of their journey, from deciding which treatment to 
have, to dealing with its side effects, their romantic relationships and ways to tell their family’. A 
lot of people make strong friendships as they are able to connect with each other on a deeper, 
more understanding level.  

So, next time you’re standing around the rugby pitch, take note of who’s around you - after 
reading this it might get you thinking and talking about subjects that are slightly different to the 
regular sideline chatter.  

To find your local support group, head to the Tackle website which can be found here.  

For more information on checking your risk of being diagnosed with prostate cancer, head to 
Prostate Cancer UK’s Risk Checker, or better still, book an appointment with your GP.  

Wooden Spoon Festival is coming to Yorkshire 2025 

Next year the Wooden Spoon Vets Festival 2025 will be taking place in Yorkshire in York. Dates 
to be confirmed but as its also the Women’s Rugby World Cup, and the County is hosting games, 
there is a great opportunity for veteran Women and Men’s player to get their boots on.  

Any Vets wanting to get involved in playing this year, then contact Gill Burns as she is organising 
a ‘North’ team to compete in the 2024 Vet Festival. Its down south at Old Reigatians RFC on 
28th September 2024. More details can be found on the Wooden Spoon Facebook page. 

Ahead of that Wooden Spoon are running their THE BLACK SHEEP BIG SPOON BIKE RIDE 
2024 on the 9th of June 2024. Get the opportunity to pedal through some stunning scenery and 
raise money for their charity.  

Details can be found The Black Sheep Big Spoon Bike Ride 2024 | Wooden Spoon. 

Appeal for club news 

We know there is loads of activity going on across the county so if your club has any stories to 
tell, from successes in the club, charity work, events, community, volunteer development, new 
teams, recruitment, etc, etc, please get in touch.  

Send any content to marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk and we are happy to promote it in this 
newsletter or on our social media and website.   

https://tackleprostate.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodenSpoonCharity
https://woodenspoon.org.uk/event/the-black-sheep-big-spoon-bike-ride-2024/
mailto:marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers  
We are always looking for volunteers to help run the County so if you are interested in being 
more involved in the Constituent Body, please get in touch and keep an eye on our website and 
social channels for role opportunities. 

We currently have a vacancy for Vice-Chair of Club Development Sub Committee. Check the 
County website for details.  

Closing date for applications is 12 noon on Friday 16th February.  

Please send to: adminsecretary@yorkshirerfu.co.uk 

Get in touch. 
Like our clubs, we too have the 'Golden Roles’ and if you ever fancy inviting them along to an 
event you have taking place or want to drop them a line, please get in touch via the County office 
to ask them a question. Or their contact details are on the County website  

President: Andy Proud 
Senior Vice President: Dave Francis 
Immediate Past President: John Riley 
County Chairman: Roger Stocker 
Hon Secretary: Dawn Rathmell 
 

RFU Reps Reports 
Elected by our County's clubs, Yorkshire Rugby has two representatives on the RFU Council. 
They also participate in Sub-Committees of the RFU which report to the Community Game Board. 

The next three-year term for the RFU representatives is about to end and Ted Atkinson will step 
down after his third term as the Yorkshire RFU representative, but Joe Bedford will stand for his 
second term. As a County we would like to thank Ted for all his hard work in representing the 
county at the RFU.  

Together, they publish regular updates on their activity and you can read them here 

 

 

Offers in the Yorkshire Marketplace 

The Yorkshire Marketplace on our website provides a space for companies to offer services to 
clubs and everyone involved in the game in Yorkshire. If you would like to us feature your 
products in our Marketplace, please send details to the County Office at 

marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk.  

We need a brief description of your products, some contact details, and an image.  

The following companies are currently featured. 

• Rugby Union Coaching Services - link  
 

• Gilbert Rugby – Gilbert are giving Yorkshire clubs a discount on purchased- link  
 
Ahead of the new season, Gilbert Rugby and Yorkshire Rugby have teamed up to offer rugby 
clubs in Yorkshire an exclusive discount on equipment purchases. 

Orders over £250 will qualify for 25% OFF - available on this collection only. 

Simply use the code K_YORKSHIRE23-25 to claim your exclusive discount. 

Orders over £750 will qualify for 40% OFF - available on this collection only. 

Simply use the code K_YORKSHIRE23-40 to claim your exclusive discount. 

https://www.gilbertrugby.com/collections/yorkshire-rugby-clubs-training-kit 

The discounts are available expires: 31-05-2024. 

• SNAP Sponsorship – SNAP help clubs secure sponsorship deals -  link  

• Veo Video Game Analysis – Veo offers clubs in Yorkshire a discount on the cost of a 
camera – link 

• Sport Support - learn now to grow your community sports club - link  

https://bit.ly/3vNLcgG
https://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/presidents-corner/officers-2023-2024-18804/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contact/rfu-representatives-report/rfu-representatives-report-17778/
mailto:marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/rugby-union-coaching-services/rugby-union-coaching-services-17273/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/gilbert-rugby/gilbert-rugby-offer-for-yorkshire-clubs-17274/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/snap-partnership/snap-partnership-17378/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/veo-video-game-analysis/veo---video-game-analysis-17391/
http://yorkshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/yorkshire-marketplace/sport-support/grow-your-community-sports-club-17693/


Office change of address  

Please note the change of address for the County office. 

The phone number remains unchanged. 

 
 

This newsletter is published every two months by the Yorkshire RFU. The next edition will be March 2024.  
If there’s anything you would like to share with the Yorkshire rugby community through this update, please email 

marketing@yorkshirerfu.co.uk. 
 

Published by Yorkshire Rugby Football Union Limited  

County Office I Unit SF04 I City Mills Business Park I Peel Street I Morley I Leeds LS27 8QL I       0113 252 4300 
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